May 17, 2012

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, invest-
ing in education is an investment in
our Nation’s future. In these tough
times, we should make every effort to
increase access to higher education for
all Americans.

Unfortunately, if Congress does not
act soon, interest rates on student
loans will double for over 7 million stu-
dents. If these rate hikes go into effect,
it will be cheaper to buy a home than
to buy a college education.

Sadly, the GOP seems to want higher
education reserved only for the
wealthiest Americans. Instead of work-
ing to help more Americans achieve a
college education, Republicans are
playing games with the health of
women and children. Once again, Re-
publicans are showing their priorities
are out of touch with hardworking
Americans.

We need to act now to keep student
loan interest rates low so all Ameri-
cans have an opportunity to obtain an
education.

——————

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ARNETT

(Mr. GARDNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GARDNER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor and thank Lieuten-
ant Colonel David Arnett from Greeley,
Colorado, for his 29 years of service in
the United States Air Force.

Colonel Arnett retired from service
as the flight commander of the 137th
Space Warning Squadron in Greeley
this past month. His extensive accom-
plishments in the United States Air
Force are rivaled only by his service
and involvement in the Greeley com-
munity.

Colonel Arnett was recognized for his
outstanding performance as a combat
field commander, and the 137th Space
Warning Squadron was recognized as
the Nation’s top nonflying Air Na-
tional Guard combat squadron six
times, which is unprecedented.

After 16 years of service in Greeley
and a dozen major and minor combat
inspections by the United States Air
Force, Colonel Arnett was additionally
recognized as one of the Nation’s top
space and missile operators and flight
commanders. In the Greeley commu-
nity, Colonel Arnett was the Boy
Scouts of America Scout Master of the
Year and is a loving husband to his
wife, Cindy, and father of their four
children.

Today, I would like to formally
honor and congratulate Colonel Arnett
on his retirement and thank him for
his service and commitment to our Na-
tion.

————

NATIONAL CANCER RESEARCH
MONTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise
in recognition of May as National Can-
cer Research Month.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

We have made many promising ad-
vances in cancer research, including at
Roswell Park Cancer Institute in my
Buffalo community. Beyond tradi-
tional chemotherapy, cancer research
has produced new discoveries, includ-
ing smart drugs and vaccines for both
prevention and therapy.

Madam Speaker, the only failure in
cancer research is when you quit or
you’re forced to quit because of lack of
funding. Our budget should reflect our
Nation’s priorities. We all say cancer
research is a priority, but Congress
then cuts funding to the National Can-
cer Institute.

I urge my colleagues—in the strong-
est possible terms—to make a strong
investment in cancer-research funding.
Let’s give our scientists and research-
ers the support that they need.

———

GLEN CAMPBELL AND
ALZHEIMER’S

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, Glen
Campbell is one of the great singers
and guitarists in our United States his-
tory. He suffers from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Despite that fact, he continues to
tour; and he is giving his farewell tour
now.

Last night, some of us were privi-
leged to hear him at the Library of
Congress. He is still performing well.
He is performing to bring more atten-
tion to Alzheimer’s, a disease that
strikes 5 million Americans and will
strike another 10 million as baby
boomers get older. It is a serious dis-
ease which has no cure, and there is no
real knowledge of the origins of it. We
must find a cure.

President Obama announced the
launch of the National Alzheimer’s
Plan, which is hopefully going to find a
cure and prevent and treat Alzheimer’s
by 2025. We need to support the appro-
priations for such in this body, support
Francis Collins at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, and we need to support
the caregivers who treat Alzheimer’s
victims. It is an urgent problem that
we must deal with today.

I thank Glen Campbell for his cour-
age in performing and bringing more
attention of the American people and
the world to this terrible illness.

———
REDUCE STUDENT LOAN RATES

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. On July 1, student
loan interest rates are set to double on
their loans from 3.4 to 6.8 percent.

After initially resisting making any
adjustment in proposing actual further
cuts in student financial aid, the Re-
publicans said, No, wait a minute.
We’ll bring up a bill. We’ll take care of
that for 1 year. You just have to elimi-
nate funding for public health and pre-
ventive health care.

H2825

Student loans or preventive health
care and public health. They say that
is the choice we have to make. We
don’t have to make that choice.
There’s a much better choice. If we
raised taxes 1 percent on income over
$380,000 a year, your taxes would still
be lower than in the Clinton era, and
we could fund a permanent reduction
in financial aid for students.

I know at the country club they’re
not hearing much about people who
can’t afford to go to college. But I tell
you what, for the people in my district
and the people I represent, their kids
are loading up with debt. It is going to
hobble them after they graduate from
college.

We’ve got to reduce these rates.
We’ve got to reduce them permanently.
Why not ask those who have made it
fabulously and earn over $380,000 a year
to contribute 1 percent to that cause?

————
OLDER AMERICANS MONTH

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Older Americans Month. And I
want to address an issue that is incred-
ibly important to seniors, that is, car-
ing for seniors with chronic illness and
preventing unnecessary hospitaliza-
tions.

Madam Speaker, skilled home care
providers in my district deliver high-
quality and clinically effective care.
Such care enables seniors to stay in
their homes, rather than costing us by
putting them out of their homes and
into nursing homes. Unfortunately, a
narrow sliver of operators within the
Medicare home health program are tar-
nishing the good work of these dedi-
cated, compassionate, and skilled pro-
fessionals.

MedPAC has found that a small num-
ber of criminals in just 25 counties are
ripping off Medicare beneficiaries and
taxpayers. Since we know the source of
this abuse, it makes the most sense to
isolate it and go after it, rather than
indiscriminately cutting payments to
thousands of home care providers that
do the right thing by seniors and tax-
payers.

So let’s reform the way we do this.
Let’s not cut off the people who do
good work.

———
CROSSLAND VOCATIONAL CENTER

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. EDWARDS. Madam Speaker, I
rise to honor the 45th anniversary of
the dedication of the Crossland Voca-
tional Center located in Prince
George’s County, Maryland.

On April 27, 1967, President Lyndon
Johnson dedicated the Crossland Voca-
tional Center at Crossland High School
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