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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of January 3, 2013, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning-hour 
debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. JONES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, this past 
Sunday when I turned 70 years of age, 
I read in the North Carolina paper, 
known as the News and Observer, the 
article that I would like to quote: 

More than 100 family members, friends and 
uniformed servicemembers marched slowly 
and quietly Friday down a hill at Arlington 
National Cemetery following Army Sergeant 
Aaron X. Wittman’s coffin, draped with an 
American flag and carried on a horse-drawn 
caisson. 

Mr. Speaker, there are probably not 
many Members of Congress or Ameri-
cans who know that Sergeant Wittman 
became the first American to lose his 
life in Afghanistan in 2013. 

I do not know how many more Amer-
icans will have to die between now and 
the end of 2014. One American life is al-
ready one too many. We have done 
enough in Afghanistan. It will never 
change, as history has proven time and 
time again. 

Obviously, there is nothing more im-
portant than an American life. But 
there is a second part of this sad situa-

tion, and that is the $28 million a day 
we are spending to rebuild Afghani-
stan. We could use that $28 million a 
day to fix our own roads and our own 
schools right here in America. 

Yesterday on C–SPAN, I heard the 
Special Inspector General for Afghan 
Reconstruction, John Sopko, speak 
about how much money we are spend-
ing in Afghanistan and the fact that it 
is impossible to give the American tax-
payers an account of where the money 
is going. I think Mr. Sopko and his 
team are doing the best they can; but 
taxpayers are still being shortchanged, 
especially with the looming issue of se-
questration and a pending continuing 
resolution. 

I hope that my colleagues in the 
House can join in the effort to bring 
our troops home by the end of 2013 and 
to put an end to the wasteful spending 
in Afghanistan. Most importantly, 
above all else, put an end to the loss of 
American lives. I will quote from my 
friend, former commandant of the 
United States Marine Corps: 

What do you say to the mother, father, 
wife of the last soldier or marine killed in 
Afghanistan? 

My question is, Was it worth it? My 
answer is, No, not one life is worth it 
to be lost in Afghanistan. It is time to 
bring our troops home. 

Mr. Speaker, this poster beside me 
shows a casket on top of a caisson get-
ting ready to walk to the grave at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. 

May God continue to bless our 
troops, our men and women in uniform. 
May God continue to bless America. 
And please, God, touch the hearts of 
those in the House and let’s bring our 
troops home in 2013. 

f 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER LEVEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. BLU-
MENAUER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the few areas where Washington 
agrees with the general public is that 
our current path is not sustainable. It 
is not merely a case of spending too 
much or taxing too little, although we 
need to control spending and we must 
and will be raising revenue to meet the 
needs of an aging and growing popu-
lation. 

The key is to do business differently, 
to extract more value out of our pro-
grams. We need to have the courage to 
pivot, to do things better, to not follow 
the reflex of the usual economic and 
political groups fighting to continue to 
protect the status quo and the con-
tinuing trend lines. 

In a world already impacted by cli-
mate change and global weather insta-
bility, these forces are going to inten-
sify. One of the best examples of why 
we must change is how we deal with re-
engineering nature as a response to 
natural disasters. 

I salute Governor Cuomo for the use 
of some of the Hurricane Sandy money 
from the Federal Government to move 
people out of harm’s way, not just 
throw good money after bad by relo-
cating and rebuilding in exactly the 
same way, in exactly the same place, 
where nature repeatedly shows that 
people are not wanted. 

I was before the Rules Committee ar-
guing for greater reform in the Federal 
spending, but the Governor is pointing 
in the right direction. 

This week we are watching another 
chapter in the same drama play out in 
the lower Mississippi, where there is an 
argument to continue the self-defeat-
ing effort to fortify the Mississippi 
River, closing a gap in the levee, spend-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars to 
prevent an area in the flood plain from 
flooding every now and then. 

The Federal Government has already 
made periodic flooding in that area as 
part of its relief valve, to take the ex-
cess water and avoid more flooding 
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elsewhere. Failing to allow nature to 
take its course invites a bigger disaster 
as more and more water is forced into 
the narrow fortified walls of the Mis-
sissippi. 

Think about how we have shortened 
and narrowed that river. We haven’t re-
duced the amount of water; we’ve just 
reduced the areas where it can go. It 
makes the inevitable flooding worse. 
Building a levee is simply going to 
move it a little further downstream. 

The solution is to allow the river to 
go where nature wants it, not encour-
age farmers to cultivate even more 
land that will be vulnerable to crop 
loss, more disaster relief, more crop in-
surance loss, and to take away increas-
ingly scarce wildlife habitat for the 
millions of Americans who would like 
to hunt and fish. Done right, this can 
be a virtuous cycle. It saves tax dol-
lars, improves the environment, re-
duces the damage from flooding and all 
the attendant costs. 

It is a classic example of where the 
Federal Government should learn from 
200 years’ experience of trying to engi-
neer the Mississippi River and instead 
allow, in some cases, nature to take its 
course and avoid more expensive and 
worse damage. 

This is what we need to do across the 
Federal Government. We don’t have to 
spend twice as much money on health 
care as most of the developed countries 
for outcomes that are mediocre at best. 
We don’t have to spend more money on 
defense than 12 or 13 of the remaining 
largest defense budgets and on weapons 
that in many cases, like our nuclear 
arsenal where we have far more than 
we need and can ever use and can af-
ford, we can pare down, save tens of 
billions of dollars and still be the most 
powerful Nation in the world; or the 
outrageous crop insurance that encour-
ages reckless and expensive behavior 
by paying farmers to plant crops on 
land that never should have been cul-
tivated in the first place. 
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While we will control spending and 
increase revenues, the most important 
thing we can do is to change the way 
we do business, using common sense, 
proven technology, stretching our tax 
dollars, and making our communities 
more livable. We can start by not pres-
suring the Corps of Engineers to com-
plete the levees, spending millions of 
dollars we don’t have on a solution 
that will make the problem worse. 
Let’s work, instead, to understand the 
impacts of global warming and extreme 
weather and then do something about 
it. 

f 

FEDERAL DEBT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, to-
night, in this House Chamber, Presi-
dent Obama will give his State of the 

Union address to a joint session of Con-
gress. 

Article ll, Section 3 of the Constitu-
tion requires that the President, who-
ever it may be, shall, from time to 
time, give to Congress information on 
the State of the Union. George Wash-
ington, the first President, addressed 
the joint session of Congress, but 
Thomas Jefferson and each succeeding 
President up until 1913 presented a 
written statement of the State of the 
Union to the House and Senate. So 
from 1801 until 1913, Presidents sub-
mitted a written State of the Union, 
and on April 8, 1913, Woodrow Wilson, 
like George Washington, addressed a 
joint session of Congress, and that has 
been the manner of our State of the 
Union by every President since, with 
the exception of Herbert Hoover. 

Today, I am asking for another little 
change in the State of the Union. I 
think that we should consider a re-
quirement that the President, on a day 
that coincides with the State of the 
Union, also have the Federal Govern-
ment make a formal declaration of na-
tional debt. 

My purpose in calling for the declara-
tion is twofold: First, while informa-
tion about the debt can be found, it is 
spread throughout a vast array of 
budget submissions, trustee reports, 
and other documents that are nearly 
impossible to navigate or to under-
stand when trying to determine the 
total national debt and unfunded liabil-
ities our Nation must pay now and in 
the future. And then the second reason, 
of course, is to elevate the issue to re-
mind the American public the signifi-
cant dangers of large government debt. 

As of today, our Nation’s Federal 
debt exceeds our Nation’s gross domes-
tic product. What does that mean? 
Gross domestic product is used to de-
termine the monetary value of all the 
finished goods and services produced in 
America annually, and it includes all 
of the private and public consumption, 
all of the government outlays, all the 
investments and all the exports, less 
the imports. 

Our debt is increasing so quickly 
that it really is difficult to give an 
exact figure of our national debt. Suf-
fice it to say that it will, in the very 
near future, exceed $17 trillion. When I 
looked at the so-called ‘‘clock’’ on my 
way over here, it was approaching $16.6 
trillion. Now, if you stacked $16 trillion 
one-dollar bills one on top of the other, 
it would extend more than 1 million 
miles, which would reach to the Moon 
and back twice. 

Now, former Speaker PELOSI said a 
few days ago that we do not have a 
spending problem. Now, I do not be-
lieve that most Americans would agree 
with that statement. Families 
throughout America must live within 
their means or suffer the consequences, 
and our government must live within 
its means or suffer the consequences. 
Many people say there are no real con-
sequences, but all of us have seen the 
loss of jobs, the violence, the lack of 

economic growth in countries like 
Greece and Spain and other parts of 
the European Union. 

President Obama took office on Jan-
uary 20, 2009, and the Nation’s total 
debt on that day was $10.6 trillion. 
Today, it is over $16.5 trillion. The 
President has drastically increased this 
country’s debt in a mere 4-year span; in 
fact, it has increased by over 45 per-
cent. However, it should be pointed out 
that he and he alone is not responsible 
for all this dramatic increase in debt. 
Every person that has served in the 
U.S. Congress in the recent past or 
today, House Members and Senate 
Members, are also responsible for the 
spending that we have approved. Also, 
those people who serve in the executive 
branch of government are also respon-
sible. 

Just to give you a few examples, 9 or 
10 months ago, the Department of En-
ergy built about 12 new buildings over 
here on The Mall, across from the Jef-
ferson Memorial, for a solar exhibit. It 
stayed there for about 10 months, and 
then it was torn down. No one really 
knows how much the debt cost. 

EPA, each year, gives grants to other 
countries, including China, to help 
them with their environmental prob-
lems at a time when we have to borrow 
money from China to meet our obliga-
tions. And then, as Mr. JONES men-
tioned earlier, in Afghanistan, we’re 
spending $28 million a day. 

So I think it would be beneficial to 
the American people to prepare an an-
nual declaration of the national debt to 
be made available to the Congress and 
the public. This would show the Amer-
ican people how much we owed last 
year, how much we owe this year, and 
what the projected debt is for the fu-
ture. 

f 

THE BLAME GAME 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, tonight, 
the President will once again walk into 
this Chamber and lay out a vision for 
how to strengthen America in the 
years ahead. Properly, part of that vi-
sion will include the need to solve our 
deficit challenge and address the loom-
ing sequester. That dangerous set of 
automatic and indiscriminate spending 
cuts is due to take effect in just under 
3 weeks. But instead of working with 
Democrats to avert the sequester 
through a big and balanced solution— 
or, frankly, even a short-term balanced 
proposal—a growing number of House 
Republicans are, instead, engaged in a 
dangerous blame game. 

Majority Leader CANTOR joined in 
that this weekend, claiming that the 
President is the one who proposed the 
sequester in the first place. What he 
didn’t say was, of course, the Repub-
licans offered a piece of legislation 
called. The sequester was an integral 
part of their policy proposal. In fact, 
the sequester was part of a bipartisan 
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agreement instigated by Republicans, 
which we supported. Let us not forget, 
Mr. Speaker, that it was Republican 
hostage taking of the debt limit in 2011 
that brought about the Budget Control 
Act, which created the sequester. 

Speaker BOEHNER himself, after the 
deal creating the sequester was struck, 
said about the Budget Control Act, 
which included the sequester which 
faces us at the end of this month: 

When you look at this final agreement 
that we came to with the White House, I got 
98 percent of what I wanted. 

Now, let me again stress that many 
of us voted for this. For the past 2 
years, however, the Republican major-
ity in this House has had our country 
lurching from one fiscal crisis to an-
other. Repeatedly, they have threat-
ened to default on our obligations, shut 
down government operations, and to 
slash spending in an irrational, meat- 
ax way. 

They have shaken the confidence of 
our people and of all those throughout 
the world who look to America for se-
curity and stability. They have under-
mined, in my view, the growth of econ-
omy and jobs—and that’s the view of 
CBO as well—and have put in question 
our commitment to investing in our 
defense and in job creation. 

In short, the Republican majority, 
Mr. Speaker, in my opinion, in this 
House has given us the most chaotic 
and confidence-destroying leadership I 
have seen in my 32 years of service in 
this House. And now, many of them 
suggest the sequester that is scheduled 
to occur on March 1 is an acceptable 
way forward. Mr. Speaker, I will not 
take the time to quote the number of 
Republicans who have said that, but I 
believe all of them are profoundly 
wrong. 

Sequestration will have a dev-
astating impact on both domestic pro-
grams and on our national security. If 
the sequestration were to take effect, 
it would mean 70,000 children dropped 
from the Head Start program; loan 
guarantees to small businesses would 
be cut by as much as $540 million; and 
just as we are engaged in a national 
discussion about how to address mental 
health, up to 373,000 people suffering 
from mental illness could go untreated. 

b 1220 

That is not the President’s vision for 
America, nor is it the vision of Demo-
crats in this House. Now, here we are 
at the 11th hour once again. 

First, House Republicans walked way 
from the Simpson-Bowles recommenda-
tion to adopt a balanced way forward; 
then they refused to compromise on a 
balanced alternative to the sequester, 
starting the clock of sequestration. 
Then we came down to the wire on the 
fiscal cliff and delayed sequestration 
for 2 months, and here we are, once 
again, with Republicans continuing to 
cast blame on others. 

Mr. Speaker, the blame game must 
end by us and by our Republican col-
leagues. The issue is not who is at 

fault. As the previous speaker indi-
cated, we’re all at fault; we’re all re-
sponsible; we all serve in this House. 
Many of us voted for policies that 
spend money. Some of us voted for 
policies to pay for what we bought. 
Others voted against policies for pay-
ing for what we bought. Here we are, 
once again, on the brink of a fiscal 
meltdown. 

It’s a game that has no winners, only 
losers, like the 14,000 teachers, teacher 
assistants, and other education staff 
who would lose their jobs; or the 125,000 
families who would be at risk of losing 
their homes when our rental assistance 
program is cut; or the thousands of ci-
vilian defense personnel, in my district 
alone, and throughout this country 
who would be furloughed for up to 22 
days during the year; and the hundreds 
of thousands around the country across 
every service branch, not to mention 
the tens of thousands of defense con-
tractors critical to our national secu-
rity, who would be at risk of losing 
their jobs. 

Instead, Mr. Speaker, we need to get 
serious and work together to avert a 
sequester that could stop our recovery 
in its tracks and defeat our common 
goal of helping America’s economy 
grow and its businesses create jobs. 

Reducing spending in a rational way 
is important for us to do, let there be 
no mistake. Considering additional 
revenues will be essential—every bipar-
tisan group has said that—if we are to 
get on a sustainable financial footing. 
The sequester, however, Mr. Speaker, 
is dangerous and unacceptable. We 
must stop simply fiddling while the se-
quester’s flames threaten to burn our 
economy, our national security, and 
our people. 

Mr. Speaker, we have no time to 
waste. I would urge the majority leader 
to bring a bill to the floor today that 
would comply with what Mr. 
LANKFORD, who chairs the Republican 
Study Committee, said that we ought 
to pass things that we think the Senate 
can pass, not just messages, not just 
political spin, but we ought to pass 
things that can actually be passed 
through the United States Senate and 
signed by the President. 

Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM has said: 
We have our fingerprints as Republicans on 

this proposal, on this sequestration idea. It 
was the President’s idea, according to Bob 
Woodward’s book. But we as the Republican 
Party agreed to it. 

Let’s make law and make policy so 
that America has the confidence that 
its Congress can work. It must work. 
America needs it to work. 

f 

AVIATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, when I go 
around in Kansas and talk to folks and 
talk to them about a business that sup-
ports 1.2 million American jobs and 
over $150 billion of wealth creation 

across the U.S. economy and ask, 
‘‘What do you think a President would 
do if they knew about an industry like 
that?’’ they’d all say the same thing 
folks all across the country would say. 
They’d say that the President ought to 
encourage that, ought to thank the 
people that work in that industry, and 
ought to promote that industry all 
across the world, a great American- 
manufactured product doing great 
things in America. 

Yet, that industry, the general avia-
tion industry, is used by our President 
as a rhetorical punching bag. Every-
where he goes, he talks about cor-
porate fat-cat jet owners and those 
rich, wealthy people flying around in 
corporate airplanes. 

Well, I know what this industry does. 
I came from this industry. I know pre-
cisely who these people are. When you 
use language like that and you talk 
about an American manufacturing in-
dustry in that way, you’re talking 
about welders, you’re talking about 
union mechanics, and you’re talking 
about all the support people that work 
at fixed-base operations all across the 
country. You’re talking about good, 
hardworking Americans, not corporate 
fat-cat jet owners. 

Yet this President continues in the 
same way that he has. I had hoped that 
I wouldn’t have to come back and talk 
about it again, but I anticipate that to-
night, from this very Chamber, we’ll 
hear about those same corporate fat- 
cat jet owners yet again. 

The general aviation industry doesn’t 
ask for a handout, and it doesn’t need 
what Detroit received. It only asks 
that a President acknowledge and rec-
ognize the importance of this industry. 
It creates aircraft that are used by 
small businessowners all across the Na-
tion to get to places they need to be. 
Every week, I fly on commercial air-
craft from here back to Wichita, Kan-
sas. It’s no easy task. If you want to 
get to two or three of your suppliers or 
four or five of your customers in a day 
located all throughout the heartland, 
the most efficient tool to use to do 
that is a general aviation airplane. 

And, of course, we know the Presi-
dent understands that, Mr. Speaker. He 
flies around in the nicest personal air-
craft in the history of the world, actu-
ally built in Wichita, Kansas. And gov-
ernment employees use general avia-
tion aircraft to travel all around the 
country. They do so because it is an ef-
ficient means of conducting their busi-
ness. 

Now, when the President talks about 
these corporate fat-cat jet owners, he’s 
doing so because he says he wants to 
close a loophole, he wants to generate 
more money coming to Washington, 
D.C., and he talks about this subsidy. 
We looked long and hard to find out 
what subsidy it was he was referring 
to. Frankly, we think it is a deprecia-
tion schedule—a depreciation sched-
ule—something that every asset in 
America is subject to. Yet, somehow, 
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he has picked on this particular depre-
ciation schedule as offensive and anti-
thetical to the American way of life. 

Mr. President, the revenue that is 
generated in 1 year if we eliminated 
the provision about which we think 
you’re speaking, Mr. Speaker, would 
generate enough revenue to run the 
government for a single day—1 day. 
Yet, Mr. Speaker, the President con-
tinues to use this language of class 
warfare against an industry that has 
created so many tens of thousands of 
jobs all across our country. It is 
unexplainable why anyone would be 
critical of this industry. 

The President has also proposed a 
new tax, a general aviation fee, of $100 
per flight segment, which would re-
quire an entire new bureaucracy to im-
plement and to execute. It is incompre-
hensible to me why anyone would 
think that was the right approach. 

Mr. Speaker, I have invited the Presi-
dent of the United States to come to 
Wichita, Kansas, to see Beechcraft, to 
see Cessna, and to see Learjet and to 
see all the suppliers and all of the peo-
ple who work so hard to make these 
airplanes. He has not taken me up on 
that yet, Mr. Speaker. I urge that he 
do so. But, sadly, if he continues to de-
cline and continues to talk about this 
industry in the way that he does, he 
will not suffer, but tens of thousands of 
Americans who work on these air-
planes all across the country will. 

I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the Presi-
dent will change his direction, change 
his course of action, and recognize the 
value of this important industry. 

f 

THE CRISIS OF THE UNITED 
STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. I rise to speak about 
yet another phony, created crisis, and 
that would be the crisis of the United 
States Postal Service, which we have 
heard is hemorrhaging—hem-
orrhaging—money. 

