February 4, 2013

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays on the motion to
proceed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired.

Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. There is a sufficient second.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

———

DEMOCRATIC ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) is
necessarily absent.

——————

REPUBLICAN ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS),
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY), and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 85,
nays 8, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 12 Leg.]

YEAS—85
Alexander Fischer Menendez
Ayotte Flake Merkley
Baldwin Franken Mikulski
Barrasso Gillibrand Murkowski
Baucus Graham Murphy
Bennet Grassley Murray
Blumenthal Hagan Nelson
Blunt Harkin
Boozman Hatch Portman

o Pryor
Boxer Heinrich
Brown Heitkamp Reed
Burr Heller Reid
Cantwell Hirono Rockefeller
Cardin Hoeven Sanders
Carper Inhofe Schatz
Casey Johnson (SD) Schumer
Chambliss Johnson (WI) Shaheen
Coats Kaine Shelby
Coburn King Stabenow
Cochran Kirk Tester
Collins Klobuchar Thune
Coons Landrieu Udall (CO)
Corker Lautenberg Udall (NM)
Cornyn Leahy Warner
Crapo Levin Warren
Donnelly Manchin Whitehouse
Durbin McCain Wicker
Enzi McCaskill Wyden
Feinstein McConnell

NAYS—8
Cruz Paul Rubio
Johanns Risch Scott
Lee Roberts

NOT VOTING—6

Begich Moran Toomey

Isakson Sessions Vitter

The motion was agreed to.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2013

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 47) to reauthorize the Violence
Against Women Act of 1994.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————
CONGRATULATING NEW ORLEANS
Ms. LANDRIEU. I know Senator

HARKIN is on the floor with others to
present several new pieces of legisla-
tion or to speak on items pending. I
wanted to take a moment of personal
privilege to say just a few words about
the spectacular sporting event that
took place in our country yesterday in
the city of New Orleans. I want to, of
course, congratulate the Baltimore
Ravens, the Senators from Maryland,

particularly Senator MIKULSKI and
Senator CARDIN, and Governor
O’Malley, who was there, of course,

representing Maryland; the Senators
from San Francisco and California, the
49ers, Senators FEINSTEIN and BOXER,
former Speaker PELOSI was with us
yesterday in New Orleans, and thou-
sands of fans from all over the world
and, of course, watching on television.

I wanted to make a note on this
floor, not because it was just a sporting
event, although it was one of the high-
est watched Super Bowls ever in the
history of the game, but because of the
role this Congress played and the ad-
ministration in helping this great city
and region and State rebound from
what was a devastating body blow 7%
years ago with Hurricane Katrina and
then Rita hit 3 weeks later and then
the levees broke in over 52 places. The
city went virtually underwater—at
least two-thirds of the city.

To see, T% years later, the city re-
bound, the people of New Orleans and
Louisiana are just foremost in my
thoughts right now for their fighting
spirit, their resiliency, their unwilling-
ness to give up on this special place
that will celebrate its 300th birthday in
2018. I want to say a special thank-you
to Mayor Landrieu, John Young, presi-
dent of Jefferson Parish, the leaders of
St. Bernard and Plaquemines Parish.
Those parishes were virtually de-
stroyed, the lower part of Jefferson
Parish. The whole region has come
back. The world could see it for them-
selves yesterday—the civic leadership,
the faith-based leadership. Again, a
shout out to President Obama, his Cab-
inet and the Members on both sides of
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the aisle who stood by this region, the
gulf coast, to rebuild after all these
years.

In conclusion, it is my only hope that
after passing the Sandy supplemental,
we will stand united with the North-
east as they rebuild bigger, better,
stronger, hosting the next Super Bowl
which is a real symbol of resurgence
and rebuilding and resurrection.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF
FMLA

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, this
week is a milestone for working fami-
lies across America. Twenty years ago
this week, President Bill Clinton
signed into law the Family and Med-
ical Leave Act. There are many laws
we pass in Washington that most
Americans never have reason to know
or care about. The FMLA, by contrast,
has changed this country in profoundly
important ways.

It has touched the lives of millions of
working families. It is almost hard to
imagine today, but 20 years ago before
this landmark law, workers had to risk
their jobs and livelihoods when family
needs arose. There was no national pol-
icy for maternity leave or paternity
leave. New mothers were sometimes
compelled to return to work just days
after giving birth or to quit jobs they
would otherwise have liked to keep.

There was no law allowing someone
to take leave from work to care for an
aging, potentially dying parent or to
care for a child with a serious illness.
Families had to leave their loved ones
in the hands of others or quit their jobs
and face dire economic consequences.
There was no policy to allow a seri-
ously ill worker to return to work after
recovering from cancer or other serious
health condition. All these workers
risked being fired, having no job to re-
turn to, and losing their health insur-
ance as well.

Countless hard-working Americans
were forced to make wrenching choices
between their or their family’s health
and their economic well-being.

The passage of the Family and Med-
ical Leave Act changed all that. It has
helped new parents bond with their
children during those first magical few
weeks of life. It has helped to give
workers struggling with a difficult di-
agnosis the time and security they
need to recover. It has allowed loving
family members to care for relatives
with disabilities and elderly parents.

It has ensured that family members
of our wounded warriors can be there
to help their heroes recover. Just as
important, it has helped countless
businesses across the country retain
good workers and maintain an experi-
enced and dedicated workforce.

The FMLA has been an unqualified
success. It has made a real difference in
the lives of millions of hard-working
Americans. In fact, the FMLA has been
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