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basketball tournament is about to
begin. But it is March madness in
Washington as well, as the debate
starts today over what kind of country
we are going to leave to our children
and grandchildren.

Later this afternoon, the House be-
gins this conversation in earnest with
a debate over the Federal budget. For
the third year in a row, House Repub-
licans will offer a budget that will bal-
ance, and this time we are putting for-
ward a plan that will do so in 10 years.
We do this by making careful cuts in
spending and without raising your
taxes.

Unfortunately, the President hasn’t
submitted his budget yet; although he
was required by law to do so on Feb-
ruary 4. And the proposed Senate budg-
et raises taxes by $1.5 trillion without
ever balancing.

Mr. Speaker, the pathway to getting
our country back on track begins
today. Let’s remember America’s chil-
dren and grandchildren as we engage in
this important debate.

FORT HOOD

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, 3%
years ago, our Nation was viciously at-
tacked when an Islamic extremist
opened fire on our troops at Fort Hood.
We lost 14 innocent Americans that
day, 12 military servicemembers, one
civilian, and an unborn child.

Since the attack, the Ford Hood com-
munity has seen and felt an outpouring
of support from across the State of
Texas and the Nation, but not from the
Federal Government. Currently, the
troops killed and wounded in this hor-
rible attack are denied the treatment,
benefits, and honors granted to soldiers
who are attacked overseas in a de-
clared combat zone. The Pentagon
deems this attack ‘‘workplace vio-
lence” rather than ‘“‘combat violence.”

This is shameful, and Americans
should be outraged by the administra-
tion’s refusal to acknowledge this
wrong. Our troops were attacked on
U.S. soil in a blatant terrorist attack,
and we owe it to these patriots and all
who wear the uniform to provide for
them. They willingly and admirably
put their lives on the line every day to
protect our freedom.

I urge my colleagues to pass H.R. 705,
the Fort Hood Victims and Families
Benefits Protection Act, and start pro-
viding the needed assistance for the
victims and families of this terrible
tragedy. Our troops deserve better.

May God bless all who serve.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 25, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014, PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. RES. 115, PROVIDING FOR THE
EXPENSES OF CERTAIN COMMIT-
TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES IN THE 113TH
CONGRESS; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 122 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 122

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 25) establishing the budget for
the United States Government for fiscal year
2014 and setting forth appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2015 through 2023. The
first reading of the concurrent resolution
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the concurrent reso-
lution are waived. General debate shall not
exceed four hours, with three hours of gen-
eral debate confined to the congressional
budget equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on the Budget and one hour of
general debate on the subject of economic
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Brady of Texas and
Representative Carolyn Maloney of New
York or their respective designees. After
general debate the concurrent resolution
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. The concurrent resolution
shall be considered as read. No amendment
shall be in order except those printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each amendment
may be offered only in the order printed in
the report, may be offered only by a Member
designated in the report, shall be considered
as read, and shall be debatable for the time
specified in the report equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent. All points of order against such amend-
ments are waived except that the adoption of
an amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall constitute the conclusion of consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution for
amendment. After the conclusion of consid-
eration of the concurrent resolution for
amendment and a final period of general de-
bate, which shall not exceed 10 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Budget, the Committee shall
rise and report the concurrent resolution to
the House with such amendment as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the concur-
rent resolution and amendments thereto to
adoption without intervening motion except
amendments offered by the chair of the Com-
mittee on the Budget pursuant to section
305(a)(5) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 to achieve mathematical consistency.
The concurrent resolution shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
of its adoption.

SEC. 2. On any legislative day during the
period from March 22, 2013, through April 8,
2013—
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(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved;

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment; and

(c) bills and resolutions introduced during
the period addressed by this section shall be
numbered, listed in the Congressional
Record, and when printed shall bear the date
of introduction, but may be referred by the
Speaker at a later time.

SEC. 3. The Speaker may appoint Members
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 2 of
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of
rule 1.

SEC. 4. Each day during the period ad-
dressed by section 2 of this resolution shall
not constitute a calendar day for purposes of
section 7 of the War Powers Resolution (50
U.S.C. 1546).

SEC. 5. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order without intervention of any
point of order to consider in the House the
resolution (H. Res. 115) providing for the ex-
penses of certain committees of the House of
Representatives in the One Hundred Thir-
teenth Congress. The resolution shall be con-
sidered as read. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the resolution to
adoption without intervening motion or de-
mand for division of the question except: (1)
one hour of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on House Admin-
istration; and (2) one motion to recommit
which may not contain instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my good friend,
the ranking member from New York,
pending which time I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, Mr. Speaker,
all time yielded is for the purpose of
debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOODALL. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days to revise and extend their
remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, that
was a mouthful as the Clerk was read-
ing through this resolution, and it was
an exciting mouthful. I'm not sure that
folks actually were able to get from
just the prose the excitement that is in
this rule today.

What this rule provides for is two
very important things. I'm going to
take them in order of my personal pas-
sion, but they’re both equally impor-
tant. Number one, this rule provides
that every single Member of this
House—not just Republicans, not just
Democrats, not just folks who are fa-
vored, not any particular category—
but every single Member of this House
who represents a constituency back
home had an opportunity to submit
their own budget for the United States
of America.

So often, the problem in this town is
not enough good ideas, Mr. Speaker.
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