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Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that CAPT Tony
Pankuch, a defense fellow in my office,
be granted floor privileges for the re-
mainder of this year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that LTC Matt
Groves, a Department of Defense fellow
assigned to my office, be granted the
privilege of the floor for the remainder
of debate on S. 3254, the National De-
fense Authorization Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that floor privi-
leges be granted to Ann Y. Lee, a De-
partment of Defense fellow, during the
Senate consideration of S. 3254, the fis-
cal year 2013 National Defense Author-
ization Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my defense
fellow, MAJ Mark O’Neill, be allowed
access to the Senate floor as long as
the Defense authorization bill be con-
sidered, and I ask unanimous consent
request on behalf of Senator COCHRAN
that Karen Courington and Mike Han-
sen, legislative fellows detailed to the
Committee on Appropriations, and
Taylor Lam, a fellow in Senator COCH-
RAN’s office, be granted the privilege of
the floor during consideration of the
National Defense Authorization Act for
fiscal year 2013.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Patricia
Clough, a fellow in Senator WARNER’S
office, be granted privileges of the floor
during consideration of Treaty Docu-
ment 112-7, and S. 3254.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that David Bjerke,
a defense fellow in Senator
BLUMENTHAL’s office, be granted floor
privileges for the duration of the de-
bate on the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Dorothy
Englehardt, a military fellow in my of-
fice, be granted the privilege of the
floor for the remainder of the debate on
this bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that LCDR Peter
Halvorsen, the military fellow from the
Department of Navy, be granted floor
privileges for the remainder of the con-
sideration of the Defense authorization
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that floor privi-
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leges during this vote and subsequent
votes on the bill be granted to Bruce
Cohen, Erica Schabot, and Matt
Virkstis.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DHS AUDIT REQUIREMENT
TARGET ACT OF 2012

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of Calendar No.
535, S. 1998.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1998) to obtain an unqualified
audit opinion, and improve financial ac-
countability and management at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘DHS Audit Re-
quirement Target Act of 2012 or the ‘“‘DART
Act”.

SEC. 2. IMPROVING FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
AND MANAGEMENT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘Department’ means the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security;

(2) the term ‘‘financial management systems’’
has the meaning given that term under section
806 of the Federal Financial Management Im-
provement Act of 1996 (31 U.S.C. 3512 note);

(3) the term ‘“‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Homeland Security; and

(4) the term ‘“‘unqualified opinion’ mean an
unqualified opinion within the meaning given
that term under generally accepted auditing
standards.

(b) REACHING AN UNQUALIFIED AUDIT OPIN-
ION.—In order to ensure compliance with the
Department of Homeland Security Financial Ac-
countability Act (Public Law 108-330; 118 Stat.
1275) and the amendments made by that Act, the
Secretary shall take the necessary steps to en-
sure that the full set of consolidated financial
statements of the Department for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2013, and each fiscal year
thereafter, are ready in a timely manner and in
preparation for an audit as part of preparing
the performance and accountability reports re-
quired under section 3516(f) of title 31, United
States Code, (including submitting the reports
not later than November 15, 2013, and each year
thereafter) in order to obtain an unqualified
opinion on the full set of financial statements
for the fiscal year.

(¢c) REPORT TO CONGRESS ON PROGRESS OF
MEETING AUDIT REQUIREMENTS.—In order to en-
sure progress in implementing the Department of
Homeland Security Financial Accountability
Act (Public Law 108-330; 118 Stat. 1275), and the
amendments made by that Act, during the pe-
riod beginning on the date of enactment of this
Act and ending on the date on which an un-
qualified opinion described in subsection (b) is
submitted, each report submitted by the Chief
Financial Officer of the Department under sec-
tion 902(a)(6) of title 31, United States Code,
shall include a plan—

(1) to obtain an unqualified opinion on the
full set of financial statements, which shall dis-
cuss plans and resources needed to meet the
deadlines under subsection (b);
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(2) that addresses how the Department will
eliminate material weaknesses and significant
deficiencies in internal controls over financial
reporting and provides deadlines for the elimi-
nation of such weaknesses and deficiencies; and

(3) to modernize the financial management
systems of the Department, including timelines,
goals, alternatives, and costs of the plan, which
shall include consideration of alternative ap-
proaches, including modernizing the existing fi-
nancial management systems and associated fi-
nancial controls of the Department and estab-
lishing new financial management systems and
associated financial controls.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the committee-reported substitute
amendment be agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be read a third time and
passed, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements related to the bill be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute was agreed to.

The bill (S. 1998), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 29, 2012

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until tomor-
row at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, November
29, 2012; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that the Senate be in
a period of morning business for 1 hour,
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each, with the time
equally divided and controlled between
the two leaders or their designees, with
the Republicans controlling the first
half and the majority controlling the
final half; and that following morning
business, the Senate resume consider-
ation of S. 32564, the DOD Authorization
Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we con-
tinue to work through amendments to
the DOD. We are not going to be on
this bill forever. If people want to offer
amendments, they should come and do
it. We hope to finish the work on this
bill this week.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:18 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
November 29, 2012, at 9:30 a.m.
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