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proud of her girls. South Laurel Middle’s
Dance Team has not only won nationals this
year, but also gained the title of Kentucky
Dance Coaches Organization Overall Middle
School Grand Champions, took first place in
the Pom Division as well as first place in the
Open Division, JAMfest Dance Grand Cham-
pions, and were the 2013 Big Blue Cheer and
Dance Challenge Grand Champions.

“I believe that they danced with all their
hearts and souls on that stage, and I'm
thankful for the support from our school, ad-
ministration and their parents,”” Rogers said.

“Their dance was perfection, it was just in-
credible . . . it was flawless,” added Assist-
ant Coach Jo Anna Sizemore.

The team of six eighth-graders, seven sev-
enth-graders and one sixth-grader took form
in March following try-outs. The girls prac-
ticed for the national competition five days
a week for approximately three hours, and
sometimes four, Sizemore said.

“It means the world to me to get to spend
five days a week with my dance sisters, not
only my sisters in dance, but my sisters in
Christ,” said Megan Ford, an eighth-grade
dance team member.

“I feel that our win was deserved, for all
the hard work we’ve done. But I also have to
give all the glory to God for keeping us safe
as we go. I'm so thankful for all of these
girls for how we’ve been spending our time
together and how we’ve stuck together as a
team—and not just as a team, but as a fam-
ily,” said Hannah Sears, an eighth-grade
dance team member.

Six eighth-graders will be moving on to
high school next year, vacating their spots
on the award-winning dance team. Coach
Rogers says try-outs will begin this March.

——————

FREEDOM FOR BOB LEVINSON

Mr. NELSON. Madam President, I
rise today to remind this body of the
plight of a missing person and the suf-
fering of his family.

On March 8, 2007, retired FBI agent
Bob Levinson traveled to the Iranian
island of Kish on a business trip. From
what we know, he checked into his
hotel, checked out on March 9, got into
a taxi, and then disappeared.

This week marks the sixth year of
his disappearance, making Bob one of
the longest held or missing Americans
in history.

And for Bob’s wife Christine and
their seven children, it’s been 6 years
of excruciating suffering. Bob’s safe re-
turn remains their highest priority—as
it must for the U.S. Government as
well.

With the assistance of the U.S. De-
partment of State, we continue to re-
ceive word that Bob is alive and re-
mains in captivity somewhere in
Southwest Asia.

Yet the Government of Iran con-
tinues to provide next to nothing in
terms of real assistance. Given Iran’s
resources and capabilities in the re-
gion, they could be doing so much more
to help reunite Bob with his family.

I remain convinced that our two
countries share the same goal: finally
putting to rest all the speculation be-
hind Bob’s disappearance by safely get-
ting him back to Florida where he be-
longs.

Today I rise to implore all parties to
view this as a humanitarian case that
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transcends the differences between the
United States and Iran. We must all re-
double our efforts to bring Bob home.

———————

LEAD EXPOSURE REDUCTION
AMENDMENTS ACT

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I
want to thank Senator WICKER for
being an original supporter of S. 484, a
bill aiming to improve EPA’s lead
paint rule. He has been a tremendous
help throughout the long effort we
have had to address this onerous and
frustrating regulation. He and I firmly
believe that this rule can be imple-
mented in a way that both protects the
health of children and pregnant women
without unnecessarily raising the cost
of construction projects when there ex-
ists only a negligible risk of harm.
That is what our bill aims to do, and I
want to thank him for being in lock-
step with us from the beginning.

——————

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY OF MOUNT
VERNON AND KNOX COUNTY

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President,
today I wish to honor the 125th anni-
versary of The Public Library of Mount
Vernon and Knox County and its serv-
ice to the community.

The library opened on February 16,
1888, to serve residents of Mount
Vernon. In 1924, services were expanded
throughout the Mount Vernon school
district and in 1985, the library was of-
ficially renamed, The Public Library of
Mount Vernon and Knox County.

Promoting education and cultural
awareness, the public library is a valu-
able resource to the Knox County com-
munity. Volunteers have been deliv-
ering books to hospital patients and
residents of nursing facilities since in
1948. The library delivers books today
through its outreach service depart-
ment, serving  hospitals, nursing
homes, the local jail, Amish schools,
and daycare facilities. More than 35,000
citizens of Knox County benefit from
the public library system.

I extend my sincere congratulations
to The Public Library of Mount Vernon
and Knox County on 125 years of dedi-
cated service to the community.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DAVE HOFFMAN

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President,
today I would like to recognize retired
LTC Dave Hoffman for his outstanding
service to the United States Air Force
as a search and rescue helicopter pilot.
Mr. Hoffman journeyed to Alaska in
the 1970s to fly helicopters in the Tlst
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squad-
ron, ARRS, an Air Force Unit that per-
formed search and rescue for both civil-
ians and military members in remote
Alaska.

