May 17, 2012

sense of the House of Representatives re-
garding the importance of preventing the Gov-
ernment of Iran from acquiring a nuclear
weapons capability.”

Once again we see on the “suspension”
calendar, which is customarily reserved for
non-controversial legislation, a resolution de-
signed to move the U.S. toward a military con-
flict with Iran. Sadly, it has become non-con-
troversial for Congress to call for U.S. attacks
on foreign countries that have neither attacked
nor threatened the United States.

We should not fool ourselves about the tim-
ing of this legislation. Next week, high-level
talks between Iran and the five permanent
U.N. Security Council members plus Germany,
P5+1, will resume. Those who seek U.S. mili-
tary action against Iran must fear that suc-
cessful diplomacy will undermine their calls for
war.

Disturbingly, some of my colleagues have
suggested this resolution can be read as a
form of ersatz Congressional approval for the
use of military force against Iran.

The International Atomic Energy Agency,
IAEA, has the authority to monitor the Iranian
nuclear program to determine whether nuclear
material is being diverted from civilian to mili-
tary uses. The IAEA has never reported an
Iranian violation. This legislation attempts to
scare us into believing otherwise, but that fact
remains. And the U.S. Intelligence Community
agrees with IAEA conclusions on this matter.

The most dangerous aspect of H. Res. 568
is that it dramatically lowers the threshold for
conflict with Iran by replacing the prohibition
against acquiring nuclear weapons to a prohi-
bition against a “capability” to develop nuclear
weapons.

However, as former senior Bush administra-
tion official, Flynt Leverett, has stated:

Iranian efforts to develop a ‘‘nuclear weap-
ons capability”’. . may make American
and Israeli elites uncomfortable. But it is
not a violation of the NPT. . . While the
NPT prohibits non-nuclear-weapon states
from building atomic bombs, developing a
nuclear weapons capability is, [allowed]
under the NPT . . . It is certainly not a jus-
tification—strategically, legally, or mor-
ally—for armed aggression against Iran.

But this resolution states that the House “re-
jects any United States policy that would rely
on efforts to contain a nuclear weapons-capa-
ble Iran.” That makes it very clear that the in-
tent of the House is to authorize force against
Iran not if it acquires a nuclear weapon, but if
it has a “capability” to acquire them some
time in the future. The term “capability” is left
undefined, of course, leaving it open to very
broad interpretations by this and future admin-
istrations.

Mr. Speaker, this is incredibly dangerous
legislation. | urge my colleagues in the strong-
est manner to reject this stealth authorization
for war on Iran.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DEDICA-
TION OF THE BUST OF FATHER
ALEXANDER DUCHNOVICH 1IN
THE RUSIN CULTURAL GARDEN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the dedication of the bust of Fa-
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ther Alexander Duchnovich in the Rusin Cul-
tural Garden on June 24, 2012.

The 254 acre piece of land that constitutes
Rockefeller Park was donated to the City of
Cleveland by John D. Rockefeller in 1896. The
gardens were founded in 1926 to create a me-
morial area for the diverse ethnic groups that
shape the region, and to serve as a space of
reflection on peace, cooperation and under-
standing. The Cultural Gardens are currently a
collection of 26 gardens which include African-
American, American Indian, British, Chinese,
Czech, Estonian, German, Hebrew, Hun-
garian, Irish, Italian, Polish, and Slovenian gar-
dens, among others.

The Rusin Cultural Garden was dedicated in
1939. In May of 1952, the then leader of the
Rusin Cultural Garden Association, Reverend
Joseph Hanulya, unveiled a bust of Alexander
Duchnovich. Alexander Duchnovich, a Greek
Catholic priest, wrote the Rusin national an-
them. His writings sought to unify Carpatho-
Rusins. Unfortunately, the bust disappeared
from the garden sometime during the 1970s.

Decades later, John Krenisky, a Clevelander
and member of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society
began fundraising for a replacement bust of
Father Duchnovich. On November 21, 2011,
after more than ten years of work, a bronze
replacement bust designed by Wawrytko Stu-
dios & Light Sculpture Works was installed in
the Rusin Cultural Garden. A celebration to
dedicate the bust and efforts of Mr. Krenisky
will include a performance by the Living Tradi-
tions Fold Ensemble and banquet at Holy
Spirit Church.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognition of the dedication of the bust of
Father Alexander Duchnovich in the Rusin
Cultural Garden.

—

CONGRATULATING TAIWANESE
PRESIDENT MA YING-JEOU

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Taiwanese President Ma
Ying-jeou on his upcoming inauguration to a
second term.

Taiwan is a strategic partner of the United
States. The enactment of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act more than 30 years ago is a testa-
ment to our relationship. The lasting ties be-
tween Taiwan and the U.S. are due, in part,
to enduring personal relationships between
our two countries.

Our shared love of liberty and respect for
our citizenry, upon which our governments
were founded, has been truly exemplified by
President Ma Ying-jeou.