Well, it’s kind of interesting. If you 
look back since in 2006, Congress forced 
the United States Postal Service to 
prepay health care retirement benefits 
for people who have not yet been born 
who might some day go to work for the 
Postal Service. Now, if you had trouble 
following that, I’d understand it. No 
one else in America, no other business, 
no other agency of government, as far 
as I know, no entity in the world is pre-
paying the anticipated health care 
costs of people who haven’t yet been 
born, let alone if they’re a specific en-
tity, people who haven’t yet been born 
and might go to work for them some 
day and might retire and might then 
need health care, but we’re making the 
Postal Service do that. 

Now, I’m not, but the Congress as-
sembled deemed that, snuck it into one 
of those midnight special bills in a 
lame-duck session of Congress. So, now 
the hemorrhaging. 

Well, they’re hemorrhaging money, 
hemorrhaging money. Oh, my God, we 
must do away with them. That’s basi-
cally the Republican line here. They, 
so far, have done nothing to either 
unshackle the post office so it can deal 
with some of these problems, and, in 
fact, have encouraged the most de-
structive instincts of the idiot who is 
running the Postal Service, who should 
be fired by the President, to go to 5-day 
delivery and to close all the sorting 
centers. 

b 1230 
Under the plan of the Postmaster 

General, it will take longer for a first- 
class letter to go from my town of 
Springfield across the river to the city 
of Eugene than it took Thomas Jeffer-
son to mail a letter from Monticello to 
the Continental Congress. Yes, really, 
that’s what he’s planning. Now, that’s 
not going to cause a bunch of people to 
abandon the Postal Service—of course 
not, that will help their revenue. No, it 
won’t. 

With this benign neglect, the indif-
ference, the refusal to act over here in 
the House, we’re watching the Postal 
Service spiral down the drain, both the 
good and the bad of the Postal Service. 

If you didn’t make them prepay 
health care retirement benefits for peo-
ple who haven’t yet been born, who 
haven’t yet gone to work for them, 
over the last 6 years, instead of saying 
they lost $41,200,000,000, actually, it 
would come down to about $9 billion. 
They prepaid $32 billion of health care 
retirement benefits, $32 billion. That is 
by far the large majority of their red 
ink. Just about 80 percent of their red 
ink is due to them being forced to do 
something that no other entity on 
Earth is being forced to do. 

If you want to look for a phony, man-
ufactured crisis, this is it. Yes, they 
still have a small problem. That would 
be about a billion and a half dollars a 
year. If we unshackled them a bit, let 
them get into some new lines of busi-
ness—which the Republicans are refus-
ing to do—if we allowed them to set 
rates rationally—they’ve got a couple 
of lines of business as they call them 
that make money, and they have oth-
ers that lose money. But they’re al-
lowed only to increase rates—even if it 
is losing money to deliver junk mail— 
by a cost-of-living increase, which it 
would obviously be less than a penny 
on junk mail delivery costs. The same 
on first-class. 

If we allowed them to set their rates 
reasonably, if we took away this man-
date of prefunding retirement health 
care costs for people who haven’t yet 
been born, who haven’t yet gone to 
work for them, and if we settled up on 
the old dispute over their overpayment 
for the civil service retirees who got 
rolled into the FERS system with the 
Postal Service, actually we could have 
a viable entity and one that would con-
tinue to serve America into the next 
century. 

The post office pioneered optical 
scanning. They used to have some vi-

sionary leadership over there. They 
need new leadership. They need to be 
unshackled by Congress. They need to 
have unfair burdens lifted. But they 
don’t need to be destroyed. That’s 
where we’re headed, towards the de-
struction of the Postal Service at this 
point in time. Some say young people 
don’t use it, no one needs it, who needs 
it. They’re delivering packages for 
FedEx and UPS to places where FedEx 
and UPS doesn’t want to go. They’ve 
partnered with FedEx and UPS. They 
deliver packages for small businesses 
and with their one-price package that 
FedEx and UPS can’t afford, which are 
vital to thousands of small businesses 
in my State and millions nationwide. 
They deliver prescriptions. Yes, they 
deliver prescriptions on Saturdays for 
veterans and others. 

We need to fix the Postal Service, not 
destroy it. 

f 

LET’S RECTIFY THE FISCAL 
SITUATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. ROSS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address that issue which will have a 
significant fiscal impact on the eco-
nomic well-being of this country in 
just 16 days. That is the issue of se-
questration. 

I have to agree with the minority 
whip from Maryland, who earlier spoke 
today that it’s time to stop the blame 
game. There is no need to blame any 
more about this terrible fiscal policy 
which we are about to sustain. 

You see, across-the-board cuts that 
the looming sequester will implement 
in a couple of weeks are bad policy and 
a result of bad politics. I believe that 
we must cut spending, and I rise here 
in support of careful, targeted cuts. 

It is a shame that 850 jobs will be lost 
in Florida schools while we build a 
$750,000 soccer field in Guantanamo 
Bay for terrorists. It’s a shame that 
more than 26,000 special education stu-
dents will see cuts to their education 
in Florida while government agencies 
are spending hundreds of thousands of 
dollars on conferences in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. And it is a shame that more 
than 35,000 health care workers in Flor-
ida are projected to lose their jobs 
while more than $115 billion was lost in 
improper payments from this govern-
ment in just one year. 

We must ask ourselves, for every $1 
that we are going to spend, is it worth 
mortgaging and borrowing our chil-
dren’s and our grandchildren’s future 
for 41 cents for every one of those dol-
lars. I submit to you that it is not. 

Let’s rectify this situation. I urge 
the Senate to take up the House-passed 
legislation, which would make targeted 
cuts to eliminate waste, fraud, and 
abuse so that important essential gov-
ernment programs will not lose their 
funding. 

The American people not only de-
mand and deserve transparency in 
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their appropriation process, but they 
also demand and deserve that we be 
prudent and fiscally responsible in 
making sure we operate and appro-
priate within our means. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, thank You for giving us 
another day. 

The people’s House prepares to wel-
come the governmental and military 
leadership of our Nation. The world 
watches as the great experiment of ci-
vilian self-government is in high relief. 

May all who populate these hallways 
this day be possessed of goodwill and a 
shared commitment to guarantee the 
freedoms and responsibilities inspired 
by the soaring rhetoric and subsequent 
actions of our American ancestors. 

May all that is said and done in this 
Chamber today redound to the benefit 
of our Nation and the glory of Your 
holy name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
KINZINGER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

NO MORE BLAME, MR. PRESIDENT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, tonight the President will ad-

dress the American people in his an-
nual State of the Union Address. With 
the last quarter revealing unemploy-
ment has risen .1 percent and the econ-
omy contracting .1 percent, the Presi-
dent should change course. He should 
follow the example of President John 
F. Kennedy and President Ronald 
Reagan to lower taxes during economic 
hardship to promote job creation. 

Last Congress, House Republicans 
passed over 30 job-creating bills. Most 
sadly died in the Senate graveyard. Ad-
ditionally, the House has voted twice 
on a balanced approach to prevent se-
questration with commonsense re-
forms. We should avoid these dev-
astating cuts to occur, which will 
threaten our national security and de-
stroy over 2 million jobs. House Repub-
licans are actually passing legislation 
to encourage job growth through small 
business success. 

Now is the time for positive leader-
ship. I urge the President to begin 
working with House Republicans to 
find real solutions that will create jobs 
and put our country back on the path 
to prosperity. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

DARWIN DAY 
(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the birth of Charles Darwin. 
Only rarely in human history has 
someone shown a fundamentally new 
way of thinking about the world, an in-
sight so revolutionary that it has made 
possible further creative and explana-
tory thinking. 

In my previous field of physics, we 
have Galileo and Newton and Einstein. 
In biology, at the top of any list would 
be Charles Darwin. Without his in-
sights—without his recognition that 
natural selection enables ever-increas-
ing complexity and functionality and 
enables the development of ever-more 
wonderful forms of life—our modern 
understandings of biology, ecology, ge-
netics, and medicine would be impos-
sible, and our comprehension of the 
world around us would be vastly poor-
er. 

I’ve introduced a resolution to honor 
February 12 as a ceremonial Darwin 
Day, to recognize the importance of 
scientific thinking in our lives and to 
honor one of humankind’s greatest 
thinkers. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH N. COOK, SR. 
(Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a great 
American hero, somebody born in 
Channahon, Illinois, in my district, and 
passed away very recently. 

His name is Joe Cook, Sr. Joe was a 
community leader, a great father, a 
great family member, but I would like 
to point out today a great veteran of 
the United States. He was a proud 
American, a decorated Korean war vet-
eran, a member of the U.S. Army’s 1st 
Cavalry Division. He was listed as 
missing in action for over 121 days be-
hind enemy lines. By the grace of God, 
he was one of the very few to return 
home from Task Force Crombez, a re-
cipient of the Silver Star, five Bronze 
Stars, and two Purple Hearts. 

These are the kinds of Americans 
that we need to honor and cherish 
today. And I tip my hat off to Mr. 
Cook, and I say thank you, sir, for your 
service to your country. 

f 

MEDICARE 
(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
Wednesday the Congressional Budget 
Office came out with their new budget 
projections and analysis of last year. 
What it showed was that the Medicare 
program grew at the slowest rate since 
1965 when the program was created. 

As this chart shows, the cost growth 
for Medicare is coming down. As a re-
sult of that, there are $200 billion in 
new savings that we didn’t know about 
the day before. 

This is the smart way to balance our 
budget, by providing incentives for pre-
ventive care for more efficiency in the 
system, not butchering Medicare by 
turning it into a private health insur-
ance program or raising the age of eli-
gibility. 

We can build on its success. We can 
stop sequestration by having a smart, 
focused health care policy which saves 
money for the American taxpayer, but 
protects America’s seniors and people 
on disability. 

f 

SEQUESTRATION 
(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, tonight the 
American people see if President 
Obama will keep his word regarding se-
questration. At the third Presidential 
debate, President Obama said: 

First of all, the sequester is not something 
that I proposed. It’s something that Congress 
has proposed. It will not happen. 

As you can see, the truth is that se-
questration was a concept that came 
from President Obama’s White House, 
and sequestration is happening unless 
Congress acts. President Obama must 
keep his promise to find the necessary 
cuts to get our fiscal house in order. 
We cannot fix this problem by taxing 
the American people more. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the President to 
keep his promise to fix the current se-
questration and maintain the needed 
cuts in spending. 
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GOVERNMENT SUES STANDARD & 

POOR’S 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice for finally taking some 
substantive action against one of the 
credit rating agencies, Standard & 
Poor’s, for its role in causing the great-
est economic crisis since the Great De-
pression. 

When Wall Street’s housing bubble 
burst in 2008, it sent shock waves 
through our economy. That shock wave 
may not have been so destructive if 
credit rating agencies like Standard & 
Poor’s did not create fraud. 

Rather than assessing real risk and 
due diligence on the securities, Stand-
ard & Poor’s invented a system of de-
frauding investors by providing the 
highest rating as long as the clients 
paid Standard & Poor’s enough money. 
If Standard & Poor’s actually rated the 
mortgage securities for what they were 
truly worth, our entire banking system 
and economy may not have collapsed. 

While the Department of Justice 
should be praised for taking some ac-
tion against Standard & Poor’s, other 
rating agencies were left out of the 
case. And the fact is Justice’s case is 
only a civil one, not a criminal one. 
That tells you who really holds polit-
ical power in our country. 

Thanks to Wall Street, America lost 
over 8 million jobs. American house-
holds lost over $19 trillion in wealth. 
Yet no major Wall Street executive has 
ever faced the threat of jail time. Real 
cases could yield real dollars back to 
our Treasury and help America pay the 
bills that resulted from the Great Re-
cession beginning in 2008. 

f 

b 1410 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHESTER 
REITEN 

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, a North 
Dakota legend died recently, and I was 
honored to be able to attend the cele-
bration of his life, a sendoff worthy of 
a king. 

Chester Reiten was like royalty, es-
pecially to the people of his hometown 
of Minot, where he served as their 
mayor for 14 years. Public service came 
naturally to Chet. During World War 
II, he enlisted in the United States 
Navy, serving as an ensign and com-
manding officer of a landing craft in-
fantry ship. 

In addition to military and local 
service, Chet served 16 years in the 
North Dakota Senate where he was 
also president pro tem. 

Chester really made a name for him-
self and Minot when he combined his 
loves of Norwegian culture and Amer-
ica by founding the annual Norsk 

Hostfest, the largest Scandinavian fes-
tival in North America. The Hostfest 
brings thousands of people to Minot 
every year to celebrate all things Scan-
dinavian. Chester received the St. Olav 
Medal from the King of Norway as a re-
sult of his work with Norsk Hostfest 
and his promotion of Norwegian and 
Scandinavian heritage. He received the 
Theodore Roosevelt Roughrider Award 
in 2002 and was inducted into the Scan-
dinavian American Hall of Fame in 
2011. 

May God bless Chester’s memory; his 
wife, Joy; and their beautiful family. 
He will be missed. 

f 

JACK’S OYSTER HOUSE 
CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, with pride 
I rise today to congratulate Jack’s 
Oyster House of Albany, New York, on 
the celebration of its 100th anniversary 
recently held on January 24. Founded 
by Jack Rosenstein, the restaurant is 
currently owned by his grandson, Brad. 
As a sampling of its entree depth, 
Jack’s has served liver and onions 
since the first day it opened. One 
menu, dating back to 1939, lists the 
price of this signature dish as 75 cents. 

Sadly, however, many restaurants do 
not make it past their first few years 
of operation; but Jack’s has endured 
because it remembers and honors its 
past, including well-dressed wait staff 
and boutique tables and place settings, 
while striving to serve its current cus-
tomers in a top-notch manner with 
quality, classic fare. 

The only day, interestingly, Jack’s 
ever closed in the past 100 years was in 
1986 for Jack Rosenstein’s funeral. May 
he rest in peace. And may Jack’s Oys-
ter House continue to thrive for cen-
turies to come. We wish all involved a 
happy 100th birthday. 

f 

FORT HOOD’S TERRORIST ATTACK 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, a report will 
air tonight on ‘‘ABC News’’ about the 
Obama administration’s negligence of 
the Fort Hood survivors and their fam-
ilies. This was clearly a terrorist at-
tack. And while the Obama administra-
tion has designated that attack that 
killed all those people a ‘‘workplace vi-
olence,’’ the survivors cannot get as-
sistance. Major Hasan was influenced 
by Awlaki. The administration knew 
Awlaki was bad, and they killed him by 
a drone missile. And now the people 
that are involved are not getting the 
necessary help. 

Secretary of Defense Panetta, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs Dempsey, At-
torney General Holder, and the Presi-
dent of the United States have failed 

the people and continue to fail the peo-
ple who were wounded and killed at 
Fort Hood, as well as their families. 

f 

REMEMBERING PRESIDENT 
LINCOLN 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today is 
the birthday of Abraham Lincoln. Un-
fortunately, not many Americans prob-
ably know that; but February 12 used 
to be a date that people remembered. 
Now it’s just Presidents Day, a weak 
invocation. 

An award-winning movie is presently 
showing about President Lincoln, a 
great President who saved the Union 
and got the 13th Amendment passed— 
slavery abolished. But the movie also 
showed that President Lincoln could 
make compromise and make the two 
sides of the bodies work together for 
the betterment of this Nation. 

As President Obama from the Land of 
Lincoln speaks tonight in the State of 
the Union, we should remember what 
Lincoln taught us: that you need to 
work for the union of this government, 
the unity of our people, for rights for 
everybody and diversity, and for the 
two parties to work together for the 
betterment of the United States of 
America. 

Thank you, President Lincoln. 
f 

RESPONSIBLE SPENDING 
CONTROLS 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, Uncle 
Sam’s free-spending ways have cost 
each American $27,000 over the last 4 
years. As a Nation, we are adding 
$50,000 in debt each second. But listen-
ing to this President talk about seques-
tration, you would think that we can’t 
spend one penny less, even though dis-
cretionary spending has risen over his 
tenure, even though we spend millions 
on such necessities as robotic squirrels, 
Martian menus, hot-air balloons, and 
other so-called priorities. 

The House has voted twice to replace 
the President’s sequester with com-
monsense spending reforms. It is time 
to get serious about replacing these in-
discriminate cuts with other more tar-
geted spending reductions, but not by 
raising taxes again. 

Mr. Speaker, I am willing to work 
with this President to replace his se-
quester with responsible spending con-
trols. I am not willing to ask our con-
stituents to give Washington more of 
their hard-earned money so it can be 
squandered and added to the hefty tab 
Uncle Sam is piling up on their behalf. 

f 

CURBING GUN VIOLENCE 
(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, a lit-
tle over a week ago, I met with com-
munity leaders, law enforcement, men-
tal health professionals, gun owners, 
and those who have been touched by 
gun violence to discuss what we can do 
together to curb gun violence. They 
shared their thoughts and different 
perspectives; but, together, they called 
on me to take action. 

So today, I rise to urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of sen-
sible new gun laws. We must pass legis-
lation that will lead to universal back-
ground checks, that makes gun traf-
ficking a Federal crime, and limits ac-
cess to high-capacity magazines and 
military-style assault weapons. 

This is the moment. Right now, this 
is the time. Together, we have the op-
portunity to save lives. It’s up to us to 
seize the moment. Let’s get to work. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

HYDROPOWER REGULATORY 
EFFICIENCY ACT OF 2013 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 267) to improve hydropower, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 267 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act 
of 2013’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Promoting small hydroelectric power 

projects. 
Sec. 4. Promoting conduit hydropower 

projects. 
Sec. 5. FERC authority to extend prelimi-

nary permit periods. 
Sec. 6. Promoting hydropower development 

at nonpowered dams and closed 
loop pumped storage projects. 

Sec. 7. DOE study of pumped storage and po-
tential hydropower from con-
duits. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds that— 
(1) the hydropower industry currently em-

ploys approximately 300,000 workers across 
the United States; 

(2) hydropower is the largest source of 
clean, renewable electricity in the United 
States; 

(3) as of the date of enactment of this Act, 
hydropower resources, including pumped 
storage facilities, provide— 

(A) nearly 7 percent of the electricity gen-
erated in the United States; and 

(B) approximately 100,000 megawatts of 
electric capacity in the United States; 

(4) only 3 percent of the 80,000 dams in the 
United States generate electricity, so there 
is substantial potential for adding hydro-
power generation to nonpowered dams; and 

(5) according to one study, by utilizing cur-
rently untapped resources, the United States 
could add approximately 60,000 megawatts of 
new hydropower capacity by 2025, which 
could create 700,000 new jobs over the next 13 
years. 
SEC. 3. PROMOTING SMALL HYDROELECTRIC 

POWER PROJECTS. 
Subsection (d) of section 405 of the Public 

Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (16 
U.S.C. 2705) is amended by striking ‘‘5,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘10,000’’. 
SEC. 4. PROMOTING CONDUIT HYDROPOWER 

PROJECTS. 
(a) APPLICABILITY OF, AND EXEMPTION 

FROM, LICENSING REQUIREMENTS.—Section 30 
of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 823a) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(a)(1) A qualifying conduit hydropower fa-
cility shall not be required to be licensed 
under this part. 

‘‘(2)(A) Any person, State, or municipality 
proposing to construct a qualifying conduit 
hydropower facility shall file with the Com-
mission a notice of intent to construct such 
facility. The notice shall include sufficient 
information to demonstrate that the facility 
meets the qualifying criteria. 

‘‘(B) Not later than 15 days after receipt of 
a notice of intent filed under subparagraph 
(A), the Commission shall— 

‘‘(i) make an initial determination as to 
whether the facility meets the qualifying 
criteria; and 

‘‘(ii) if the Commission makes an initial 
determination, pursuant to clause (i), that 
the facility meets the qualifying criteria, 
publish public notice of the notice of intent 
filed under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) If, not later than 45 days after the 
date of publication of the public notice de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)(ii)— 

‘‘(i) an entity contests whether the facility 
meets the qualifying criteria, the Commis-
sion shall promptly issue a written deter-
mination as to whether the facility meets 
such criteria; or 

‘‘(ii) no entity contests whether the facil-
ity meets the qualifying criteria, the facility 
shall be deemed to meet such criteria. 

