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their children Sam, Henry, and Sophie of
Tuscon, Arizona; and sister Sue Wintner of
Pepper Pike, Ohio. Mr. Speaker and col-
leagues, please join me in remembering Ches-
ter Gordon and joining with his family and
many friends who are mourning his loss.

CELEBRATING COMPUTER SCIENCE
EDUCATION WEEK

HON. JARED POLIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2012

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, | express my sup-
port of Computer Science Education Week,
which occurs this week to celebrate the teach-
ing and learning of computer science in our
public schools. The week highlights activities
and advocacy to elevate computer science
education for students at all levels.

Computer science is central to our Nation’s
global economic competitiveness. Half of the
estimated 9.2 million STEM jobs that will be
created by the year 2020 will be in computing.
Major U.S. companies—Microsoft, Oracle and
others—have such jobs available now but
can't fill them because our schools aren’t of-
fering them. Despite this employment need,
public schools in two-thirds of the states treat
computer science as an elective and only 9
states require computer science for high
school graduation. Meanwhile, very few states
have computer science teacher certification
and professional development, and public
schools lack coherent computer science
standards and assessments.

My bill, the Computer Science Education
Act (H.R. 3014) would address these prob-
lems through supports to states, local school
districts and higher education. So | urge you
to cosponsor this bill, while joining advocates
and businesses across the country in honoring
Computer Science Education Week and sup-
porting a concrete effort to increase American
jobs.

———

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR TRAIN-
ING AND DEVELOPMENT (ASTD)

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2012

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the American Society for Train-
ing and Development (ASTD) as the largest
association dedicated to the training and de-
velopment profession, recognizing them for
their annual Employee Learning Week, held
December 3rd through the 7th, 2012.

Members of ASTD come from more than
100 countries and connect locally in 120 U.S.
chapters with 16 international partners. They
work in thousands of organizations of all sizes,
in government, as independent consultants,
and as suppliers.

Established in 1943, ASTD is a leader in the
training and development field. As businesses
seek competitive advantages and growth,
learning and development professionals make
sure an organization’s best asset, its employ-
ees, have the skills they need to help achieve
business growth. ASTD serves this important
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community of professionals with research and
resources.

To further these goals, ASTD has declared
December 3rd through December 7th, 2012,
as “Employee Learning Week” and des-
ignated time for organizations to recognize the
strategic value of employee learning. | applaud
ASTD and its members for their dedication to
developing knowledgeable and skilled employ-
ees during Employee Learning Week.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting policies that commit to maintaining a
highly skilled workforce.

————

RECOGNIZING DR. MICHAEL
OCHS’S 25 YEARS OF SERVICE ON
THE COMMISSION ON SECURITY
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2012

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, Dr.
Michael Ochs has announced his retirement
from the Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, also known as the Hel-
sinki Commission, which | chair. So at this
time I'd like to pay tribute to him for his 25
years of service to the Commission. Michael
began his work as a member of the profes-
sional staff on October 1, 1987, a time when
the changes to come in what was then the So-
viet Union were unimaginable. Yet within a
few years, the Soviet Union had disintegrated,
succeeded by newly independent states facing
difficult and sometimes complex transition pe-
riods.

Dr. Ochs joined the staff of the Commission
after completing his doctoral work in Russian
history, and began his career by monitoring
human rights abuses in the Soviet Union. He
participated in the first international human
rights conference to be convened in the Soviet
Union, a meeting eventually interrupted by the
KGB.

Following the breakup of the Soviet Union,
Michael was an early voice promoting democ-
racy, human rights, and the rule of law in post-
Soviet states, particularly in the Caucasus and
Central Asia. In the early 1990s, he traveled
regularly to the region, working with authori-
ties, opposition representatives, journalists and
human rights activists to promote democracy
and human rights, as well as participating in
early OSCE election observation missions.
This early involvement in the newly inde-
pendent states gave Michael a remarkable
depth of understanding of the region. His ex-
tensive network of contacts has made him in-
dispensable to the Commission as well as
other U.S. government agencies. He is cer-
tainly one of our government’s top experts on
the Caucasus and Central Asia.

Michael's extraordinary expertise has served
the Commission well over the years, and has
also been recognized and called on by other
U.S. government agencies. He has earned a
reputation for his thoughtful and thorough ana-
lytical skills, which are respected not only with-
in the U.S. government, but also within the re-
gion by both opposition and authorities alike.
He also is known for his outstanding language
skills, including near-native proficiency in Rus-
sian, as well as a command of Polish, Azeri
and several other languages.
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Michael's tenure at the Commission has
seen color revolutions in Ukraine, Georgia,
and Kyrgyzstan, tragic massacres and vio-
lence in Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, and
steps forward towards democracy throughout
the region, and, sadly, many steps backward
in the region. He has worked hard to advocate
for activists, journalists, and others arrested
for opposing authoritarian regimes—and,
sometimes against the odds—has been suc-
cessful in getting individuals released from
prison.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to recognize and
commend Dr. Michael Ochs for his faithful
service to the Commission and in defense of
human rights and freedom. As he will be retir-
ing at the end of this month, this is also a sad
good-bye for me—I have known Michael al-
most since he joined the Commission, have
traveled abroad with him, benefited greatly
from his expertise, enjoyed his company im-
mensely, and will certainly miss him.

COMMEMORATING THE CITY OF
OAK PARK

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2012

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the City of Oak Park, and thank the
residents of Oak Park who have provided me
with the honor of representing them in Con-
gress for 30 years. My beloved late wife, Vicki
and |, enjoyed lasting friendships with so
many in the community for many years. | have
been proud to see the fabric of this community
diversify racially and to watch it develop eco-
nomically.

Historically, the area that was to become
Oak Park existed within Royal Oak Township,
and was first settled in 1840. The first major
housing development came in 1914 when the
township sold land to the majestic Land Com-
pany to be developed as the Oak Park sub-
division. The subdivision was incorporated as
a village on May 3, 1927. The village incor-
porated as city on October 29, 1945. Planned
developments in the late 1950s resulted in
Oak Park being named “America’s Fastest
Growing City” at one point.

| have enjoyed participating in so many ac-
tivities and events in Oak Park like the annual
4th of July parade, Dr. Martin Luther King Day
program and activities sponsored by your
schools and your strong and vibrant religious
institutions.

| was proud to host several events in the
city including our Community Resource Fairs
where we brought together Oak Park residents
with county, state and federal agencies to that
offered critical services within the community.

Mayor McClellen, who was preceded by
long-time mayor Jerry Naftely, along with all of
the dedicated City Council members and other
local elected officials continue to move the
City of Oak Park forward, and | look forward
to following their success in the years to
come.

As | close, | can say with confidence that
the City of Oak Park and its residents are in
good hands with Congressman GARY PETERS.
My office will, of course, stay in close touch on
issues that impact Oakland County and south-
east Michigan as we all work together to re-
vitalize our Michigan economy.
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