President Ma enjoys a unique relationship
with the U.S., having graduated from two of
our most celebrated universities (New York
University and Harvard University). His contin-
ued leadership to enhance our mutual goals
has had a lasting impact on all Americans.

We wish him and the people of Taiwan well
in the future and thank him for the cooperation
in meeting the challenges we have faced to-
gether as allies.

Our future challenges are great and we
know we can count on Taiwan as a strategic
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partner to join us in meeting those challenges
as well.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. MICHAEL
SALVATORE

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Michael Salvatore, Super-
intendant of Long Branch Public Schools. Mr.
Salvatore is a gifted and passionate educator
who has dedicated his life’s work to serving
the students of the Long Branch community.
His dedication and positive transformation of
the Long Branch Public School system have
earned him the prestigious recognition be-
stowed upon him by the Long Branch Con-
cordance. His efforts are truly worthy of this
body’s recognition.

Michael Salvatore has been employed with
the Long Branch Public School System for 14
years and is dedicated to serving the students
and families of Long Branch, New Jersey. He
began as a preschool teacher and was later
promoted to Principal at the Gregory School.
Mr. Salvatore quickly won the hearts of many
Long Branch children and families. His con-
tagious enthusiasm and positive attitude led to
the appointment as a core member of the
State Department of Education’s Leadership
Advisory Council, where he trained hundreds
of administrators throughout New Jersey. He
has also held the title of District Administrator
and Assistant Superintendent. In 2011, Mr.
Salvatore was appointed Superintendent of
the Long Branch Public School System. Mr.
Salvatore’s work is surrounded by a motto
“Where Children Matter Most” and continues
to successfully execute this ideal throughout
his schools. He remains a firm believer that
the quality of any organization cannot exceed
the quality of its leaders and continues to craft
a principal leadership network to improve es-
sential practices directly correlated to student
achievement. Superintendent Salvatore is also
a proponent of technologically advanced ap-
proached to education. The use of tablet tech-
nology, podcast messaging, green energy and
cloud computing have been utilized to en-
hance the classroom experience. Mr.
Salvatore is also working diligently to encour-
age greater community involvement through
parent forums and school festivals. A commu-
nity brunch, inspired and executed by Super-
intendent Salvatore, fed more than five hun-
dred people during the holidays. Mr.
Salvatore’s outstanding leadership abilities
and dedication to his craft continue to further
enhance a student’s educational experience.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Michael Salvatore, Superintendant
of Lon Branch Public Schools for receiving the
honor bestowed by the Long Branch Concord-
ance. His dedication and innovative foresight
continues to affect the lives of students
throughout Long Branch, New Jersey.
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, since
1994 Congress has expanded and reauthor-
ized the landmark Violence Against Women
Act numerous times in a bipartisan manner. It
is unfortunate that the Republican leadership
in the House has deviated from tradition with
this bill.

This bill not only strips important provisions
that were passed in the Senate by a bipartisan
vote of 68-31, but also weakens preventive
provisions that have been included in previous
bills  reauthorizing the Violence Against
Women Act, which were supported by Demo-
crats and Republicans over the past 18 years.
The Senate’s comprehensive reauthorization
bill improves protections for Native American
women, immigrants, and ensures all victims
are assisted regardless of religion or sexual
orientation. | support the Senate’s bipartisan
approach to the Violence Against Women Act
Reauthorization bill. | cosponsored a version
of the bill in the House of Representatives. |
also voted to bring the Senate bill up for a
vote in the House, but the Republican leader-
ship blocked all amendments and the oppor-
tunity to vote on the Senate version.

House Republicans have brought to the
floor today a controversial bill that will weaken
long-standing protections and roll back key
provisions. This is the first time the Violence
Against Women Act has become political and
it is shame. More than 300 groups have op-
posed aspects of this bill. Those groups in-
clude the National Network to End Domestic
Violence, National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence National Coalition of Anti-Violence
Programs, Break the Cycle, U.S. Conference
of Mayors, Leadership Conference on Civil
and Human Rights, National Organization for
Women, YWCA USA, AAUW, Business and
Professional Women’s Foundation, National
Women’s Law Center, Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, American Bar Associa-
tion, Human Rights Campaign, NAACP, Na-
tional Congress of American Indians, National
Council of La Raza, Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, United Church of Christ, and the
United Methodist Church. | believe that Con-
gress should stand up for all victims of domes-
tic violence and support a comprehensive re-
authorization bill.

| hope the House rejects this bill today and
immediately passes the Senate’s Violence
Against Women Act reauthorization bill. | will
monitor the progress of this bill in conference
with the Senate. | am hopeful that future
changes and improvements will give me a
chance to vote on an acceptable alternative.