‘‘(3) For purposes of this section: 
‘‘(A) The term ‘conduit’ means any tunnel, 

canal, pipeline, aqueduct, flume, ditch, or 
similar manmade water conveyance that is 
operated for the distribution of water for ag-
ricultural, municipal, or industrial consump-
tion and not primarily for the generation of 
electricity. 

‘‘(B) The term ‘qualifying conduit hydro-
power facility’ means a facility (not includ-
ing any dam or other impoundment) that is 
determined or deemed under paragraph (2)(C) 
to meet the qualifying criteria. 

‘‘(C) The term ‘qualifying criteria’ means, 
with respect to a facility— 

‘‘(i) the facility is constructed, operated, or 
maintained for the generation of electric 
power and uses for such generation only the 
hydroelectric potential of a non-federally 
owned conduit; 

‘‘(ii) the facility has an installed capacity 
that does not exceed 5 megawatts; and 

‘‘(iii) on or before the date of enactment of 
the Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act of 

2013, the facility is not licensed under, or ex-
empted from the license requirements con-
tained in, this part. 

‘‘(b) Subject to subsection (c), the Commis-
sion may grant an exemption in whole or in 
part from the requirements of this part, in-
cluding any license requirements contained 
in this part, to any facility (not including 
any dam or other impoundment) con-
structed, operated, or maintained for the 
generation of electric power which the Com-
mission determines, by rule or order— 

‘‘(1) utilizes for such generation only the 
hydroelectric potential of a conduit; and 

‘‘(2) has an installed capacity that does not 
exceed 40 megawatts.’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)’’; 
and 

(3) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 
(d) of section 405 of the Public Utility Regu-
latory Policies Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2705), as 
amended, is further amended by striking 
‘‘subsection (a) of such section 30’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (b) of such section 30’’. 
SEC. 5. FERC AUTHORITY TO EXTEND PRELIMI-

NARY PERMIT PERIODS. 
Section 5 of the Federal Power Act (16 

U.S.C. 798) is amended— 
(1) by designating the first, second, and 

third sentences as subsections (a), (c), and 
(d), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) (as so 
designated) the following: 

‘‘(b) The Commission may extend the pe-
riod of a preliminary permit once for not 
more than 2 additional years beyond the 3 
years permitted by subsection (a) if the Com-
mission finds that the permittee has carried 
out activities under such permit in good 
faith and with reasonable diligence.’’. 
SEC. 6. PROMOTING HYDROPOWER DEVELOP-

MENT AT NONPOWERED DAMS AND 
CLOSED LOOP PUMPED STORAGE 
PROJECTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—To improve the regu-
latory process and reduce delays and costs 
for hydropower development at nonpowered 
dams and closed loop pumped storage 
projects, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘Commission’’) shall investigate the fea-
sibility of the issuance of a license for hydro-
power development at nonpowered dams and 
closed loop pumped storage projects in a 2- 
year period (referred to in this section as a 
‘‘2-year process’’). Such a 2-year process 
shall include any prefiling licensing process 
of the Commission. 

(b) WORKSHOPS AND PILOTS.—The Commis-
sion shall— 

(1) not later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, hold an initial work-
shop to solicit public comment and rec-
ommendations on how to implement a 2-year 
process; 

(2) develop criteria for identifying projects 
featuring hydropower development at non-
powered dams and closed loop pumped stor-
age projects that may be appropriate for li-
censing within a 2-year process; 

(3) not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, develop and imple-
ment pilot projects to test a 2-year process, 
if practicable; and 

(4) not later than 3 years after the date of 
implementation of the final pilot project 
testing a 2-year process, hold a final work-
shop to solicit public comment on the effec-
tiveness of each tested 2-year process. 

(c) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The 
Commission shall, to the extent practicable, 
enter into a memorandum of understanding 
with any applicable Federal or State agency 
to implement a pilot project described in 
subsection (b). 
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(d) REPORTS.— 
(1) PILOT PROJECTS NOT IMPLEMENTED.—If 

the Commission determines that no pilot 
project described in subsection (b) is prac-
ticable because no 2-year process is prac-
ticable, not later than 240 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Commission 
shall submit to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources of the Senate a report that— 

(A) describes the public comments received 
as part of the initial workshop held under 
subsection (b)(1); and 

(B) identifies the process, legal, environ-
mental, economic, and other issues that jus-
tify the determination of the Commission 
that no 2-year process is practicable, with 
recommendations on how Congress may ad-
dress or remedy the identified issues. 

(2) PILOT PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED.—If the 
Commission develops and implements pilot 
projects involving a 2-year process, not later 
than 60 days after the date of completion of 
the final workshop held under subsection 
(b)(4), the Commission shall submit to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report that— 

(A) describes the outcomes of the pilot 
projects; 

(B) describes the public comments from 
the final workshop on the effectiveness of 
each tested 2-year process; and 

(C)(i) outlines how the Commission will 
adopt policies under existing law (including 
regulations) that result in a 2-year process 
for appropriate projects; 

(ii) outlines how the Commission will issue 
new regulations to adopt a 2-year process for 
appropriate projects; or 

(iii) identifies the process, legal, environ-
mental, economic, and other issues that jus-
tify a determination of the Commission that 
no 2-year process is practicable, with rec-
ommendations on how Congress may address 
or remedy the identified issues. 
SEC. 7. DOE STUDY OF PUMPED STORAGE AND 

POTENTIAL HYDROPOWER FROM 
CONDUITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy 
shall conduct a study— 

(1)(A) of the technical flexibility that ex-
isting pumped storage facilities can provide 
to support intermittent renewable electric 
energy generation, including the potential 
for such existing facilities to be upgraded or 
retrofitted with advanced commercially 
available technology; and 

(B) of the technical potential of existing 
pumped storage facilities and new advanced 
pumped storage facilities, to provide grid re-
liability benefits; and 

(2)(A) to identify the range of opportuni-
ties for hydropower that may be obtained 
from conduits (as defined by the Secretary) 
in the United States; and 

(B) through case studies, to assess amounts 
of potential energy generation from such 
conduit hydropower projects. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Energy shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report that describes the results of the 
study conducted under subsection (a), includ-
ing any recommendations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY 
LUJÁN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 267. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 267 is the result of the bipar-
tisan effort of Congresswoman CATHY 
MCMORRIS RODGERS and Congress-
woman DIANA DEGETTE, both members 
of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. They’ve worked long and hard 
on this legislation. It has great prom-
ise for increased hydropower develop-
ment across the Nation, and we’re de-
lighted to bring it to the floor today. 

At this time, I would like to yield 2 
minutes to the gentlelady from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS). 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 267, the Hydropower Regulatory 
Efficiency Act of 2013, which I intro-
duced with my good friend from Colo-
rado, Representative DIANA DEGETTE. 

b 1420 

As we continue to advance an all-of- 
the-above energy strategy, we must re-
member to include our Nation’s larg-
est, cleanest, most affordable, reliable, 
and renewable energy source—hydro-
power. 

Sustainable hydropower is a part of a 
strong economy, and to see the poten-
tial and the benefits of hydropower, all 
you have to do is look at my home 
State of Washington State. Over 75 per-
cent of our electricity comes from hy-
dropower. It’s clean and it’s renewable. 

The Columbia and Snake River dams 
in eastern and central Washington 
transformed our economy. What was 
once a dry, barren desert with sage-
brush is one of the most productive ag-
riculture regions in the world. And be-
cause of low-cost hydropower, we’ve at-
tracted high-tech companies like 
Google and Yahoo to relocate their 
servers in eastern Washington. We’ve 
also brought manufacturing facilities 
like the BMW plant, which is in Moses 
Lake. 

However, the regulatory process for 
hydropower, particularly for these 
smaller, controversial projects, is bro-
ken. Too often the cost of complying 
exceeds the cost of the equipment 
itself. We need to make this process 
easier and less costly, and that’s what 
this legislation will do. Think of it as 
the 1040–EZ for hydro permitting. H.R. 
267 streamlines the hydropower permit-
ting process, reducing the burdens im-
peding development and getting low- 
cost power to communities faster. 

Mr. Speaker, most agree with the 
goal of energy independence and con-
tinuing the energy revolution. As part 
of an all-of-the-above strategy, we need 
to domestically produce more oil, coal, 

natural gas, and renewable energies 
like hydropower. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I yield the gentle-
woman an additional 3 minutes. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. There 
was a recent study by the National Hy-
dropower Association that showed we 
could double hydropower production in 
this country without building a new 
dam, simply by investing in new tech-
nologies, new turbines. Actually, only 3 
percent of the dams in the country 
produce electricity. 

We could also, in this process, create 
700,000 jobs. Unleashing American inge-
nuity to increase hydropower produc-
tion will lower energy costs and help 
create thousands of jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support American energy 
and support H.R. 267. 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

H.R. 267 is a bipartisan bill that will 
facilitate the development of new, en-
vironmentally responsible hydropower 
projects. The bill was introduced by 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS and Ms. 
DIANA DEGETTE. It was developed 
through a cooperative process that in-
cluded extensive discussions with in-
terested stakeholders and agencies. 

This process was produced in a bal-
anced, bipartisan way, and it is bipar-
tisan legislation. The legislation is 
supported by both hydropower devel-
opers and environmentalists. It was 
unanimously reported out of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, and 
last Congress, the House passed an 
identical bill by a vote of 382–0. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, I’d ask if the majority 
has any additional speakers. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. We have no addi-
tional speakers. 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I just want to say, 
in conclusion, how much we enjoyed 
working with both sides of the aisle on 
this issue. I want to thank CATHY 
MCMORRIS RODGERS and DIANA 
DEGETTE. 

The Nation will benefit from this leg-
islation because, as has already been 
said, hydropower is a clean, efficient, 
abundant, and affordable source of en-
ergy. And I urge people to support this 
legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
WHITFIELD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 267. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, on 

that I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

COLLINSVILLE RENEWABLE 
ENERGY PROMOTION ACT 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 316) to reinstate and transfer 
certain hydroelectric licenses and ex-
tend the deadline for commencement of 
construction of certain hydroelectric 
projects. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 316 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Collinsville 
Renewable Energy Promotion Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSES 

AND EXTENSION OF TIME TO COM-
MENCE CONSTRUCTION OF 
PROJECTS. 

Subject to section 4 of this Act and not-
withstanding the time period under section 
13 of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) 
that would otherwise apply to Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission projects num-
bered 10822 and 10823, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (referred to in this 
Act as the ‘‘Commission’’) may— 

(1) reinstate the license for either or each 
of those projects; and 

(2) extend for 2 years after the date on 
which either or each project is reinstated 
under paragraph (1) the time period during 
which the licensee is required to commence 
the construction of such projects. 
Prior to reaching any final decision under 
this section, the Commission shall provide 
an opportunity for submission of comments 
by interested persons, municipalities, and 
States and shall consider any such comment 
that is timely submitted. 
SEC. 3. TRANSFER OF LICENSES TO THE TOWN 

OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT. 
Notwithstanding section 8 of the Federal 

Power Act (16 U.S.C. 801) or any other provi-
sion thereof, if the Commission reinstates 
the license for, and extends the time period 
during which the licensee is required to com-
mence the construction of, a Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission project under sec-
tion 2, the Commission shall transfer such li-
cense to the town of Canton, Connecticut. 
SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT. 

(a) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘environmental assessment’’ 
shall have the same meaning as is given such 
term in regulations prescribed by the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality that imple-
ment the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.—Not 
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Commission shall com-
plete an environmental assessment for Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission projects 
numbered 10822 and 10823, updating, to the 
extent necessary, the environmental anal-
ysis performed during the process of licens-
ing such projects. 

(c) COMMENT PERIOD.—Upon issuance of the 
environmental assessment required under 
subsection (b), the Commission shall— 

(1) initiate a 30-day public comment pe-
riod; and 

(2) before taking any action under section 
2 or 3— 

(A) consider any comments received during 
such 30-day period; and 

(B) incorporate in the license for the 
projects involved, such terms and conditions 
as the Commission determines to be nec-
essary, based on the environmental assess-
ment performed and comments received 
under this section. 
SEC. 5. DEADLINE. 

Not later than 270 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Commission 
shall— 

(1) make a final decision pursuant to para-
graph (1) of section 2; and 

(2) if the Commission decides to reinstate 
one or both of the licenses under such para-
graph and extend the corresponding deadline 
for commencement of construction under 
paragraph (2) of such section, complete the 
action required under section 3. 
SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF EXISTING RIGHTS. 

Nothing in this Act shall affect any valid 
license issued by the Commission under sec-
tion 4 of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 
797) on or before the date of enactment of 
this Act or diminish or extinguish any exist-
ing rights under any such license. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY 
LUJÁN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 316 would provide the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission with 
limited authority to reinstate two ter-
minated hydroelectric licenses and 
transfer them to a new owner, the 
Town of Canton, Connecticut. The li-
censes are associated with the Upper 
and Lower Collinsville dams on the 
Farmington River in Connecticut. Both 
projects are under 1 megawatt each. 
This is important legislation that will 
certainly benefit the people in that 
area. 

I want to thank Mr. LUJÁN and oth-
ers for working with us on this impor-
tant piece of legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man WHITFIELD and all of the members 
of the majority as well for working 
with the minority on this important 
piece of legislation. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
the Collinsville hydropower legislation 
introduced by Congresswoman ESTY of 
Connecticut. The bill would authorize 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-

mission to reinstate licenses for two 
hydroelectric power plants on the 
Farmington River and to transfer these 
licenses to the Town of Canton, Con-
necticut. This noncontroversial legisla-
tion has passed the House by voice vote 
in both the 111th and 112th Congresses. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Ms. 
ESTY), the sponsor of the bill. 

Ms. ESTY. Thank you, Congressman 
LUJÁN. And I’d like to thank Chairman 
WHITFIELD for his leadership on this 
important issue and for bringing this 
bill to the floor so quickly this year. 

I rise as the proud sponsor of the Col-
linsville Renewable Energy Promotion 
Act. This bill, as the chairman so aptly 
described, would provide FERC limited 
authority to license the Town of Can-
ton, in my district, to operate two 
small and dormant dams for hydro-
electric power. 

The Upper and Lower Collinsville 
dams on the Farmington River were 
first built in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies to power an ax manufacturer. 
While this business closed in the 1960s, 
the dams have remained and are a last-
ing symbol of the Farmington Valley’s 
very proud manufacturing history. 

And just as our communities have 
been reinvented over the years, we now 
have the opportunity to reinvent a dor-
mant dam into a dam producing local, 
clean energy. If the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, under the au-
thority of this bill, permits both dams 
to generate hydropower, the dams 
could produce nearly 2 megawatts of 
power, enough to power more than 1,500 
homes, which I’ll note, parenthetically, 
with 3 feet of snow in the last week, 
were much in demand, that additional 
power. Licenses for this purpose had 
previously been issued, and this bill 
would allow the reinstatement of the 
inactive FERC licenses. 

Now, as with any dam on any river, 
there are legitimate concerns about 
the river and the ecosystem’s health. 
The Upper and Lower Collinsville dams 
already exist, and our legislation ad-
dresses many concerns to fully protect 
the river’s health by requiring FERC to 
complete an updated analysis of the en-
vironmental impact of the projects and 
seek additional public comment before 
taking action. 

Now, this project started long before 
I was elected to Congress, and I’m 
proud to continue the work on this bill. 
Just a few months ago, this body 
passed the exact same language offered 
by then-Congressman CHRIS MURPHY, 
Connecticut’s new Senator. He’s been a 
longtime champion on this issue, and 
I’m grateful for his and First Select-
man of Canton Richard Barlow’s work 
spearheading these efforts back home. 

b 1430 
I would also like to mention another 

longtime supporter of this project, Art 
Fournier. Sadly, Art passed away this 
past July. But during one of the occa-
sions I had the opportunity to discuss 
issues with him and gain from his life-
time of experiences, he brought up this 
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bill to enforce upon me how important 
it was. He was committed to public 
service and to ensuring that the world 
was a better place for the next genera-
tion. His commitment to public service 
was evident from his service on many 
boards and commissions in the town of 
Canton, including on the Hydro Power 
Advisory Commission. 

Another strong advocate for this 
project also, sadly, died this summer, 
Mark Quattro. Mark, too, made us 
aware of the importance of this project 
for the little town of Canton, and he 
was deeply committed to the commu-
nity and served on many town organi-
zations, including the chamber of com-
merce. It would be a fitting tribute to 
honor these two fine citizens of Can-
ton, Art Fournier and Mark Quattro, 
by passing this bill today. 

I’d like to thank, again, Chairman 
WHITFIELD, as well as Chairman UPTON 
and Ranking Members WAXMAN and 
RUSH and their staffs for bringing the 
Collinsville Renewable Energy Pro-
motion Act to the floor today for a 
vote. This project has a long history of 
bipartisan support at the local level, 
and I’m proud to be working with my 
colleagues across the aisle to empower 
local communities to utilize existing 
resources to create locally produced 
clean, renewable power. I respectfully 
urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, we 
have no further speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, I would just urge my col-
leagues to adopt this legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I want to thank 

Mr. LUJÁN, members of the committee, 
and certainly Ms. ESTY for her involve-
ment in this legislation and would urge 
all the Members to support this legisla-
tion. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
WHITFIELD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 316. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERAN EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECHNICIAN SUPPORT ACT OF 2013 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 235) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide grants to 
States to streamline State require-
ments and procedures for veterans with 
military emergency medical training 
to become civilian emergency medical 
technicians. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 235 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veteran 

Emergency Medical Technician Support Act 
of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2. ASSISTING VETERANS WITH MILITARY 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRAINING TO 
MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR BECOM-
ING CIVILIAN EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECHNICIANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of title III of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 243 et 
seq.) is amended by inserting after section 
314 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 315. ASSISTING VETERANS WITH MILITARY 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRAINING TO 
MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR BECOM-
ING CIVILIAN EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECHNICIANS. 

‘‘(a) PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a program consisting of awarding dem-
onstration grants to States to streamline 
State requirements and procedures in order 
to assist veterans who completed military 
emergency medical technician training while 
serving in the Armed Forces of the United 
States to meet certification, licensure, and 
other requirements applicable to becoming 
an emergency medical technician in the 
State. 

‘‘(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts received as a 
demonstration grant under this section shall 
be used to prepare and implement a plan to 
streamline State requirements and proce-
dures as described in subsection (a), includ-
ing by— 

‘‘(1) determining the extent to which the 
requirements for the education, training, 
and skill level of emergency medical techni-
cians in the State are equivalent to require-
ments for the education, training, and skill 
level of military emergency medical techni-
cians; and 

‘‘(2) identifying methods, such as waivers, 
for military emergency medical technicians 
to forego or meet any such equivalent State 
requirements. 

‘‘(c) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a grant 
under this section, a State shall demonstrate 
that the State has a shortage of emergency 
medical technicians. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit 
to the Congress an annual report on the pro-
gram under this section. 

‘‘(e) FUNDING.—Of the amount authorized 
by section 751(j)(1) to be appropriated to 
carry out section 751 for fiscal year 2014, 
there is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $1,000,000 for the period 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
751(j)(1) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 294a(j)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘There is authorized to be appropriated’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Subject to section 315(e), there is 
authorized to be appropriated’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY 
LUJÁN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in strong support and urge my 
colleagues to vote for H.R. 235, the Vet-
eran Emergency Medical Technician 
Support Act of 2013. 

At this time I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
KINZINGER), a member of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee, who wrote 
this important legislation. 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman, for your hard work 
in bringing this forward. I just want to 
thank all my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle for supporting this bill. 

