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and argued cases on a wide variety of
topics, including constitutional law,
bankruptcy, patent, trademark, Fed-
eral procedure, antitrust, and copy-
right issues.

In 1997, the focus of his practice shift-
ed to handling patent appeals before
the Federal Circuit. Before the Federal
Circuit, he has represented patent
holders and patent defendants across a
variety of technology areas. He has ex-
perience with cases concerning inter-
national trade, government contracts,
and money claims against the United
States, all within the jurisdiction of
the Federal Circuit.

Mr. Taranto has argued 19 cases in
the Supreme Court; 8 while in the So-
licitor General’s Office and 11 cases in
private practice. He has also presented
approximately 20 arguments in the
Federal Circuit and appeared on briefs
in a few others. He has also argued
cases before the First, Third, Fourth,
Fifth, Eighth, Ninth, and DC Circuits.
The American Bar Association’s Stand-
ing Committee on the Federal Judici-
ary gave him a unanimous well quali-
fied rating.

Andrew Patrick Gordon is nominated
to be U.S. district judge for the Dis-
trict of Nevada. Mr. Gordon received a
B.A. from Claremont McKenna College
in 1984, graduating cum laude. In 1987,
Gordon graduated from Harvard Law
School. Upon graduation, he joined
Streich, Lang, Weeks, and Cardon in
Phoenix, AZ. In 1992, he moved to Las
Vegas, NV, where he assisted Streich
Lang to expand into the Las Vegas
market through an affiliate of the
firm, Dawson and Associates. In 1994,
he lateraled to McDonald Carano Wil-
son LLP, working as an associate until
1997, when he became a partner. He re-
mains with McDonald Carano Wilson to
this day.

Mr. Gordon’s law experience is most-
ly in civil litigation in the areas of
business, real property, construction,
and employment. From 1997 to 2004, his
practice centered on litigation arising
from commercial construction
projects. Over the last 10 years, he has
become more active in arbitration and
mediation. Additionally, Mr. Gordon
has sat on numerous committees of the
Nevada State Bar, the U.S. District
Court of Nevada, and the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He has
tried at least nine cases to final judg-
ment. The American Bar Association’s
Standing Committee on the Federal
Judiciary gave him a rating of substan-
tial majority well qualified—minority
qualified.

Mr. LEAHY. I suggest the absence of
a quorum and ask unanimous consent
that the time be equally divided.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Richard Gary Taranto, of Maryland, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Federal Circuit?

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN), the
Senator from Louisiana (Ms. LAN-
DRIEU), the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED), and the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) are necessarily absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) would vote ‘‘yea.”’

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER),
and the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 91,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 33 Ex.]

YEAS—91
Alexander Feinstein Mikulski
Ayotte Fischer Moran
Baldwin Franken Murkowski
Barrasso Gillibrand Murphy
Baucus Graham Murray
Begich Grassley Nelson
Bennet Hagan Paul
Blumenthal Hatch
Blunt Heinrich gortman

. TyOor
Boozman Heitkamp "
Boxer Heller R?Id
Brown Hirono Risch
Burr Hoeven Roberts
Cantwell Inhofe Rockefeller
Cardin Isakson Rubio
Carper Johanns Sanders
Casey Johnson (SD) Schatz
Chambliss Johnson (WI) Schumer
Coats Kaine Scott
Coburn King Sessions
Cochran Kirk Shaheen
Collins Klobuchar Shelby
Coons Leahy Stabenow
Corker Lee Tester
Cornyn Levin Thune
Cowan Manchin Udall (CO)
Crapo McCain
Cruz McCaskill %‘;ﬁe(er
Donnelly McConnell Warren
Durbin Menendez
Enzi Merkley Wyden

NOT VOTING—9

Flake Lautenberg Vitter
Harkin Reed Whitehouse
Landrieu Toomey Wicker

The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON NOMINATION OF ANDREW PATRICK
GORDON

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Andrew Patrick Gordon,
of Nevada, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Nevada?

The nomination was confirmed.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

The Senator from California.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each, and I ask
unanimous consent that I have up to 20
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am
very pleased to see that we have con-
firmed a couple of judges. We have
judges all over this country, nominees
waiting to be confirmed and judicial
emergencies all over the country, so I
hope this is a start of a new day. We
will see what happens.

Mr. President, I stand here as chair-
man of the Environment and Public
Works Committee to talk about one of
the greatest threats facing our Nation;
that is, climate change, dangerous cli-
mate change, or you could call it cli-
mate disruption. It seems as though
the only people who do not get it are
Members of Congress. They do not get
it.

Last week I talked about a front page
story in USA TODAY that highlighted
the impacts of climate change unfold-
ing around us. The story I talked about
is the first of a yearlong series called
“Why you should sweat climate
change.” Everyone else is sweating
about it but not here, not in this Sen-
ate, not in this Congress.

Since last week, additional informa-
tion concerning climate change has
been released that I want to talk about
today. I want to build a record in this
Senate on an issue that threatens the
very lives of our grandchildren. It is
hard to imagine that this country is
facing a question of our own survival
and so few people seem to care about
it.

I am going to talk about another re-
port. A study published last week in
Science reports that average global
temperatures were higher in the past
decade than over most of the previous
11,300 years. Let me repeat that. Let
me repeat that for any colleagues who
might be listening. Average global
temperatures were higher in the past
decade than over most of the previous
11,300 years. Yet the Senate does very
little.
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