———

IN HONOR OF MRS. MARILYN
RANSOM

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mrs. Marilyn Ransom, the North
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Olmsted Community Council Citizen of the
Year for 2012. A resident of North Olmsted,
Ohio since 1967, Marilyn has been an active
volunteer and activist in her community for
more than four decades.

Marilyn became involved in volunteerism as
a parent by supporting her children’s schools
and the Girl Scouts. Throughout the 1970s
and 1980s, she volunteered as a cadet assist-
ant leader, leader and eventually Field Direc-
tor for the Erie Shores Girl Scout Council as
a recruiter for future leaders. Marilyn was also
an involved member of the Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA). She served as president of
the North Olmsted Pre-School PTA and the
Early Childhood Education chair for the Ohio
PTA.

Marilyn dedicated her time to the City of Lo-
rain YMCA, where, in her role as adminis-
trator, she was able to keep the facility open
for an additional three years. She was an ac-
tive member of the North Olmsted Christian
Science Society, an organizer of Relay for Life
teams and a volunteer with North Olmsted
Community Council’s Scholarship and Parade
Committee. Marilyn was instrumental in the
creation of the North Olmsted Honest Con-
versations program and the All Nations Day
celebrations.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Mrs. Marilyn Ransom, the 2012
North Olmsted Community Council Citizen of
the Year.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SECOND
INAUGURATION OF PRESIDENT
MA YING-JEOU OF TAIWAN

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, it is important to recognize the
very important occasion of the second Inau-
guration of President Ma Ying-Jeou as the
leader of our friend and ally the Republic of
China (Taiwan).

The upcoming inauguration on May 20,
2012 is the culmination of a tremendous
amount of hard work by President Ma who is
deserving of praise for his years of public
service. President Ma began his career as an
assistant to the President of Taiwan before he
became the youngest Cabinet Minister in the
history of Taiwan. He confronted the difficult
challenges of the Justice Ministry where he in-
vestigated and prosecuted corrupt public offi-
cials before being elected as the Mayor of Tai-
pei where he successfully helped Taiwan’s
largest city grow economically. First elected in
2008 President Ma is now beginning another
four year term following his recent reelection.

Last year, the United States and Taiwan
celebrated the 100 year anniversary of our
friendship and alliance. | look forward to con-
tinuing a robust friendship with this steadfast
ally for many years to come and send my best
wishes to President Ma as he undertakes the
challenges of a second term in office.

May 17, 2012

HONORING HUDSON VALLEY’S
FIRST RESPONDERS

HON. NAN A.S. HAYWORTH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the first responders who serve
our beautiful Hudson Valley in New York’s
19th Congressional District.

This past year brought many challenges to
our first responders. It's a privilege to join all
of our neighbors in thanking these men and
women. As part of our nation’s first line of de-
fense, our police, fire, and emergency services
personnel put themselves at risk every day to
protect our homes, families, and communities.

In particular, the first responders named
below deserve special recognition for con-
spicuous acts of valor, years of dedicated
service, and leadership.

From Orange and Rockland Counties:

Captain William Stropell

Responder Stephen Broesler

Responder Melvin Livsey, Jr.

Responder Elieen Searless

Paramedic Elizabeth Bodnar

EMT Pat Conques

EMT Lois Stranges

EMT Anthony Maggio

EMT Shaun Mill

Firefighter Justin Phillips

Police Officer John Bourke

Public Safety Dispatcher Brad Dain

Firefighter Andrew Kolesar

Gas Troubleshooter lan Mackey

Gas Troubleshooter Lee Stipek

Firefighter Kenneth Patterson

Firefighter Jerry Knapp

The West Haverstraw Volunteer Fire De-
partment

The
Corps

Rockland Mobile Care Paramedics

The Rockland County Anti-Terrorism Analyt-
ical Group

From Westchester, Putnam, and Dutchess
Counties:

North Salem Emergency Management Coor-
dinator Kurt Guldan

Chief Albert Melillo

Firefighter Joseph Simoncini, Sr.

Firefighter Robert H. Ruston

The Westchester County Technical Rescue
Team

Tim Fisher, Richard Benkwitt, Thomas Bock,
Joseph Alimena, Chris Blaich, Fred

Briggs, Carlos Canos, Paul Cappello, Chris
Colombo, Mark Dickey, Robert

Franklin, William Gallagher, Phil
Nikolai Kabelev, Eliot Lazar, Gerard

Mcllvain, Terence Murphy, Jerome New-
man, Joseph Nickischer, Doug Palmesi,

Richard Palmesi, Brett Schlosser,
Sulenski

Paramedic, EMT, and Past Captain Donald
Graesser

Police Officer Bryan Shay

Police Officer James Terrazos

Detective John Falcone

Paramedic Michael Revenson

Lieutenant Erin Scott

Past Chief Kenneth Clair

Firefighter Daniel Valentine

Firefighter Michael M. Bowman

Chief Mathew Steltz

Haverstraw Volunteer Ambulance

Goulet,

Albert
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