At that time, a United States Air
Force air rescue unit was considered
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top notch if they logged two or more
“saves’ in a year. The 71lst ARRS that
Dave Hoffman flew for logged over 90
saves in 1978. With temperatures dip-
ping to 30 degrees below zero, the pilots
of the 7lst were often on their own in
the Alaskan wilderness for days, put-
ting their own lives at risk to save the
lives of others.

After his service in the USAF, Dave
joined the Alaska Army National
Guard, assisting his unit in countless
saves. When the Air Force decided to
deactivate the T7lst ARRS, legislation
was introduced that created the 210th
Rescue Squadron, RQS, in the Alaska
Air National Guard at Kulis Air Na-
tional Guard Base in Anchorage, AK.
Initially, as a cadre instructor pilot
and later as first commander of De-
tachment 1, Dave Hoffman continued
the tradition of greatness. By 1996, the
210th RQS had saved a record 310 lives
and held the record for both the high-
est altitude rescue, 14,400 ft., and the
furthest rescue, 2037 miles, in an HH-
60G helicopter.

In the fall of 1991, then Major Hoff-
man participated in a rescue effort less
than 400 nautical miles from the North
Pole where a Canadian C-130 crashed.
Flying night and day for over 3 days,
Dave Hoffman’s ability to persevere
under the worst conditions resulted in
saving 13 lives while managing to re-
turn all rescuers and assets unharmed.
This mission earned him the Air Medal.

In 1993, he was involved in the first
military exercise teaming Russian and
American forces on Russian soil. Lieu-
tenant Colonel Hoffman flew with such
precision during an aerial refueling
that Russian General Kalugin was con-
vinced an automated mechanism had
performed the feat. When it was proven
that Dave Hoffman had, in fact, piloted
the helicopter, the Russian general pre-
sented him with a medal for ‘‘superior
airmanship.”

Although Dave Hoffman is one of the
best rescue and recovery pilots, his per-
sonality outshines his technical abil-
ity. After a rough landing, Dave is
known to flash his famous smile and
say, ‘“You know, my dashing young
lieutenant, if you aren’t so hard on the
equipment it’ll last longer.” His loy-
alty to the guard and to the men and
women he served with has touched all
who know him.

Many recall a man who is always
calm, sincere, honest, and has a great
joy for life. Those who had the pleasure
of flying with Dave, affectionately
called ‘“‘Hoff-person” and ‘‘King Bis-
cuit,” are not shy about the respect,
admiration and love that they have for
the man. Whether he was saving lives
or sharing in them, he left a lasting
glow within the recipients. On this day,
I would like to honor Mr. Dave Hoff-
man and thank him for his service to
this country, to Alaska, and to so
many who are lucky enough to know
him.e
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TRIBUTE TO LYAL HANSON

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President,
today I wish to honor Mr. Lyal Hanson,
who is entering his 50th year of service
to the United States Postal Service.
The State of Alaska had only been a
State for 5 years when Mr. Hanson
began delivering mail.

In Alaska, mail delivery is not just a
convenience; it is a necessity. For inte-
rior villages, towns on the coast, and
residents who live in the Bush, the
mail is a lifeline and often the only
method of regular communication. In
Alaska’s urban and rural areas, the
mail is a critical part of our commu-
nications infrastructure which allows
small businesses to transport goods.

Today, Mr. Hanson delivers mail in
South Anchorage near Tudor Road.
Residents on his delivery route know
him and appreciate his public service.
Letter carriers 1like Lyal Hanson
helped Alaska in the early stages of
statehood and his work ties our com-
munities together as we continue to
grow.

Our State’s economy has developed
tremendously since Lyal Hanson began
delivering mail, and the public service
of people like him is part of our success
story. At this time, I would like to rec-
ognize and thank Mr. Hanson for his
many years of service to the United
States Postal Service. We are fortunate
to have someone as dedicated and com-
mitted to delivering mail in our com-
munities.e

———

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL GLENN JOHNSON

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President, I rise
today to congratulate LTC Glenn
Johnson for his outstanding service to
our Nation on the occasion of his re-
tirement. His dedicated service to the
citizens of our Nation is both admi-
rable and commendable.

Lieutenant Colonel Johnson enlisted
in the Army National Guard and Army
Reserve directly out of high school,
and then was commissioned as a Field
Artillery Officer upon graduation from
the University of South Carolina in De-
cember 1991. He has served in units in
the United States, Germany, Korea,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Qatar, and has supported Operations
Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Enduring
Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom.

