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HONORING JAY PIERSON ON HIS 

RETIREMENT FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2012 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Jay Pierson, the longtime 
floor assistant to Speakers Gingrich, Hastert 
and BOEHNER, who will be retiring at the end 
of the 112th Congress. 

It’s fair to say that no one knows more 
about legislative procedure and the workings 
of the House than Jay. His retirement will 
leave an irreplaceable void in the institutional 
memory of this chamber. 

Jay started working in the House two years 
before my election in 1980 and I have relied 
on his assistance throughout my time here. In 
fact, whenever my staff had legislative ques-
tions, our answer usually started with the ex-
clamation: ‘‘Let’s call Jay!’’ And when you 
called him, you could always rely on his expert 
advice. 

In addition to his wealth of legislative knowl-
edge, Jay is just an all-around terrific person 
who is unfailingly helpful and ready with a 
smile. It is these qualities that earned him the 
respect of members on both sides of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an understatement to say 
that the Republican cloakroom and floor won’t 
be the same without him. I am grateful for 
Jay’s career of service to our country and wish 
him all the best in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CHABAD CENTER 
OF NORTHWEST NEW JERSEY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Chabad Center of North-
west New Jersey, Rockaway Township, Morris 
County, New Jersey as they celebrate their 
25th anniversary this year. 

Founded in 1988 by a small group of volun-
teers, Chabad Center of Northwest New Jer-
sey has grown into a regional network of so-
cial, religious and charitable programs. The 
Center is built around the acceptance of every 
individual on his or her own level, regardless 
of background, affiliation, age or financial sta-
tus. By blending traditional values with modern 
day techniques, the Center has been able to 
touch many lives through Morris, Sussex and 
Warren Counties. 

At the core of the Chabad Center of North-
west New Jersey is their educational program, 
offered through the Chabad Educational Cen-
ter. Their mission is based on the driving prin-
ciple that the Jewish education system should 
focus on character development, spiritual con-
sciousness and selfless devotion to the better-
ment of humanity. 

The Center opened in 2008 to provide inno-
vative educational services and cultural enrich-
ment for all ages. Making up the Chabad Edu-
cational Center are the state-of-the-art Early 
Learning Center, Hebrew School, Hebrew 

High, Adult Education Institute and the first 
Community Mikvah established in Northwest 
New Jersey. Each of these allows the Chabad 
Center of Northwest New Jersey to bring valu-
able educational and cultural opportunities to 
all members of their community. 

The Chabad Center of Northwest New Jer-
sey also offers Men’s and Women’s clubs, giv-
ing members of their community the oppor-
tunity to socialize and perform acts of philan-
thropy throughout Northwest New Jersey. 

Through their educational, philanthropic and 
community outreach programs, the Center has 
established itself as a pillar of our local com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Chabad Center of 
Northwest New Jersey as they celebrate their 
25th anniversary. 
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CECIL SCAIFE VISIONARY AWARD 
AWARDED TO AMY GRANT 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, musical 
genius is commonplace in Middle Tennessee. 
We see it on the Billboard Top 40, and we ear 
it in our local gathering spots. We are a com-
munity of notable note-makers, and yet there 
are those who stand a bit taller among the 
rest of our blessings. I rise today to honor 
Amy Grant as she receives the Cecil Scaife 
Visionary Award and is recognized for her 
contribution to Tennessee’s legendary sound. 

Amy Grant’s music is more than a simple 
part of our lives. From her light-hearted hits to 
the notes and scores that wove their way from 
our darkest moments, Grant’s pen continually 
casts light into our collective soul. Bluegrass, 
gospel, Christian, and pop all claim a bit of 
Grant’s heritage as she continues to weave all 
four together into one signature blend. Her 
music is a part of our Christmas, our Easter, 
and our seasons in between. 

I ask my colleagues to join with me and cel-
ebrate Amy Grant not simply for her legendary 
sound and steadfast commitment to the music 
industry, but for her graciousness in paving 
the way for other singers, songwriters, and 
bare-footed musicians to come along with her. 
It is fitting, then, that she be awarded the Cecil 
Scaife Visionary Award, and I appreciate her 
faithfulness to Nashville. I also appreciate the 
hard work and support of those who estab-
lished and continue the Cecil Scaife Business 
Scholarship. Your devotion to those who pio-
neer the way for future music legends helps to 
strengthen our community and the sounds of 
our home. 

f 

DEDICATION OF THE RYAN 
WINSLOW VETERANS CENTER 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege 
to announce to this House that the Clay Vet-
erans Center in Center Point in the Sixth Dis-
trict of Alabama has been rededicated as the 
Ryan Winslow Veterans Center. 

The renaming honors the patriotic service of 
Marine Lance Corporal Ryan George Winslow, 
who lost his life in Iraq defending our free-
doms, and also recognizes his parents, 
George and Marynell Winslow, who instilled in 
their son high character and a desire to serve 
others. 

Ryan Winslow, who attended Hoover High 
School and Jefferson State Community Col-
lege and belonged to Shades Crest Baptist 
Church, enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in 
January 2005. Deployed to Iraq with the 2nd 
Tank Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine 
Expeditionary Force, Lance Corporal Winslow 
performed his duties with great dedication, dis-
tinction, and drive despite his young age. 
Tragically, Ryan suffered fatal injuries during 
combat operations in Al Anbar Province on 
April 15, 2006. He died at the age of 19. 
Ryan’s memory is held in high honor, respect, 
and love by his family, friends, and the many 
individuals that he touched during a too-short 
life. 

Turning personal loss into a passionate re-
solve to help others, the Winslows have be-
come great advocates for all soldiers and vet-
erans in Alabama. Marynell Winslow played a 
lead role in founding Gold Star Families of 
Alabama to recognize service members who 
have given their lives in defense of our coun-
try and provide comfort to their families. Gold 
Star Families has recently undertaken a 
project to build a memorial at the American 
Village to Alabamians who have given their 
lives in service to our country since 9/11. 

The Veterans Center in Center Point is a 
special place. Opened in December 2010 by 
Three Hots and a Cot, a truly inspiring non-
profit organization, the center offers safe shel-
ter to homeless military veterans and helps 
with their transition back to an independent 
lifestyle. With a staff that includes formerly 
homeless veterans, the center goes beyond 
offering housing and meals and provides serv-
ices such as life skills training, job searches, 
transportation to VA hospitals for medical ap-
pointments, and companionship and stability. 
It is a model example of the responsibility and 
duty that we have as a society to assist the 
veterans who have sacrificed for us. 

The tremendous amount of good that has 
been done and that will be done in the Vet-
erans Center will now serve as a lasting trib-
ute and thank you to Ryan Winslow and his 
family, and indeed to every serviceman and 
servicewoman who has given the ultimate sac-
rifice to defend our great Nation. The name of 
Ryan Winslow will be proudly born by this 
sanctuary of hope and recovery. 

It is altogether fitting and proper that the 
U.S. House of Representatives take time to 
recognize and memorialize this most important 
occasion. 

f 

HONORING JAY PIERSON ON HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 18, 2012 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a long-time servant of the House of 
Representatives, Mr. Jay Pierson, who is retir-
ing after 34 years of advising Speakers, Lead-
ers and Members of Congress. 
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