Unemployment rates continue to be 
far too high among our veterans who 
are returning from Iraq and Afghani-
stan. These returning men and women 
deserve a smooth transition from the 
military into the civilian workforce. 
As a Nation, we must recognize the ex-
perience and education that our mili-
tary-trained EMTs receive. It’s ineffi-
cient to force these well-trained vet-
erans to start over with basic training 
in the civilian workforce after aiding 
wounded men and women who were se-
verely injured in combat. We must rec-
ognize military-trained EMT skills and 
education and streamline the process 
so these honorable men and women can 
quickly return to work here at home. 

I’m a pilot in the Air National Guard. 
One of the things that really brought 
this to my mind is, as a pilot, I went 
through my pilot training and was able 
to take an equivalency test in which I 
was granted, basically, the civilian 
equivalent of what I learned in the 
military. And you realize those are 
very obviously transferable skills. And 
to be able to bring that into the civil-
ian workforce has done great for air-
lines and commercial piloting and ev-
erything, frankly, related to aviation 
in the civilian world. 

This bill is a commonsense way to 
help our veterans as they transition 
back to civilian life. By supporting 
States to make the process more effi-
cient, veterans with military EMT 
training will more quickly become cer-
tified civilian EMTs. In doing so, re-
turning veterans will not have to start 
over at square one in their training and 
can enter the civilian workforce much 
sooner. 

One other point to make in this is 
that in rural areas—and I represent a 
lot of rural areas in Illinois—there is a 
shortage of emergency medical techni-
cians in small towns. But there’s not a 
shortage of folks coming back from 
Iraq and Afghanistan—veterans in 
these small communities. To be able to 
do this small step in ensuring that the 
rural areas, the rural municipalities 
and our veterans are matched with jobs 
where there is need is, I think, a very 
positive step in the right direction. 

I would urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to support this great 
piece of legislation. 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
235, the Veteran Emergency Medical 
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Technician Support Act of 2013. This 
bill authorizes a demonstration grant 
program for States that are experi-
encing emergency medical technician 
shortages so that States, in turn, can 
better assist returning veterans and 
their transition to civilian employ-
ment. States receiving grant funding 
under this program would develop and 
implement plans to streamline train-
ing and educational requirements for 
returning vets. Specifically, States 
would determine the extent to which 
civilian education and training re-
quirements are equivalent to those for 
previous military EMT work. And 
States would identify ways for quali-
fied military EMTs to forego duplica-
tive requirements. 

H.R. 235 was reported by the Energy 
and Commerce Committee with broad 
bipartisan support. And, Mr. Speaker, I 
think it’s also worth noting that H.R. 
235 is essentially the same as legisla-
tion that passed the House on a voice 
vote in the last Congress. I commend 
the sponsors of the bill, Congressman 
KINZINGER and Congresswoman CAPPS, 
for their leadership on this important 
issue. H.R. 235 is a commonsense bipar-
tisan measure. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman 
and the majority for working with us 
on this bill, would urge my colleagues 
to support this bill, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank once again Mr. 
KINZINGER of Illinois and Mrs. CAPPS of 
California for this commonsense legis-
lation. When you think about young 
men and women serving in the military 
and Iraq and Afghanistan and respond-
ing to a wide array of emergencies that 
they respond to and having visited the 
training programs that they have, we 
know that they are well trained. And 
yet some State licensing laws for EMTs 
vary. Many States do not recognize 
combat medics and other veterans’ 
qualifications as applicable to the li-
censing requirement of the civilian 
health care system. Some States make 
exceptions for former military medics 
and allow them reciprocity and a 
chance to sit for the licensing exam 
without going through the usual train-
ing. But, as I said, many States do not. 

This legislation simply helps stream-
line State requirements and make al-
lowances for returning veterans to 
enter the EMT workforce without un-
necessary duplication of their training. 
And we all know the great demand for 
emergency technicians in our society 
today. 

b 1440 
This bill also provides for an annual 

report to Congress. It complies with 
CutGo because funding of the $1 mil-
lion for the program is offset with 
funds from area health education cen-
ters of the Public Health Service Act. 

So, I am pleased to support this legis-
lation and urge my colleagues to vote 

in favor of H.R. 235. Once again, I 
thank the gentleman from Illinois and 
all of those on the committee who 
brought this legislation to the floor. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 

of H.R. 235, the Veteran Emergency Medical 
Technician Support Act of 2013. Congress-
woman CAPPS and Congressman KINZINGER 
have introduced this commonsense legislation 
to advance our shared goals of getting our 
veterans back to work and addressing areas 
of shortage in health professions. 

H.R. 235 is essentially the same as legisla-
tion the House passed on a voice vote in the 
112th Congress. I know we are all hopeful that 
this time around the Senate will act quickly to 
consider and pass this bill. 

Each of us is deeply indebted to the mem-
bers of our military for their patriotism and for 
all they do to protect our country and its na-
tional interests. 

We know that our returning vets have 
unique skills and experiences that make them 
highly qualified for jobs in the health care and 
other sectors. However, the unfortunate reality 
is that our veterans experience unemployment 
rates well above the national average. 

H.R. 235 authorizes a demonstration grant 
program for states to support planning efforts 
to streamline their certification and licensure 
requirements for returning vets with emer-
gency medical training. While states would 
take the lead in carrying out this program, I 
believe there would be an important role for 
partnerships between public and private orga-
nizations within the states—such as area 
health education centers—in its implementa-
tion. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 235, 
and I commend the sponsors of this bill for 
their work on this legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
WHITFIELD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 235. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After 
consultation among the Speaker and 
the majority and minority leaders, and 
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses 
meet tonight in joint session to hear 
an address by the President of the 
United States, only the doors imme-
diately opposite the Speaker and those 
immediately to his left and right will 
be open. 

No one will be allowed on the floor of 
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to 
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege 
of the floor must be strictly enforced. 
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of 
all Members is requested. 

The practice of purporting to reserve 
seats prior to the joint session by 

placement of placards or personal 
items will not be allowed. Chamber Se-
curity may remove these items from 
the seats. Members may reserve their 
seats only by physical presence fol-
lowing the security sweep of the Cham-
ber. 

Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the 
Chair declares the House in recess until 
approximately 8:35 p.m. for the purpose 
of receiving in joint session the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 41 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2040 

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS 
PURSUANT TO HOUSE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION 11 TO RE-
CEIVE A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 8 
o’clock and 40 minutes p.m. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs. 
Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice 
President and Members of the U.S. 
Senate, who entered the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The joint session will 
come to order. 

The Chair appoints as members of 
the committee on the part of the House 
to escort the President of the United 
States into the Chamber: 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
CANTOR); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY); 

The gentlewoman from Washington 
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS); 

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
WALDEN); 

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LANKFORD); 

The gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. 
JENKINS); 

The gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX); 

The gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. PELOSI); 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
BECERRA); 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
CROWLEY); 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ISRAEL); and 

The gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH). 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort the 
President of the United States into the 
House Chamber: 

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Vermont (Mr. 

LEAHY); 
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The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN); 
The Senator from New York (Mr. 

SCHUMER); 
The Senator from Washington (Mrs. 

MURRAY); 
The Senator from Colorado (Mr. BEN-

NET); 
The Senator from Michigan (Ms. STA-

BENOW); 
The Senator from Alaska (Mr. 

BEGICH); 
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 

MCCONNELL); 
The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-

NYN); 
The Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 

THUNE); 
The Senator from Missouri (Mr. 

BLUNT); 
The Senator from Wyoming (Mr. 

BARRASSO); and 
The Senator from Kansas (Mr. 

MORAN). 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-

nounced the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye, 
the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Djibouti. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved 
for him. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court. 

The Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives and took 
the seats reserved for them in front of 
the Speaker’s rostrum. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of 
the United States. 

The members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 9 o’clock and 9 minutes p.m., the 
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Paul 
D. Irving, announced the President of 
the United States. 

The President of the United States, 
escorted by the committee of Senators 
and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you the 
President of the United States. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 

Vice President, Members of Congress, 
fellow Americans: 

Fifty-one years ago, John F. Kennedy 
declared to this Chamber that ‘‘the 
Constitution makes us not rivals for 
power but partners for progress . . . It 
is my task,’’ he said, ‘‘to report the 
State of the Union—to improve it is 
the task of us all.’’ 

Tonight, thanks to the grit and de-
termination of the American people, 

there is much progress to report. After 
a decade of grinding war, our brave 
men and women in uniform are coming 
home. After years of grueling reces-
sion, our businesses have created over 6 
million new jobs. We buy more Ameri-
cans cars than we have in 5 years, and 
less foreign oil than we have in 20. Our 
housing market is healing, our stock 
market is rebounding, and consumers, 
patients, and homeowners enjoy 
stronger protections than ever before. 

So together, we have cleared away 
the rubble of crisis, and we can say 
with renewed confidence that the state 
of our Union is stronger. 

But we gather here knowing that 
there are millions of Americans whose 
hard work and dedication have not yet 
been rewarded. Our economy is adding 
jobs—but too many people still can’t 
find full-time employment. Corporate 
profits have skyrocketed to all-time 
highs—but for more than a decade, 
wages and incomes have barely budged. 
It is our generation’s task, then, to re-
ignite the true engine of America’s 
economic growth—a rising, thriving 
middle class. 

It is our unfinished task to restore 
the basic bargain that built this coun-
try—the idea that if you work hard and 
meet your responsibilities, you can get 
ahead, no matter where you come 
from, no matter what you look like, or 
whom you love. 

It is our unfinished task to make 
sure that this government works on be-
half of the many, and not just the few; 
that it encourages free enterprise, re-
wards individual initiative, and opens 
the doors of opportunity to every child 
across this great Nation. 

The American people don’t expect 
government to solve every problem. 
They don’t expect those of us in this 
Chamber to agree on every issue. But 
they do expect us to put the Nation’s 
interests before party. They do expect 
us to forge reasonable compromise 
where we can, for they know that 
America moves forward only when we 
do so together, and that the responsi-
bility of improving this union remains 
the task of us all. 

Now, our work must begin by making 
some basic decisions about our budget, 
decisions that will have a huge impact 
on the strength of our recovery. 

Over the last few years, both parties 
have worked together to reduce the 
deficit by more than $2.5 trillion, most-
ly through spending cuts but also by 
raising tax rates on the wealthiest 1 
percent of Americans. As a result, we 
are more than halfway towards the 
goal of $4 trillion in deficit reduction 
that economists say we need to sta-
bilize our finances. 

Now we need to finish the job. And 
the question is, how? 

In 2011, Congress passed a law saying 
that if both parties couldn’t agree on a 
plan to reach our deficit goal, about a 
trillion dollars’ worth of budget cuts 
would automatically go into effect this 
year. These sudden, harsh, arbitrary 
cuts would jeopardize our military 

readiness. They’d devastate priorities 
like education and energy and medical 
research. They would certainly slow 
our recovery and cost us hundreds of 
thousands of jobs. And that’s why 
Democrats, Republicans, business lead-
ers and economists have already said 
that these cuts, known here in Wash-
ington as ‘‘the sequester,’’ are a really 
bad idea. 

Now, some in Congress have proposed 
preventing only the defense cuts by 
making even bigger cuts to things like 
education and job training, Medicare 
and Social Security benefits. 

That idea is even worse. Yes, the big-
gest driver of our long-term debt is the 
rising cost of health care for an aging 
population. And those of us who care 
deeply about programs like Medicare 
must embrace the need for modest re-
forms, otherwise our retirement pro-
grams will crowd out the investments 
we need for our children and jeopardize 
the promise of a secure retirement for 
future generations. 

But we can’t ask senior citizens and 
working families to shoulder the entire 
burden of deficit reduction while ask-
ing nothing more from the wealthiest 
and the most powerful. We won’t grow 
the middle class simply by shifting the 
cost of health care or college onto fam-
ilies that are already struggling, or by 
forcing communities to lay off more 
teachers and more cops and more fire-
fighters. 

Most Americans—Democrats, Repub-
licans and Independents—understand 
that we can’t just cut our way to pros-
perity. They know that broad-based 
economic growth requires a balanced 
approach to deficit reduction, with 
spending cuts and revenue, and with 
everybody doing their fair share. And 
that’s the approach I offer tonight. 

On Medicare, I’m prepared to enact 
reforms that will achieve the same 
amount of health care savings by the 
beginning of the next decade as the re-
forms proposed by the bipartisan Simp-
son-Bowles commission. Already, the 
Affordable Care Act is helping to slow 
the growth of health care costs. And 
the reforms I’m proposing go even fur-
ther. 

We’ll reduce taxpayer subsidies to 
prescription drug companies and ask 
more from the wealthiest seniors. We’ll 
bring down costs by changing the way 
our government pays for Medicare, be-
cause our medical bills shouldn’t be 
based on the number of tests ordered or 
days spent in the hospital; they should 
be based on the quality of care that our 
seniors receive. 

And I am open to additional reforms 
from both parties, so long as they don’t 
violate the guarantee of a secure re-
tirement. Our government shouldn’t 
make promises we cannot keep, but we 
must keep the promises we’ve already 
made. 

To hit the rest of our deficit reduc-
tion target, we should do what leaders 
in both parties have already suggested 
and save hundreds of billions of dollars 
by getting rid of tax loopholes and de-
ductions for the well-off and the well- 
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connected. After all, why would we 
choose to make deeper cuts to edu-
cation and Medicare just to protect 
special interest tax breaks? How’s that 
fair? 

Why is it that deficit reduction is a 
big emergency, justifying making cuts 
in Social Security benefits but not 
closing some loopholes? How does that 
promote growth? 

Now is our best chance for bipar-
tisan, comprehensive tax reform that 
encourages job creation and helps bring 
down the deficit. We can get this done. 

The American people deserve a tax 
code that helps small businesses spend 
less time filling out complicated forms 
and more time expanding and hiring; a 
tax code that ensures billionaires with 
high-powered accountants can’t work 
the system and pay a lower rate than 
their hardworking secretaries; a tax 
code that lowers incentives to move 
jobs overseas and lowers tax rates for 
businesses and manufacturers that are 
creating jobs right here in the United 
States of America. That’s what tax re-
form can deliver. That’s what we can 
do together. 

I realize that tax reform and entitle-
ment reform will not be easy. The poli-
tics will be hard for both sides. None of 
us will get 100 percent of what we want. 
But the alternative will cost us jobs, 
hurt our economy, visit hardship on 
millions of hardworking Americans. So 
let’s set party interests aside and work 
to pass a budget that replaces reckless 
cuts with smart savings and wise in-
vestments in our future. And let’s do it 
without the brinksmanship that 
stresses consumers and scares off in-
vestors. 

The greatest Nation on Earth cannot 
keep conducting its business by drift-
ing from one manufactured crisis to 
the next. We can’t do it. Let’s agree 
right here, right now, to keep the peo-
ple’s government open and pay our 
bills on time, and always uphold the 
full faith and credit of the United 
States of America. The American peo-
ple have worked too hard for too long 
rebuilding from one crisis to see their 
elected officials cause another. 

Now, most of us agree that a plan to 
reduce the deficit must be part of our 
agenda. But let’s be clear: Deficit re-
duction alone is not an economic plan. 
A growing economy that creates good 
middle-class jobs—that must be the 
North Star that guides our efforts. 
Every day, we should ask ourselves 
three questions as a Nation: How do we 
attract more jobs to our shores? How 
do we equip our people with the skills 
they need to get those jobs? And how 
do we make sure that hard work leads 
to a decent living? 

A year and a half ago, I put forward 
an American Jobs Act that inde-
pendent economists said would create 
more than 1 million new jobs, and I 
thank the last Congress for passing 
some of that agenda. I urge this Con-
gress to pass the rest. Tonight, I’ll lay 
out additional proposals that are fully 
paid for and fully consistent with the 

budget framework both parties agreed 
to just 18 months ago. Let me repeat: 
Nothing I’m proposing tonight should 
increase our deficit by a single dime. 
It’s not a bigger government we need 
but a smarter government that sets 
priorities and invests in broad-based 
growth. That’s what we should be look-
ing for. 

Our first priority is making America 
a magnet for new jobs and manufac-
turing. After shedding jobs for more 
than 10 years, our manufacturers have 
added about 500,000 jobs over the past 
three. Caterpillar is bringing jobs back 
from Japan. Ford is bringing jobs back 
from Mexico. And this year, Apple will 
start making Macs in America again. 
There are things we can do right now 
to accelerate this trend. Last year, we 
created our first manufacturing inno-
vation institute in Youngstown, Ohio. 
A once-shuttered warehouse is now a 
state-of-the-art lab where new workers 
are mastering the 3–D printing that has 
the potential to revolutionize the way 
we make almost everything. There’s no 
reason this can’t happen in other 
towns. 

So, tonight, I’m announcing the 
launch of three more of these manufac-
turing hubs where businesses will part-
ner with the Departments of Defense 
and Energy to turn regions left behind 
by globalization into global centers of 
high-tech jobs. And I ask this Congress 
to help create a network of 15 of these 
hubs and guarantee that the next revo-
lution in manufacturing is made right 
here in America. We can get that done. 

Now, if we want to make the best 
products, we also have to invest in the 
best ideas. Every dollar we invested to 
map the human genome returned $140 
to our economy—every dollar. Today, 
our scientists are mapping the human 
brain to unlock the answers to Alz-
heimer’s. They’re developing drugs to 
regenerate damaged organs. Devising 
new materials to make batteries 10 
times more powerful. Now is not the 
time to gut these job-creating invest-
ments in science and innovation. Now 
is the time to reach a level of research 
and development not seen since the 
height of the space race. We need to 
make those investments. Today, no 
area holds more promise than our in-
vestments in American energy. 

After years of talking about it, we 
are finally poised to control our own 
energy future. We produce more oil at 
home than we have in 15 years. We 
have doubled the distance our cars will 
go on a gallon of gas and the amount of 
renewable energy we generate from 
sources like wind and solar—with tens 
of thousands of good American jobs to 
show for it. We produce more natural 
gas than ever before, and nearly every-
one’s energy bill is lower because of it. 
And over the last 4 years, our emis-
sions of the dangerous carbon pollution 
that threatens our planet have actu-
ally fallen. But for the sake of our chil-
dren and our future, we must do more 
to combat climate change. 

Now, it’s true that no single event 
makes a trend, but the fact is the 12 

hottest years on record have all come 
in the last 15. Heat waves, droughts, 
wildfires, floods—all are now more fre-
quent and more intense. We can choose 
to believe that Superstorm Sandy and 
the most severe drought in decades and 
the worst wildfires some States have 
ever seen were all just a freak coinci-
dence or we can choose to believe in 
the overwhelming judgment of 
science—and act before it’s too late. 

The good news is we can make mean-
ingful progress on this issue while driv-
ing strong economic growth. I urge this 
Congress to get together and pursue a 
bipartisan, market-based solution to 
climate change like the one JOHN 
MCCAIN and Joe Lieberman worked on 
together a few years ago. But if Con-
gress won’t act soon to protect future 
generations, I will. I will direct my 
Cabinet to come up with executive ac-
tions we can take now and in the fu-
ture to reduce pollution, prepare our 
communities for the consequences of 
climate change, and speed the transi-
tion to more sustainable sources of en-
ergy. 

Four years ago, other countries 
dominated the clean energy market 
and the jobs that came with it. We’ve 
begun to change that. Last year, wind 
energy added nearly half of all new 
power capacity in America, so let’s 
generate even more. Solar energy gets 
cheaper by the year. Let’s drive down 
costs even further. As long as countries 
like China keep going all-in on clean 
energy, so must we. 

In the meantime, the natural gas 
boom has led to cleaner power and 
greater energy independence. We need 
to encourage that, and that’s why my 
administration will keep cutting red 
tape and speeding up new oil and gas 
permits. That has got to be part of an 
all-of-the-above plan. But I also want 
to work with this Congress to encour-
age the research and technology that 
helps natural gas burn even cleaner 
and protects our air and our water. 

