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staffed the Foreign Affairs Committee
for me and the Oversight Sub-
committee, and who has also been my
chief of staff in the Washington office;
Jim McHugh, who has been my district
director and longtime friend and col-
league in St. Louis; Suzanne Archer,
who has been my deputy director; and
Kathy Waltz from Sainte Genevieve,
Missouri, a former mayor there but an
invaluable part of our constituent out-
reach team. There are many other staff
members, but I thank those in par-
ticular for their long and loyal service
and for the difference they make in so
many people’s lives.

To the Missourians whom I've had
the great honor to represent, I am
gratified and humbled beyond belief to
have been able to represent them in
this U.S. House of Representatives for 8
years and to also have represented
many in the State house of representa-
tives for 4 years prior to that. In work-
ing with them and for them we’ve been
able to get some great things done on
big national issues but also on impor-
tant local issues back home.

From ribbon cuttings and orange
cones and construction signs all across
the St. Louis region to investments in
our infrastructure, which have created
real jobs at home and have helped re-
build our region’s roads, bridges, ports,
lochs, dams, levees, flood walls, air-
ports, high-speed rail, light rail, and
our bus systems, those have made a
real difference in people’s lives. It was
the reason I got on the Transportation
Committee in the first place. We had
two of the most deadly roads in Amer-
ica in Jefferson County, Missouri, and
we got special funding to help rebuild
those roads—to not only help their
economy but to save lives. Recently,
our firefighters were able to obtain a
Federal grant for special patrol boats-
rescue boats on the Mississippi River,
which will serve the region for years to
come.

These kinds of investments are im-
portant, and I want to urge this new
Congress that will be taking over in
just a few days to pass a major trans-
portation bill. It’s one of the best in-
vestments we can make in this country
in order to continue to grow this econ-
omy.

We’ve seen after growing out of this
Great Recession over the last few years
the Recovery Act passed, the auto in-
dustry saved, major Wall Street re-
forms passed, health care reform
passed, and stem cell research meas-
ures adopted in unprecedented bipar-
tisan ways. I'll never forget the moth-
ers with their young children who were
sitting in my office the day that the
health care bill was approved. There
was not a dry eye in the room because
all of their kids had preexisting condi-
tions. Because of the new health care
law, that cannot be the case anymore.
I was also proud to serve on our House
Foreign Affairs Committee and to
chair the international organization’s
committee, so I just want to urge this
Congress to take on the needed reforms
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to make this Congress work better for
the American people.

In closing, we recently greeted World
War II veterans here at the monument
built in their honor. They said that
this Congress needed to take on the
spirit they had in World War II—to put
the country first and to put our dif-

ferences aside—and that we could
achieve great things.
————
[ 0930

FISCAL CLIFF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DoLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I want to
first start off by thanking my friend
from Missouri for his service and work-
ing with him on legislation in the past.

Just to pick up on what he said about
our World War II heroes, we do need to
put the country first. I think that cer-
tainly we’re here on New Year’s Eve
and we’re upon the fiscal cliff. What we
do need to focus on is how do we find
that common ground, because what we
do know is I believe Democrats and Re-
publicans alike want to put our coun-
try on a course to some fiscal dis-
cipline—we hope. Is there a course
where we can find enough common
ground to move it forward so that we
don’t have a downgrade, so that we
don’t spike unemployment, so that the
markets don’t go down.

Mr. Speaker, I'm a small business
owner. I employ 100 people. For me, it’s
100 families. I meet a budget and a pay-
roll. What they’re looking for when I
talk to people back home, they’re look-
ing for some stability, they’re looking
for certainty, and what we’re doing
here is not providing any of those
things. And yet I do believe that there
is a spirit of comity that we want to
find that common ground and move
forward.

I'm sorry that we’re here on New
Year’s Eve and that we haven’t solved
this problem long ago. I will say, Mr.
Speaker, that the House did send a bill
in August over to the United States
Senate. Going back to my time as a
small business owner, I can just tell
you, if I'd given something to one of
the people that I work with, marked it
“urgent’” and put it on their desk
months ago and it sat for month after
month after month, something would
be wrong. Well, in essence, Mr. Speak-
er, that’s exactly what we’ve done. We
sent something over to the United
States Senate months ago, marked it
‘“‘urgent’ because this is talking about
the direction, the fiscal direction of
our Nation, and yet nothing is coming
back.

Unfortunately, Washington works on
brinksmanship. We don’t want
brinksmanship; we want stability. The
world is watching, and we need to focus
on the common ground to move things
forward. We want to make sure that we
can Kkeep tax rates low. We want to
make sure that we can bring additional
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revenue into the Federal Government.
I believe that’s going to be through
growth. That’s going to be sparking
the American spirit, that entrepre-
neurial spirit across our country to
bring more dollars into the Federal
Treasury, to get more people back to
work.

The thing that’s amazing, Mr. Speak-
er, is there’s a lack of leadership, a
lack of leadership here in Washington,
D.C., that’s palpable. We need to move
forward.

During the budget season, those on
the other side of the aisle, myself,
some of my colleagues on my side of
the aisle, put forth a budget, the first
bipartisan budget in a generation,
based upon the Simpson-Bowles plan,
talking about the need to bring addi-
tional revenue in, talking about the
need to put spending cuts out there be-
cause Washington has this sense of
spending, Mr. Speaker. Republicans
have overspent; Democrats have over-
spent. I'm not here to point the finger.
What I am looking for is a solution to
the problems we face. My hope is that
we can get those done today. The
American people demand it, the Amer-
ican people need it, and the world is
looking to America for leadership.

Mr. Speaker, on a different note, I
want to rise today to recognize an ex-
traordinary lady, a great American,
one who raised four children and in-
stilled in them a love of family and
country, taught those around her the
idea that your integrity determines
your identity. In fact, she gave me that
plaque, and it hangs in my room today.

I want to say it again, Mr. Speaker,
because I think it is so very, very im-
portant: Your integrity determines
your identity.

She also instilled a fantastic work
ethic in those around her. A teacher,
first of special needs children, then in
English as a high school English teach-
er for a number of years, she left the
teaching profession to have a family
and then became an entrepreneur. She
went into the private sector, helped
people get jobs, put food on the table
for families, and helped those families
get an education.

Mr. Speaker, this great American
lady celebrates a birthday today. I'm
sorry that I'm not with her, but I am in
spirit. Happy birthday, Mom.

————
BELARUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, it’s good
to come down for morning-hour, espe-
cially today, to hear my colleagues
come down and thank staff and people
who’ve been important in their lives,
especially in their careers. JASON ALT-
MIRE, what a great job he did thanking
his staff. My friend, RUuss CARNAHAN
from across the Mississippi River,
thanking family, wife, sons, and staff.
For the work we do here, too fre-
quently, many go unappreciated.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-01T09:42:55-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




