United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 13 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 159

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2013

No. 16

The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord God, You are infinite, un-
changeable, and holy. Thank You for
this day and the opportunities to be
stewards of Your love, grace, and com-
passion. Use our Senators to respond to
the needs in our world, infusing them
with a willingness to do Your will. In-
vade their hearts and minds with Your
peace as they envision Your plans and
purposes. Lord, give them power to
handle the pressures, light for their
path, and patience for their challenges.
Let Your wisdom guide them, Your
hand guard them, and Your shield pro-
tect them.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable PATRICK J. LEAHY led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am going
to have to get used to the President
pro tempore presiding over the Senate.
That is not the script we have followed
for quite a few years. I am very happy
to see him here, as usual.

Following leader remarks, the Senate
will be in a period of morning business
until 5 p.m. Following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will resume consider-

Senate

ation of the motion to proceed to S. 47,
the Violence Against Women Act. At
5:30, the Senate will vote on the motion
to proceed to the bill.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 201 and S. 204

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are
two bills at the desk due for a second
reading.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will read the titles of the bills for
the second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 201) to prohibit the sale, lease,
transfer, retransfer, or delivery of F-16 air-
craft, M-1 tanks, or certain other defense ar-
ticles or services to the Government of
Egypt.

A Dbill (S. 204) to preserve and protect the
free choice of individual employees to form,
join, or assist labor organizations, or to re-
frain from such activities.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, with these
two bills, I would object to any further
proceedings.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard. The measures will be
placed on the calendar.

———

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in the two
decades since the Violence Against
Women Act passed—it passed with a
very strong vote, a bipartisan vote here
in the Senate, and then in the House at
the time—incidents of domestic vio-
lence have fallen by more than half, by
as much as 53 percent. The law has
helped millions of women and children
escape their attackers and get the jus-
tice they deserve. It is a landmark
piece of legislation. That is why Con-
gress twice reauthorized this legisla-
tion without a hint of controversy or a
moment of delay.

But despite the overwhelming evi-
dence this legislation saves lives and
protects women, House Republicans
used every procedural trick known to

Congress to block its reauthorization
last Congress. Despite strong bipar-
tisan support here in the Senate, Re-
publicans in the House refused to join
the effort to renew our national com-
mitment to ending domestic violence.

Allowing partisan delays to put wom-
en’s lives at risk is simply shameful. If
House Republicans believe domestic vi-
olence is no longer a problem in this
country, they are wrong. Every day
three women in America die at the
hands of their abusers. Every day many
women escape with their lives but with
the physical and emotional scars of the
abuse that exists.

More than one-third of women in this
country have been victims of violence,
sexual assault, or stalking by a part-
ner—one-third of the women in this
country have been victims of violence,
sexual assault, or stalking by a part-
ner. It is in our power to help, and it is
unthinkable that Republicans in the
House would prevent us from taking
action and again refuse to do anything,
as they did last Congress.

Victims of violence and law enforce-
ment officials who support them have
already waited too long for Congress to
act. This week, the Senate will pass a
strong Dbipartisan reauthorization of
the Violence Against Women Act. This
is something that was put forward by
the chairman of that committee, the
Judiciary Committee, Senator LEAHY.
He has worked hard on it. He did every-
thing possible last Congress to get this
done. Because of the House’s intran-
sigence, they refused to do anything in
spite of his work.

I thank Chairman LEAHY, Senator
MURRAY, and the women of the Senate
for their leadership on this issue. I am
pleased so many of my Senate col-
leagues have expressed support for
swift action on this legislation, and es-
pecially so many Senate Republicans
have supported this legislation. The
Senate will not allow women to be de-
nied the protection they need and de-
serve.
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