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TRIBUTE TO SECOND LIEUTENANT
THEODORE REMINGTON WOO

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishment of a hero from
the Second Congressional District of West Vir-
ginia, Second Lieutenant Theodore Remington
Woo; a highly honored West Virginian soldier
who served in two wars for his country. He
was the first soldier of Chinese descent to die
in combat for the state of West Virginia. He
was awarded the Bronze Star, Distinguished
Service Cross Citation, Purple Heart, Combat
Infantryman’s badge, Korean Service Medal,
United Nations Service Medal, National De-
fense Service Medal, Korean Presidential Unit
Citation, and the Republic of Korea War Serv-
ice Medal.

Theodore Remington Woo’s accomplish-
ments of his life exceed his collection of med-
als. | am honored to have requested his name
stand forever within the 20-64-53.27wb
bridge on Interstate 64 in his home of
Kanawha County, West Virginia. The bridge
will be located only minutes away from where
his high school once stood. Second Lieutenant
Woo grew up in a patriotic family with several
relatives being named after American presi-
dents. He and his brother George, who went
on to become a House Delegate, played along
the Kanawha River and helped out in their
family restaurant, The Canton.

Second Lieutenant Woo was a student at
West Virginia University before he enlisted in
the Army. Woo then served with the 93rd Divi-
sion of the Third Army in France, Germany,
and Czechoslovakia where he received the
Bronze Star for “Meritorious Achievement in
Ground Operations Against the Enemy in Eu-
ropean Theater of Operations.”

After World War I, he reenrolled in West
Virginia University, but was needed during his
senior year to train at Fort Knox as an infantry
leader until 1951. Second Lieutenant Woo
then served in the Korean War as Platoon
Leader in Company E, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cal-
vary Regiment in the 1st Calvary Division. A
story of heroism echoed through our nation
when he and his men destroyed an enemy
bunker while dodging overwhelming mortar
and small arms fire. Out distancing his leading
elements, he was forced to retreat the hill to
regroup. Despite being wounded in the arm,
he continued to lead and retake the hill. Upon
capturing the hill, Second Lieutenant Woo was
tragically killed during counter attack while
evacuating the wounded. Woo’s courage and
devotion will be forever recognized and serve
as a symbol of our commitment to peace.

West Virginians are truly honored to count
Second Lieutenant Woo, a real American
hero, among us.

———

CELEBRATING THE GARY NAACP’S
47TH ANNUAL LIFE MEMBERSHIP
BANQUET

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to stand before you today to
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recognize and commend the members of the
Gary, Indiana, branch of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). On Saturday, June 2, 2012, the
Gary NAACP will hold its 47th Annual Life
Membership Banquet at the Genesis Conven-
tion Center in Gary, Indiana.

This annual event is a major fundraiser for
the Gary NAACP. The funds generated
through this event directly support the organi-
zation’s many outstanding programs and ad-
vocacy efforts. Through its membership and
the support of the community, the Gary
NAACP is able to serve the people of North-
west Indiana and continue the mission started
by the national organization in 1909 by work-
ing diligently to combat injustice, discrimina-
tion, and unfair treatment for all people in to-
day’s society. In addition, the banquet serves
to update and keep the community aware of
the NAACP’s activities and formally honor its
new life members.

The keynote speaker at this year’s event will
be Reverend Dr. Michael Eric Dyson. Dr.
Dyson is a Georgetown University professor of
sociology and a political analyst for MSNBC.
Dr. Dyson has been able to positively influ-
ence the lives of numerous individuals through
his remarkable career and his noteworthy
dedication to charitable endeavors. In addition
to his outstanding professional career, Dr.
Dyson is well-known as a social activist, re-
nowned orator, and prophetic preacher.

