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Dr. Ride, after we had our laughs
that day, suggested that we study our
own planet as if it were a distant star
so that we would get to know it, we
would know its climate, we would
know its weather, and also we would
take the time to know its people, and
that we would do it to save the planet
and save the people who are on the
planet.

I regret that our own science is not
yet advanced to have saved Dr. Ride.
She died of pancreatic cancer. I know
the gifted and talented people at NIH
and those who benefit from the funding
of NIH are working all over this great
country to find cures for that dread
“C” word. Pancreatic cancer is deadly
and it is fast and it is painful. She died
steadfast and true to herself and true
to her mission.

I think the entire world owes a debt
of gratitude to her. The way we can
honor her memory is to encourage stu-
dents to search for the stars, but let’s
search here for the problems that hurt
our own people. Let’s find a cure for
pancreatic cancer. And let’s continue
to be a great country that innovates
and also educates and believes in edu-
cating its women and girls in the same
way.

God bless Sally Ride. And God bless
America, the kind of country that
made Dr. Ride’s life possible.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

DR. SHAKIL ALFRIDI

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, Dr. Shakil
Alfridi is a physician in Pakistan. He
has been put in prison for the rest of
his life for the crime, basically, of help-
ing the United States get bin Laden. I
think it is a travesty of justice that
Pakistan is holding this man for the
crime of helping America, and I think
we should not tolerate it.

We send Pakistan $2 billion a year,
and recently, instead of withholding
that, President Obama has given them
an additional $1 billion—exactly the
wrong thing to do. I have a bill that
will withhold all further foreign aid to
Pakistan unless this doctor is released.

There are reports now that his life
has been threatened. There are reports
coming from the Information Minister
in the province where he is being held
that his life has been threatened by fel-
low inmates and throughout the com-
munity.

My concern is that Dr. Alfridi may
well be killed before he comes to trial.
He was scheduled for an appeal on July
19. They have rescheduled this, and it
will be on August 30.

I have a bill, and I have the votes
necessary to demand a vote in the Sen-
ate. No matter what the leadership
wants, we will have a vote on ending
all of Pakistan’s aid if this political
prisoner, Dr. Shakil Alfridi, is not re-
leased. We will have this vote. I had
threatened to have the vote this week,
but I am going to delay it for one
month to see if the appeal works, to
see if he is still safe in 1 month. But I
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hate to think of what might happen to
him while we are waiting here and that
we have not used every bit of the lever-
age of this money that we give to Paki-
stan. It is our money, it is your money,
and we should not be sending it to a
country that disrespects us.

If Pakistan wants to be our ally, they
should act like it. If Pakistan wants to
work with us in the war on terrorism,
they should act like it. And impris-
oning the man who helped us get one of
the world’s worst mass murderers is
not a way to encourage cooperation be-
tween our countries.

This episode of imprisoning this man
is driving a wedge between America
and Pakistan. So if Pakistan wants to
help us, good. Can we cooperate with
them? Yes. But we should not continue
to send good money after bad while
they are imprisoning this man. This
doctor deserves our respect.

I have also introduced legislation
that would allow him to come to the
United States if there is a threat to his
safety in Pakistan and if he wishes to
come here as a reward for helping us
get bin Laden.

This vote will happen either in early
September or late August, depending
on what happens with his appeal. I
hope some common sense will inter-
vene and they will let him go. But at
the very least, Americans need to know
that Pakistan needs to cooperate with
us, Pakistan needs to help this man,
and that we all should be proud of what
he did to help us get bin Laden. I will
do everything possible, everything I
have within my limits, to get this vote
to occur, and this will happen within
the next month when his trial comes
forward on August 30.

Mr. President, I yield back my time.

——
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m. today.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. WEBB).

———

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUT ACT—
MOTION TO PROCEED—Continued

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I wish to
speak about the tax issues the Senate
is facing this week. There is clearly a
tremendous need for comprehensive
tax reform. Americans worked from
January 1 to April 17 this year, 107
days, to earn enough money to pay
their share of Federal, State, and local
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taxes. Americans also spent nearly 8
billion hours preparing their tax re-
turns this spring. This amounts to 1
million people working full time for an
entire year. There is no reason that
paying taxes should be so confusing
and so complicated, so time-con-
suming.

The burden this process places on in-
dividuals and small businesses must be
relieved. According to the nonpartisan
Tax Foundation, the average American
taxpayer will spend more on taxes in
2012 then they spend on food, clothing,
and housing combined.

It is time for tax freedom. We need to
replace our deeply flawed tax system
with a commonsense system that is
simpler and more growth oriented. The
Tax Code matters when it comes to
growing the economy. It is for these
reasons that I am a sponsor of S. 13 and
a long time supporter of the Fair Tax,
which I see as a step in the direction of
liberty and prosperity. The Fair Tax
eliminates payroll, estate, and many
other taxes, to be replaced with a na-
tional sales tax levied on purchased
goods, placing all Americans on equal
footing. The Fair Tax allows our busi-
nesses to thrive while generating tax
revenues to be similar to our current 3-
million-word-long Tax Code.

The process of tax reform has major
consequences for every citizen of our
country. But it is a process that must
be started because the consequences of
inaction are too costly. The truth re-
mains that Americans want and need
some sort of tax-filing relief. The need
for commonsense reform becomes more
obvious each and every tax season.

Over the course of the last several
years, American taxpayers have be-
come much more attentive to what is
and is not happening in the Nation’s
Capital, and they have made their
choices clearly heard. They have a
message Congress should be willing to
listen to, and that message is: Simplify
the Tax Code.

In doing so, we will create an oppor-
tunity for economic growth and new
prosperity while increasing personal
freedom and liberty. By reforming this
broken process, the Tax Code we have
today, Americans will once again be
more in charge of their lives and their
money.

This coming January, as we Kknow,
our Nation faces a fiscal cliff. On top of
the tax increases included in President
Obama’s health care law, if the Bush
tax cuts are allowed to expire, a tax in-
crease of $494 billion will strike the
economy. For Kansans, that is an aver-
age tax increase of $3,000 per tax re-
turn, money they should be using to
put food on their family’s table, save
for their children’s education, and pre-
pare for their own retirement. It is es-
timated that 70 percent of the looming
tax increases will fall directly on low-
and middle-income families.

This week, Congress will consider a
tax proposal from the majority leader
that increases taxes, unfortunately,
the exact opposite of what our econ-
omy needs. S. 3412 that we are debating
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