In fact, much of our newfound energy 
is drawn from lands and waters that 
we, the public, own together. So, to-
night, I propose we use some of our oil 
and gas revenues to fund an energy se-
curity trust that will drive new re-
search and technology to shift our cars 
and trucks off oil for good. If a non-
partisan coalition of CEOs and retired 
generals and admirals can get behind 
this idea, then so can we. Let’s take 
their advice and free our families and 
businesses from the painful spikes in 
gas prices we’ve put up with for far too 
long. 

I’m also issuing a new goal for Amer-
ica: Let’s cut in half the energy wasted 
by our homes and businesses over the 
next 20 years. We’ll work with the 
States to do it. Those States with the 
best ideas to create jobs and lower en-
ergy bills by constructing more effi-
cient buildings will receive Federal 
support to help make that happen. 

America’s energy sector is just one 
part of an aging infrastructure badly in 
need of repair. Ask any CEO where 
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they’d rather locate and hire: a coun-
try with deteriorating roads and 
bridges or one with high-speed rail and 
Internet, high-tech schools, self-heal-
ing power grids? The CEO of Siemens 
America, a company that brought hun-
dreds of new jobs to North Carolina, 
said that if we upgrade our infrastruc-
ture they’ll bring even more jobs, and 
that’s the attitude of a lot of compa-
nies all around the world. And I know 
you want these job-creating projects in 
your districts. I’ve seen all those rib-
bon-cuttings. 

So, tonight, I propose a ‘‘fix it first’’ 
program to put people to work as soon 
as possible on our most urgent repairs, 
like the nearly 70,000 structurally defi-
cient bridges across the country. And 
to make sure taxpayers don’t shoulder 
the whole burden, I’m also proposing a 
Partnership to Rebuild America that 
attracts private capital to upgrade 
what our businesses need most: modern 
ports to move our goods; modern pipe-
lines to withstand a storm; modern 
schools worthy of our children. Let’s 
prove there’s no better place to do 
business than here in the United States 
of America, and let’s start right away. 
We can get this done. 

Part of our rebuilding effort must 
also involve our housing sector. The 
good news is our housing market is fi-
nally healing from the collapse of 2007. 
Home prices are rising at the fastest 
pace in 6 years. Home purchases are up 
nearly 50 percent, and construction is 
expanding again. But even with mort-
gage rates near a 50-year low, too many 
families with solid credit who want to 
buy a home are being rejected. Too 
many families who never missed a pay-
ment and want to refinance are being 
told no. That’s holding our entire econ-
omy back, and we need to fix it. 

Right now, there is a bill in this Con-
gress that would give every responsible 
homeowner in America the chance to 
save $3,000 a year by refinancing at to-
day’s rates. Democrats and Repub-
licans have supported it before. So 
what are we waiting for? Take a vote, 
and send me that bill. Why would we be 
against that? Why would that be a par-
tisan issue, having folks refinance? 
Right now, overlapping regulations 
keep responsible young families from 
buying their first home. What’s holding 
us back? Let’s streamline the process 
and help our economy grow. 

These initiatives in manufacturing, 
energy, infrastructure, and housing, all 
these things will help entrepreneurs 
and small business owners expand and 
create new jobs, but none of it will 
matter unless we also equip our citi-
zens with the skills and training to fill 
those jobs. And that has to start at the 
earliest possible age. 

Study after study shows that the 
sooner a child begins learning, the bet-
ter he or she does down the road. But 
today, fewer than three in ten 4-year- 
olds are enrolled in a high-quality pre-
school program. Most middle class par-
ents can’t afford a few hundred bucks a 
week for a private preschool. And for 

poor kids who need help the most, this 
lack of access to preschool education 
can shatter them for the rest of their 
lives. 

Tonight, I propose working with 
States to make high-quality preschool 
available to every single child in Amer-
ica. That’s something we should be 
able to do. Every dollar we invest in 
high-quality early childhood education 
can save more than $7 later on by 
boosting graduation rates, reducing 
teen pregnancies, even reducing violent 
crime. 

In States that make it a priority to 
educate our youngest children, like 
Georgia or Oklahoma, studies show 
students grow up more likely to read 
and do math at grade level, graduate 
high school, hold a job, and form more 
stable families of their own. We know 
this works. So let’s do what works and 
make sure none of our children start 
the race of life already behind. Let’s 
give our kids that chance. 

Let’s also make sure that a high 
school diploma puts our kids on a path 
to a good job. Right now, countries like 
Germany focus on graduating their 
high school students with the equiva-
lent of a technical degree from one of 
our community colleges. So those Ger-
man kids, they’re ready for a job when 
they graduate high school; they’ve 
been trained for the jobs that are 
there. Now, at schools like P-Tech in 
Brooklyn, a collaboration between New 
York Public Schools and City Univer-
sity of New York and IBM, students 
will graduate with a high school di-
ploma and associate’s degree in com-
puters or engineering. We need to give 
every American student opportunities 
like this. 

Four years ago, we started Race to 
the Top—a competition that convinced 
almost every State to develop smarter 
curricula and higher standards, all for 
about 1 percent of what we spend on 
education each year. Tonight, I’m an-
nouncing a new challenge to redesign 
America’s high schools so they better 
equip graduates for the demands of a 
high-tech economy. We’ll reward 
schools that develop new partnerships 
with colleges and employers and create 
classes that focus on science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math—the 
skills today’s employers are looking 
for to fill jobs that are there right now 
and will be there in the future. 

Now, even with better high schools, 
most young people will need some 
higher education. It’s a simple fact: 
The more education you have, the 
more likely you are to have a good job 
and work your way into the middle 
class. But today, skyrocketing costs 
price too many young people out of a 
higher education or saddle them with 
unsustainable debt. 

Through tax credits, grants, and bet-
ter loans, we have made college more 
affordable for millions of students and 
families over the last few years. But 
taxpayers can’t keep on subsidizing 
higher and higher and higher costs for 
higher education. Colleges must do 

their part to keep costs down, and it’s 
our job to make sure that they do. 

So tonight, I ask Congress to change 
the Higher Education Act so that af-
fordability and value are included in 
determining which colleges receive cer-
tain types of Federal aid. And tomor-
row, my administration will release a 
new ‘‘College Scorecard’’ that parents 
and students can use to compare 
schools based on a simple criteria: 
where you can get the most bang for 
your educational buck. 

Now, to grow our middle class, our 
citizens have to have access to the edu-
cation and training that today’s jobs 
require. But we also have to make sure 
that America remains a place where 
everyone who’s willing to work hard 
has the chance to get ahead. 

Our economy is stronger when we 
harness the talents and ingenuity of 
striving, hopeful immigrants; and right 
now, leaders from the business, labor, 
law enforcement, and faith commu-
nities all agree that the time has come 
to pass comprehensive immigration re-
form. Now is the time to do it. Now is 
the time to get it done. Now is the 
time to get it done. 

Real reform means stronger border 
security. And we can build on the 
progress my administration has al-
ready made—putting more boots on the 
southern border than at any time in 
our history and reducing illegal cross-
ings to their lowest levels in 40 years. 

Real reform means establishing a re-
sponsible pathway to earned citizen-
ship—a path that includes passing a 
background check, paying taxes and a 
meaningful penalty, learning English, 
and going to the back of the line be-
hind the folks trying to come here le-
gally. And real reform means fixing the 
legal immigration system to cut wait-
ing periods and attract the highly 
skilled entrepreneurs and engineers 
that will help create jobs and grow our 
economy. 

In other words, we know what needs 
to be done. As we speak, bipartisan 
groups in both Chambers are working 
diligently to draft a bill, and I applaud 
their efforts. Now let’s get this done. 
Send me a comprehensive immigration 
reform bill in the next few months and 
I will sign it right away, and America 
will be better for it. Let’s get it done. 
Let’s get it done. 

But we can’t stop there. We know our 
economy is stronger when our wives, 
our mothers, and our daughters can 
live their lives free from discrimina-
tion in the workplace and free from the 
fear of domestic violence. Today, the 
Senate passed the Violence Against 
Women Act that JOE BIDEN originally 
wrote almost 20 years ago, and I now 
urge the House to do the same. And I 
ask this Congress to declare that 
women should earn a living equal to 
their efforts and finally pass the Pay-
check Fairness Act this year. 

We know our economy is stronger 
when we reward an honest day’s work 
with honest wages. But today, a full- 
time worker making the minimum 
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wage earns $14,500 a year. Even with 
the tax relief we’ve put in place, a fam-
ily with two kids that earns the min-
imum wage still lives below the pov-
erty line. That’s wrong. That’s why, 
since the last time this Congress raised 
the minimum wage, 19 States have cho-
sen to bump theirs even higher. 

Tonight, let’s declare that in the 
wealthiest Nation on Earth, no one 
who works full-time should have to live 
in poverty, and raise the Federal min-
imum wage to $9 an hour. We should be 
able to get that done. This single step 
would raise the incomes of millions of 
working families. It could mean the 
difference between groceries or the 
food bank, rent or eviction, scraping by 
or finally getting ahead. For businesses 
across the country, it would mean cus-
tomers with more money in their pock-
ets. And a whole lot of folks out there 
would probably need less help from 
government. In fact, working folks 
shouldn’t have to wait year after year 
for the minimum wage to go up while 
CEO pay has never been higher. So 
here’s an idea that Governor Romney 
and I actually agreed on last year: 
Let’s tie the minimum wage to the cost 
of living so that it finally becomes a 
wage you can live on. 

Tonight, let’s also recognize that 
there are communities in this country 
where, no matter how hard you work, 
it’s virtually impossible to get ahead: 
factory towns decimated from years of 
plants packing up; inescapable pockets 
of poverty, urban and rural, where 
young adults are still fighting for their 
first job. America is not a place where 
chance of birth or circumstance should 
decide our destiny, and that’s why we 
need to build new ladders of oppor-
tunity into the middle class for all who 
are willing to climb them. 

Let’s offer incentives to companies 
that hire Americans who’ve got what it 
takes to fill that job opening but who 
have been out of work for so long that 
no one will give them a chance any-
more. Let’s put people back to work re-
building vacant homes in run-down 
neighborhoods. And this year, my ad-
ministration will begin to partner with 
20 of the hardest-hit towns in America 
to get these communities back on their 
feet. Now, we’ll work with local leaders 
to target resources at public safety, 
education, and housing. We’ll give new 
tax credits to businesses that hire and 
invest, and we’ll work to strengthen 
families by removing the financial de-
terrents to marriage for low-income 
couples, and doing more to encourage 
fatherhood—because what makes you a 
man isn’t the ability to conceive a 
child, but having the courage to raise 
one. And we want to encourage that. 
We want to help that. 

Stronger families. Stronger commu-
nities. A stronger America. It is this 
kind of prosperity—broad, shared, and 
built on a thriving middle class—that 
has always been the source of our 
progress at home. It’s also the founda-
tion of our power and influence 
throughout the world. 

Tonight, we stand united in saluting 
the troops and civilians who sacrifice 
every day to protect us. Because of 
them, we can say with confidence that 
America will complete its mission in 
Afghanistan and achieve our objective 
of defeating the core of al Qaeda. Al-
ready, we’ve brought home 33,000 of our 
brave servicemen and -women. This 
spring, our forces will move into a sup-
port role, while Afghan security forces 
take the lead. Tonight, I can announce 
that over the next year, another 34,000 
American troops will come home from 
Afghanistan. This drawdown will con-
tinue, and by the end of next year, our 
war in Afghanistan will be over. 

Beyond 2014, America’s commitment 
to a unified and sovereign Afghanistan 
will endure, but the nature of our com-
mitment will change. We’re negoti-
ating an agreement with the Afghan 
Government that focuses on two mis-
sions: training and equipping Afghan 
forces so that the country does not 
again slip into chaos, and counterter-
rorism efforts that allow us to pursue 
the remnants of al Qaeda and their af-
filiates. 

Today, the organization that at-
tacked us on 9/11 is a shadow of its 
former self. It’s true that different al 
Qaeda affiliates and extremist groups 
have emerged—from the Arabian Pe-
ninsula to Africa. The threats these 
groups pose is evolving. But to meet 
this threat, we don’t need to send tens 
of thousands of our sons and daughters 
abroad or occupy other nations. In-
stead, we’ll need to help countries like 
Yemen, Libya, and Somalia provide for 
their own security, and help allies who 
take the fight to terrorists, as we have 
in Mali. And, where necessary, through 
a range of capabilities, we will con-
tinue to take direct action against 
those terrorists who pose the gravest 
threat to Americans. 

As we do, we must enlist our values 
in the fight. That’s why my adminis-
tration has worked tirelessly to forge a 
durable legal and policy framework to 
guide our counterterrorism operations. 
Throughout, we have kept Congress 
fully informed of our efforts. I recog-
nize that in our democracy, no one 
should just take my word for it that 
we’re doing things the right way. So, in 
the months ahead, I will continue to 
engage Congress to ensure not only 
that our targeting, detention, and pros-
ecution of terrorists remains con-
sistent with our laws and system of 
checks and balances, but that our ef-
forts are even more transparent to the 
American people and to the world. 

Of course, our challenges don’t end 
with al Qaeda. America will continue 
to lead the effort to prevent the spread 
of the world’s most dangerous weapons. 
The regime in North Korea must know 
they will only achieve security and 
prosperity by meeting their inter-
national obligations. Provocations of 
the sort we saw last night will only 
further isolate them, as we stand by 
our allies, strengthen our own missile 
defense, and lead the world in taking 

firm action in response to these 
threats. 

Likewise, the leaders of Iran must 
recognize that now is the time for a 
diplomatic solution, because a coali-
tion stands united in demanding that 
they meet their obligations, and we 
will do what is necessary to prevent 
them from getting a nuclear weapon. 
At the same time, we’ll engage Russia 
to seek further reductions in our nu-
clear arsenals, and continue leading 
the global effort to secure nuclear ma-
terials that could fall into the wrong 
hands—because our ability to influence 
others depends on our willingness to 
lead and meet our obligations. 

America must also face the rapidly 
growing threat from cyberattacks. 
Now, we know hackers steal people’s 
identities and infiltrate private emails. 
We know foreign countries and compa-
nies swipe our corporate secrets. Now 
our enemies are also seeking the abil-
ity to sabotage our power grid, our fi-
nancial institutions, our air traffic 
control systems. We cannot look back 
years from now and wonder why we did 
nothing in the face of real threats to 
our security and our economy. 

That’s why earlier today I signed a 
new executive order that will strength-
en our cyberdefenses by increasing in-
formation-sharing and developing 
standards to protect our national secu-
rity, our jobs, and our privacy. Now, 
Congress must act as well, by passing 
legislation to give our government a 
greater capacity to secure our net-
works and deter attacks. This is some-
thing we should be able to get done on 
a bipartisan basis. 

Even as we protect our people, we 
should remember that today’s world 
presents not just dangers, not just 
threats, but it presents opportunities. 
To boost American exports, support 
American jobs, and level the playing 
field in the growing markets of Asia, 
we intend to complete negotiations on 
a transpacific partnership. Tonight, 
I’m announcing that we will launch 
talks on a comprehensive transatlantic 
trade and investment partnership with 
the European Union because trade that 
is fair and free across the Atlantic sup-
ports millions of good-paying Amer-
ican jobs. 

We also know that progress in the 
most impoverished parts of our world 
enriches us all. Not only because it cre-
ates new markets, more stable order in 
certain regions of the world, but also 
because it’s the right thing to do. In 
many places, people live on little more 
than a dollar a day. So the United 
States will join with our allies to 
eradicate such extreme poverty in the 
next two decades by connecting more 
people through the global economy; by 
empowering women; by giving our 
young and brightest minds new oppor-
tunities to serve and helping commu-
nities to feed and power and educate 
themselves; by saving the world’s chil-
dren from preventible deaths; and by 
realizing the promise of an AIDS-free 
generation, which is within our reach. 
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You see, America must remain a bea-

con to all who seek freedom during this 
period of historic change. I saw the 
power of hope last year in Rangoon, in 
Burma, when Aung San Suu Kyi wel-
comed an American President into the 
home where she had been imprisoned 
for years; when thousands of Burmese 
lined the streets waving American 
flags, including a man who said, 
‘‘There is justice and law in the United 
States. I want our country to be like 
that.’’ 

In defense of freedom, we’ll remain 
the anchor of strong alliances from the 
Americas to Africa, from Europe to 
Asia. In the Middle East, we will stand 
with citizens as they demand their uni-
versal rights and support stable transi-
tions to democracy. We know the proc-
ess will be messy, and we cannot pre-
sume to dictate the course of change in 
countries like Egypt. But we can and 
will insist on respect for the funda-
mental rights of all people. We’ll keep 
the pressure on a Syrian regime that 
has murdered its own people and sup-
port opposition leaders that respect the 
rights of every Syrian. And we will 
stand steadfast with Israel in pursuit 
of security and a lasting peace. These 
are the messages I’ll deliver when I 
travel to the Middle East next month. 

All this work depends on the courage 
and sacrifice of those who serve in dan-
gerous places at great personal risk: 
our diplomats, our intelligence offi-
cers, and the men and women of the 
United States Armed Forces. As long 
as I’m Commander in Chief, we will do 
whatever we must to protect those who 
serve their country abroad, and we will 
maintain the best military the world 
has ever known. We’ll invest in new ca-
pabilities, even as we reduce waste and 
wartime spending. We will ensure equal 
treatment for all servicemembers and 
equal benefits for their families, gay 
and straight. We will draw upon the 
courage and skills of our sisters, 
daughters, and moms, because women 
have proven under fire that they are 
ready for combat. We will keep faith 
with our veterans, investing in world- 
class care, including mental health 
care, for our wounded warriors; sup-
porting our military families; and giv-
ing our veterans the benefits, edu-
cation, and job opportunities that they 
have earned. And I want to thank my 
wife Michelle and Dr. Jill Biden for 
their continued dedication to serving 
our military families as well as they 
have served us. Thank you, honey. 
Thank you, Jill. 

Defending our freedom, though, is 
not just the job of our military alone. 
We must all do our part to make sure 
our God-given rights are protected here 
at home. That includes one of the most 
fundamental rights of a democracy: the 
right to vote. When any Americans—no 
matter where they live or what their 
party—are denied that right because 
they can’t afford to wait for 5, 6, or 7 
hours just to cast their ballot, we are 
betraying our ideals. So tonight I’m 
announcing a nonpartisan commission 

to improve the voting experience in 
America, and it definitely needs im-
provement. I’m asking two longtime 
experts in the field, who by the way re-
cently served as the top attorneys for 
my campaign and for Governor Rom-
ney’s campaign, to lead it. We can fix 
this, and we will. The American people 
demand it, and so does our democracy. 

Of course, what I’ve said tonight 
matters little if we don’t come to-
gether to protect our most precious re-
source, our children. 

It has been 2 months since Newtown. 
I know this is not the first time this 
country has debated how to reduce gun 
violence. But this time is different. 
Overwhelming majorities of Ameri-
cans, Americans who believe in the 
Second Amendment, have come to-
gether around commonsense reform, 
like background checks, that will 
make it harder for criminals to get 
their hands on a gun. Senators of both 
parties are working together on tough 
new laws to prevent anyone from buy-
ing guns for resale to criminals. Police 
chiefs are asking for our help to get 
weapons of war and massive ammuni-
tion magazines off our streets because 
these police chiefs, they’re tired of see-
ing their guys and gals being 
outgunned. 

Each of these proposals deserves a 
vote in Congress. If you want to vote 
‘‘no,’’ that’s your choice. But these 
proposals deserve a vote. Because in 
the 2 months since Newtown, more 
than 1,000 birthdays, graduations, and 
anniversaries have been stolen from 
our lives by a bullet from a gun. More 
than 1,000. 

