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With that, Mr. Chairman, I look for-
ward to the debate tomorrow. I encour-
age all the Members of our conference
and our colleagues in the Congress to
support this very important bill to help
them carry out that important mis-
sion.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I write to con-
firm our mutual understanding regarding
H.R. 4310, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2013. This legislation
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Budget. How-
ever, in order to expedite floor consideration
of this important legislation, the committee
waives consideration of the bill.

The Budget Committee takes this action
only with the understanding that the com-
mittee’s jurisdictional interests over this
and similar legislation are in no way dimin-
ished or altered.

The committee also reserves the right to
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your
support if such a request is made. Finally, I
would appreciate your including this letter
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 4310 on the House Floor. Thank
you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
PAUL RYAN,
Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Chairman, Committee on the Budget, House of
Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Committee on the Budget
has valid jurisdictional claims to certain
provisions in this important legislation, and
I am most appreciative of your decision not
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Budget is not waiving its juris-
diction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. ““BUCK”’ MCKEON,
Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON,
Chairman. Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I am writing to
you concerning the jurisdictional interest of
the Committee on Homeland Security in
matters being considered in H.R. 4310, the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2013.

Our committee recognizes the importance
of H.R. 4310 and the need for the legislation
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over cer-
tain sections of the bill, I do not intend to
request a sequential referral. This, of course,
is conditional on our mutual understanding
that nothing in this legislation or my deci-
sion to forego a sequential referral waives,
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reduces or otherwise affects the jurisdiction
of the Committee on Homeland Security, and
that a copy of this letter and your response
acknowledging our jurisdictional interest
will be included in the Committee Report
and as part of the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of this bill by the House. I
also ask that you support my request to
name members of this committee to any
conference committee that is named to con-
sider such provisions.
Thank you for your consideration in this
matter.
Sincerely,
PETER T. KING,
Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. PETER KING,
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I am most appreciative of your decision not
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.
Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON,
Chairman.
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The Acting CHAIR (Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania). All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Under the rule, the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. ROSS
of Florida) having assumed the chair,
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Acting
Chair of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
4310) to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2013 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
fiscal year 2013, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

————

AN ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE ENERGY
STRATEGY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, President Obama has
often claimed that we have 2 percent of
the world’s proven oil reserves, which
is nothing but an excuse for inaction
when developing American-made en-
ergy. As The Washington Post’s fact-
checkers noted, the President’s claim
is ‘‘true, but false.” False because
“proven oil reserves’ is only one cat-
egory of oil, a fraction of the overall
oil in the ground. ‘‘Proven reserves’’
refers to amounts of oil where seismic
studies have identified available re-
sources.

Due to the long Presidential and con-
gressional bans on Outer Continental
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Shelf development, the inventory of re-
sources has not been tracked in over 30
years. The U.S. Geological Survey and
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment estimate the U.S. has a 16 per-
cent share of the world’s undiscovered,
technically recoverable, conventional
oil resources. The Middle East also has
a 16 percent share.

Rather than saying what we can’t do,
the President should be doing more to
facilitate the safe discovery and devel-
opment of U.S. resources.

Mr. Speaker, the President says he
supports ‘‘an all-of-the-above strategy
for the 21st century that develops
every source of American-made en-
ergy.” The question now is whether he
is willing to prove it.

———

DOMESTIC OIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, thank you
very much. I will be joined during this
hour by my good friend and colleague
from California, Congressman JOHN
GARAMENDI.

I would like to just begin this discus-
sion on o0il prices by recalling that in
2008, the constant refrain that was
heard in this Chamber over and over
again was ‘‘Drill, baby, drill” by my
colleagues on the Republican side. And
the good news is that’s precisely what
we’ve done. In fact, in USA Today,
Citigroup analysts are quoted as saying
in a recent report, Energy independ-
ence ‘‘is no pipe dream. The U.S. is al-
ready the world’s fastest-growing oil
and natural gas producer. Counting the
output from Canada and Mexico, North
America is ‘the new Middle East.””’

So it’s interesting to note that as
much as we’ve been wringing our
hands, there is oil being produced here
in the United States. In fact, a lot of
oil is being produced in the United
States. And we’re going to go over a
few charts now to show how, in fact,
things are looking a little bit better.

This first chart really shows what
happened with o0il production. When
George Bush was still the President of
the United States, the price of gas hit
$4.10 a gallon. It was very high. And
then gas prices hit rock bottom when
President Obama took office because of
the global financial crisis that hit.
When President Obama took office,
there were fewer than 400 oil rigs oper-
ating in the United States, falling
below 200 rigs by mid 2009. Then, de-
spite safety reviews after the BP spill,
oil rigs operating in the United States
quadrupled over the next 3 years. There
are now more than 1,300—I repeat that,
1,300—o0il rigs operating in the United
States, more than all operational oil
drilling in the rest of the world com-
bined.

So in the last 3 years of the Bush ad-
ministration, we were producing 1.78
billion barrels of oil; but in the first 3
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