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as an institute of higher education serving 29
students from working class and farm families
in the Kansas Territory. In 1863, during the
Civil War, Bluemont College became the Kan-
sas State Agriculture College, the first land
grant university under President Lincoln’s Mor-
rill Act, and was only the second public institu-
tion of higher education to admit men and
women equally.

Today, more than 24,000 students from all
50 states and more than 90 countries around
the world study at one of Kansas State’s three
locations: the main campus in Manhattan, bet-
ter known as the Little Apple; the College of
Technology and Aviation in Salina; and the
new state-of-the-art Olathe campus, which is
currently preparing graduate students in the
innovative fields of bioscience and bio-
technology.

Kansas State University is among the top
75 public universities, and offers more than
250 undergraduate majors, 65 master's de-
grees, 45 doctoral degrees and 22 graduate
certificates in multiple disciplines. The univer-
sity ranks first nationally among state univer-
sities in Rhodes, Marshall, Truman, Gold-
water, and Udall scholars with 135 recipients,
and the Kansas State University College of
Engineering was recently named one of the
best undergraduate engineering programs in
the nation, according to U.S. News and World
Report.

Kansas State has a wonderfully supportive
community, better known as the K-State fam-
ily, and it is serious business. Let me give you
an example. Six years ago, students created
the K-State Proud campaign. Driven by the
idea of how a family takes care of one an-
other, the Proud campaign established a cul-
ture of philanthropy and to date has raised
more than half a million dollars to fund 300
scholarships for students who are struggling fi-
nancially due to challenges from health issues,
natural disasters, or family tragedy. This is in
addition to the $200 million in scholarships,
grants, loans and work study Kansas State
distributes each year.

With 16 men’s and women’s athletic pro-
grams, more than 475 student organizations,
and more than 20 club sports, cultivating a
positive and encouraging sense of student life
is a high priority. The Princeton Review re-
cently ranked Kansas State as second in the
nation for excellent campus and community
relations and No. 14 for quality of life.

If you ask anyone what they remember
most about their time at Kansas State Univer-
sity, they will tell you without a doubt, it is the
people. It is where they met their best friends,
their husbands or wives, and it is where they
hope their children choose to attend.

Graduates of Kansas State University have
gone on to do many great things for this coun-
try, and | am not only referring to those who
entered public service as a member of the
House, Senate, or even the Kansas governor.
Notable Kansas State alums include: presi-
dents of colleges and universities; chairmen
and CEOs of major companies, Olympic gold
medalists, Emmy Award winners, as well as
the creator of the snooze alarm, and the in-
ventor of the Space Pen.

On this historic anniversary, it is my honor
to recognize my alma mater, Kansas State
University, on 150 years of excellence. | can
only image the remarkable things the future
holds for Kansas State and the talented indi-
viduals it will educate and inspire. Congratula-
tions.
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Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing letter.

BARBARA WRIGHT, WORKERS RIGHTS CENTER,
10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

My name is Barbara J. Wright, and I am a
resident of Madison, Wisconsin. I have been
married twice in my life, both times to hus-
bands who were born in other countries. I
have two children from my first marriage.
Cesar Gabriel Moran, 39, is a firmware engi-
neer in St. Paul Minnesota and Nickolas
James Moran is a jazz musician here in
Madison.

On July 27th, 1972, I married Cesar
Edmundo Moran in Magdalena del Mar, Lima
Peru. I was 19 years old and he was 18. We
were married for 25 years. He had been
studying in Platteville, Wisconsin at the
University of Platteville. When we left the
country to travel to Peru (we hitch-hiked
there!), he lost his student visa. After we
married in Peru, I returned to the US and
filed for him to get a permanent resident
visa (a green card). He had to stay in Peru
until it arrived. I sent the form to the INS
along with $25 dollars, both of our birth cer-
tificates, our marriage license, and a letter
from the police to say we had committed no
crimes. In a month he was able to pick up his
permission to travel and his green card at
the American Embassy in Lima and return
to the US, so we could both go to college.

