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water infrastructure improvements
through Federal grants and contribu-
tions from State matching funds and
leveraging.

For the past several years, Jim has
also served as an important resource to
the Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions on wastewater policy issues. I am
particularly grateful for the assistance
he provided to implement the critical
$4 billion investment in wastewater
projects included in the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act. With
Jim’s guidance, EPA and the States
worked to get an unprecedented 1,870
clean water projects under contract
within a year of the law’s passage, in-
cluding ten in my home State. His ex-
perience and guidance will be missed.

I congratulate Jim on a job well
done. He leaves a proud and enduring
legacy of public service.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL
CHRISTOPHER C. COLVIN

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize a friend of Alaska for
his extraordinary 34 years of service to
the U.S. Coast Guard and our Nation.
In Alaska, we know him best for his
service as the commander of the Coast
Guard 17th District, but he has served
valiantly across our Nation throughout
his long and distinguished career. On
June 1, he will retire as the deputy
commander of the Coast Guard’s Pa-
cific Area Command in Alameda, CA.

Rear Admiral Colvin is a native of
Erie, PA. He graduated from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill in 1976 with a bachelor of arts de-
gree in political science and entered
Coast Guard Officer Candidate School
in November 1978, earning his commis-
sion in March 1979. His 34-year Coast
Guard career has included a variety of
operational and staff assignments on
both coasts. He served aboard eight
Coast Guard cutters and commanded
three. In 2003 he commanded Coast
Guard Cutter DALLAS, WHEC 716,
while attached to the USS Truman/USS
Roosevelt battle force conducting com-
bat operations during the first 6
months of Operation Iraqi Freedom. In
2004, Rear Admiral Colvin served as
commander of Coast Guard forces off
Haiti and as the maritime component
commander to Joint Task Force Haiti,
helping prevent a mass migration and
preserving order in Port au Prince Har-
bor following the unexpected departure
of former Haitian President Aristide.
He is a 1999 graduate of the Naval War
College in Newport, RI, earning a mas-
ter of arts degree in national security
and strategic studies. His staff exper-
tise is in cutter management, oper-
ations, strategy, and readiness. He has
enforced U.S. sovereignty in the mari-
time arena by interdicting illegal
drugs, detaining illegal migrants, seiz-
ing foreign fishing vessels, and saving
lives.
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Rear Admiral Colvin’s first flag as-
signment was as the deputy director of
operations for U.S. Northern Command
in Colorado Springs, CO. From there he
was assigned as the commander of the
17th Coast Guard District in Juneau,
AK, from 2009 to 2011, when he was re-
sponsible for Coast Guard operations
throughout Alaska and the U.S. Arctic.
He currently serves as the deputy com-
mander of the Coast Guard’s Pacific
Area Command in Alameda, CA. His
many notable accomplishments from
his current assignment include coordi-
nating USCGC HEALY’s historic 2011
to 2012 icebreaking mission to mitigate
a critical fuel shortage in the city of
Nome, AK.

Rear Admiral Colvin married his wife
Kristin in 1985, and they have two chil-
dren. Their son Mark is a high school
freshman and their daughter Meagan is
a student at the University of Central
Florida. Rear Admiral Colvin’s parents
are Dr. Charles and Evelyn Colvin of
Erie, PA.

Mr. President, on behalf of the State
of Alaska, I ask my distinguished col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Rear
Admiral Colvin’s exceptional career.
We owe him a debt of gratitude for his
commitment to the Coast Guard and to
our Nation. We wish him well in his re-
tirement.e

COMMENDING MISSISSIPPI LEVEE
BOARDS

e Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, a year
ago my State of Mississippi suffered
one of the worst disasters in our his-
tory when the Mississippi River and its
tributaries were confronted with record
flood levels that threatened the well-
being of residents and property over
much of our State. The 2011 flood put
our people and flood control structures
to the test. Federal, State, and local
entities worked heroically to prevent
this disaster from becoming an out-
right catastrophe. I would like to espe-
cially commend the Mississippi Levee
Board and the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta
Levee Board for their impressive lead-
ership during the flood and for taking
the necessary actions to protect our
population and to limit flood damage.

The Mississippi Levee Board is re-
sponsible for operating and maintain-
ing a roughly 212-mile levee system
along the river, as well as 360 miles of
interior drainage streams. The Yazoo-
Mississippi Delta Levee Board main-
tains 98 miles of mainline levees and 18
miles of backwater levees. Each board
has worked efficiently and effectively
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to reduce the threat of high water and
flood damage.

The great flood of 2011 reminded us of
the importance of diligence, prepara-
tion, and cooperation to ensure that
our levees remain strong and that the
lives and property in our State are pro-
tected.e
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EDGELEY, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am
pleased to honor a thriving community
in North Dakota that will soon be cele-
brating its 125th anniversary. On June
15 through June 17 of this year, the
residents of Edgeley will be celebrating
their community’s history and found-
ing.

Replacing the pioneer settlement of
Saint George, the city of Edgeley has
had a rich history. Edgeley is named
after the birthplace of Englishman
Richard Sykes, who was a significant
developer and true believer in the po-
tential of Edgeley and the surrounding
area. In 1881, Mr. Sykes traveled from
England to explore increasing his land
holdings in America. Not surprisingly,
he settled on the rich soil and beautiful
country of Wells, Stutsman, LaMoure,
and Morton counties in North Dakota.

Edgeley is home to many bustling
small businesses and farmers who grow
wheat, corn, soybeans, sunflowers, bar-
ley, oats, potatoes, and all manner of
small grains, in addition to raising cat-
tle and other types of livestock. North
Dakota’s first wind farm was built 8
miles west of Edgeley, providing 1.5
megawatts of sustainable electricity to
many residents of the State.

Sponsored by the Edgeley Lions Club,
the city is celebrating its 125th anni-
versary this summer. Among the
events planned are a pageant, Kkids
games on Main Street, a 5k run-walk, a
golf tournament, two parades, and a
commemorative gun raffle. Residents
are also eagerly awaiting the grand
opening of the new swimming pool.

I ask the United States Senate to
join me in congratulating Edgeley, ND,
and its residents on their 125th anni-
versary and in wishing them a warm
future.e

————

BALTA, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am
pleased to honor a vibrant community
in North Dakota that will soon cele-
brate its 100th anniversary. From June
15 through June 17 of this year, the
residents of Balta will commemorate
their community’s history and found-
ing.

Originally named Egan when the
town was founded in 1912, its rail sta-
tion was an important spot on the Soo
Line Railroad. However, when it was
discovered that a rail station in South
Dakota had already claimed the name
of Egan, the small village changed its
name to Balta when the post office
opened on February 6, 1913. This new
name was taken from a town in south-
ern Russia, which is not surprising con-
sidering the heritage of the settlers,
who were mostly Germans from Russia.
Balta enjoys a reputation for some of
the best duck and deer hunting in the
State, and the community especially
enjoys boating, swimming, and fishing
at the Balta Dam Recreation Area.

The citizens of Balta are proud of
their accomplishments and will cele-
brate the town’s centennial with a
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