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she be named Flora, after my grandmother’s
courageous sister. Flora was very beautiful
people told my grandmother. She must have
been the oldest, or one of the older ones, as
she was married to a doctor and had a child
by the time of the massacre. Her husband
was arrested and most probably killed soon
after. The Turks asked her to convert so that
she could become a wife to one of them. They
would have spared her and her child if she
agreed. My great aunt Flora knew that she
would be raped, tortured, and killed if she
did not accept their offer. However, she
chose not to give in. They must have been
marching through a mountainous area. She
somehow got away and jumped off a cliff into
her death. Some said that she jumped with
her child. When I was born, my grandmother
requested that my parents name me Flora to
continue her sister’s legacy.

My grandmother was a strong woman. She
continued to live in Cypress with her sister,
Maritza, up to the age of 19. Then she moved
to Syria where she got married and bore
eight children, two of whom died in their
childhood. She was widowed too soon and
worked hard for her family. Eventually,
most of her children immigrated to France
and Germany. She moved to Germany with
my father and mother. She lived with us for
many years and died in our house at the age
of 81. Now she rests in peace in the land of
the people who took her in as an infant.

It was a privilege to grow up with my
grandmother. She was amazing. She was able
to sing the German Anthem word for word up
to the day she died. She had learned it at the
orphanage from her ‘“‘Mutter.” She started
her day with prayer and ended her day in
prayer. She instilled in me great values such
as faith and courage. I learned many things
from my grandmother, Araxi.

I am grateful to my Nana for naming me
after her courageous sister, Flora. I am
grateful that she told me all these stories so
that I would know about my heritage and
never forget. I am grateful for her many
prayers and blessings.

Here I am grandma, telling your story to
the whole world! I love you, your grand-
daughter, Flora
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to my loyal district ad-
ministrator, Bob Mitchell, in honor of his retire-
ment after dedicating more than 32 years as
my right-hand-man, my confidant, political ad-
viser and tireless ambassador for southern
and eastern Kentucky.

Bob Mitchell is arguably one of the greatest
political advisers in the history of the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. He understands the
power of partnerships, regionalization and
communication, yet never underestimates the
importance of gratitude and humility.

His father, the late Murrell Mitchell, who
served as a member of the Knox County
School Board, as well as three terms as a
Knox County Magistrate, inspired Bob’s polit-
ical interests and philanthropic heart. It is thus
his courage of conviction that has driven his
work to transform southern and eastern Ken-
tucky and improve the quality of life in our
rural region.

With Bob Mitchell at the helm of all district
projects, thousands of families now have ac-
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cess to clean drinking water and sanitary
waste water systems, are protected by flood-
control projects and live without the fear of
yearly floods, have better roads to travel on,
and have good-paying, stable jobs. He also
helped launch and provide guidance to non-
profit organizations like the Southeast Ken-
tucky Economic Development Corporation for
job creation, Forward in the Fifth for edu-
cation, The Center for Rural Development,
TOUR Southern and Eastern Kentucky to pro-
mote tourism, PRIDE for environmental edu-
cation and clean-ups, as well as Operation
UNITE in fighting drug abuse.

Countless organizations and political can-
didates have coveted Bob Mitchell’s impec-
cable leadership skills. He has served on a lit-
any of boards from financial institutions to
non-profit organizations, and assisted with
campaigns from county seats to Presidential
hopefuls. His legacy will continue to flourish
from the seeds of wisdom, hope and inspira-
tion he has planted across our great Common-
wealth.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring my friend and my partner, Bob
Mitchell, on his retirement. My wife, Cynthia
and | wish Bob and his wife, Nancy all the
best in the years to come.

———
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Debbi Fisher, founder and Oper-
ations Director of Rainier Therapeutic Riding.
Her work gives active duty servicemembers at
Joint Base Lewis McChord and veterans in
our community a facility for therapeutic riding
and relief from mental and physical injuries.

Debbi founded Rainier Therapeutic Riding in
Yelm, Washington in 2008 after nearly 40
years of riding and horse training experience.
As the widow of a Marine Pilot and Air Force
Colonel, and the mother of a son in the Ma-
rines and daughter in the Air Force, she as-
pired to use her skills to help those who have
served our country. She has described horses
and servicemembers and veterans as perfect
companions.

Rainier Therapeutic Riding is now the larg-
est provider of equine therapy to military per-
sonnel in the country, serving 75 people a
year at no cost to the individual or the govern-
ment. They work with the Warrior Transition
Battalion and Air Force Medical Flight at Joint
Base Lewis McChord to give those suffering
from post-traumatic stress syndrome, trau-
matic brain injuries, and other injuries a place
to rediscover a happiness for life.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that | rec-
ognize the work of Debbi Fisher and all of the
volunteers at Rainier Therapeutic Riding. By
giving back to our servicemembers and vet-
erans who have sacrificed so much for our
country, Debbi has helped many to vastly
change their outlook and improve their happi-
ness.

E925

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
REFORM ACT OF 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 30, 2012

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | want to thank
Chairmen UpTOn and PITTS and Ranking
Members WAXMAN and PALLONE for their work
in bringing to the floor a bipartisan bill that
provides FDA additional resources to bring
new drugs and medical devices to market.
These new resources will enable FDA to im-
prove review times for new product applica-
tions and provide companies greater clarity
about compliance requirements and their re-
sponsibilities.

There are many important policy improve-
ments in this bill. They include:

A reauthorization of the user fee programs
for prescription drugs and medical devices, as
well as the creation of a new generic user fee
program that will help slash current review
times for these products.

A reauthorization of two programs that fos-
ter the development and safe use of prescrip-
tion drugs for children.

New incentives for the development of anti-
biotics, which are needed to increase the
number of products in the development pipe-
line.

Today’s bill also includes the reauthorization
of legislation | authored in 2007 that has
helped spur the development of medical de-
vices for children. The Pediatric Medical De-
vice Safety and Improvement Act, PMDSIA,
creates grants that bridge the gap between
the people who understand the medical
need—doctors and innovators—with the peo-
ple who can help turn their ideas into devices
on the shelves, like manufacturers and federal
regulators. Since the grant program’s incep-
tion, the five Pediatric Device Consortia estab-
lished as a result of this language have as-
sisted in advancing the development of 135
pediatric medical devices. Currently the con-
sortia are managing 80 active pediatric med-
ical device products.

The FDA Reform Act also extends a provi-
sion of PMDSIA that provided profit incentives
for companies to develop devices for rare pe-
diatric diseases. The original incentive passed
in 2007 solely for pediatric diseases proved
immensely successful. Today’s bill strikes a
compromise to extend this incentive for de-
vices used to treat rare diseases in adults as
well, while still retaining the incentive for pedi-
atric devices. | urge Congress does not nega-
tively impact the development of devices for
children.

In addition, we will need to ensure that com-
panies using this incentive and making a profit
on their device because they got pediatric la-
beling actually continue to sell their device for
use in children and not only for adults. The
Pediatric Advisory Committee at the FDA will
need to play a vital role in this oversight and
in monitoring the number of devices sold for
adult use as opposed to the number sold for
pediatric use.

PMDSIA also included a requirement that
device companies provide FDA with informa-
tion on the pediatric populations that could
benefit from a new device they are looking to
sell. This was supposed to help FDA track
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