December 5, 2012

The history of America is one genera-
tion after another making sure that
the generations that follow would have
it better than they did. When we come
to this generation, my generation—and
it’s embarrassing, but we’ve been so
self-indulgent, so self-absorbed that we
would spend future generations’
money. They are Kkids, some of them
are not even born, and they are going
to have to bear the cost of what we’re
doing. As one of our Republican friends
said just about an hour ago, Be quite
sure any deficit spending now will be a
tax on someone at some point. It’s just
the way it is.

We keep hearing that everybody
needs to pay their fair share, and I
hope that beginning now when people
hear ‘‘fair share,” they’ll think about a
flat tax. Steve Forbes has been talking
about it for years. RAND PAUL had an
article out a year or so ago proposing a
flat tax. My friend, MIKE BURGESS, has
a proposal. Many of us have proposals.

Look, you talk about wanting War-
ren Buffett to pay what his secretary
does, yet you haven’t made one pro-
posal that will bring Warren Buffett to
paying what his secretary does. That’s
crazy. That’s why we shouldn’t elimi-
nate the word ‘‘lunatic.” It really has
application around this town.

Warren Buffett ought to take heed.
He runs around telling people, yeah,
rich people should pay more taxes.
Well, he’s not. He’s not going to pay
more, not on any of the proposals that
the President has him running around
endorsing. How about a flat tax that
says 15 percent for capital gains tax,
what Warren Buffett normally pays, 15
percent for his secretary in income tax,
15 percent for gift tax, and a 15 percent
corporate tax. Let’s just go 15 percent
across the board. The irony is that the
economy would so explode—so many
more people would be employed, so
many more people would be making
more money—that the revenue would
actually come in in greater amounts.
We would actually get greater revenue,
and there would be less pain and less
suffering in America.

A couple of years or so ago, an 80-
year-old lady in east Texas said:

I grew up here in east Texas in a home that
had no electricity, no power. We had a wood-
burning stove; and now the electricity, pro-
pane, everything is so expensive, my Social
Security doesn’t cover it. It looks like I'm
going to have to go back to a wood-burning
stove just to exist. This could be a cold win-
ter.

It doesn’t have to be like that. It
ought to be an economic renaissance.
The more fair we are here in Wash-
ington—you make more, you pay more;
you make less, you pay less. I'm one of
those that likes two deductions: one
for charitable giving and the other for
the mortgage interest deduction.

We can negotiate over numbers.
That’s not a problem. We could com-
promise. We can reach an agreement, a
compromise over numbers, but let’s
don’t compromise on a principle that is
so basic and simply says, if you make
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more, you pay more. It’s an easy con-
cept. You make more, you pay more;
you make less, you pay less. That’s
fair.

For Heaven’s sake, let’s do this. Let’s
take that ObamaCare burden off the
working poor in America that are
going to get socked with that tax. We
were told for so long, if we don’t do
something, there will be maybe 30 mil-
lion people in America who won’t have
insurance. Then we get to the bottom
of it and we find out, well, now we’re
going to have lots of people paying lots
more taxes and we’re still—oh, and
we’'re gutting Medicare. Because of
ObamaCare, we’re gutting Medicare by
$716 billion so the seniors will have less
health care. Oh, I know, some of our
Democrat friends have said not to
worry, we’re only taking that from the
health care providers—the doctors, the
hospitals. We’re taking that from
them. We’re not taking it from you,
seniors. You don’t have to worry. You
will have Medicare. My foot.

Those health care providers who have
$716 billion sucked out of the system
will not be able to provide service to
all the seniors, and that’s why we start
hearing stories mnow about how
ObamaCare is going to work. Some say
the age may be 75 that is tossed out by
the panel. It won’t be a death panel,
but it will be a panel that says, You’re
75. No hip. No, no. You're too old. You
don’t get a hip. You don’t get a Kknee.
You'’re just going to have to suffer be-
cause you’re not productive anymore.

That is outrageous. Every individual
has value.

I would just like to conclude with
words from my friend Dick Morris, who
said:

I know there is a disagreement on when
life begins in America, but for Heaven’s sake,
we ought to agree that life ends when you
die.

That’s why ObamaCare needs to go.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for December 4 and today on
account of family medical reasons.

Mr. BILBRAY (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Ms. MATSUI (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of attend-
ing funeral of longtime family friend
Martin L. Friedman.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 20 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2012, at 11 a.m.

H6673

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

8589. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Halosulfuron-methyl; Pes-
ticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0781;
FRL-9370-6] received November 29, 2012, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

85690. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Alkyl(C8-C18)
dimethylamidopropylamines; Exemption
from the Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2012-0106; FRI.-9369-2] received No-
vember 29, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

8591. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting a letter on the approved retirement of
Lieutenant General Christopher D. Miller,
United States Air Force, and his advance-
ment on the retired list in the grade of lieu-
tenant general; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

8592. A letter from the Attorney, Legal Di-
vision, Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, transmitting the Bureau’s final rule —
Consumer Leasing (Regulation M) [Docket
No.: CFPB-2012-0042] received November 26,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

8593. A letter from the Attorney, Legal Di-
vision, Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, transmitting the Bureau’s final rule —
Truth In Lending (Regulation Z) [Docket
No.: CFPB-2012-0004] received November 26,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

8594. A letter from the Attorney, Legal Di-
vision, Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, transmitting the Bureau’s final rule —
Truth in Lending (Regulation Z) [Docket
No.: CFPB-2012-0043) received November 26,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

8595. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Indonesia, Singapore, and/or Malaysia
pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the Export-Im-
port Bank Act of 1945, as amended; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

8596. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to the Republic of Ghana pursuant to Sec-
tion 2(b)(3) of the Export-Import Bank Act of
1945, as amended; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

8597. A letter from the Director, Direc-
torate of Standards and Guidance, Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Updating OSHA Standards Based on Na-
tional Consensus Standards; Head Protection
[Docket No.: OSHA-2011-0184] (RIN: 1218-
AC65) received November 29, 2012, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

8598. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Allegheny County Incorporation by
Reference of Pennsylvania’s Control of NOx
Emissions from Glass Melting Furnaces
[EPA-R03-OAR-2012-0785; FRL-9755-4] re-
ceived November 29, 2012, pursuant to 5
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