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Now, Mr. Speaker, I spent some time 

in Long Island, New York, recently and 
also in New Jersey. The devastation 
that Sandy has caused that region is 
nothing short of remarkable. 

And while I do believe that we have a 
spending problem that has been going 
on, frankly, in this House, on both 
sides of the aisle for a long time, there 
are those times when we need to come 
together as an American people and 
say we have Americans out there that 
cannot provide for themselves, that 
have been devastated, that need a help-
ing hand. 

And do I think that they will repay 
that? I do. 

We have an opportunity, Mr. Speak-
er, to come together as Americans, Re-
publicans and Democrats together, to 
try to help provide need. 

My colleague, JOE CROWLEY, was just 
up here talking about devastation that 
happened on the beaches. MICHAEL 
GRIMM, and I’m sure most of the New 
York and New Jersey delegations 
which will follow up here, and those 
from Connecticut, will talk about dev-
astation that was happening in their 
communities. 

I do believe that we have a role to 
play, and I do believe that action needs 
to happen and happen quickly. 

Now, there are many on my side of 
the aisle that believe that we shouldn’t 
be spending a nickel more than we 
have to. And while I agree that we need 
to tighten spending, and that this body 
needs to treat spending and those dol-
lars as if they were their own, we can’t 
needlessly ask taxpayers to provide 
more resources only to have them 
squandered. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, these 
dollars will not be squandered. I be-
lieve that they are desperately needed. 
At a time when many Americans have 
lost hope, there is that opportunity for 
us to stand united together to provide 
that hope for the American public. It 
may be New York and New Jersey and 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania today, 
but it may be a different part of the 
country tomorrow. 

Now, as we look forward, Mr. Speak-
er, as the 112th Congress comes to a 
close, we have a heck of a lot more 
work to be done as a country. 
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I, for one, hope that we can talk 
about reining in the out-of-control 
spending. But then, again, it’s not 
going to happen with one party or the 
other. It’s going to have to be about bi-
partisanship. And I do hope that we can 
bring pieces of legislation on this floor, 
like Simpson-Bowles, in that frame-
work, that talk about revenue in-
creases, whether that be through re-
forming the Tax Code and talking 
about where we can rein in spending, 
how we can reform things to make sure 
we have a social safety net, which is so 
vital. And I do believe that we need to 
have that social safety net. We need to 
strengthen that social safety net so 
that it’s there for future generations. 

I also think, Mr. Speaker, as we look 
at health care, we have to start think-
ing outside of the box. And certainly, I 
have enjoyed working with ROB AN-
DREWS on the American Center for the 
Cures, an idea that we need to be look-
ing at how do we solve and cure some 
of these diseases that we spend hun-
dreds of billions of dollars on treating 
each and every year, whether it be dia-
betes, Alzheimer’s, or Parkinson’s. If 
we came up with a cure for these types 
of diseases, think about where we’d be 
then, and where we can put those addi-
tional resources into the very vital 
areas that our government needs to 
fund. 

So I am optimistic, Mr. Speaker, that 
our best days are ahead. But I also 
know that people are fed up with the 
idea of this partisanship. And I fear 
that we’re going further partisan; that 
we’re anchoring to the extremes as op-
posed to coming to the center. My hope 
is that this body can focus more on 
what we agree on as opposed to what 
we disagree on. That’s what the Amer-
ican public’s looking for. That’s what I 
hope this Congress can accomplish in 
the 113th, and beyond. 

I want to take this last moment to 
thank so many of my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle for their friend-
ship, for their support, and I certainly 
look forward to continuing the friend-
ship in future years. 
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HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Mrs. LOWEY) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican do-nothing leadership has an 
opportunity to do something—some-
thing very important—today to help 
the more than 17 million Americans 
who were devastated by Hurricane 
Sandy, one of the worst storms in U.S. 
history, more than 9 weeks ago. The 
Senate has sent us a good bill. We are 
ready to act. We have the bipartisan 
votes to pass it. And yet the House Re-
publican leadership has said there will 
be no votes today, the last day to pass 
this legislation without delay before 
we have to start all over again in the 
new session of Congress tomorrow. 

Let me be very clear. Republican 
leadership has turned their backs on 
New Yorkers. They have turned their 
backs on those suffering without 
homes and businesses struggling just 
to get by. They have no valid reason 
for this delay—only the dysfunction 
with which they lead this body. 

This record storm resulted in the 
deaths of over 100 Americans. The 
coasts of New Jersey, New York, and 
Connecticut have been devastated. 
Other surrounding States have sus-
tained significant damage. In 2005, this 
body came together and passed a Fed-
eral disaster assistance bill to help the 
gulf recover from Hurricane Katrina 2 
weeks after the storm. Congress acted 
to assist those who suffered damage in 

Hurricane Gustav and Ike within 1 
month. 

The Governors of our States, Demo-
crat and Republican, have assessed 
over $82 billion in damages. The Senate 
bill would have provided $60.4 billion— 
not everything that was requested, but 
a detailed, thoughtful disaster assist-
ance plan to help these communities 
rebuild. More than 9 weeks since the 
storm hit, House Republican leadership 
is doing nothing, after giving us nearly 
virtual assurance just yesterday that 
we would consider this assistance bill 
today. 

When a disaster hits on American 
soil, we as a Congress have the respon-
sibility and tradition of working to-
gether, Democrat and Republican, to 
help communities rebuild. Our citizens 
are counting on us to help them re-
cover from the storm and mitigate fu-
ture disasters. I respectfully urge 
House leadership to reconsider their 
decision. Support the victims of Hurri-
cane Sandy. Put politics aside. Do the 
right thing. People are waiting. People 
need this assistance. Let’s bring the 
bill to a vote today. 
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HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOLD). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KING) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. KING of New York. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. At the outset, let me 
thank you for your service during your 
time in Congress, and thank you for 
your remarks here this morning. 

I think it’s important to set the 
record straight. Last night, many of us 
came to the floor and rightly said that 
the conduct of the Republican leader-
ship was disgraceful, it was indefen-
sible, and it was immoral. But I think 
it’s important to lay out the facts as to 
how we reached this situation so we’re 
not put in a position of name-calling or 
somehow we’re angry or feelings are 
hurt. This goes far beyond any of that. 

The fact is, as Congresswoman 
LOWEY said, within 10 days after 
Katrina, $60 billion was appropriated. 
That number ended up going well over 
$100 billion. It’s now 9 weeks and noth-
ing has been appropriated by this Con-
gress for the people of New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut, and Long Island, 
which I represent. 

The fact is that over the last 5, 6, 7 
weeks we did everything that the Re-
publican leadership asked us to do. 
Governor Cuomo came down. I was at 
the meeting. He met with the Speaker. 
Governor Christie came down. He met 
with the Speaker. Governor Bloomberg 
came down. He met with the majority 
leader. We were asked to submit de-
tailed documentation. Governor 
Christie, Governor Cuomo, and Mayor 
Bloomberg all submitted absolute doc-
umentation. When we asked if any-
thing else is required, they said, No, 
you’ve given us all we need. 

When the bill came from the Senate, 
we were told there was some pork in 
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