One of those we lost was a young girl 
named Hadiya Pendleton. She was 15 
years old. She loved Fig Newtons and 
lip gloss. She was a majorette. She was 
so good to her friends, they all thought 
they were her best friend. Just 3 weeks 
ago, she was here, in Washington, with 
her classmates, performing for her 
country at my inauguration—and, a 
week later, she was shot and killed in 
a Chicago park after school, just a mile 
away from my house. 

Hadiya’s parents, Nate and Cleo, are 
in this Chamber tonight along with 
more than two dozen Americans whose 
lives have been torn apart by gun vio-
lence. They deserve a vote. 

Gabby Giffords deserves a vote. 
The families of Newtown deserve a 

vote. 
The families of Aurora deserve a 

vote. 
The families of Oak Creek and Tuc-

son and Blacksburg and the countless 
other communities ripped open by gun 
violence—they deserve a simple vote. 

They deserve a simple vote. 
Our actions will not prevent every 

senseless act of violence in this coun-
try. In fact, no laws, no initiatives, no 
administrative acts will perfectly solve 
all of the challenges I’ve outlined to-
night. But we were never sent here to 
be perfect. We were sent here to make 
what difference we can—to secure this 
Nation, expand opportunity, uphold 

our ideals through the hard, often frus-
trating, but absolutely necessary work 
of self-government. 

We were sent here to look out for our 
fellow Americans the same way they 
look out for one another every single 
day, usually without fanfare, all across 
this country. We should follow their 
example. 

We should follow the example of a 
New York City nurse named Menchu 
Sanchez. When Hurricane Sandy 
plunged her hospital into darkness, she 
wasn’t thinking about how her own 
home was faring. Her mind was on the 
20 precious newborns in her care and 
the rescue plan she devised that kept 
them all safe. 

We should follow the example of a 
north Miami woman named Desiline 
Victor. When Desiline arrived at her 
polling place, she was told the wait to 
vote might be 6 hours. As time ticked 
by, her concern was not with her tired 
body or aching feet, but whether folks 
like her would get to have their say. 
Hour after hour, a throng of people 
stayed in line to support her—because 
Desiline is 102 years old—and they 
erupted in cheers when she finally put 
on a sticker that read, ‘‘I voted.’’ 

We should follow the example of a po-
lice officer named Brian Murphy. When 
a gunman opened fire on a Sikh temple 
in Wisconsin and Brian was the first to 
arrive, he did not consider his own 
safety. He fought back until help ar-
rived, and ordered his fellow officers to 
protect the safety of the fellow Ameri-
cans worshipping inside—even as he lay 
bleeding from 12 bullet wounds. 

And when asked how he did that, 
Brian said, ‘‘That’s just the way we’re 
made.’’ 

That’s just the way we’re made. 
We may do different jobs and wear 

different uniforms and hold different 
views than the person beside us, but as 
Americans, we all share the same 
proud title: We are citizens. 

It’s a word that doesn’t just describe 
our nationality or our legal status. It 
describes the way we’re made. It de-
scribes what we believe. It captures the 
enduring idea that this country only 
works when we accept certain obliga-
tions to one another and to future gen-
erations; that our rights are wrapped 
up in the rights of others; and that well 
into our third century as a Nation, it 
remains the task of us all, as citizens 
of these United States, to be the au-
thors of the next great chapter of our 
American story. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God 
bless the United States of America. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 10 o’clock and 17 minutes p.m., 

the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort, 
retired from the Hall of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the 
Chamber in the following order: 

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
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the Supreme Court; the Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares 
the joint session of the two Houses now 
dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 24 
minutes p.m., the joint session of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE 
STATE OF THE UNION 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the message of the President be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union and or-
dered printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 12, 2013. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 12, 2013 at 4:27 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 47. 
Appointments: 
Commission on Long-Term Care. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE 
RULES 

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 
THE WORKFORCE FOR THE 113TH CONGRESS 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I submit for publi-
cation the attached copy of the rules of the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce 
for the U.S. House of Rerpresentatives for the 
113th Congress: 
RULE 1. REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL MEETINGS 
(a) Regular meetings of the Committee 

shall be held on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 10:00 a.m., while the House is 
in session. The Committee shall meet for the 
consideration of a bill or resolution pending 
before the Committee or the transaction of 
other committee business on regular meet-
ing days fixed by the Committee if notice is 
given in accordance with paragraph (g)(3) of 
Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(b) The Chair may call and convene, as he 
or she considers necessary, additional meet-
ings of the Committee for the consideration 
of any bill or resolution pending before the 
Committee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business. 

(c) If at least three members of the Com-
mittee desire that a special meeting of the 
Committee be called by the Chair, those 
members may file in the offices of the Com-

mittee their written request to the Chair for 
that special meeting. Immediately upon the 
filing of the request, the staff director of the 
Committee shall notify the Chair of the fil-
ing of the request. If, within three calendar 
days after the filing of the request, the Chair 
does not call the requested special meeting 
to be held within seven calendar days after 
the filing of the request, a majority of the 
members of the Committee may file in the 
offices of the Committee their written notice 
that a special meeting of the Committee will 
be held, specifying the date and hour thereof, 
and the measure or matter to be considered 
at that special meeting. Immediately upon 
the filing of the notice, the staff director of 
the Committee shall notify all members of 
the Committee that such meeting will be 
held and inform them of its date and hour 
and the measure or matter to be considered. 
Such notice shall also be made publicly 
available in electronic form and shall satisfy 
the notice requirements in clause (g)(3)(A)(ii) 
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The Committee shall meet on 
that date and hour and only the measure or 
matter specified in that notice may be con-
sidered at that special meeting. 

(d) Legislative meetings of the Committee 
and its subcommittees shall be open to the 
public, including radio, television, and still 
photography coverage, unless such meetings 
are closed pursuant to the requirements of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives. 
No business meeting of the Committee, other 
than regularly scheduled meetings, may be 
held without each member being given rea-
sonable notice. 

(e) The Chair of the Committee or of a sub-
committee, as appropriate, shall preside at 
meetings or hearings. In the absence of the 
Chair of the Committee or of a sub-
committee, members shall preside as pro-
vided in clause 2(d) of Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives. No person 
other than a Member of Congress or Congres-
sional staff may walk in, stand in, or be seat-
ed at the rostrum area during a meeting or 
hearing of the Committee or subcommittee 
unless authorized by the Chair. 

RULE 2. STANDING SUBCOMMITTEES AND JURISDICTION 
(a) There shall be four standing sub-

committees. In addition to conducting over-
sight in the area of their respective jurisdic-
tions as required in clause 2 of Rule X of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, each 
subcommittee shall have the following juris-
diction: 

Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elemen-
tary, and Secondary Education.—Education 
from early learning through the high school 
level including, but not limited to, elemen-
tary and secondary education, special edu-
cation, homeless education, and migrant 
education; overseas dependent schools; ca-
reer and technical education; school safety 
and alcohol and drug abuse prevention; 
school lunch and child nutrition programs; 
educational research and improvement in-
cluding the Institute of Education Sciences; 
environmental education; pre-service and in- 
service teacher professional development in-
cluding Title II of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act and Title II of the 
Higher Education Act; early care and edu-
cation programs including the Head Start 
Act and the Child Care and Development 
Block Grant Act; adolescent development 
and training programs including, but not 
limited to, those providing for the care and 
treatment of certain at-risk youth including 
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Act and the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act; and all matters dealing with 
child abuse and domestic violence including 
the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment 
Act and child adoption. 

Subcommittee on Higher Education and Work-
force Training.—Education and training be-
yond the high school level including, but not 
limited to, higher education generally, post-
secondary student assistance and employ-
ment services, and the Higher Education 
Act; Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972; all domestic volunteer programs; all 
programs related to the arts and humanities, 
museum and library services, and arts and 
artifacts indemnity; postsecondary career 
and technical education, apprenticeship pro-
grams, and job training including the Work-
force Investment Act, vocational rehabilita-
tion, and training programs from immigra-
tion funding; science and technology pro-
grams; adult basic education (family lit-
eracy); all welfare reform programs includ-
ing work incentive programs and welfare-to- 
work requirements; poverty programs in-
cluding the Community Services Block 
Grant Act and the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP); the Native 
American Programs Act; the Institute of 
Peace; and all matters dealing with pro-
grams and services for the elderly including 
nutrition programs and the Older Americans 
Act. 

Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.— 
Wages and hours of workers including, but 
not limited to, the Davis-Bacon Act, the 
Walsh-Healey Act, the Service Contract Act, 
and the Fair Labor Standards Act; workers’ 
compensation including the Federal Employ-
ees’ Compensation Act, the Longshore and 
Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act, and the 
Black Lung Benefits Act; the Migrant and 
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection 
Act; the Family and Medical Leave Act; the 
Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notifica-
tion Act; the Employee Polygraph Protec-
tion Act of 1988; trade and immigration 
issues as they impact employers and work-
ers; workers’ safety and health including, 
but not limited to, occupational safety and 
health, mine safety and health, and migrant 
and agricultural worker safety and health; 
and all matters related to equal employment 
opportunity and civil rights in employment. 

Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, 
and Pensions.—All matters dealing with rela-
tionships between employers and employees 
including, but not limited to, the National 
Labor Relations Act, the Labor-Management 
Relations Act, and the Labor-Management 
Reporting and Disclosure Act; the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics; and employment-related 
health and retirement security including 
pension, health, and other employee benefits 
and the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act (ERISA). 

(b) The majority party members of the 
Committee may provide for such temporary, 
ad hoc subcommittees as determined to be 
appropriate. 

RULE 3. EX OFFICIO MEMBERSHIP 
The Chair of the Committee and the rank-

ing minority party member shall be ex offi-
cio members, but not voting members, of 
each subcommittee to which such Chair or 
ranking minority party member has not 
been assigned. 

RULE 4. SUBCOMMITTEE SCHEDULING 
(a) Subcommittee chair shall set meeting 

or hearing dates after consultation with the 
Chair and other subcommittee chair with a 
view toward avoiding simultaneous sched-
uling of Committee and subcommittee meet-
ings or hearings, wherever possible. No such 
meetings or hearings, however, shall be held 
outside of Washington, D.C., or during a re-
cess or adjournment of the House of Rep-
resentatives without the prior authorization 
of the Committee Chair. Where practicable, 
14 days’ notice will be given of such meeting 
or hearing. 

(b) Available dates for subcommittee meet-
ings during the session shall be assigned by 
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the Chair to the subcommittees as nearly as 
practicable in rotation and in accordance 
with their workloads. As far as practicable, 
the Chair shall not schedule simultaneous 
subcommittee markups, a subcommittee 
markup during a full Committee markup, or 
any hearing during a markup. 

RULE 5. SUBCOMMITTEE RULES 
The rules of the Committee shall be the 

rules of its subcommittees. 
RULE 6. SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT OF MEMBERS 

To facilitate the oversight and other legis-
lative and investigative activities of the 
Committee, the Chair of the Committee 
may, at the request of a subcommittee chair, 
make a temporary assignment of any mem-
ber of the Committee to such subcommittee 
for the purpose of constituting a quorum and 
of enabling such member to participate in 
any public hearing, investigation, or study 
by such subcommittee to be held outside of 
Washington, D.C. Any member of the Com-
mittee may attend public hearings of any 
subcommittee and any member of the Com-
mittee may question witnesses only when 
they have been recognized by the Chair for 
that purpose. 

RULE 7. HEARING PROCEDURE 
(a) The Chair, in the case of hearings to be 

conducted by the Committee, and the appro-
priate subcommittee chair, in the case of 
hearings to be conducted by a subcommittee, 
shall make public announcement of the date, 
place, and subject matter of any hearing to 
be conducted on any measure or matter at 
least one week before the commencement of 
that hearing unless the Chair of the Com-
mittee, with the concurrence of the ranking 
minority member, determines that there is 
good cause to begin such hearing at an ear-
lier date or the Committee so determines by 
majority vote in the presence of the number 
of members required under the rules of the 
Committee for the transaction of business. 
In the latter event, the Chair or the sub-
committee chair, as the case may be, shall 
have such an announcement promptly pub-
lished in the Daily Digest and made publicly 
available in electronic form. To the extent 
practicable, the Chair or the subcommittee 
chair shall make public announcement of the 
final list of witnesses scheduled to testify at 
least 48 hours before the commencement of 
the hearing. The staff director of the Com-
mittee shall promptly notify the Daily Di-
gest Clerk of the Congressional Record as 
soon as practicable after such public an-
nouncement is made. 

(b) Subcommittees are authorized to hold 
hearings, receive exhibits, hear witnesses, 
and report to the Committee for final action, 
together with such recommendations as may 
be agreed upon by the subcommittee. 

(c) All opening statements at hearings con-
ducted by the Committee or any sub-
committee will be made part of the perma-
nent written record. Opening statements by 
members may not be presented orally, unless 
the Chair of the Committee or any sub-
committee determines that one statement 
from the Chair or a designee will be pre-
sented, in which case the ranking minority 
party member or a designee may also make 
a statement. If a witness scheduled to testify 
at any hearing of the Committee or any sub-
committee is a constituent of a member of 
the Committee or subcommittee, such mem-
ber shall be entitled to briefly introduce 
such witness at the hearing. 

(d) To the extent practicable, witnesses 
who are to appear before the Committee or a 
subcommittee shall file with the staff direc-
tor of the Committee, at least 48 hours in ad-
vance of their appearance, a written state-
ment of their proposed testimony, together 
with a brief summary thereof, and shall 

limit their oral presentation to a summary 
thereof. The staff director of the Committee 
shall promptly furnish to the staff director 
of the minority a copy of such testimony 
submitted to the Committee pursuant to this 
rule. 

(e) When any hearing is conducted by the 
Committee or any subcommittee upon any 
measure or matter, the minority party mem-
bers on the Committee shall be entitled, 
upon request to the Chair by a majority of 
those minority party members before the 
completion of such hearing, to call witnesses 
selected by the minority to testify with re-
spect to that measure or matter during at 
least one day of hearing thereon. The minor-
ity party may waive this right by calling at 
least one witness during a Committee hear-
ing or subcommittee hearing. 

(f) In the conduct of hearings of sub-
committees sitting jointly, the rules other-
wise applicable to all subcommittees shall 
likewise apply to joint subcommittee hear-
ings for purposes of such shared consider-
ation. 

RULE 8. QUESTIONING OF HEARING WITNESSES 
(a) Subject to clauses (b), (c), and (d), a 

Committee member may question hearing 
witnesses only when the member has been 
recognized by the Chair for that purpose, and 
only for a 5–minute period until all members 
present have had an opportunity to question 
a witness. The questioning of witnesses in 
both Committee and subcommittee hearings 
shall be initiated by the Chair, followed by 
the ranking minority party member and all 
other members alternating between the ma-
jority and minority party. The Chair shall 
exercise discretion in determining the order 
in which members will be recognized. In rec-
ognizing members to question witnesses in 
this fashion, the Chair shall take into con-
sideration the ratio of the majority to mi-
nority party members present and shall es-
tablish the order of recognition for ques-
tioning in such a manner as not to place the 
members of the majority party in a disad-
vantageous position. 

(b) The Chair may permit a specified num-
ber of members to question a witness for 
longer than five minutes. The time for ex-
tended questioning of a witness under this 
clause shall be equal for the majority party 
and the minority party and may not exceed 
one hour in the aggregate. 

(c) The Chair may permit Committee staff 
for the majority and the minority party 
members to question a witness for equal 
specified periods. The time for extended 
questioning of a witness under this clause 
shall be equal for the majority party and the 
minority party and may not exceed one hour 
in the aggregate. 

(d) In an investigative hearing or in an ex-
ecutive session, the Chair’s authority to ex-
tend questioning under subsection (b) and (c) 
of this rule shall be equal for the majority 
and the minority party and may not exceed 
one hour in the aggregate, and shall only be 
conducted by counsel for the majority and 
the minority party when authorized under 
subsection (c) of this rule. 

RULE 9. SUBPOENA AUTHORITY 
The power to authorize and issue sub-

poenas is delegated to the Chair of the full 
Committee, as provided for under clause 
2(m)(3)(A)(i) of Rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. The Chair shall 
notify the ranking minority member prior to 
issuing any subpoena under such authority. 
To the extent practicable, the Chair shall 
consult with the ranking minority member 
at least 24 hours in advance of a subpoena 
being issued under such authority, excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, and federal holidays. As 
soon as practicable after issuing any sub-
poena under such authority, the Chair shall 

notify in writing all members of the Com-
mittee of the issuance of the subpoena. 

RULE 10. DEPOSITION PROCEDURE 
(a) In accordance with the Committee re-

ceiving authorization by the House of Rep-
resentatives for the taking of depositions in 
furtherance of a Committee investigation, 
the Chair, upon consultation with the rank-
ing minority member, may order the taking 
of depositions pursuant to notice or sub-
poena as contemplated by this rule. 

(b) The Chair or majority staff shall con-
sult with the ranking minority member or 
minority staff no less than three business 
days before any notice or subpoena for a dep-
osition is issued. After such consultation, all 
members shall receive written notice that a 
notice or subpoena for a deposition will be 
issued. 

(c) A notice or subpoena issued under this 
rule shall specify the date, time, and place of 
the deposition and the method or methods by 
which the deposition will be recorded. Prior 
to testifying, a deponent shall be provided 
with a copy of the Committee’s rules, the 
House Resolution authorizing the taking of 
the deposition, and Rule X of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives. 

(d)(1) A deposition shall be conducted by 
one or more members or Committee counsel 
as designated by the Chair or ranking minor-
ity member. 

(2) A deposition shall be taken under oath 
or affirmation administered by a member or 
a person otherwise authorized to administer 
oaths and affirmations. 

(3) A deposition shall be, unless waived by 
the deponent, attended by a member of the 
Committee. 

(e) A deponent may be accompanied at a 
deposition by counsel to advise the deponent 
of the deponent’s rights. Only members and 
Committee counsel, however, may examine 
the deponent. No one may be present at a 
deposition other than members, Committee 
staff designated by the Chair or ranking mi-
nority member, such individuals as may be 
required to administer the oath or affirma-
tion and transcribe or record the pro-
ceedings, the deponent, and the deponent’s 
counsel (including personal counsel and 
counsel for the entity employing the depo-
nent if the scope of the deposition is ex-
pected to cover actions taken as part of the 
deponent’s employment). Observers or coun-
sel for other persons or entities may not at-
tend. 

(f)(1) Unless the majority, minority, and 
deponent agree otherwise, questions in a dep-
osition shall be propounded in rounds, alter-
nating between the majority and minority. A 
single round shall not exceed 60 minutes per 
side, unless the members or counsel con-
ducting the deposition agree to a different 
length of questioning. In each round, a mem-
ber or Committee counsel designated by the 
Chair shall ask questions first, and the mem-
ber or Committee counsel designated by the 
ranking minority member shall ask ques-
tions second. 

(2) Any objection made during a deposition 
must be stated concisely and in a non-argu-
mentative and non-suggestive manner. Depo-
nent may refuse to answer a question only to 
preserve a privilege. When the deponent has 
objected and refused to answer a question to 
preserve a privilege, the Chair may rule on 
any such objection after the deposition has 
adjourned. If the Chair overrules any such 
objection and thereby orders a deponent to 
answer any question to which a privilege ob-
jection was lodged, such ruling shall be filed 
with the clerk of the Committee and shall be 
provided to members and the deponent no 
less than three days before the ruling is en-
forced at a reconvened deposition. If a mem-
ber of the Committee appeals in writing the 
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ruling of the Chair, the appeal shall be pre-
served for Committee consideration. A depo-
nent who refuses to answer a question after 
being directed to answer by the Chair in 
writing may be subject to sanction, except 
that no sanctions may be imposed if the rul-
ing of the Chair is reversed on appeal. In all 
cases, when deposition testimony for which 
an objection has been made is offered for ad-
mission in evidence before the Committee, 
all properly lodged objections then made 
shall be timely and shall be considered by 
the Committee prior to admission in evi-
dence before the Committee. 

