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So I say let’s follow the lead of the
bipartisan Speaker, who found a way
through great leadership to pass a pro-
vision. We should pass the same provi-
sion because if we don’t, then we will
be back to chaos.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. BAUCUS. Amending the provi-
sion means it has to go back to the
House. If you think the markets are in
disarray today, just think of the lack
of confidence that would prevail if this
amendment were to succeed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I
move to table the Portman amendment
and ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) are necessarily
absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 6 Leg.]

YEAS—54
Baldwin Harkin Nelson
Baucus Heinrich Paul
Begich Heitkamp Pryor
Bennet Hirono Reed
Blumenthal Johnson (SD) Reid
Boxer Kaine Rockefeller
Brown King Sanders
Cantwell Klobuchar Schatz
Cardin Landrieu Schumer
Carper Lautenberg Shaheen
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Coons Levin Tester
Donnelly Manchin Udall (CO)
Durbin McCaskill Udall (NM)
Feinstein Menendez Warner
Franken Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Mikulski Whitehouse
Hagan Murphy Wyden

NAYS—44
Alexander Enzi McConnell
Ayotte Fischer Moran
Barrasso Flake Murkowski
Blunt Graham Portman
Boozman Grassley Risch
Burr Hatch Roberts
Chambliss Heller Rubio
Coats Hoeven
Coburn Inhofe SCMF

Sessions
Cochran Isakson Shelby
Collins Johanns
Corker Johnson (WI) Thune
Cornyn Kirk Tgomey
Crapo Lee Vitter
Cruz McCain Wicker
NOT VOTING—2
Kerry Murray
The motion was agreed to.
——
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. HEITKAMP).

ENSURING THE COMPLETE AND
TIMELY PAYMENT OF THE OBLI-
GATIONS OF THE UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT—Continued

AMENDMENT NO. 7

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to
a vote in relation to amendment No. 7
offered by the Senator from Ohio, Mr.
PORTMAN.

The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President,
this amendment is a commonsense
amendment that would end govern-
ment shutdowns as well as keep us
from facing these last-minute budget
deals. For all regular programs or ac-
tivities for which an appropriation bill
has not been approved, the End Gov-
ernment Shutdowns Act would auto-
matically continue funding—no signifi-
cant disruption, no crisis for citizens,
no furloughed employees, and no rush
to approve a budget agreement that
folks simply haven’t read.

It doesn’t take pressure off law-
makers altogether, however, because it
forces us to complete our work by say-
ing that after 120 days, spending would
be reduced by one percentage point and
then every 90 days by one more per-
centage point. It would force the ad-
ministration, Congress, and Members
of both parties to come together to
make sure we have regular order and
we have a process by which we have to
get appropriations bills done, which we
haven’t been doing around here.

Instead of bouncing from crisis to
crisis worrying about government
shutdowns and having to vote on rush
bills that Members haven’t read and
staff haven’t had time to review, this is
a more sensible and logical way to pro-
ceed. The American people expect us to
do it and I hope we get support from
both sides of the aisle on this bipar-
tisan approach.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
oppose the amendment. It would trig-
ger an automatic CR if Congress
doesn’t pass appropriations bills or a
CR.

I understand the Senator’s goal, but I
oppose the amendment for three rea-
sons: One, the amendment is really
about cutting; it is not about keeping
the government open. It includes an
automatic CR with a 1-percent cut
every 90 days, which means it would be
compounded—these would be com-
pounded cuts by compounded interest—
if the Congress does not pass an appro-
priations bill. So a cut every 90 days
would be a 1-percent cut, and then the
following 90 days another 1 percent.

The amendment gives up Congress’s
constitutional responsibility. If we go
on auto pilot, it gives the major power
of the purse, which is mandated in the
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Constitution, to OMB and Cabinet offi-
cers—essentially nonelected political
appointees. I don’t think the Congress
or the American people want to give
the power of the purse to nonelected
political appointees. Also, I agree we
need to get back to regular order.

Madam President, because I disagree
with this amendment, I move to table
the Portman amendment and ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

There is a sufficient second.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

————

DEMOCRATIC ANNOUNCMENTS

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) are necessarily
absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 7 Leg.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Harkin Nelson
Baucus Heinrich Pryor
Begich Heitkamp Reed
Bennet Hirono Reid
Blumenthal Johnson (SD) Rockefeller
Boxer Kgine Sanders
antwe. obuchar

Sch r
Cardin Landrieu chamer

Shaheen
Carper Lautenberg
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Collins Levin Udall (CO)
Coons Manchin Udall (NM)
Donnelly Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Mikulski Whitehouse
Franken Murkowski Wyden
Gillibrand Murphy

NAYS—46
Alexander Flake Moran
Ayotte Graham Paul
Barrasso Grassley Portman
Blunt Hagan Risch
Boozman Hatch Roberts
Burr Heller Rubio
gha;nbliss i{cilevfen Scott
oats nhofe ;

Coburn Isakson Sessions

Shelby
Cochran Johanns Tester
Corker Johnson (WI) Th
Cornyn Kirk une
Crapo Lee Tf)omey
Cruz McCain Vitter
Enzi McCaskill Wicker
Fischer McConnell

NOT VOTING—2

Kerry Murray

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. Madam President, we have
four more votes. They have all been or-
dered, just like this one was, as 10-
minute votes. We are going to stick
with that. If people are not here—
whether you have been here for 30
years or 3 days—we are going to close
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