This year, the Gary NAACP will honor
twelve outstanding individuals from Northwest
Indiana who will join the hundreds of other
outstanding civil, community, and religious
leaders that have previously been recognized
as life members. For 2012, the distinguished
individuals who will be inducted as life mem-
bers of the Gary NAACP are: Indiana Su-
preme Court Justice Robert Rucker, Dr. Judy
Ball, Shontrai Irving, Esqg., Gage Brown,
Kamden Brown, Shante Brown, Zachery
Brown, Stephen Mays, Dr. Linda Peterson,
Renee Ceaser-Patterson, Kennedy Winfrey,
and Kya Winfrey.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to the newest life members of the Gary branch
of the NAACP, as well as Attorney Karen
Pulliam, the current Gary NAACP president,
and all members of the organization for their
extraordinary efforts and for their tremendous
leadership. These outstanding men and
women have worked tirelessly to improve the
quality of life for all residents of Indiana’s First
Congressional District, and for that they are to
be commended.

———

H.R. 5661, THE FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION REFORM ACT
OF 2012

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H.R. 5651, the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) Reform Act of
2012. The user fee process at the FDA is a
vital element in maintaining operations at the
FDA to bring valuable drugs and devices
through the approval pathway and to market.
| am optimistic that, with the enhanced finan-
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cial incentives and resources available to the
FDA included in the user fee agreements, we
will see shorter approval times and more suc-
cessful products available to patients. Addi-
tionally, there are significant drug and device
regulatory improvements that will, | believe, in-
crease transparency, market involvement, and
the development of innovative and life-saving
drugs and devices.

Consistent throughout this process has
been a commitment to bringing the need of
the rare disease community to the forefront of
this debate, both through medical device legis-
lation as well as a focus on drug development
for rare diseases. | am proud to have my bill,
the Humanitarian Device Reform Act (H.R.
3211), included as a provision in the device
regulatory section. This language will make it
easier for device manufacturers to create Hu-
manitarian Use Devices (HUDs) to treat indi-
viduals, both children and adults, who suffer
from diseases that affect communities of 4,000
or fewer each year. Current law prevents com-
panies who manufacture HUDs from recoup-
ing beyond the research and development
costs, subsequently restricting entry into this
field, particularly for smaller device companies,
such as those found in New Hampshire. This
provision would lift this outdated profit cap re-
striction and would do so in a way that main-
tains incentives for devices developed for both
children and adults and keeps in place the
necessary product safeguards. It would main-
tain FDA’s current oversight of HUDs but, by
allowing manufacturers to generate a profit
from the sale of these devices, allow for fur-
ther development, improvements, and incen-
tives to make it possible for new device devel-
opers to enter the marketplace, many of which
cannot afford to do so under current statute.

During this debate | have made clear my
support for rare diseases and the focus on
drug development and expedited approval
pathways for drugs to treat rare diseases.
With this increased focus on providing incen-
tives to manufacturers to invest in the devel-
opment of these drugs, it can be an attainable
goal for an individual and family affected by
rare diseases to not only improve the quality
of life but possibly even find a cure. By work-
ing together, the FDA and drug developers will
be able to maintain the high standards of safe-
ty but also fast-track the approval process in
order to bring these important drugs to the pa-
tient.

While H.R. 5651 makes a number of impor-
tant reforms, more work needs to be done to
strengthen the integrity of the drug supply
chain. Congress must maintain its commitment
to keeping the American people safe and pro-
tect the integrity of drugs, from the manufac-
turing floor to the medicine cabinet. We need
more than the prospect of a patchwork of
state regulations that would prove to be costly
and ineffective, and more importantly, would
fail to get the job done. Instead, we need a
common sense national tracking system that
will provide a consistent and workable solution
for all parties in the supply chain.

At the beginning of May, | joined a bipar-
tisan group of my colleagues in writing a letter
to Chairmen UPTON and PITTS and Ranking
Members WAXMAN and PALLONE stressing the
importance of the pharmaceutical distribution
chain and urging the inclusion of legislative
language to establish a prescription drug
traceability platform. While | had hoped an
agreement would have been included in the
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