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the committee. The group elected Cartwright
as its chairman and he and King as perma-
nent directors.

Born Robert Nicholas King in Sacramento
on March 21, 1933, he studied acting at the
Pasadena Playhouse after graduating from
high school in 1951. King had uncredited roles
in The Long, Hot Summer and as a medic in
The Young Lions. He had the role of Arnie in
Joy Ride (1958) and Georgie in The Threat
(1960). He also had a recurring role on the TV
version of the radio serial “One Man's Fam-
ily.”

In 1969, King became a partner in a land
cooperative on the Garcia River in Point Arena
in Northern California, where he moved with
his wife, Kate, and their two young children.
King was involved in logging and started a
nursery business in which he grafted apple
trees and sold root stocks and apples. He also
helped organize the river preservation group
Friends of the Garcia and was active in the
group Save Our Salmon.

Nicholas King's inspirational life reminds us
to preserve the rich artistic history of America.
William Cartwright said it best, “We knew we
had to do something that we believed should
have been done before us: preserving some-
thing that needed it and not abandoning it.”
Generations to come will be touched by the
artwork at Watts Towers and we have Nich-
olas King to thank. He will be deeply missed
and | urge my colleagues to join me in extend-
ing condolences to the King Family.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for a moment of silence
in memory of Nicholas King.

———
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 150th anniversary of the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Last year, agricultural producers had record
net farm income and trade surplus. One in
twelve jobs is linked to agriculture and forestry
and American consumers spend less than 10
percent of their disposable income on food.
USDA programs affect each of us—from nutri-
tion programs to food safety, conservation to
plant and animal health, and rural develop-
ment to research and extension.

The department manages anti-hunger and
nutrition programs that help ensure millions of
Americans have enough food. Food banks
across the country count on the Emergency
Feeding Assistance Program to keep their
pantries stocked. USDA’s Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program is helping more than
46 million Americans. More than 30 million
American school children rely on the National
School Lunch Program for a nutritious lunch.
But there is clearly more to do.

With almost 13 million unemployed in this
economy, and one in six Americans living
below the official poverty line, we know that
millions of middle-class and working families
are hurting. Across the country, nearly fifteen
percent of American households were food in-
secure in 2010. In other words, nearly 50 mil-
lion Americans, including over 16 million chil-
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dren, struggled with hunger. In my district in
Connecticut, nearly one in seven households
were not sure if they could afford enough food
to feed their families. Earlier this month, the
Meals on Wheels Association released its first
report card on senior hunger: with 1 in 7 sen-
iors facing the threat of hunger, the country re-
ceived an F.

At a time such as this, our key federal food
security policies become all the more vital.
They make a difference for the health and well
being of millions of families. In the words of
Harry Truman, “Nothing is more important in
our national life than the welfare of our chil-
dren, and proper nourishment comes first in
attaining this welfare.”

As we look to the future, it is important that
the United States maintains its leadership in
agriculture. And we must also strive to ensure
that everyone has access to the food they
need to thrive.

————
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in honor of the 150th anniversary of
the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA). Founded by President Lincoln in
1862 as “the People’s Department,” the
USDA has helped modernize and advance
American agriculture to the point where Ameri-
cans now enjoy a safe and abundant food
supply at a cost of less than ten percent of
their disposable income. The USDA has been
critical in protecting the farmers and ranchers
who are the stewards of our land and essen-
tial to ensuring that our nation maintains an
independent and secure food supply.

Over the course of its 150 years, the USDA
has repeatedly been vital in solving the many
agricultural challenges facing our nation. For
example, a rapidly declining pollinating spe-
cies population currently threatens the sustain-
ability of our agriculture across the country.
With one out of every three bites of food we
eat the result of the intervention of pollinators
like birds, bats, bees, and butterflies, the
USDA has taken a lead role in addressing this
looming disaster through programs like the
Agricultural Research Service's research on
the cause and treatment of Colony Collapse
Disorder. The importance of the USDA is re-
flected in the fact that without pollinators, our
country would not be able to grow food.

The USDA also does much more than just
work with our local agriculture. It is a key play-
er in addressing the changing needs of agri-
culture across the globe. The world's popu-
lation is estimated to be nine billion people by
2050. Consequently, the world will need to
produce more food in the next 50 years than
has been produced during the past 10,000
years combined. The USDA, America’s farm-
ers, ranchers, and research scientists will an-
swer this challenge together through programs
such as Food for Progress, McGovern-Dole
International Food for Education and Child Nu-
trition, the USDA National Hunger Clearing-
house, and the Norman Borlaug Commemora-
tive Research Initiative.

E793

One hundred and fifty years ago, President
Lincoln recognized the potential of America’s
farmers to resourcefully cultivate our land to
provide an ample food supply. Today, we
must use the same innovative spirit in ap-
proaching agricultural production. By sup-
porting USDA programs and initiatives, we are
able to link research and scientific innovations
to effective adaptations in order to success-
fully address the food security needs of our
country. | am pleased to honor our country’s
farmers and ranchers, and acknowledge the
work of the USDA on this historic occasion.

——
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Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today | want to
recognize those peace officers being honored
during National Police Week, and | particularly
want to honor a constituent of mine who was
killed in the line of duty last year.

Officer Craig Birkholz was only 28 years old
when he was shot and killed during a six-hour
standoff at a home in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin,
on March 20, 2011. Officer Birkholz is one of
the 166 being honored today as part of Na-
tional Peace Officers Memoarial Day, and his
name has been engraved on the National Me-
morial wall.

Officer Birkholz had been with the Fond du
Lac Police Department for two years and was
a veteran who had served in Iraq and Afghani-
stan with the Army. Born in Kenosha in 1982,
he graduated cum laude from the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh with a degree in criminal
justice. In 2009, he married his wife, Ashley.
Men and women such as Officer Birkholz, who
make the ultimate sacrifice in order to keep us
safe, truly are owed our eternal gratitude.

| hope that National Police Week celebrated
here in Washington will help those affected by
the loss of a relative or fellow officer know that
their life of service will continue to be honored.
We will remember the life and service of Offi-
cer Birkholz, and the memorial is a lasting trib-
ute to him and all fallen officers.

———

TRIBUTE TO SIGNAL HILL POLICE

OFFICER ANTHONY GINIEWICZ
ON THE OCCASION OF BEING
ADDED TO NATIONAL PEACE OF-
FICERS MEMORIAL WALL OF
HONOR
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Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, later
today the name of Anthony Giniewicz of Sig-
nal Hill, California, will be added to the Na-
tional Peace Officers Memorial Wall of Honor.
The National Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial is the nation’s monument to law en-
forcement officers who have died in the line of
duty. Officer Giniewicz, who served on the
Signal Hill Police Department, died on Decem-
ber 7, 2011, as a result of gunshot wounds
sustained 26 years earlier during an exchange
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