(g) Deposition testimony shall be tran-
scribed by stenographic means and may also 
be video recorded. The clerk of the Com-
mittee shall receive the transcript and any 
video recording and promptly forward such 
to minority staff at the same time the clerk 
distributes such to other majority staff. 

(h) The individual administering the oath 
shall certify on the transcript that the depo-
nent was duly sworn. The transcriber shall 
certify that the transcript is a true, ver-
batim record of the testimony, and the tran-
script and any exhibits shall be filed, as shall 
any video recording, with the clerk of the 
Committee. In no case shall any video re-
cording be considered the official transcript 
of a deposition or otherwise supersede the 
certified written transcript. 

(i) After receiving the transcript, majority 
staff shall make available the transcript for 
review by the deponent or deponent’s coun-
sel. No later than ten business days there-
after, the deponent may submit suggested 
changes to the Chair. Committee majority 
staff may direct the clerk of the Committee 
to note any typographical errors, including 
any requested by the deponent or minority 
staff, via an errata sheet appended to the 
transcript. Any proposed substantive 
changes, modifications, clarifications, or 
amendments to the deposition testimony 
must be submitted by the deponent as an af-
fidavit that includes the deponent’s reasons 
therefor. Any substantive changes, modifica-
tions, clarifications, or amendments shall be 
included as an appendix to the transcript, a 
copy of which shall be promptly forwarded to 
minority staff. 

(j) The Chair and ranking minority mem-
ber shall consult regarding the release of 
deposition transcript or electronic record-
ings. If either objects in writing to a pro-
posed release of a deposition transcript or 
electronic recording or a portion thereof, the 
matter shall be promptly referred to the 
Committee for resolution. 

RULE 11. QUORUMS 
One-third of the members of the Com-

mittee or subcommittee shall constitute a 
quorum for taking any action other than 
amending Committee rules, closing a meet-
ing from the public, reporting a measure or 
recommendation, or in the case of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee authorizing a sub-
poena. For the enumerated actions, a major-
ity of the Committee or subcommittee shall 
constitute a quorum. Any two members shall 
constitute a quorum for the purpose of tak-
ing testimony and receiving evidence. 

RULE 12. REFERRAL OF BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, 
AND OTHER MATTERS 

(a) The Chair shall consult with sub-
committee chair regarding referral to the 
appropriate subcommittees of such bills, res-
olutions, and other matters that have been 
referred to the Committee. Once copies of a 
bill, resolution, or other matter are avail-
able to the Committee, the Chair shall, with-
in three weeks of such availability, provide 
notice of referral, if any, to the appropriate 
subcommittee. 

(b) Referral to a subcommittee shall not be 
made until three days have elapsed after 

written notification of such proposed referral 
to all subcommittee chairs, at which time 
such proposed referral shall be made unless 
one or more subcommittee chair shall have 
given written notice to the Chair of the full 
Committee and to the chair of each sub-
committee that he or she intends to question 
such proposed referral at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Committee, or at a 
special meeting of the Committee called for 
that purpose, at which time referral shall be 
made by the majority members of the Com-
mittee. All bills shall be referred under this 
rule to the subcommittee of proper jurisdic-
tion without regard to whether the author is 
or is not a member of the subcommittee. 
Upon a majority vote of the Committee, a 
bill, resolution, or other matter referred to a 
subcommittee in accordance with this rule 
may be recalled at any time for the Commit-
tee’s direct consideration or for reference to 
another subcommittee. 

(c) The Chair shall announce the date, 
place, and subject matter of a Committee 
meeting, which may not commence earlier 
than the third day on which members have 
notice thereof; but this requirement may be 
waived if the Chair of the Committee, with 
the concurrence of the ranking minority 
member, determines that there is good cause 
or the Committee so determines by majority 
vote in the presence of the number of mem-
bers required under the rules of the Com-
mittee for the transaction of such business. 

(d) When a bill or resolution is being con-
sidered by the Committee or a sub-
committee, members shall provide the clerk 
in a timely manner a sufficient number of 
written copies of any amendment offered, so 
as to enable each member present to receive 
a copy thereof prior to taking action. A 
point of order may be made against any 
amendment not reduced to writing. A copy 
of each such amendment shall be maintained 
in the public records of the Committee or 
subcommittee, as the case may be. 

(e) In determining the order in which 
amendments to a matter pending before the 
Committee or a subcommittee will be con-
sidered, the Chair may give priority to: 

(1) The Chair’s mark, and 
(2) Amendments, otherwise in order, that 

have been filed with the Committee at least 
24 hours prior to the Committee or sub-
committee business meeting on said measure 
or matter. 

RULE 13. VOTES 
(a) With respect to each roll call vote on a 

motion to report any bill, resolution, or mat-
ter of a public character, and on any amend-
ment offered thereto, the total number of 
votes cast for and against, and the names of 
those members voting for and against, shall 
be included in the Committee report on the 
measure or matter. 

(b) In accordance with clause 2(h) of Rule 
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the Chair of the Committee or a sub-
committee is authorized to postpone further 
proceedings when a record vote is ordered on 
the question of approving a measure or mat-
ter or on adopting an amendment. Such 
Chair may resume proceedings on a post-
poned request at any time after reasonable 
notice. When proceedings resume on a post-
poned question, notwithstanding any inter-
vening order for the previous question, an 
underlying proposition shall remain subject 
to further debate or amendment to the same 
extent as when the question was postponed. 

RULE 14. RECORDS AND ROLLCALLS 
(a) Written records shall be kept of the 

proceedings of the Committee and of each 
subcommittee, including a record of the 
votes on any question on which a roll call is 
demanded. The result of each such roll call 
vote shall be made available by the Com-

mittee or subcommittee for inspection by 
the public at reasonable times in the offices 
of the Committee or subcommittee and shall 
be made available on the Committee’s 
website within 48 hours of such record vote. 
Information so available for public inspec-
tion and on the Committee’s website shall 
include a description of the amendment, mo-
tion, order, or other proposition; the name of 
each member voting for and each member 
voting against such amendment, motion, 
order, or proposition; and the names of those 
members present but not voting. The text of 
an amendment offered to a measure or mat-
ter considered in Committee shall be made 
publicly available in electronic form not 
later than 24 hours after its final disposition 
in Committee. A record vote may be de-
manded by one-fifth of the members present 
or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by 
any one member. 

(b) In accordance with Rule VII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, any 
official permanent record of the Committee 
(including any record of a legislative, over-
sight, or other activity of the Committee or 
any subcommittee) shall be made available 
for public use if such record has been in ex-
istence for 30 years, except that—— 

(1) any record that the Committee (or a 
subcommittee) makes available for public 
use before such record is delivered to the Ar-
chivist under clause 2 of Rule VII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives shall 
be made available immediately, including 
any record described in subsection (a) of this 
Rule; 

(2) any investigative record that contains 
personal data relating to a specific living in-
dividual (the disclosure of which would be an 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy), 
any administrative record with respect to 
personnel, and any record with respect to a 
hearing closed pursuant to clause 2(g)(2) of 
Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall be available if such record 
has been in existence for 50 years; or 

(3) except as otherwise provided by order of 
the House of Representatives, any record of 
the Committee for which a time, schedule, or 
condition for availability is specified by 
order of the Committee (entered during the 
Congress in which the record is made or ac-
quired by the Committee) shall be made 
available in accordance with the order of the 
Committee. 

(c) The official permanent records of the 
Committee include noncurrent records of the 
Committee (including subcommittees) deliv-
ered by the Clerk of the House of Represent-
atives to the Archivist of the United States 
for preservation at the National Archives 
and Records Administration, which are the 
property of and remain subject to the rules 
and orders of the House of Representatives. 

(d)(1) Any order of the Committee with re-
spect to any matter described in paragraph 
(2) of this subsection shall be adopted only if 
the notice requirements of Committee Rule 
12(c) have been met, a quorum consisting of 
a majority of the members of the Committee 
is present at the time of the vote, and a ma-
jority of those present and voting approve 
the adoption of the order, which shall be sub-
mitted to the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives, together with any accom-
panying report. 

(2) This subsection applies to any order of 
the Committee which—— 

(A) provides for the non-availability of any 
record subject to subsection (b) of this rule 
for a period longer than the period otherwise 
applicable; or 

(B) is subsequent to, and constitutes a 
later order under clause 4(b) of Rule VII of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
regarding a determination of the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives with respect to au-
thorizing the Archivist of the United States 
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to make available for public use the records 
delivered to the Archivist under clause 2 of 
Rule VII of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives; or 

(C) specifies a time, schedule, or condition 
for availability pursuant to subsection (b)(3) 
of this Rule. 

RULE 15. REPORTS 
(a) Reports of the Committee. All Com-

mittee reports on bills or resolutions shall 
comply with the provisions of clause 2 of 
Rule XI and clauses 2, 3, and 4 of Rule XIII 
of the Rules of the House of Representatives. 

(1) No such report shall be filed until cop-
ies of the proposed report have been avail-
able to all members at least 36 hours prior to 
such filing in the House of Representatives. 
No material change shall be made in the re-
port distributed to members unless agreed to 
by the ranking minority member; but any 
member or members of the Committee may 
file, as part of the printed report, individual, 
minority, or dissenting views, without re-
gard to the preceding provisions of this rule. 

(2) Such 36-hour period shall not conclude 
earlier than the end of the period provided 
under clause 4 of Rule XIII of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives after the Com-
mittee approves a measure or matter if a 
member, at the time of such approval, gives 
notice of intention to file supplemental, mi-
nority, or additional views for inclusion as 
part of the printed report. 

(3) To the extent practicable, any report 
prepared pursuant to a Committee or sub-
committee study or investigation shall be 
available to members no later than 48 hours 
prior to consideration of any such report by 
the Committee or subcommittee, as the case 
may be. 

(b) Disclaimers. 
(1) A report on activities of the Committee 

required under clause 1 of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives shall 
include the following disclaimer in the docu-
ment transmitting the report to the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives: 

This report has not been officially adopted 
by the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce or any subcommittee thereof and 
therefore may not necessarily reflect the 
views of its members. 

Such disclaimer need not be included if the 
report was circulated to all members of the 
Committee at least 7 days prior to its sub-
mission to the House of Representatives and 
provision is made for the filing by any mem-
ber, as part of the printed report, of indi-
vidual, minority, or dissenting views. 

(2) All Committee or subcommittee reports 
printed pursuant to legislative study or in-
vestigation and not approved by a majority 
vote of the Committee or subcommittee, as 
appropriate, shall contain the following dis-
claimer on the cover of such report: 

This report has not been officially adopted 
by the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce (or pertinent subcommittee there-
of) and therefore may not necessarily reflect 
the views of its members. 

The minority party members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall have three cal-
endar days, excluding weekends and holi-
days, to file, as part of the printed report, 
supplemental, minority, or additional views. 

(c) Reports of Subcommittees. Whenever a 
subcommittee has ordered a bill, resolution, 
or other matter to be reported to the Com-
mittee, the chair of the subcommittee re-
porting the bill, resolution, or matter to the 
Committee, or any member authorized by 
the subcommittee to do so, may report such 
bill, resolution, or matter to the Committee. 
It shall be the duty of the chair of the sub-
committee to report or cause to be reported 
promptly such bill, resolution, or matter, 
and to take or cause to be taken the nec-

essary steps to bring such bill, resolution, or 
matter to a vote. 

(1) In any event, the report, described in 
the proviso in subsection (c)(2) of this rule, 
of any subcommittee on a measure which has 
been approved by the subcommittee shall be 
filed within seven calendar days (exclusive of 
days on which the House is not in session) 
after the day on which there has been filed 
with the staff director of the Committee a 
written request, signed by a majority of the 
members of the subcommittee, for the re-
porting of that measure. Upon the filing of 
any such request, the staff director of the 
Committee shall transmit immediately to 
the chair of the subcommittee a notice of the 
filing of that request. 

(2) Bills, resolutions, or other matters fa-
vorably reported by a subcommittee shall 
automatically be placed upon the agenda of 
the Committee as of the time they are re-
ported. No bill or resolution or other matter 
reported by a subcommittee shall be consid-
ered by the full Committee unless it has been 
delivered or electronically sent to all mem-
bers and notice of its prior transmission has 
been in the hands of all members at least 48 
hours prior to such consideration. A member 
of the Committee shall receive, upon his or 
her request, a paper copy of such bill, resolu-
tion, or other matter reported. When a bill is 
reported from a subcommittee, such measure 
shall be accompanied by a section-by-section 
analysis; and, if the Chair of the Committee 
so requires (in response to a request from the 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
or for other reasons), a comparison showing 
proposed changes in existing law. 
RULE 16. APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES, NOTICE 

OF CONFERENCE MEETINGS, AND CONFERENCE 
MOTION 
(a) Whenever in the legislative process it 

becomes necessary to appoint conferees, the 
Chair shall recommend to the Speaker as 
conferees the names of those members of the 
subcommittee which handled the legislation 
in the order of their seniority upon such sub-
committee and such other Committee mem-
bers as the Chair may designate with the ap-
proval of the majority party members. Rec-
ommendations of the Chair to the Speaker 
shall provide a ratio of majority party mem-
bers to minority party members no less fa-
vorable to the majority party than the ratio 
of majority members to minority party 
members on the full Committee. In making 
assignments of minority party members as 
conferees, the Chair shall consult with the 
ranking minority party member of the Com-
mittee. 

(b) After the appointment of conferees pur-
suant to clause 11 of Rule I of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives for matters 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee, 
the Chair shall notify all members appointed 
to the conference of meetings at least 48 
hours before the commencement of the meet-
ing. If such notice is not possible, then no-
tice shall be given as soon as possible. 

(c) The Chair is directed to offer a motion 
under clause 1 of Rule XXII of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives whenever the 
Chair considers it appropriate. 

RULE 17. MEASURES TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER 
SUSPENSION 

A member of the Committee may not seek 
to suspend the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives on any bill, resolution, or other 
matter which has been modified after such 
measure is ordered reported, unless notice of 
such action has been given to the Chair and 
ranking minority member of the full Com-
mittee. 

RULE 18. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE 
HEARINGS AND MEETINGS 

(a) Television, Radio and Still Photog-
raphy.—— 

(1) Whenever a hearing or meeting con-
ducted by the Committee or any sub-
committee is open to the public, those pro-
ceedings shall be open to coverage by tele-
vision, radio, and still photography subject 
to the requirements of clause 4 of Rule XI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and except when the hearing or meeting is 
closed pursuant to the Rules of the House of 
Representatives and of the Committee. The 
coverage of any hearing or meeting of the 
Committee or any subcommittee thereof by 
television, radio, or still photography shall 
be under the direct supervision of the Chair 
of the Committee, the subcommittee chair, 
or other member of the Committee presiding 
at such hearing or meeting and may be ter-
minated by such member in accordance with 
the Rules of the House of Representatives. 

(2) Personnel providing coverage by the 
television and radio media shall be then cur-
rently accredited to the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries. 

(3) Personnel providing coverage by still 
photography shall be then accredited to the 
Press Photographers’ Gallery. 

(b) Audio and Video Coverage of Com-
mittee Hearings and Meetings.—To the max-
imum extent practicable, the Committee 
shall provide audio and video coverage of 
each hearing or meeting for the transaction 
of business in a manner that allows the pub-
lic to easily listen to and view the pro-
ceedings and shall maintain the recordings 
of such coverage in a manner that is easily 
accessible to the public. Such coverage shall 
be fair and nonpartisan in accordance with 
clause 4(b) of Rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives and other applica-
ble rules of the House of Representatives and 
of the Committee. Personnel providing such 
coverage shall be employees of the House of 
Representatives or currently accredited to 
the Radio and Television Correspondents’ 
Galleries. 

RULE 19. COMMITTEE STAFF 
(a) The employees of the Committee shall 

be appointed by the Chair in consultation 
with subcommittee chair and other majority 
party members of the Committee within the 
budget approved for such purposes by the 
Committee. 

(b) The staff appointed by the minority 
shall have their remuneration determined in 
such manner as the minority party members 
of the Committee shall determine within the 
budget approved for such purposes by the 
Committee. 

RULE 20. SUPERVISION AND DUTIES OF 
COMMITTEE STAFF 

The staff of the Committee shall be under 
the general supervision and direction of the 
Chair, who shall establish and assign the du-
ties and responsibilities of such staff mem-
bers and delegate authority as he or she de-
termines appropriate. The staff appointed by 
the minority shall be under the general su-
pervision and direction of the minority party 
members of the Committee, who may dele-
gate such authority as they determine ap-
propriate. All Committee staff shall be as-
signed to Committee business and no other 
duties may be assigned to them. 

RULE 21. AUTHORIZATION FOR TRAVEL 
(a) Consistent with the primary expense 

resolution and such additional expense reso-
lutions as may have been approved, the pro-
visions of this rule shall govern travel of 
Committee members and staff. Travel to be 
paid from funds set aside for the full Com-
mittee for any member or any staff member 
shall be paid only upon the prior authoriza-
tion of the Chair. Travel may be authorized 
by the Chair for any member and any staff 
member in connection with the attendance 
of hearings conducted by the Committee or 
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any subcommittee thereof and meetings, 
conferences, and investigations that involve 
activities or subject matter under the gen-
eral jurisdiction of the Committee. The 
Chair shall review travel requests to assure 
the validity to Committee business. Before 
such authorization is given, there shall be 
submitted to the Chair in writing the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The purpose of the travel; 
(2) The dates during which the travel is to 

be made and the date or dates of the event 
for which the travel is being made; 

(3) The location of the event for which the 
travel is to be made; and 

(4) The names of members and staff seek-
ing authorization. (b)(1) In the case of travel 
outside the United States of members and 
staff of the Committee for the purpose of 
conducting hearings, investigations, studies, 
or attending meetings and conferences in-
volving activities or subject matter under 
the legislative assignment of the Committee 
or pertinent subcommittees, prior authoriza-
tion must be obtained from the Chair, or, in 
the case of a subcommittee, from the sub-
committee chair and the Chair. Before such 
authorization is given, there shall be sub-
mitted to the Chair, in writing, a request for 
such authorization. Each request, which 
shall be filed in a manner that allows for a 
reasonable period of time for review before 
such travel is scheduled to begin, shall in-
clude the following: 

(A) The purpose of travel; 
(B) The dates during which the travel will 

occur; 
(C) The names of the countries to be vis-

ited and the length of time to be spent in 
each; 

(D) an agenda of anticipated activities for 
each country for which travel is authorized 
together with a description of the purpose to 
be served and the areas of Committee juris-
diction involved; and 

(E) The names of members and staff for 
whom authorization is sought. 

(2) Requests for travel outside the United 
States may be initiated by the Chair or the 
chair of a subcommittee (except that indi-
viduals may submit a request to the Chair 
for the purpose of attending a conference or 
meeting) and shall be limited to members 
and permanent employees of the Committee. 

(3) The Chair shall not approve a request 
involving travel outside the United States 
while the House is in session (except in the 
case of attendance at meetings and con-
ferences or where circumstances warrant an 
exception). 

(4) At the conclusion of any hearing, inves-
tigation, study, meeting, or conference for 
which travel outside the United States has 
been authorized pursuant to this rule, each 
subcommittee (or members and staff attend-
ing meetings or conferences) shall submit a 
written report to the Chair covering the ac-
tivities of the subcommittee and containing 
the results of these activities and other per-
tinent observations or information gained as 
a result of such travel. 

(c) Members and staff of the Committee 
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws, 
resolutions, or regulations of the House of 
Representatives and of the Committee on 
House Administration pertaining to such 
travel, including rules, procedures, and limi-
tations prescribed by the Committee on 
House Administration with respect to do-
mestic and foreign expense allowances. 

