July 9, 2012

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on S. 2061 currently under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation author-
izes the Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security to transfer prop-
erty located in South Carolina and
owned by the United States in ex-
change for property owned by the
South Carolina State Ports Authority.

The Department will acquire land
that is important to the continued op-
eration and development of the Federal
Law Enforcement Training Center’s
maritime academy. The State of South
Carolina will acquire land that will
allow the South Carolina State Ports
Authority to develop an access road to
Interstate 26.

This exchange would have already oc-
curred, but the Department of Home-
land Security Secretary lacked the au-
thority to engage in the transfer of
real property. This bill gives the Sec-
retary the necessary authority to fa-
cilitate this transaction. This is a com-
monsense solution that will benefit
both the State of South Carolina and
the United States.

This bill and the underlying land ex-
change is supported by the Governor of
South Carolina, the South Carolina
State Ports Authority, and the Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security. The Senate passed
this bill by unanimous consent last
month.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of Senate 2061, the Former
Charleston Naval Base Land Exchange
Act of 2012. This bill authorizes the
Secretary of Department of Homeland
Security to convey a parcel of Federal
land in North Charleston, South Caro-
lina, to the South Carolina State Ports
Authority in exchange for specified
lands owned by the Ports Authority.

The land to be transferred by the De-
partment of Homeland Security for-
merly comprised a portion of the
Charleston Naval Base but is now va-
cant. DHS currently leases the land it
plans to acquire in this transfer and
uses it to house some of the operations
of the Federal Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center also known as FLETC.

The Charleston Harbor area includes
the fourth busiest international con-
tainer shipping port in the TUnited
States, with one passenger and four
container port terminals, as well as nu-
merous privately held terminals. The
waterways in this area contain ship-
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ping channels, rivers, bays, creeks,
streams, the Intracoastal Waterway,
and the Atlantic Ocean. These water-
ways provide a realistic training envi-
ronment for FLETC’s Maritime Law
Enforcement and Port Security stu-
dents.

Specifically, the FLETC Charleston
facility is one of Charleston’s three res-
idential training centers and includes a
variety of specialized capabilities for
maritime law enforcement and port se-
curity training. The facilities include
four deepwater piers for large commer-
cial or military vessels and three sets
of floating docks for smaller vessels.

Students at the FLETC Charleston
facility engage in programs such as
commercial vessel, boarding, training,
maritime tactical operations training,
and seaport security antiterrorism
training. All of these programs are
critical to protecting our Nation from
the potential of a variety of criminal
and terrorist threats.

By allowing a mutually beneficial
transfer of the lands between the Port
Authority and DHS, we are advancing
the important mission of the FLETC.

I urge my colleagues to support Sen-
ate 2061, which the Senate has already
adopted, so that it may become law.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 2061.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

0 1920

THE LATEST IN A SERIES OF AT-
TACKS ON WOMEN’S REPRODUC-
TIVE HEALTH

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, the
House just won’t let up on American
women. Tomorrow features a com-
mittee markup to deprive women of
their constitutional right to an abor-
tion. The bill picks on D.C. women be-
cause Republicans don’t have the nerve
to introduce this frontal attack on Roe
v. Wade as a nationwide bill. But they
make no secret of their purpose. They
have already gotten several conserv-
ative States to pass similar laws and
they seek a Federal precedent. But
they can’t get a legitimate one.

Women will easily see a House-only
bill based on bogus science and limited
to D.C. for what it is: The latest in a
series of attacks on women’s reproduc-
tive health this term.
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CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS
HOUR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.
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Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks in accordance with the
subject of the Special Order this
evening.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I want to,
again, begin by thanking the Demo-
cratic leader for giving the Congres-
sional Black Caucus this time to focus
on health care reform specifically, es-
pecially as the House is preparing to
continue their attempts to repeal what
we know is a good bill and a needed bill
in this country.

Before I begin to yield time, I just
want to recognize the 103rd anniver-
sary of the NAACP. They have long
been premier champions of health care
and fought for health care as a right.
They are committed to eliminating the
racial and ethnic disparities in our
health care system that plague people
of color in the United States. Their 880
Campaign is based on the fact that
over the past decade, because we have
not eliminated health disparities, over
880,000 African Americans and other
people of color have died premature
deaths from preventable causes. That
does not need to happen. So we con-
tinue that fight in health care reform.
We have made great strides in it. And
we look forward to implementing that
law, despite the attempts to repeal
today.

I want to congratulate the NAACP on
their 103rd anniversary this evening,
and I would like to yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlelady
from Texas, Congresswoman EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Thank you very much.

Two weeks ago, the United States
Supreme Court justly and commend-
ably upheld the Affordable Care Act,
ensuring that millions of Americans
will continue to have access to quality,
affordable health care. Despite this
monumental victory for our country,
for the 31st time since its enactment,
Republicans are attempting to repeal
the health care law, treating it as if
this is just some kind of political game
played between the two parties.

While the Affordable Care Act will
expand coverage for millions of Ameri-
cans, many Texans will be denied ac-
cess by their Governor. And I'm a
Texan. Just today, Texas Governor
Rick Perry announced his decision not
to expand Medicaid or implement a
State health exchange under the Af-
fordable Care Act—nothing more than
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