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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, January 25, 2013, at 2 p.m. 

Senate 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2013 

(Legislative day of Thursday, January 3, 2013) 

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m., on the 
expiration of the recess, and was called 
to order by the Honorable BRIAN 
SCHATZ, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Lord, You alone deserve all our 

praise because of Your love and faith-
fulness. Inspire our Senators to trust 
You to help protect and guide them. 
May they learn and depend upon Your 
promises, believing that Your blessings 
will keep America strong. Reveal to 
them Your priorities and plans so that 
they will stay within the circle of Your 
will. Lord, make them agents of Your 
visible impact on our Nation and world 
as You guard their hearts and minds 
with Your peace. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 24, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-
ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators allowed to speak for up to 10 min-
utes each. The majority will control 
the first 30 minutes and the Repub-
licans the final 30 minutes. 

Would the Chair announce the busi-
ness of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business for debate only until 12 noon, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the majority controlling the first half 
hour. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I note the 
absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

CONFRONTING FISCAL 
CHALLENGES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I do 
not know if you know anyone who has 
climbed to the top of Mount Everest, 
but I am told it is quite an under-
taking. It apparently took Sir Edmund 
Hillary several weeks to do it back in 
the 1950s. I am told my friends across 
the aisle could have scaled Everest al-
most 300 times in the nearly 4 years 
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