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Women Act, and we need to do that in
a bipartisan fashion. We need to make
sure that whether you’re an immigrant
woman, whether you’re a Native Amer-
ican woman, or whether you are in the
LGBT community that you have the
full protections of the law against ex-
periencing violence in your intimate
relationships. This is the least that we
can do. It is just unfortunate that the
Republicans aren’t even going to allow
an amendment that would actually
allow us to expand these protections so
that we could come to a bipartisan so-
lution.

I can’t tell you—I will just say to the
chair—how sad it makes me as some-
body who was in the trenches in 1990 to
1994, with advocates from across this
country who were seeking to expand
protections and services and programs
for those who were experiencing vio-
lence, to know that we were able to do
that with Republican ORRIN HATCH
from Utah; with JoE BIDEN from Dela-
ware, a Democrat; with Connie
Morella, a Republican from Maryland;
with JOoHN CONYERS, a Democrat from
Michigan. We were able to do that
across the aisle; but today, instead,
what we are doing is a Republican bill
that would roll back the protections
that many of us had sought to have.

Mr. WELCH. You make a good point.

Is it the case in this country that it’s
Republican women or Democratic
women or Republican children or
Democratic children who are on the
bad end of violence? We know that’s
not the case. There is a lot of human
emotion that goes into this, and it’s
uncontrolled emotion. We know that
whether you are a Republican or a
Democrat child or woman that you’re
entitled to the physical integrity of
your own safety.

So it’s not an issue that should be de-
cided on partisan grounds. It should be
decided on the basic right of human
beings to physical security, and it
should be about the goal all of us, | be-
lieve, have—that we want to have re-
spectful and loving relationships, par-
ticularly in our intimate relationships.

Ms. EDWARDS. | thank the gen-
tleman for pointing out the baseline,
which is, when you’re experiencing vio-
lence, you don’t identify yourself as a
Republican or as a Democrat.
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You’re not a Christian or a Jew or a
Muslim. Children witness violence,
women—and some men—experience Vi-
olence. Native American women expe-
rience violence, and so do immigrants
experience violence. Our law should af-
ford the full protection of the law
against those who would perpetrate
and provide services and programs for
those against whom violence is com-
mitted.

| strongly urge the passage of the Vi-
olence Against Women Act that is a bi-
partisan bill. Unfortunately, H.R. 4970
simply misses the mark and would tip
the scales in favor of abusers, that
would tip the scales against immigrant
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women, that would tip the scales
against the LGBT community, and
would tip the scales across the board.

With that, | urge that we would de-
feat H.R. 4970 and come back to the
table with sensible bipartisan legisla-
tion in the tradition of the Violence
Against Women Act.

With that, | yield back the balance of
my time.

—

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on May 8, 2012, she pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bills.

H.R. 3247. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1100
Town and Country Commons in Chesterfield,
Missouri, as the ‘““‘Lance Corporal Matthew P.
Pathenos Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 3246. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 15455
Manchester Road in Ballwin, Missouri, as
the “*Specialist Peter J. Navarro Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 3004. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 260
California Drive in Yountville, California, as
the “‘Private First Class Alejandro R. Ruiz
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2244. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 67
Castle Street in Geneva, New York, as the
‘“Corporal Steven Blaine Riccione Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 2660. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 122
North Holderrieth Boulevard in Tomball,
Texas, as the ‘““Tomball Veterans Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 3248. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 112
South 5th Street in Saint Charles, Missouri,
as the ‘““Lance Corporal Drew W. Weaver Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 2767. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 8
West Silver Street in Westfield, Massachu-
setts, as the “William T. Trant Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 298. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 500
East Whitestone Boulevard in Cedar Park,
Texas, as the “Army Specialist Matthew
Troy Morris Post Office Building”.

H.R. 1423. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 115
4th Avenue Southwest in Ardmore, Okla-
homa, as the ‘‘Specialist Michael E. Phillips
Post Office™.

H.R. 2079. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 10
Main Street in East Rockaway, New York, as
the ““John J. Cook Post Office”.

H.R. 2213. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 801
West Eastport Street in luka, Mississippi, as
the ‘“‘Sergeant Jason W. Vaughn Post Of-
fice”.

——

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 31 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, May 16, 2012, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule X1V, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5990. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s Annual Report for FY 2011
regarding the training, and its associated ex-
penses, of U.S. Special Operations Forces
(SOF) with friendly foreign forces for the pe-
riod ending September 30, 2011, pursuant to
10 U.S.C. 2011; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

5991. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
authorization of 14 officers to wear the au-
thorized insignia of the grade of major gen-
eral; to the Committee on Armed Services.

5992. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
a letter on the approved retirement of Lieu-
tenant General John C. Koziol, United States
Air Force, and his advancement to the grade
of lieutenant general on the retired list; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

5993. A letter from the Acting Chairman,
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
transmitting the Office of Minority and
Women Inclusion’s annual report for 2011; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

5994. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting the
Department’s Vehicle Fleet Report on Alter-
native Fuel Vehicles for fiscal year 2011, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 13218; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

5995. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting a certifi-
cation of export to China; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

5996. A letter from the Executive Sec-
retary, Agency for International Develop-
ment, transmitting a report pursuant to the
Federal VVacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5997. A letter from the Chairman, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s Federal Employee
Antidiscrimination Retaliation Act of 2002
(No FEAR Act) Report for FY 2011; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5998. A letter from the Executive Vice
President and Chief Financial Officer, Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank of Chicago, transmit-
ting the 2011 management reports and state-
ments on the system of internal controls of
the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9106; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

5999. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Mine Safety and Health Review Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s FY 2011 An-
nual Report pursuant to Section 203, Title 11
of the Notification and Federal Anti-dis-
crimination and Retaliation (No FEAR) Act
of 2002; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

6000. A letter from the Director, National
Science Foundation, transmitting the Foun-
dation’s annual report for FY 2011 prepared
in accordance with Title Il of the Notifica-
tion and Federal Employee Antidiscrimina-
tion and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR
Act), Public Law 107-174; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

6001. A letter from the Chief, Office of Spe-
cial Counsel, transmitting the Office’s an-
nual report for FY 2011 prepared in accord-
ance with Title Il of the Notification and
Federal Employee Antidiscrimination and
Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR Act), Pub-
lic Law 107-174; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.
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