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risks, contaminated water supplies, 
and even tragic deaths caused by our 
inaction. 

So when someone asks whether EWP 
is necessary or critical, the answer em-
phatically is yes! For many of our com-
munities in Colorado, this is their #1 
priority in Congress and I’m not going 
to let their critical needs go unmet. I 
ask each of my colleagues to support 
this important funding in the bill be-
fore us today. 

I thank you for your attention and 
request that my statement appear in 
the appropriate place in the RECORD. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations bill for Hurri-
cane Sandy. This is a critically impor-
tant bill for the States that were af-
fected by this storm—not only New 
York and New Jersey, which saw al-
most unimaginable devastation and 
loss of life, but States like my home 
State of Rhode Island, which experi-
enced significant damage. 

There has been a long tradition in 
the Senate in working together to re-
spond to major disasters in our States. 
The Appropriations Committee has 
been an important venue for the kind 
of bipartisan cooperation that has 
made these efforts possible. In large 
part that has been the result of the ef-
forts of members like our late-Chair-
man Dan Inouye who created, by his 
example, an environment of comity 
and respect. That has been the unique 
ethos of our committee. Under the 
leadership of our new chairwoman, 
Senator MIKULSKI, it will continue. 

As chairman of the Subcommittee on 
the Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies, I also want to take a mo-
ment to talk about the $1.45 billion in-
cluded in the bill for environmental re-
covery and restoration needs. 

We must fund recovery efforts and re-
build public facilities that were dam-
aged. But we also need to look ahead to 
projects that will allow our commu-
nities and our public lands to with-
stand future storms and natural disas-
ters. I am pleased that the Interior sec-
tion of this bill addresses both needs. 

The bill contains $435 million in es-
sential funding to rebuild national 
parks, wildlife refuges, national for-
ests, and other public facilities dam-
aged by Hurricane Sandy. 

I particularly want to call attention 
to the $348 million included to fund im-
mediate construction needs at more 
than 25 Park Service units that were 
damaged during the storm. These funds 
will help the Park Service take nec-
essary steps to reopen a number of 
heavily visited units to the public—in-
cluding the Statue of Liberty and Ellis 
Island, which suffered extensive dam-
age during the storm. 

We need to get this work started now 
so that we can get these parks re-
opened. And because the need is so 
great—the amount requested by the 
President is nearly five times the an-
nual line-item construction budget— 
it’s imperative that we give the service 

the funds in this supplemental as soon 
as possible. 

I also want to note that the bill also 
provides $78 million for immediate re-
construction and recovery needs for 
the more than 30 wildlife refuges that 
also sustained tremendous damage dur-
ing the storm. 

These funds will be used for emer-
gency stabilization needs, to replace or 
reconstruct facilities, roads, and trails, 
and to fund improvements needed to 
lessen anticipated damage from future 
storms. 

The bill also provides $810 million for 
the EPA State Revolving Fund pro-
grams, including $700 million for clean 
water needs and $110 million for drink-
ing water needs, for States that faced 
the greatest impact from Hurricane 
Sandy. These funds will complement 
funds from other Federal agencies and 
provide targeted funding to upgrade 
water infrastructure to protect against 
future flooding, storm damage, and 
other natural disasters. 

Already, there is a huge estimated 
need for these funds. In fact, EPA esti-
mates that there are approximately 700 
drinking water and wastewater facili-
ties in States affected by Sandy that 
need to make infrastructure upgrades 
that will make them less susceptible to 
flooding and extreme weather events. 

This is exactly the kind of work that 
needs to be undertaken so that we can 
get ahead of the curve and prepare for 
the next storm or natural disaster. I 
understand that there are some who 
believe that some of these investments 
do not constitute an emergency, but as 
those who lived in the path of storms 
from Andrew to Katrina to Sandy can 
attest, there is no time to waste or 
wait. I hope that this chamber can 
move swiftly to pass this supplemental 
appropriations bill. 

I yield the floor and note the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that on Friday, De-
cember 1, when the Senate resumes 
consideration of H.R. 1, the legislative 
vehicle for the Sandy supplemental, 
the Senate proceed to vote in relation 
to the amendments to the bill under 
the previous order; that all remaining 
time under the previous order with re-
spect to the amendments be yielded 
back; that there be 2 minutes equally 
divided prior to each vote, with the ex-
ception of the following: 4 minutes 
equally divided prior to each of the 
votes in relation to the Coburn amend-
ments; 10 minutes equally divided prior 
to the votes in relation to each of the 
Paul amendments; 8 minutes equally 

divided prior to the vote in relation to 
the McCain amendment No. 3355; and 10 
minutes equally divided prior to the 
vote in relation to the Lee amendment; 
and that all other provisions of the pre-
vious order remain in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I said December 1— 
wishful thinking. The order should say 
Friday, December 28. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

I note the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTES TO DEPARTING 
SENATORS 

DANIEL AKAKA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the great 
State of Hawaii has been represented in 
the United States Senate by two of the 
longest serving Senators, and they hap-
pen to have shared the name Daniel. 
This year, Senator AKAKA—with more 
than 3 decades of service in Congress— 
now the Senior Senator from Hawaii 
will return to his native State and 
enjoy retirement. 

Senator AKAKA has represented the 
people of Hawaii in a variety of ways. 
Most recently, as Chairman of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, he has 
worked tirelessly to support vital pro-
grams that provided education, 
healthcare, housing and other basic 
services for tribes across the country. 
Having attended college on the GI bill, 
he has been an advocate for improving 
education for all students. He also has 
been a strong supporter of veterans and 
a proponent of protections for whistle-
blowers seeking to expose waste, fraud 
and abuse in government. 

On a personal note, I have always ap-
preciated Senator AKAKA’s strong sup-
port for the National Guard, and in 
particular the Hawaii Guard. His mili-
tary roots go back to his own distin-
guished service in World War II. But he 
was one of the earliest and most senior 
adopters of the Guard empowerment 
legislation when I teamed with Senator 
Bond, Senator GRAHAM, and so many 
others to enact. Senator AKAKA stood 
with the men and women of the Na-
tional Guard in demanding representa-
tion among the Nation’s most senior 
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