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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

RECESS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess until 2:15 under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:24 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. WEBB).

———

VETERANS JOBS CORPS ACT OF
2012—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion to invoke
cloture.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to calendar No. 476, S. 3457, a bill to
require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
establish a veterans jobs corps, and for other
purposes.

Harry Reid, John F. Kerry, Bernard
Sanders, Kent Conrad, Al Franken,
Tom Udall, Christopher A. Coons, Mark
Begich, Patty Murray, Bill Nelson,
Amy Klobuchar, Thomas R. Carper,
Robert Menendez, Jim Webb, Kirsten
E. Gillibrand, Jeff Merkley, Jack Reed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to S. 3457, a bill to require the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to estab-
lish a veterans job corps, and for other
purposes, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHN-
SON) and the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER), are necessarily absent.

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK) and the Senator
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 95,
nays 1, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 191 Leg.]

YEAS—95
Akaka Burr Crapo
Alexander Cantwell DeMint
Ayotte Cardin Durbin
Barrasso Carper Enzi
Baucus Casey Feinstein
Begich Chambliss Franken
Bennet Coats Gillibrand
Bingaman Coburn Graham
Blumenthal Cochran Grassley
Blunt Collins Hagan
Boozman Conrad Harkin
Boxer Coons Hatch
Brown (MA) Corker Heller
Brown (OH) Cornyn Hoeven
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Hutchison McCain Sanders
Inhofe McCaskill Schumer
Inouye McConnell Sessions
Isakson Menendez Shaheen
Johanns Merkley Shelby
Johnson (WI) Mikulski Snowe
Kerry Moran Stabenow
Klobuchar Murkowski
Kohl Murray g;sl'f;;
Kyl Nelson (NE) Toomey
Landrieu Nelson (FL)
Lautenberg Portman Udall (CO)
Leahy Pryor UQall (NM)
Lee Reed Vitter
Levin Reid Webb
Lieberman Risch Whitehouse
Lugar Roberts Wicker
Manchin Rockefeller Wyden
NAYS—1
Paul
NOT VOTING—4
Johnson (SD) Rubio
Kirk Warner

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 95, the nays are 1.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

VOTE EXPLANATION
e Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, a mili-
tary career is one of the most honor-
able professions that our young men
and women can pursue, and each of us
is indebted to our veterans for their
service.

In this challenging economic time, it
is more important than ever that we do
what we can to connect well qualified
veterans not just with jobs, but with
careers. Our veterans demonstrate the
skills, knowledge, leadership and pro-
fessionalism that allow them to excel
in almost any career field if they are
given the right opportunities.

How we treat this generation of mili-
tary veterans who have served in Iraq
and Afghanistan will influence the next
generation of young men and women
who might consider a career in our
military. Unfortunately, we sometimes
fall short when it comes to connecting
veterans with jobs, and some veterans
struggle to find careers that allow
them to achieve their full potential.

That is why I have been involved for
several months now in a unique part-
nership of U.S. utility industry leaders
to actively recruit and employ return-
ing veterans. Troops to Energy helps
our veterans successfully transition
from military service into civilian ca-
reers in the utility and engineering in-
dustries.

Some reports show that a staggering
29 percent of veterans between the ages
of 18 and 24 who served in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan were unemployed last year.
That is more than three times the na-
tional unemployment level and unac-
ceptably high.

We must do better.

That is why I support the Veterans
Jobs Corps Act of 2012, which will cre-
ate additional opportunities for vet-
erans to transition into career fields in
which their military skills are readily
transferrable.

I am not able to vote on this impor-
tant legislation today because I am at-
tending the funeral services for a dear
friend, but I want the record to reflect
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my strong support for this legislation
and for our military men and women,
their families, and our veterans.e

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I note
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FRANKEN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

FINANCIAL CRISIS

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, there
has been, appropriately enough, a lot of
discussion about our $16 trillion na-
tional debt and our $1 trillion Federal
deficit. This is, in fact, an enormously
important issue, and it is an issue that
Congress must address. But it must ad-
dress this crisis in a way that is fair to
the middle class and to working fami-
lies and our seniors and our kids. It is
an issue that must be addressed, but it
must be addressed fairly.

When we talk about the deficit and
the national debt, it is important to re-
member how we got to where we are
today. We can simply go back 10 years
or so to January 2001 when President
Clinton left office and President Bush
assumed the Presidency. At that par-
ticular moment in history, in January
2001, I hope everybody remembers not
only did this country have a $236 bil-
lion surplus, all of the projections for
the future at that point were that that
surplus was going to grow and grow
and grow. In fact, at that point, this
was one of the great debates taking
place in Congress: What do we do with
all of that money? How much do we
give back in tax breaks? How much do
we put into Social Security? That was
the debate in January 2001.

So before we discuss how we go for-
ward in deficit reduction, with a tril-
lion-dollar deficit, it is important to
remember that, and it is important to
remember how we got to where we are
today.

How we got to where we are today
really, in a significant way, is not com-
plicated. President Bush assumed of-
fice and within a few years we were
fighting not just one war in Afghani-
stan but another war in Iraq. I hope the
American people appreciate that many
of the ‘“‘deficit hawks’’—the people who
tell us: Oh, gee, we have to cut Social
Security and Medicare and Medicaid
and nutrition and education; we have
to cut, cut, cut, cut—when asked to
pay for those wars had nothing to say.

PAUL RYAN, Mr. Romney’s Vice Pres-
idential nominee, chairman of the
House Budget Committee, voted for the
wars but forgot to pay for them. No-
body knows exactly how much these
two wars will end up costing, but the
guess is that by the time we take care
of the last veteran 70 years from now,
those wars may run up over $3 trillion,
and we did not pay for them to the
tune of one penny, all put on the credit
card, all added to the deficit.
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