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Well, let’s start with Senator WEBB,
who’s not running for reelection. He’s
been in the Chamber now 5% years. No
stated position. It’s kind of hard to be-
lieve you can be a U.S. Senator who
has nuclear waste on site and does not
have a stated position on whether you
want nuclear waste stored right next
to a recreational lake in your State or
moved underneath a mountain in the
desert. Senator WARNER came 2 years
after Senator WEBB. He’s been there 4
years. No stated position.

Why is this concerning? Well, we go
to the total tally of our 100 U.S. Sen-
ators based on either votes taken in
the Senate or public statements ren-
dered, and this is what we have as of
today. Remember, I've come to the
floor 13 different times identifying nu-
clear waste storage facilities all
around the country. Most of the time
they’re generating stations. Sometimes
they’re Department of Defense waste
sites like Hanford, Washington, which
is the first place that I talked about.

Based upon our tally, we have 55
votes for a high-level nuclear waste
central repository at Yucca Mountain.
We have 22 individuals—we noticed two
today—who have never taken a posi-
tion whether the high-level nuclear
waste should be in their State, in their
locality, or in the desert underneath a
mountain. We also have 23 that have
cast votes or made statements against
that.

Now, why is this tally important?
Well, it only takes 60 votes to move a
piece of legislation in the U.S. Senate,
cloture debate based upon a filibuster
than a simple majority vote. So the
question is: When will these 22 Sen-
ators at least make some position
statement on the high-level nuclear
waste repository?

Now, there are four other Senators
that I've included in this—two from
Alaska, two from Hawaii. They have no
nuclear waste in their State. But Sen-
ator BEGICH from Alaska has no stated
position. Senator MURKOWSKI voted for
the high-level nuclear waste storage
site. She’s also from Alaska. Senator
AKAKA voted ‘“‘no” in a 2002 vote. Sen-
ator INOUYE voted ‘“‘no” in a 2002 vote.
So that finishes the culmination of all
the Senators.

Based upon the problem in Japan
with Fukushima Daiichi and the issue
of high-level nuclear waste, isn’t it
about time we stop this administra-
tion’s attack and move to Yucca Moun-
tain?

———

ISSUES FACING AMERICA TODAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Let me,
first of all, say how pleased I am to
have Benjamin with me, who is rep-
resenting and advocating for the fair-
ness and treatment of the foster care
system and foster children as they ma-
ture into adulthood. This is an impor-
tant aspect of democracy.
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Mr. Speaker, I come this morning
with a series of issues regarding rights.
First of all, let me acknowledge that
this was Memorial Day week, when I
hope all of us were doing more com-
memorating than possibly celebrating
with tasty food. I had the privilege of
joining our community in a national
Memorial Day celebration at the Hous-
ton Veterans Cemetery and then going
to The Heights, a historic community,
and commemorating the fallen soldiers
at the World War II Monument in The
Heights of the 18th Congressional Dis-
trict. On this past Saturday, I had a
fun festival day of veterans and cele-
bration commemorating the service of
our soldiers—those who have fallen and
those who live.

That’s why I rise today to ask and
encourage—even after the NATO meet-
ing—that we have a quick resolution of
the Afghan war. And I join my col-
leagues, Congresswoman BARBARA LEE
and WALTER JONES, in their discussion
this afternoon of what’s next in Af-
ghanistan. We thank those soldiers on
the front line. None of our commentary
to bring this war to an end has any-
thing to do with their brave, wonder-
ful, heroic acts of service and fighting
for democracy and justice.

We ask President Karzai and his gov-
ernment to end its corruptness and to
begin to transition so that the people
of Afghanistan can live in peace. We
want peace as well, and we want their
rights to prevail.

Mr. Speaker, I now move to a tragic
situation of huge proportions. I joined
Syrian Americans on Tuesday in my
community, standing in front of the
Federal courthouse, crying out for
peace and justice for the Syrian people.
Alongside of me were Syrian Ameri-
cans whose families were in Houla and
Homs and had seen the brutality. We
had projections of the violence against
children and bodies wrapped in white
cloth.

Mr. Speaker, we cry out and wonder
why there cannot be more done by the
world. Where is the outrage?

I congratulate the Secretary of State
and the President of the United States
and other Western countries and others
who have expelled the Syrian envoys.
Get them out now because, obviously,
Dr. Assad does not recognize that peo-
ple are valued.

And so I call upon the Arab League
to put pressure on China and Russia.
Let us not put our individual needs of
energy—oil and gas, oil in particular—
over the deadly violence that is going
on in Syria. Shame on you.

I ask the U.N. Security Council that
is now blocked by China and Russia to
institute a U.N. Unity of Peace Resolu-
tion No. 377, which was done during the
Korean War, where you go to the Gen-
eral Assembly and put forward rec-
ommendations that would engage or
provide for peace and provide for the
involvement of other countries pro-
viding for the assistance of the Syrian
free army.

No, I'm not asking for war. I'm ask-
ing for the end of the violence in Syria.
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How can we stand by as we once stood
by looking at Darfur, as we once stood
by looking at Rwanda? How can we
stand by?

I cry out for this Congress to issue
sanctions. I cry out for actions.

Let me conclude by simply saying
today we will have on the floor of the
House a bill by the name of PRENDA.
As I’'ve heard from my colleagues, not
one of us disagree with the idea of
forced abortions, meaning that we do
not disagree that that is heinous and
horrific. I fear the PRENDA legislation
because it is not thoughtful and has
not been drafted in a way that distin-
guishes the rights of women in this Na-
tion to have choice. And what it does,
Mr. Speaker, is it criminalizes a doctor
and criminalizes a relationship be-
tween a patient and a physician.

In this country, we have the right of
choice. That choice is between a
woman, her God, her faith, her family,
and her physician. And what you do in
PRENDA is that you taint and stig-
matize the relationship between the
doctor and the patient. Because how do
you get in the mindset and the psyche
of a physician who is doing his job pro-
viding the care that the woman has
asked—her choice—and begin to de-
monize and suggest that she is forcibly
deciding to abort because she is forc-
ibly deciding what gender she wants?

Then, of course, you add insult to in-
jury by profiling various countries. As
my colleague has previously said, why
can’t we look for more positive ways of
providing women’s rights and dis-
cerning or educating people that
women are equally valuable as human
beings as men? But the PRENDA bill
demonizes the patient-physician rela-
tionship. We cannot have that. I ask
for a ‘“‘no’’ vote.

———
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CONGRATULATING CAROL MARTIN
GATTON ACADEMY OF MATHE-
MATICS AND SCIENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Carol Martin
Gatton Academy of Mathematics and
Science for being named America’s
Best Public High School for 2012 by
Newsweek magazine.

BEach year, Newsweek publishes a
ranking of the Nation’s top 1,000 public
high schools. Schools are judged on cri-
teria such as percentage of graduates
accepted to college, advanced place-
ment and international baccalaureate
test scores, and average SAT scores.
Year after year, one quarter of the
schools making the list are located
near major metropolitan areas. How-
ever, I am proud to announce that this
year’s number one school, the Gatton
Academy of Mathematics and Science,
is in my hometown of Bowling Green,
Kentucky.

I witnessed firsthand the Gatton
Academy grow from a dream of a few
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