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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the
State of Connecticut.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Father, strong to save, we
know that You desire to save and not
to destroy. Save our Senators from the
blindness which is not even aware of
mistakes. Save them from the pride
that ignores the security of many ad-
visers. Save them from the self-will
which can see no flaw within itself.
Save them also from the callousness
that will not care for those in pain.

Lord, save us all when we put the
blame on someone or on something
else, and from hearts so hardened that
we cannot repent. Today, give our law-
makers a sense of destiny and a deep
dependence on Your guidance and Your
grace.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2012.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, | hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable RICHARD
BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the State of
Connecticut, to perform the duties of the
Chair.

DANIEL K. INOUYE,

President pro tempore.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL thereupon as-

sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2012—MOTION TO
PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move that
the Senate proceed to Calendar No. 396,
H.R. 2072.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to calendar No. 396, H.R.
2072, a bill to reauthorize the Export-Import
Bank of the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are now
on the motion to proceed to the Ex-
port-lmport Bank reauthorization bill.
| ask unanimous consent that the hour
following my remarks and those of the
Republican leader be equally divided
and controlled between the two leaders
or their designees, with the majority
controlling the first half and the Re-
publicans the final half.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, at 11:15
today the motion to proceed to the Ex-
port-lmport Bank will be adopted, and
there will be up to 2 hours of debate on
the bill, and there will be up to five
amendments. At 12:30 the Senate will
recess until 2:15 for our weekly caucus
meetings. As early as 2:15 there will be

up to six rollcall votes in order to com-
plete action on the Export-Import
Bank. There could possibly be five
votes as part of the order—I have been
told they may not all be offered—and
then we will have final passage on the
bill.
MEASURE PLACED ON CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, H.R. 5652 is
at the desk and due for a second read-
ing.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by
title for the second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5652) to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to section 201 of the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year
2013.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | would ob-
ject to any further proceedings on this
issue at this time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
item shall be placed on the calendar.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | am happy
to announce that Democrats and Re-
publicans have reached an agreement
to move forward with reauthorization
of the Ex-Im Bank legislation.

This bank helps American companies
sell their products overseas and hire
workers here at home. It helped private
companies add almost 300,000 jobs last
year in more than 2,000 American com-
munities. That is why the labor groups,
manufacturers, U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, and many other organizations
have urged the Senate to move quickly
to reauthorize this bank, whose lending
limit is just about to expire.

The second ranking officer at the
chamber of commerce wrote to all Sen-
ators yesterday.

Failure to enact this legislation would put
at risk . . . American jobs at 3,600 companies
that depend on Ex-Im to compete in global
markets. . . . Because other countries are
providing their own exporters with an esti-
mated $1 trillion in export finance—often on
terms more generous than Ex-Im can pro-
vide—failure to reauthorize Ex-Im would
amount to unilateral disarmament and cost
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