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Mr. Speaker, more importantly or
just as importantly, in too many of the
communities in the Niger region, peo-
ple drink water from wells that are
contaminated with benzene, which is a
known carcinogen.
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They drink this water, which has
been estimated to be 900 times above
the level that the World Health Organi-
zation uses as its guideline, 900 times
above the standards set by the World
Health Organization.

Since 2010, Nigeria has become one of
our main strategic partners on the con-
tinent of Africa. This nation, Nigeria,
is our Nation’s second-leading trading
partner behind Great Britain. Mr.
Speaker, these and other facts mean
that the struggle of the people of the
Niger Delta—the struggle of the Nige-
rian people—is also the struggle of the
American people.

Mr. Speaker, the destiny of the two
economies, the Nigerian economy and
the American economy, are inter-
connected, interrelated, and inter-
twined. We cannot, and I emphasize,
this Nation cannot afford to stay indif-
ferent to the struggles of the people of
the Niger Delta and the cleanup of the
pollution that has been devastating
this region for over the past 50 years.
The struggle of the people of the Niger
Delta is indeed our struggle, the strug-
gle of the American people.

I have led, and with cosigners, have
introduced H. Con. Res 121 to urge all
the stakeholders in the Niger oil and
gas industry to come together, to work
together, to collaborate together, and
to address collectively the environ-
mental impact of the oil and gas pro-
duction in the Niger Delta.

I must say, Mr. Speaker, that we
should commend this Congress—and I
certainly commend President
Goodluck Jonathan for presenting the
new Petroleum Industry Bill, the PIB,
to the Nigerian Parliament, which has
the support of all the stakeholders and
has the input of all of the stakeholders.

I also want to commend President
Goodluck Jonathan for announcing the
creation of the Hydro-Carbon Pollution
Restoration Project, HYPREP, to look
into the Ogoni land degradation, de-
struction, and devastation from the
aforementioned oil spills. I applaud
President Goodluck Jonathan for tak-
ing these initiatives. These are very
important, critical first steps. It is my
hope that all of the affected stake-
holders will again come and meet again
soon and collaborate strongly together
to make the cleanup and rebuilding of
the Niger region become a success
story that the world will admire and
that the world will celebrate.

The new energy regulatory frame-
work that’s being created must be fair,
it must be transparent, and it must
create an appropriate avenue for the
economic empowerment for local Niger
Delta communities affected by the in-
dustry, including the women and the
youth.
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Mr. Speaker, we cannot stand by. We
must assist in this effort. The clock is
ticking. We must support the people of
the Niger Delta.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

——
RECOGNIZING CHABAD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN) is recognized for
the remainder of the hour as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the unique and es-
sential work being done by Chabad.
Chabad is known by many for its an-
nual telethon. Where else on the TV
dial can one go to see dancing rabbis
once a year? Chabad is better known
for meeting the spiritual needs of mil-
lions, for meeting the economic and
counseling needs of thousands who are
faced with destitution or faced with
the scourge of substance abuse.

I would like to extend my regards to
Rabbi Cunin and the entire Cunin fam-
ily for their tireless efforts on behalf of
Chabad and Yiddishkeit everywhere.

For decades, I've had a chance to
work with Rabbi Mordy Einbinder and
Rabbi Joshua Gordon, and all of the
rabbis of Chabad in the San Fernando
Valley, an organization that has grown
from one storefront to now 25 centers
of vibrant communities dedicated to
worship and to study across the San
Fernando Valley.

Chabad does hugely important work
for the local community. They have
taken a commercial-grade kitchen and
turned it into a one-stop social service
center to feed and care for thousands.
And Chabad’s drug prevention and
treatment program, PRIDE, reaches
thousands of at-risk youth in the San
Fernando Valley and across the Los
Angeles area.

For the last decade, I've worked with
Chabad to achieve something very im-
portant to the Jewish people, the re-
turn from Russia of the Rebbe’s papers.
The Schneerson Library and Archives
are of such important sacredness to
Chabad and to many others, and yet
they are still held in Moscow by the
Russian regime.

This Congress passed Jackson-Vanik.
There’s discussion of us changing that
important law to allow for Russian
goods to be sold in the United States
more freely, but Jackson-Vanik’s pur-
pose was to force Russia to let our peo-
ple go. That process will not, in my
mind, be complete until Russia lets the
Rebbe’s papers go as well.

So I look forward to Russia releasing
those spiritually important documents.
And I look forward to working with all
the Chabad rabbis on issues from Mos-
cow to the San Fernando Valley.

————
IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING
AMERICA AND THE WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

H5697

uary 5, 2011, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the time yielded to me to really
cover a couple different issues and
areas that have been pending either in
the District or in our Nation—or even
internationally—and using this oppor-
tunity to place into the RECORD and
also speak to you—in essence, speaking
to the Nation—on the importance of
these issues.
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First what I would like to do is really
commend Chairman LUCAS and Rank-
ing Member PETERSON for passing an
ag bill out of their committee.

Now, what my producers are asking
is to pass a full ag bill on the floor
sooner rather than later. In fact, I've
seen, and I'm sure you’ve seen, an ag
bill now. But we were successful today
in helping mitigate a flaw in the last
ag bill in ensuring that the livestock
provisions and the insurance portion of
the ag bill of 5 years ago, it wasn’t
funded for this last year.

As everyone knows, this is a very
challenging year for the agricultural
sector. I was able to visit a dairy farm
in my district last Friday, the
Timmerman family, and there I was
able to meet with my producers, both
commodity, livestock and dairy, and in
my part of the State, sometimes they
are doing all of the above.

So I brought down—actually, they
brought to me and I brought back to
Washington to give an example of the
challenges we’re under. Here is a good
ear of corn that has been irrigated and
is what we would expect to see almost
every year in southern Illinois. This
was what came off of a stalk on the
Timmerman dairy farm. And so this
gives you, Mr. Speaker, an opportunity
to understand the challenges that are
faced.

Now, in a dairy operation, like a beef
operation, they’re growing the corn to
feed their livestock. So if this is what’s
supposed to feed their livestock,
they’re used to getting this, you can
understand why passing this disaster
relief portion to fully fund the ag bill
to help them out is very, very impor-
tant.

Another producer brought this, which
is the stalk and even a worse—well, it’s
not even an ear of corn. It’s decayed, it
hasn’t formed, and that’s what a lot of
our producers are seeing in Illinois dur-
ing this time.

Now, our agriculture producers are a
healthy stock, and they understand
that the world is changing and that
there are spending and fiscal chal-
lenges and difficulties. They’re asking
for a simple premise. They just want to
be able to have an ag insurance product
that they can rely on, that they can
choose to buy into or not. They don’t
want to be placed in a position of hav-
ing no ag insurance and then depending
upon if there’s a drought on disaster
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