(d) Prior to the Chair’s authorization for 
any travel, the ranking minority party mem-
ber shall be given a copy of the written re-
quest therefor. 

RULE 22. BUDGET AND EXPENSES 
(a) The Chair, in consultation with the ma-

jority party members of the Committee, 

shall prepare a preliminary budget. Such 
budget shall include necessary amounts for 
staff personnel, for necessary travel, inves-
tigation, and other expenses of the Com-
mittee; and, after consultation with the mi-
nority party membership, the Chair shall in-
clude amounts budgeted to the minority 
party members for staff personnel to be 
under the direction and supervision of the 
minority party, travel expenses of minority 
party members and staff, and minority party 
office expenses. All travel expenses of minor-
ity party members and staff shall be paid for 
out of the amounts so set aside and budg-
eted. The Chair shall take whatever action is 
necessary to have the budget as finally ap-
proved by the Committee duly authorized by 
the House of Representatives. After such 
budget shall have been adopted, no change 
shall be made in such budget unless approved 
by the Committee. The Chair or the chair of 
any standing subcommittee may initiate 
necessary travel requests as provided in 
Committee Rule 21 within the limits of their 
portion of the consolidated budget as ap-
proved by the House, and the Chair may exe-
cute necessary vouchers therefor. 

(b) Subject to the Rules of the House of 
Representatives and procedures prescribed 
by the Committee on House Administration, 
and with the prior authorization of the Chair 
of the Committee in each case, there may be 
expended in any one session of Congress for 
necessary travel expenses of witnesses at-
tending hearings in Washington, D.C.: 

(1) Out of funds budgeted and set aside for 
each subcommittee, not to exceed $5,000 for 
expenses of witnesses attending hearings of 
each such subcommittee; 

(2) Out of funds budgeted for the full Com-
mittee majority, not to exceed $5,000 for ex-
penses of witnesses attending full Committee 
hearings; and 

(3) Out of funds set aside to the minority 
party members, (A) Not to exceed, for each 
of the subcommittees, $5,000 for expenses of 
witnesses attending subcommittee hearings, 
and (B) Not to exceed $5,000 for expenses of 
witnesses attending full Committee hear-
ings. 

(c) A full and detailed monthly report ac-
counting for all expenditures of Committee 
funds shall be maintained in the Committee 
office, where it shall be available to each 
member of the Committee. Such report shall 
show the amount and purpose of each ex-
penditure, and the budget to which such ex-
penditure is attributed. 

RULE 23. CHANGES IN COMMITTEE RULES 
The Committee shall not consider a pro-

posed change in these rules unless the text of 
such change has been delivered or electroni-
cally sent to all members and notice of its 
prior transmission has been in the hands of 
all members at least 48 hours prior to such 
consideration; a member of the Committee 
shall receive, upon his or her request, a 
paper copy of the proposed change. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 10 o’clock and 25 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 13, 2013, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

247. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the an-
nual report on the operations of the Ex-
change Stabilization Fund (ESF) for Fiscal 
Year 2012, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 5302(c)(2); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

248. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
to Cargolux Airlines International S.A. of 
Findel, Luxemburg pursuant to Section 
2(b)(3) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, 
as amended; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

249. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
to Turk Hava Yollari, A.O. of Istanbul, Tur-
key pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the Ex-
port-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

250. A letter from the Inspector General, 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
transmitting a report entitled, ‘‘Comprehen-
sive Study on the Impact of the Failure of 
Insured Depository Institutions’’; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

251. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Appraisals for 
Higher-Priced Mortgage Loans (RIN: 2590- 
AA58) received January 28, 2013, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

252. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Cur-
rent Good Manufacturing Practice Require-
ments for Combination Products [Docket 
No.: FDA-2009-N-0435] received January 29, 
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

253. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Amendment of Section 73.202(b), 
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations 
(Hebbronville, Texas) [MB Docket No.: 11-38] 
(RM-11621) received January 22, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

254. A letter from the Chief, Broadband Di-
vision, Wireless Communications Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Serv-
ice Rules for Advanced Wireless Services in 
the 2000-2020 MHz and 2180-2200 MHz Bands; 
Fixed and Mobile Services in the Mobile Sat-
ellite Service Bands at 1525-1559 MHz and 
1626.5-1660.5 MHz, 1610-1626.5 MHz and 2483.5- 
2500 MHz and 2000-2020 MHz and 2180-2200 
MHz; Service Rules for Advanced Wireless 
Services in the 1915-1920, MHz, 1995-2000 MHz, 
2020-2025 MHz and 2175-2180 MHz Bands [WT 
Docket No.: 12-70] [ET Docket No.: 10-142] 
[WT Docket No.: 04-356] received January 28, 
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

255. A letter from the Deputy Division 
Chief, Pricing Policy Division, Wireline 
Competition Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Special Access for 
Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers; AT&T 
Corporation Petition for Rulemaking to Re-
form Regulation of Incumbent Local Ex-
change Carrier Rates for Interstate Special 
Access Services [WC Docket No.: 05-25] (RM- 
10593) received January 28, 2013, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

256. A letter from the Deputy Bureau Chief, 
Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s final rule — Rural Health Care 
Support Mechanism [WC Docket No.: 02-60] 
received January 28, 2013, pursuant to 5 
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

257. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Wire-
less Telecommunications Bureau, Federal 
Communications Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s final rule — Amendment of 
the Commission’s Rules Concerning Com-
mercial Radio Operators [WT Docket No.: 10- 
177] received January 28, 2013, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

258. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Dispositioning Boiling Water 
Reactor Licensee Noncompliance with Tech-
nical Specification Containment Require-
ments During Operations with a Potential 
for Draining the Reactor Vessel [EGM 11-003, 
Revision 1] received January 22, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

259. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Dispositioning Violations of Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission Requirements 
Implementing the Decommissioning Plan-
ning Rule [EGM-12-002] received January 22, 
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

260. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Interim Staff Guidance Japan 
Lessons-Learned Project Directorate Guid-
ance for Performing a Tsunami, Surge, or 
Seiche Hazard Assessment [JLD-ISG-2012-06] 
received January 22, 2013, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

261. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, transmitting the 
Agency’s reports containing the September 
30, 2012, status of loans and guarantees issued 
under Section 25(a)(11) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

262. A letter from the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 
transmitting the eighteenth quarterly report 
on the Afghanistan Reconstruction; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

263. A letter from the Federal Co-Chair, 
Appalachian Regional Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s semiannual report 
from the office of the Inspector General for 
the period April 1, 2012 through September 
30, 2012; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

264. A letter from the Director of Congres-
sional Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

265. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

266. A letter from the Secretary of the 
Board of Governors, Postal Service, trans-
mitting the Service’s report, as required by 
Section 3686(c) of the Postal Accountability 
and Enhancement Act of 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself, 
Mr. MARKEY, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. 

CONYERS, Ms. PINGREE of Maine, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. DEFA-
ZIO, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. NADLER, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. MORAN, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. POLIS, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. SPEIER, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. HONDA, 
Mrs. CAPPS, and Mr. WAXMAN): 

H.R. 609. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal fossil fuel sub-
sidies for large oil companies; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self, Mr. WOLF, Mr. GIBSON, and Mr. 
PETERSON): 

H.R. 610. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of the Tick-Borne Diseases Advisory 
Committee; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self, Mr. WOLF, Mr. GIBSON, and Mr. 
PETERSON): 

H.R. 611. A bill to provide for the expansion 
of Federal efforts concerning the prevention, 
education, treatment, and research activities 
related to Lyme and other tick-borne dis-
eases, including the establishment of a Tick- 
Borne Diseases Advisory Committee; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. MICHAUD (for himself, Mr. 
RIBBLE, Mr. WALZ, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. 
SCHRADER, and Mr. YOUNG of Alaska): 

H.R. 612. A bill to amend title 23, United 
States Code, with respect to vehicle weight 
limitations applicable to the Interstate Sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and in addition to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: 
H.R. 613. A bill to establish a market-based 

trigger to determine the capital adequacy of 
bank holding companies and decrease sys-
temic risk, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. FATTAH: 
H.R. 614. A bill to establish the Commis-

sion on American Discoveries and American 
Jobs to study and recommend improvements 
to the Federal funding of research; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

By Mr. HONDA (for himself, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, and Mr. MICHAUD): 

H.R. 615. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide market-based 
manufacturing incentives, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HONDA (for himself and Mr. 
CARNEY): 

H.R. 616. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
tax for qualified manufacturing facility con-
struction costs; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY (for himself, Mr. 
RAHALL, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

H.R. 617. A bill to designate the Federal 
Building and United States Courthouse lo-
cated at 1125 Chapline Street in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, as the ‘‘Frederick P. Stamp, 
Jr. Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse’’; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. MICHAUD (for himself, Mr. 
PRICE of North Carolina, Ms. 
BORDALLO, and Ms. PINGREE of 
Maine): 

H.R. 618. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Education to enter into voluntary, flexible 
agreements with certain guaranty agencies 

to provide delinquency prevention and de-
fault aversion services for borrowers and po-
tential borrowers of Federal Direct Loans 
under the Higher Education Act of 1965, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. NADLER: 
H.R. 619. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to place limitations on the pos-
session, sale, and other disposition of a fire-
arm by persons convicted of misdemeanor 
sex offenses against children; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 620. A bill to designate the Rachel 

Carson Nature Trail, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Mr. 
CONAWAY, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. LATTA, 
Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, and 
Mrs. BLACK): 

H.R. 621. A bill to prohibit funding for the 
Environmental Protection Agency to be used 
to implement or enforce a cap-and-trade pro-
gram for greenhouse gases, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. SABLAN (for himself, Mr. 
HOLT, Mr. PIERLUISI, Ms. BORDALLO, 
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, and Mr. HONDA): 

H.R. 622. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to develop, maintain, and ad-
minister an annex in Tinian, Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, as an ex-
tension of the American Memorial Park lo-
cated in Saipan, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: 
H.R. 623. A bill to provide for the convey-

ance of certain property located in Anchor-
age, Alaska, from the United States to the 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources, and in 
addition to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. BARR (for himself and Mr. 
MCKINLEY): 

H.J. Res. 26. A joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States to limit the number of con-
secutive terms that a Member of Congress 
may serve; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. AL GREEN of Texas (for him-
self, Ms. BASS, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia, Ms. BROWN of 
Florida, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Ms. 
CLARKE, Mr. CLAY, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. 
CLYBURN, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. EDWARDS, Ms. FUDGE, Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. HINOJOSA, 
Mr. HONDA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON of Texas, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. LEWIS, 
Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE, Ms. NORTON, 
Mr. PASTOR of Arizona, Mr. PAYNE, 
Mr. RANGEL, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. 
RUSH, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Ms. SEWELL of 
Alabama, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. WATERS, 
Mr. WATT, Ms. WILSON of Florida, and 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD): 

H. Con. Res. 12. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring and praising the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People on 
the occasion of its 104th anniversary; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H. Res. 62. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the House of Representatives that 
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the Secretary of State should seek to amend 
Article 22 of the Statute of the International 
Court of Justice to move the seat of the 
Court from the Netherlands; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: 
H. Res. 63. A resolution expressing support 

for designation of the first Saturday in Octo-
ber as ‘‘National Animal Rescue Day/Wins-
low’s Day’’ to create awareness, educate hu-
mans of the importance of adoption, and cre-
ate a humane environment for any pet, in-
cluding the importance of spaying and 
neutering of animals, and the encourage-
ment of animal adoptions throughout the 
United States; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER: 
H.R. 609. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitution of the United States pro-

vides clear authority for Congress to pass 
legislation regarding income taxes. Article I 
of the Constitution, in detailing Congres-
sional authority, provides that ‘‘Congress 
shall have Power to lay and collect Taxes 
. . .’’ (Section 8, Clause 1). Further clarifying 
Congressional power to enact an income tax, 
voters amended the Constitution by popular 
vote to provide that ‘‘Congress shall have 
power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, 
from whatever source derived. . . .’’ (Six-
teenth Amendment). 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 610. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority on which this 

bill is based is Congress’s power under Arti-
cle I, Section 8, Clause I of the Constitution. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 611. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority on which this 

bill is based is Congress’s power under Arti-
cle I, Section 8, Clause I of the Constitution. 

By Mr. MICHAUD: 
H.R. 612. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The power granted to Congress under Arti-

cle I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Constitution. 
By Mr. CAMPBELL: 

H.R. 613. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-

stitution of the United States. 
Mr. FATTAH: 

H.R. 614. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress shall have Power to lay and 

collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, 
to pay the Debts and provide for the common 
Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United 
States. 

By Mr. HONDA: 
H.R. 615. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

section 8 of article I of the Constitution. 
By Mr. HONDA: 

H.R. 616. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
section 8 of article I of the Constitution. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY: 
H.R. 617. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 and Article 

1, Section 8, Clause 17 of the Constitution. 
By Mr. MICHAUD: 

H.R. 618. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. NADLER: 

H.R. 619. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clauses 3 and 18 of section 8 of article I of 

the Constitution. 
By Ms. NORTON: 

H.R. 620. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 2 of section 3 of article IV of the 

Constitution. 
By Mr. POE of Texas: 

H.R. 621. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1, Section 7, of Article 1 of the 

United States Constitution. 
Clause 7, Section 9, of Article 1 of the 

United States Constitution. 
By Mr. SABLAN: 

H.R. 622. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, section 8, clause 3 and Ar-

ticle IV, section 3, clause 2 of the Constitu-
tion. 

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: 
H.R. 623. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 and Article 

1, Section 8, Clause 3. 
By Mr. BARR: 

H.J. Res. 26. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority for this bill is 

stated in Article V of the U.S. Constitution, 
which establishes the method for enacting 
amendments to the Constitution. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 11: Mr. WALZ, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. AN-
DREWS, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. RAHALL, Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. VEASEY, Mr. 
THOMPSON of California, Mr. BECERRA, Mr. 
GALLEGO, and Mr. NEAL. 

H.R. 22: Mr. COBLE. 
H.R. 25: Mr. YOHO. 
H.R. 61: Mr. GOWDY and Mr. DESJARLAIS. 
H.R. 69: Mr. HUFFMAN and Mrs. CAPPS. 
H.R. 71: Mrs. CAPPS. 
H.R. 111: Mr. FATTAH, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Ms. 

BORDALLO, Mr. MORAN, Mr. CICILLINE, and 
Mr. SABLAN. 

H.R. 129: Mr. PETERSON. 
H.R. 134: Mr. MICHAUD. 
H.R. 147: Mr. LUETKEMEYER. 
H.R. 163: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 164: Mr. LONG, Mr. MICHAUD, Mr. STIV-

ERS, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, and Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 182: Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. NADLER, Mr. 

JONES, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 

H.R. 183: Mr. RUNYAN, Mr. PIERLUISI, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. LANCE, Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. HANNA, Mr. WHIT-
FIELD, Mr. HIMES, Mr. CICILLINE, and Mrs. 
MCCARTHY of New York. 

H.R. 191: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 194: Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 207: Mr. ROSS and Mr. LATHAM. 
H.R. 233: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 239: Mr. CHAFFETZ. 
H.R. 241: Mr. WITTMAN. 
H.R. 262: Mr. BACHUS and Ms. LEE of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 273: Mr. POSEY, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of 

Texas, Mr. BENISHEK, Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. 
NUNNELEE, Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas, and Mr. 
WOMACK. 

H.R. 282: Ms. FOXX and Mr. WALDEN. 
H.R. 283: Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER and Mr. 

ROKITA. 
H.R. 288: Mr. PASTOR of Arizona and Mr. 

MORAN. 
H.R. 300: Mrs. DAVIS of California and Mr. 

GOHMERT. 
H.R. 301: Mr. PITTENGER. 
H.R. 317: Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H.R. 321: Ms. BASS, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. COHEN, 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana, and Mrs. NEGRETE 
MCLEOD. 

H.R. 322: Mr. HALL and Mr. OWENS. 
H.R. 324: Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD. 
H.R. 334: Mrs. BLACK, Mr. FRANKS of Ari-

zona, and Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 335: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Ms. 

BROWNLEY of California, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
MURPHY of Florida, Mr. RENACCI, and Mr. 
PALAZZO. 

H.R. 341: Mr. SARBANES and Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 348: Ms. LEE of California, Mr. GRI-

JALVA, Mr. ELLISON, and Ms. LINDA T. 
SÁNCHEZ of California. 

H.R. 351: Mr. GOODLATTE, Mr. SESSIONS, 
and Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. 

H.R. 360: Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York, Mr. BECERRA, Mr. COHEN, Ms. BASS, 
Mr. VELA, and Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD. 

H.R. 367: Mr. RIGELL, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, and 
Mrs. WALORSKI. 

H.R. 376: Mr. VARGAS, Mr. HOLT, Mr. POLIS, 
and Ms. NORTON. 

H.R. 463: Mr. JONES and Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND. 

H.R. 482: Mr. DEUTCH. 
H.R. 485: Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, 

and Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 
H.R. 492: Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. 
H.R. 494: Mr. LEWIS, Mr. THOMPSON of 

Pennsylvania, Mr. RANGEL, and Mr. COFF-
MAN. 

H.R. 496: Mrs. BLACK, Mr. TIBERI, and Ms. 
BORDALLO. 

H.R. 497: Mr. BUCSHON. 
H.R. 503: Mr. CARSON of Indiana and Mr. 

CRAMER. 
H.R. 507: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona and Mr. 

GOSAR. 
H.R. 520: Mr. VARGAS, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana, and Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 523: Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. BILIRAKIS, 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, Mr. REED, Mr. 
HALL, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. MEADOWS. 

H.R. 543: Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. CARSON of In-
diana, Mr. OWENS, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, 
Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. JONES. 

H.R. 544: Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. 
H.R. 555: Mr. THORNBERRY. 
H.R. 557: Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan, Mr. 

PITTS, and Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 563: Mr. CARSON of Indiana. 
H.R. 567: Mr. RIBBLE, Mr. HARPER, and Mr. 

MCCLINTOCK. 
H.R. 571: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 572: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 574: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania and 

Mr. SCHRADER. 
H.R. 578: Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. 

STOCKMAN, and Mr. THORNBERRY. 
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H.R. 580: Mr. DAINES, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 

CRAMER, and Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 582: Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. ROKITA, and 

Mr. FLORES. 
H.R. 584: Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. MORAN, Ms. 

PINGREE of Maine, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, and Mrs. CAPPS. 

H.R. 588: Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee, Mr. 
MICHAUD, Mr. SABLAN, and Mr. COFFMAN. 

H.R. 592: Mr. ENGEL, Mr. GRIMM, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mrs. MCCARTHY of 
New York, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, and Mr. 
PASCRELL. 

H.R. 595: Mr. COBLE, Ms. FUDGE, and Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 

H.R. 607: Mr. JONES, Mr. HALL, and Mr. 
WESTMORELAND. 

H.J. Res. 25: Mr. MORAN, Mr. PETERS of 
California, Mr. FARR, and Mr. KEATING. 

H. Con. Res. 8: Mr. NUNNELEE. 
H. Res. 10: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. SCOTT of Vir-
ginia, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. 
MOORE, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. 
BROWN of Florida, Mr. VARGAS, and Mr. RYAN 
of Ohio. 

H. Res. 24: Mr. NEUGEBAUER, Mrs. LUMMIS, 
Mr. FORBES, Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. 
COSTA, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, Mr. 
CRAMER, Ms. BROWNLEY of California, and 
Mr. COTTON. 

H. Res. 36: Mr. FORBES, Mr. BENISHEK, Mr. 
HUELSKAMP, Mr. CULBERSON, and Mr. 
BRIDENSTINE. 

H. Res. 41: Mr. HIMES. 
H. Res. 60: Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. 

MCCOLLUM, and Mr. RYAN of Ohio. 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY MR. ISSA 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform in H.R. 273 do not contain any 
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in 
clause 9 of rule XXI. 
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