Over the course of his distinguished
career, he has served at all levels of the
Army, from platoon leader to Chief of
the Exercise and Training Branch, U.S.
Force Korea, to legislative liaison in
the Army Legislative Affairs division. I
was honored to have Lieutenant Colo-
nel Johnson serve as a military fellow
in my office in 2010.

I would like to extend my deepest
thanks to Lieutenant Colonel Johnson
for his many years of service to our Na-
tion. I wish the absolute best to him,
his wife Bernadette, and their son
Brent as they begin this next stage in
their lives.®
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REMEMBERING ROBERT TEXTOR
PH.D

e Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, ear-
lier this year my home state of Oregon
lost one of its most visionary citizens,
Dr. Robert Bayard Textor. Today I
wish to join his friends, family, col-
leagues, and I hope the rest of the
country, in mourning the loss of this
thoughtful and uniquely accomplished
man, who would have turned 90 this
week.

Linguists tell us that the term ‘‘cit-
izen” is synonymous with an inhab-
itant of a city or community. Bob was
all of that and much more.

Bob began his studies at Antioch Col-
lege before joining the U.S. Army in
1943. After the war he volunteered to
use newly acquired language skills to
aid in the reconstruction of post-war
Japan. Like our late colleague former
Senator Mark Hatfield, his experiences
in that war-ravaged country proved to
be a turning point in his life. When he
left Japan in 1948, Bob resumed his for-
mal education and focused his Ph.D.
studies at Cornell on what would be his
lifelong passion—cultural anthro-
pology—and committed himself to a
career of seeking better ways to handle
human problems.

Amid the Cold War and the arms
race, Bob’s drive to reduce intercul-
tural misunderstanding led him to
study first in Vienna, Austria, and late
in Asia where he studied four different
Asian languages.

Upon his return to the U.S., Bob ad-
vised the then-nascent Peace Corps in
1961-1962. During that time, he helped
train the first cohort of Peace Corps
Volunteers to be deployed in Thailand
and wrote a memo to Peace Corps Di-
rector Sargent Shriver titled ‘‘In-Up-
Out.” That concept, specifying how the
Peace Corps would benefit by staying
youthful and vigorous, guides the agen-
cy to this day.

Bob joined the faculty of Stanford
University in 1964. When he retired in
1990, he served as a Courtesy Professor
of International Studies at the Univer-
sity of Oregon, bringing his rare gifts
to Oregonians and visiting students
alike.

While he researched, taught and
studied at Harvard, Stanford, Oregon,
and Cornell, above all, Dr. Textor was
an anthropologist and an important in-
novator in the use of quantitative
methods in comparative global anal-
ysis. He remains a force in what is now
known as anticipatory anthropology
and his work in this field lives on
through the Textor Family Prize for
Excellence in Anticipatory Anthro-
pology.

He wrote a comprehensive book on
the legendary Margaret Mead titled
“The World Ahead,” and, at the re-
quest of Motorola, co-authored an anal-
ysis of its corporate culture titled “Un-
compromising Integrity: Motorola’s
Global Challenge.”

While Dr. Textor will be remembered
by his peers for his academic and gov-
ernmental achievements, Bob Textor’s
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legacy is much more personal. In Port-
land, Bob served on the Metro Future
Vision Commission and helped craft a
report which still guides the Portland
Metro area’s development.

In 1998, Bob’s ‘‘thirst’’ for knowledge
prompted him to found a policy salon
that lives today: The Thirsters. Con-
vened every Thursday except Thanks-
giving, the Thirsters bring together
policy experts, diplomats, business peo-
ple and academicians to thrash out
issues of technology, politics, social
justice, ethics, sustainability and cul-
ture, all done amicably over glasses of
Oregon’s famous home-grown bev-
erages.

To quote his fellow Thirster, Lewis
and Clark College Professor Emeritus
Roger Paget: ‘‘He leaves a significant
legacy, not only in several professional
fields and the community of Thirsters,
but above all in Marisa and Alex, his
children, both of whom imbibed his
love of making sense out of being in
different cultures.”

On behalf of his colleagues, the mil-
lions who have benefitted from their
experience with the Peace Corps and
my constituents in the Thirsters, I
want to express my appreciation for
Bob Textor’s life and service to his
country and the world.e

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 505. A bill to prohibit the use of drones
to kill citizens of the United States within
the United States.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-728. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Occupational Safety and Health
Review Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the Commission’s Buy American Act
Report for fiscal year 2012; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-729. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 19479, ‘“‘Compassionate Release
Authorization Amendment Act of 2012”; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-730. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 19-649, ‘“‘Schedule H Property
Tax Relief Act of 2012”’; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-731. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 19-651, ‘“‘State Board of Edu-
cation Personnel Authority Amendment Act
of 2012”’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-732. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
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