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unity and truly uphold the people. It will
truly be the strength behind the people and
see the people reflected within it. The gov-
ernment in essence should be ‘‘for the people,
by the people,” forever and always.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 252, due to other representational ob-
ligations in Hannibal, Missouri, | had to miss
this vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

ARMENIAN REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mark the 97th Commemoration of the Arme-
nian Genocide. Today, | remember the one-
and-a-half million Armenians that endured un-
speakable suffering and loss at the hand of
the Ottoman Empire during the first World
War.

Only with a thorough examination of history
and open acknowledgement of the past will
the plight of the Armenians be fully under-
stood. As my colleagues know, last month
was Genocide Awareness month. In addition
to the genocide of Armenians, the 20th cen-
tury bore witness to the loss of 6 million Jews
and 400,000 other persons deemed “non-de-
sirable” by the Nazis, and the modern-day
horrors in Cambodia and Rwanda. All too
often, we have not learned from past geno-
cides.

As the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights states “No one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment or punishment” and that “Everyone has
the right to life, liberty and security of person.”
Though nothing changes the fact that mass
kilings and unspeakable acts of brutality oc-
curred, today | wish to learn from the past to
better bring about hope for a brighter, more
peaceful future and reconciliation of the peo-
ple of Armenia and Turkey.

——

HONORING ASIAN-PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Asian-Pacific American
community on the 20th anniversary of Asian-
Pacific American Heritage Month.

The achievements and successes of Asian-
Pacific Americans demonstrate, above all, that
the greatness of our Nation lies in its diversity.
And no other community in the U.S. rep-
resents the diversity of our great Nation more
than the Asian-Pacific American community.
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An inherently diverse population, Asian-Pa-
cific Americans comprise over 45 distinct
ethnicities and over 100 language dialects.
Now numbering 18.5 million people, the Asian-
Pacific American community grew 46 percent
in the past decade—more than any other
major racial group.

The Pacific Islander population, while signifi-
cantly smaller in comparison to the overall
APA population, has also grown at a rapid
rate over the past decade. According to the
2010 Census, the Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander, NHPI, population grew to over 1.2
million, an increase of 40 percent over the
past decade.

The NHPI population in the U.S. traces their
roots to several island cultures in the Pacific.
They include Native Hawaiians, Samoans, Ta-
hitians, Tongans, and Tokelauans; Chamorros,
Marshallese, Palauans, Chuukese, Mariana Is-
landers, Saipanese, Carolinians, Kosraeans,
Pohnpeians, Yapese, and the people of
Kiribati; as well Fijians, Solomon Islanders,
Papua New Guineans, and the people of
Vanuatu—all who have made their home in
this great Nation.

Pacific Islander heritage runs deep in NHPI
communities across the Nation and the an-
cient cultural values of service to the family
and the village carry on in NHPI's service to
our Nation. In any arena of society in which
Pacific Islanders have attained success, one
common thread we see is their unending de-
votion to giving back to the community.

Just last Friday, | had the honor of speaking
at the funeral of a beloved son of Samoa and
NFL Great, Junior Seau, who not only shined
on the football field but who also devoted
much of his time off the field to helping under-
privileged youth through the Junior Seau
Foundation.

| was fortunate enough to have been able to
meet Junior and one memorable occasion was
right here in the Nation’s capital. In 2005, |
had the privilege of attending an award cere-
mony at the White House to witness President
George W. Bush present to Junior the distin-
guished President’'s Volunteer Service Award
for his work in helping youth through the Jun-
ior Seau Foundation. | remember Junior's
genuinely humble spirit evident of his contin-
uous connection to his roots and humble be-
ginnings.

And many others follow in these steps.
Even stars such as Dwayne “The Rock” John-
son, who by the way was recently awarded
“Action Star of the Year” at the prestigious
CinemaCon Awards Ceremony, are heavily in-
vested in enriching the lives of those less for-
tunate.

Pacific Islanders also have paid the ultimate
sacrifice in defending the freedoms of our Na-
tion. As a Vietnam veteran, | would be remiss
if | do not say something to honor and respect
the hundreds of thousands of Asian-Pacific
Americans who serve and have served in our
armed forces.

In closing, as we celebrate Asian-Pacific
Heritage Month this May, let us also honor our
Asian-Pacific Americans who display the virtue
of servanthood in every arena of society, and
especially those who have dedicated their
lives to serving our Nation in the U.S. Armed
Forces, including those from my district of
American Samoa. Let us pay tribute to their
sacrifice as we celebrate our heritage and
freedoms.

ES811
EXPLANATION

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, due to me-
chanical problems on my flight en route to
Washington, DC from Lafayette, Louisiana, |
was unable to return in time for votes on the
day of May 15, 2012. Had | been present to
vote, my voting record would reflect the fol-
lowing: H.R. 365—"yea;” H.R. 3874—"yea;”
H.R. 205—"yea.”

IN REMEMBRANCE OF CAPTAIN
THOMAS GRAMITH, USAF

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Captain Thomas Gramith of the
336th Fighter Squadron, Seymour Air Force
Base, United States Air Force.

Captain Gramith died in an F-15E crash
while providing air support to ground troops
during Operation Enduring Freedom near
Ghazni Province in Afghanistan.

Captain Gramith is survived by his wife
Angie, their daughters Stella and Eva, and his
father and step-mother Frederick and Cynthia
and his mother and step-father Patricia and
Robert.

Captain Gramith was an honorable and
dedicated airman who died serving his coun-
try. His commitment to his country will stand
as an inspiration to all Americans. To his fam-
ily and friends, | offer my humble thoughts and
prayers. May God bless them in this time of
remembrance.

———

CONGRATULATING THE OUR LADY
OF LOURDES ACADEMY CON-
STITUTION TEAM

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to congratulate the Our Lady of Lourdes
Academy Constitution Team for yet another
remarkable performance in the annual We the
People Competition. Having won the right to
represent the State of Florida by winning the
State Championship in January, Lourdes
came to Washington DC and placed an im-
pressive 7th place nationally.

For 25 years, the We the People Competi-
tion has helped further civic education and
awareness by testing students’ depth of
knowledge and ability to apply constitutional
principles to both historical and current issues.
The competition, conducted on the campus of
George Mason University and in hearing
rooms of the U.S. House of Representatives,
takes the form of simulated congressional
hearings. Students testify as constitutional ex-
perts before panels of judges acting as con-
gressional committees who then score the
groups.
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