February 7, 2013

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob-
jection, it is so ordered.

———

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair
lays before the 12:03 Senate a Certifi-
cate of Appointment to fill the vacancy
created by the resignation of Senator
John Kerry of Massachusetts. The cer-
tificate, the Chair is advised, is in the
form suggested by the Senate. If there
is no objection, the reading of the Cer-
tificate will be waived and it will be
printed in full in the RECORD.

(Applause)

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT
To the President of the Senate of the United
States:

This is to certify that, pursuant to the
power vested in me by the Constitution of
the United States and the laws of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, I, Deval L.
Patrick, the Governor of said Common-
wealth, do hereby appoint William ‘“Mo”’
Cowan a Senator from said State to rep-
resent said State in the Senate of the United
States until the vacancy therein caused by
the resignation of John F. Kerry, is filled by
election as provided by law.

Witness: His excellency our governor Deval
L. Patrick, and our seal hereto affixed at
Boston, Massachusetts this First day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord 2013.

By the governor.
DEVAL L. PATRICK,
Governor.
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN,
Secretary of Common-
wealth.
(State Seal Affixed.)

——————

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF
OFFICE

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Sen-
ator-designee will now present himself
at the desk, the Chair will administer
the oath of office.

The Senator-designee, escorted by
Mr. Kerry and Ms. WARREN, advanced
to the desk of the Vice President, the
oath prescribed by law was adminis-
tered to him by the Vice President, and
he subscribed to the oath in the Offi-
cial Oath Book.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Congratula-
tions, Senator, and welcome.

(Applause, Senators rising.)

Mrs. HAGAN. I do wish to congratu-
late the North Carolina native on his
new role as a U.S. Senator from Massa-
chusetts.

——————

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2013—Con-
tinued

Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, I am
proud to join my colleagues today in
support of the Violence Against Women
Reauthorization Act of 2013. I do so not
just as a Senator but also as the moth-
er of two daughters.
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This critical legislation has been
held up for far too long, and it is past
time for reauthorization. We have a se-
rious responsibility to ensure that
women and families are protected.

The rates of violence and abuse in
our country are astounding and totally
unacceptable. According to a 2010 CDC
study, domestic violence affects more
than 12 million people each year.
Across the United States 15% million
children live in homes in which domes-
tic violence has occurred. In my home
State of North Carolina alone, 73
women and children are killed on aver-
age every year because of domestic vio-
lence.

Let me say that number one more
time. Seventy-three women and chil-
dren are killed every year due to do-
mestic violence. These are alarming
statistics, and we must act now to ad-
dress them.

Since 1994, VAWA programs, and in
particular the STOP Program that pro-
vides grants for services, training, offi-
cers, and prosecutors, have made tre-
mendous progress in helping victims of
domestic violence and sexual assault
and have transformed our criminal jus-
tice system and victim support serv-
ices.

These grants have assisted law en-
forcement and prosecutors in tracking
down perpetrators and bringing them
to justice. They have also saved count-
less lives and provided needed services
to victims of these violent acts.

In one instance in my State a man
was on pretrial release after being
charged with stalking his wife. Thanks
to this STOP grant funding, he was
being monitored electronically, and he
was caught violating the conditions of
his release when he went to his es-
tranged wife’s home. The supervising
officer was immediately notified of this
violation, and police officers found the
man with the help of a GPS and ar-
rested him in his estranged wife’s
driveway. Because of this VAWA pro-
gram, we had one less victim in my
State. This is just one example of how
VAWA is protecting women and saving
lives.

Title V of this bill includes legisla-
tion that I sponsored in the last Con-
gress, the Violence Against Women
Health Initiative Act, which updates
and improves the health care system’s
response to domestic violence and sex-
ual assault. My provision is simple: It
provides training and education to help
the health care professionals respond
to violence and abuse. By equipping
doctors and nurses to recognize the
signs of domestic abuse and make sure
they have the training to respond, we
can better care for our survivors and
prevent future crimes. It also consoli-
dates existing programs to streamline
and strengthen the health care sys-
tem’s response to violent crimes.

Since my time in the North Carolina
State Senate, I have been dedicated to
reducing the backlog of unanalyzed
rape Kits. This bill includes the bipar-
tisan SAFER Act, which helps fund au-
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dits of untested DNA evidence and re-
duces this backlog of rape kits.

Before my efforts in the State senate,
what used to happen in North Carolina,
and continues to happen today in many
States, is that a woman would be
raped, she would go to the hospital,
DNA would be collected and then
placed in a box. Then that box would
g0 and sit on a shelf in a police depart-
ment or in a sheriff’s department to-
tally unanalyzed unless the woman
could identify who attacked her.

I ask you: What other victims in
America have to identify the attacker
before authorities will take action?
None.

When I first brought this issue to the
forefront, I was told there was not
enough money for all of these rape kits
to be tested. We found that funding in
North Carolina. Now with the help of
the SAFER Act, our law enforcement
agencies will have the ability to track
and prioritize their untested DNA evi-
dence to ensure that victims can find
their perpetrators and hold them ac-
countable, and we can remove violent
criminals from the streets.

Unfortunately, until Congress acts to
reauthorize the Violence Against
Women Act, the well-being of women
across the country hangs in the bal-
ance. This bill has never been a par-
tisan football, and there is no reason it
should be today. I hope we will pass
this bill swiftly and without further
disputes. We must ensure this bill’s
passage for victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking not only in North Caro-
lina but around the country.

Finally, I do want to thank the North
Carolina Coalition Against Sexual As-
sault, the North Carolina Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, and North
Carolina’s State and local law enforce-
ment agencies that have truly been
leaders in combating this problem. I
applaud them for all the work they
have done to reduce and address the in-
cidents of domestic violence and sexual
assault, and I am grateful for the work
they do every day on the front lines of
this issue.

So I am asking my colleagues to join
me in moving the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act through
the Senate swiftly and without further
delay. Millions of victims across the
country are waiting for us to enact this
lifesaving legislation, and we simply
cannot wait any longer.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, last
spring, just before the Senate passed
the Violence Against Women Reauthor-
ization Act, I came to the floor to
share some words from my late dear
friend Sheila Wellstone whose commit-
ment to ending domestic violence is an
everlasting source of inspiration to my
wife Franni and to me.

I shared with my colleagues some-
thing Sheila said, which was this:
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