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they faced and why they had to leave
everything behind and flee to a neigh-
boring country. They were worried
about family and friends who are still
in Syria—particularly given the mas-
sacre reported last week in Houla.

The international community must
do more to end the violence and foster
a representative transition to democ-
racy in Syria.

I have to note for the record that I
saw my colleague, JOHN MCCAIN, on the
Senate floor. He, Senator LIEBERMAN,
and others have been to the same place
and have met with refugees and have
strong feelings about Syria. I have to
say, and I said this to the Syrian oppo-
sition I met with, I don’t believe there
is an appetite in America for invading
another Muslim country or sending in
our Army. We are war weary after
more than 10 years at it. What we are
looking for is an international organi-
zation or others who will join in the ef-
fort to stop Bashir al-Assad.

We encouraged Russia to step up. It
has always had a special relationship
with Syria. If Russia can bring the var-
ious parties together and end the vio-
lence and start a transition away from
the brutality of Bashir al-Assad, it will
be in the best interest of Russia and of
the world.

The Arab League needs to raise its
voice about solving those problems in
Syria. We cannot let Assad bring any
further embarrassment to the nations
around the world. He has proven him-
self unworthy of the support of Russia
or any country.

I urge Russia to join the United
States and Turkey and others to find a
timely way forward in Syria.

Georgia and Armenia are two other
friends of the United States. In Geor-
gia, President Saakashvili has made
great progress on democratic and eco-
nomic reforms. He was a leader in the
Rose Revolution. His term is ending
soon, and I hope the ensuing election
will serve as a model for the region.

We should also not forget one impor-
tant thing about Georgia. It is still
dealing with the aftereffects of the 2008
war with Russia that resulted in the
breakaway republics of AbKkhazia and
South Ossetia. I investigated the South
Ossetia borderline, and I saw the per-
manent Russian facility there. It is
clear that Putin is trying to create a
provocative environment within Geor-
gia today.

We need to take steps to make sure
the EU six-point plan is worked out—a
plan that wasn’t implemented after the
war. I hope displaced persons and com-
munities in South Ossetia and those in
Abkhazia as well will have a chance to
be reintegrated back into Georgia
where they belong.

We need to take the steps to elimi-
nate and reduce unnecessary human
suffering. The EU has an important
monitoring mission there, and I urge
Russia and Georgia to work with them.

One last point about Georgia is that
a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Marine
Corps, stationed at Thbilisi in our Em-
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bassy, reported on what is a phe-
nomenal thing going on. Georgia is not
in NATO. President Obama has said
they can be, and will be, and should be.
At this moment, Georgia is contrib-
uting more forces and soldiers per cap-
ita than any nation on Earth to the
NATO mission in Afghanistan. A lieu-
tenant colonel in our Marine Corps,
who is training Georgian soldiers, said
they were great fighters. He went on to
say: If you want to know how I can
prove that, I am sending them to Af-
ghanistan to stand next to our U.S.
Marines and help us in the fight. That
is as great an endorsement any marine
could give to another fighting soldier.

Lastly, Armenia. There are so many
Armenians across America who have
made such a profound impact on our
Nation—in fact, around the world. The
diaspora of Armenian citizens is larger
than the current population of that na-
tion. They have lived through terrible
brutality and loss of life. The genocide
that occurred in the beginning of the
last century may have claimed as
many as 1.5 million lives as Armenians
were displaced from eastern Turkey,
and it is a legacy they will always re-
member.

I visited the Armenian Genocide Me-
morial and Museum to pay tribute and
acknowledge the great loss of life that
Armenia has suffered. There was a spe-
cial tribute to Clara Barton, who may
be remembered in American history for
her work in establishing nursing and
health care. She went late in her life—
in her seventies—to Armenia to pro-
vide that same kind of assistance. She
is given special recognition in the Gov-
ernment of Armenia today. The Arme-
nian Genocide Memorial pays tribute
to the many Armenians who died dur-
ing this terrible period and the coura-
geous leadership of those countries
that went forward after their painful
past.

I called on the President of Turkey,
when I visited him, as I did several
years ago, to work closely with the Ar-
menians to try to resolve past dif-
ferences and make an honest acknowl-
edgement of the history between the
two countries and try to work out a
peaceful and cooperative relationship.

Mr. President, one encounter in Ar-
menia in particular gave me hope that
such a path forward is possible. I met
with six Armenians who had partici-
pated in U.S.-supported cross-border
reconciliation programs with Turkey.
They were artists, journalists, business
entrepreneurs, filmmakers, and high
school students. Some of their stories
were deeply moving.

One high school student named Vic-
toria talked about the summer camp
she visited in Vermont with Turkish
high school counterparts and how they
broke through stereotypes and started
friendships. The filmmaker talked
about joint films made with Turkish
counterparts and then shown at the
Istanbul Film Festival. An entre-
preneur in Armenia talked about a
service he set up to help businesspeople
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from Turkey work in Armenia and in-
vest there.

These stories gave me hope that
some of the painful wounds between
these countries can be healed.

Let me close by saying what a re-
minder these countries are of the im-
portance still played by American lead-
ership all over the world. At a time
with so many economic and security
challenges around the world, now is
not the time for the United States to
retreat from the global stage.

I support the President’s ending of
the war in Iraq. I believe we should re-
move our troops from Afghanistan as
quickly as possible. I know we have to
remain engaged. The world still looks
to us for leadership and values that
they can build their countries’ future
on as well.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TRIBUTE TO PHILLIP D. MORSE,
SR.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I rise
to recognize the extraordinary career
of Phillip D. Morse, Sr., who served the
United States Capitol Police with great
distinction for 27 years, serving the
final 5% years as Chief of Police.

Chief Morse entered duty with the
Capitol Police in May 1985. After train-
ing, his first duty assignment was pro-
viding security and law enforcement to
the Senate. Since that time, he has
worked in many different areas
throughout the department, including
the Containment and Emergency Re-
sponse Team, Patrol Mobile Response
Division, Capitol Division, and Office
of Professional Standards and Compli-
ance. Chief Morse eventually moved to
the Dignitary Protection Division,
where he implemented new financial
management controls for the division
and managed the overall security plan-
ning for the 2004 Democratic and Re-
publican Conventions.

In 2004, he was promoted to the rank
of Captain and returned to the Capitol
Division. Upon his promotion to In-
spector, Chief Morse assumed com-
mand of the Capitol Division and
oversaw all police, security, and pro-
tective operations at the Capitol Build-
ing. During this time, Chief Morse es-
tablished a Capitol Security Survey,
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