My marriage to Cesar ended in 1998 al-
though it was a few years till we were legally
divorced. In 2004, I married Youssef Amraoui,
from Morocco. We were married in Las
Vegas, Nevada on June 6th, 2004. This time
getting Youssef permanent residence status
took more than 5 years. Between the legal
fees to file all of the petitions and to pay the
immigration lawyer, Irene Wren at Wren and
Gateways Law Group, it cost almost $12,000.
Luckily, Youssef had filed for a waiver by
himself with no lawyer, so that he did not
have to leave the country while he waited for
his case to be determined. Imagine getting
married and having your new husband have
to go back to his country and wait five years
to see each other again.

Because the INS was now under the wing of
Homeland Security, there were many addi-
tional steps which meant additional delays.
When I asked Irene why things were taking
so long she said that there was a huge back-
log of cases, between 4 and 6 years of cases.
She said Homeland Security insisted that
each case be reviewed by the FBI and since
it was not a criminal case, it gathered dust
in someone’s inbox for a long time.

One time, Homeland Security called and
demanded that Youssef come to Milwaukee
alone to be ‘“‘interviewed’”. We were waiting
for a formal interview in Milwaukee that is
now a part of the process, but this was not it.
The man who called tried to intimidate me
when I said that Youssef was not coming
alone. I said that either I or the immigration
attorney would go with him (I was petrified
of his being taken into custody or forcibly
removed or never hearing from him again).
This man tried to convince me that Youssef
could be a ‘‘sleeper agent’’, and they needed
to interview him. Because I owned a res-
taurant and could not leave, I sent the attor-
ney with him. Youssef said they kept him in
a room that had shackles but did not shackle
him. Irene said this was a scare tactic be-
cause Moroccans and other Muslims were all
suspects because of the attack on 9/11. They
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just wanted to see if he would come or he
would run. That was a horrible day.

It seemed like every time we would reach
the end of the process there would be more
forms to fill out, more fees to pay, and more
of an indefinite wait. At one point in the
process, the fees were doubled. We paid the
majority of our discretionary income to this
process. Youssef’s parents were old, and he
lived in fear that they would die before he
was able to go and see them. You have to
have permission to leave the country once
the papers are filed. If you leave without per-
mission, you cannot come back.

I know many people here who are undocu-
mented. The press has been talking a lot
about a ‘‘path to citizenship’. I think very
few of the people saying this have any idea
what is really involved. Because of the high
fees of immigration attorneys, the many
steps of the process and the time involved,
many will have a hard time coming up with
the money for this process.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF THE GREEN BROS. PHARMACY
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Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Green Bros. Pharmacy in
Stockton, CA, which closed its doors in 2012
after 82 years of business. The Green Bros.
Pharmacy was one of Stockton’s last remain-
ing independent pharmacies.

This pharmacy, operated by Charlie Green,
opened 82 years ago in downtown Stockton,
and has served thousands of people through-
out the area. Mr. Green has been a tremen-
dous advocate on behalf of pharmacies and
patients for decades. He served as president
of the San Joaquin Pharmacists Association,
the California Pharmacists Association, and
the American Pharmacists Association, draw-
ing on his firsthand experience about the
needs of independent pharmacists and pa-
tients in San Joaquin County and across the
country. Mr. Green worked tirelessly to im-
prove our health care system. In addition, Mr.
Green taught at the University of Pacific in the
Pharmacy Department, educating and men-
toring young students. I've had the pleasure of
meeting with these students when they visit
our nation’s capital each year and know their
dedication and commitment to our community.
| know that Mr. Green played a part in their
development as professionals. In recognition
of his dedication, work ethic, and exemplary
work, Mr. Green was presented with the Dan-
iel B. Smith Excellence Award.

Independent pharmacies are essential to
our communities, and businesses like Green
Bros. have been a staple of neighborhoods
across the country because of their personal-
ized service, affordable prices, and ability to
help patients.

| urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the tremendous contributions of Green
Bros. Pharmacy to San Joaquin County, as
well as other independent pharmacies across
the country.
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