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have happened here on the floor, where
we have the authority already in rule
XXII. But we have asked our two lead-
ers to clarify and state and notify all of
us how we are going to handle issues
during this Congress. The way we are
going to handle it when it comes to the
talking filibuster is we are going to re-
quire Senators to be here to object. No
more phone-in filibusters. We are going
to require Senators to come down and
state their objections, to come down
and actually speak. If they have a
problem with moving forward, they
need to come and speak about it. If
they want to start a filibuster, they
should be here to speak on the floor.
What is going to happen is the major-
ity of Senators who want to see legisla-
tion get done may have to do a little
work and be here late nights, but that
is part of it. That is what we signed up
for. It is like the Senator from Ten-
nessee said a few moments ago. We all
worked very hard to get here, and we
came here to work for the country. If
we are ever going to have a chance of
resolving the big and difficult issues
that face our Nation—issues such as
our debt and deficit; issues such as the
fiscal cliff; a whole set of issues includ-
ing tax reform, entitlement reform—we
can bet our last dollar those things are
going to happen in the Senate. That is
where things get done.

The fiscal cliff, with all due respect
to the House, didn’t happen in the
House, it happened in the Senate. The
minority leader and the Vice President
worked it out. That is the way things
have always gotten done, for the most
part, in American history, and that is
the way we need to allow things to get
done in this Congress, because we have
too many big issues to block every-
thing that is coming through on the
Senate floor.

Again, I wish to thank Senator LEVIN
and Senator McCAIN for leading this ef-
fort. They are great leaders. I thank
Senator Kyl, Senator BARRASSO, Sen-
ator ALEXANDER. Participating in those
meetings with my Republican col-
leagues was a great experience, to lis-
ten to them, listen to their concerns. I
think it was an education for all the
Democrats to have that quality time
where we did listen and then they lis-
tened to us. I think that was very im-
portant. We need to do more of that
around here. We will get a lot more
done if we do.

Also, our Democratic colleagues, of
course led by Senator LEVIN, Senator
SCHUMER, and Senator CARDIN, every-
body contributed, and I think it is
something we should be proud of and it
is also a great victory for bipartisan-
ship. It is a great victory for biparti-
sanship. I think that is what the Amer-
ican people are screaming out for: for
us to work together to get things done,
and this is a good example of that.

————
EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the period of
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morning business be extended until 7:15
p.m. today, and that all provisions of
the previous order remain in effect.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The Senator from Georgia.
———

THANKING OUR COLLEAGUES

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, as I
walked to the Capitol, I had not in-
tended to speak. But when I came in
and started listening to Senator PRYOR
and Senator LEVIN, and I listened ear-
lier today to Senator MCCAIN and now
Senator ALEXANDER, it made me want
to come to the floor and thank them
for the effort they have made to hope-
fully make us a better working body in
the next 2 years than we would have
been otherwise preceding this agree-
ment.

When Senator ALEXANDER made the
remarks about our predecessor, Rich-
ard Russell, and when he came home to
Georgia after a rigorous debate, an ar-
duous debate, that took place on civil
rights, it made me recognize the appre-
ciation and respect our predecessors
had for the result of the debating proc-
ess.

As I listened to Senator PRYOR, I had
a flashback to 2 weeks ago when a
number of us attended the movie ‘“‘Lin-
coln.” It was a screening of the movie
downstairs, and Steven Spielberg was
there. I thought about those great
scenes in the movie ‘“Lincoln’ where
the U.S. Congress debated slavery and
whether we were going to abolish it.
We came to a decision, we had a vote,
we debated it, and the abolition of slav-
ery took place, all because the Con-
gress functioned, all because politi-
cians took the issues to the floor. They
challenged one another. They worked
hard for what they thought was best
for the country. I think tonight when
we vote on the changes that will be
adopted, we preserve the interests of
the minority. We preserve the best her-
itage of this body. We put ourselves in
a state where we will debate on the
floor of the Senate and make decisions
for the American people, and the result
will be a better country and a better
product by the U.S. Senate.

So I thank, Senator ALEXANDER, Sen-
ator PRYOR, Senator McCAIN, wherever
you might be, and Senator CARL LEVIN,
for a job well done.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
SHAHEEN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I
rise to share a few comments on the
votes that we are about to take. In par-
ticular, I am struck by the enormous
amount of conversation over the last
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few days over how we make this body,
our beloved Senate, work more effec-
tively in addressing the big issues fac-
ing America.

I think all of us have had the experi-
ence of our constituents back home
recognizing that the last 2 years, and
many years before, were ones that we
had a particular growing element of pa-
ralysis that we had a responsibility to
address. Tonight the Senate is going to
be speaking in a bipartisan fashion and
saying this cannot continue in the
same way; that we need to take steps
toward having a more functional Sen-
ate.

I don’t think it will come as a sur-
prise to anyone in this Chamber that I
had hoped we would go a little further
in addressing the silent filibuster that
has been haunting us in these Halls.
But here is the important thing. The
important thing is that this Chamber
is speaking tonight in a bipartisan
voice, in a strong voice, saying we
must take steps for this deliberation to
work better. I think that message re-
verberates with the American people
who are looking at the many chal-
lenges we face as a nation and who
have been watching through the cour-
tesy of C-SPAN and seeing that often,
when they want us to be addressing
these challenges, we are here in
quorum calls.

A substantial amount of that can
change, both with the modest steps we
are taking tonight and, hopefully, in
the collaboration between the two par-
ties in the spirit of having a func-
tioning legislature.

I want to thank a number of groups
who have worked very hard to bring to
us the importance of making change:
the Communications Workers of Amer-
ica, the Sierra Club, the Alliance for
Justice, the entire Fix the Senate Coa-
lition, Daily Coast, Credo, the Progres-
sive Campaign Committee, and the
nearly half million Americans who
have signed petitions to say: Please,
Dear Senators, work hard on this. It
matters. I think their voices were
heard.

So I extend my appreciation to the
leadership on both sides who have been
working so hard to figure out these
steps forward, to try to have a series of
tools on the motion to proceed, to fig-
ure out how we can get more effec-
tively to conference committee with
the House, how we can cut down on the
number of hours that are often wasted
after a cloture vote on a nomination.
So there is significant progress in a
number of areas.

I certainly pledge to my majority
leader and to my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to remain engaged in
this conversation about the func-
tioning of the Senate. I appreciate the
work they have done. I appreciate the
steps we are taking tonight. I also ap-
preciate the spirit in which many folks
are saying: Let’s make these things
work. We hope they work. And if they
don’t get us there, let’s return to this
conversation because we do have that
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