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I will do everything I can to make sure 
that our country never goes down this 
path again. Nation-building operations, 
where we invade, pacify and administer 
whole countries, is the wrong direction 
for America and must never be re-
peated again. 
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REPEAL THE SEQUESTER 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today 
the Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee will hold a 
hearing on sequestration’s effect on 
implementing safety regulations at the 
Federal Aviation Administration. This 
is an important reminder that critical 
deadlines for the release of rules re-
garding pilot qualifications and train-
ing are fast approaching. 

Just over 4 years ago, dozens of lives 
were lost as Continental Flight 3407 
crashed in my western New York com-
munity. Since then, the families and 
friends of these victims have made 
countless visits to Washington, D.C., 
and advocated to ensure that what hap-
pened to their loved ones will never be 
repeated. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot lose focus 
and allow further delays to the comple-
tion of these already long-overdue 
rules. I urge Congress to repeal the se-
quester for the safety of our flying pub-
lic. 
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THREE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S TAKEOVER 
OF HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
this week marks an anniversary that 
doesn’t warrant celebration. Three 
years ago, President Obama’s takeover 
of health care was signed into law. 

This mountain of stacked paper rep-
resents the 20,000 pages of new regula-
tions in President Obama’s new health 
care law. Each regulation represents 
another shackle on America’s small 
businesses—our job creators. But don’t 
take my word for it. Just ask the folks 
at two of Ohio’s home health care em-
ployers, Interim Health Care in Bridge-
port, who employs 300 hardworking 
Ohioans, or Comfort Keepers in East 
Liverpool, who employs another 230. 
Both companies tell me that President 
Obama’s takeover of health care is 
causing them to seriously reconsider 
the ability to expand and hire more 
employees. In fact, they may not sur-
vive. 

These are just two companies in east-
ern Ohio. What about the thousands of 
small businesses across America? 

President Obama’s health care law is 
a government red tape tower that’s 
raising health care costs, limiting ac-
cess to health care, and it’s hurting job 
creation at a time when we need real 
economic growth. 
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VETERAN EXCELLENCE THROUGH 
EDUCATION ACT 

(Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD. This week 
marks the 10th anniversary of the 
onset of the Iraq war. As our troops re-
turn home, many still face a high un-
employment rate. The statistic is high-
er for women veterans. 

One remedy to this abysmal unem-
ployment rate is education. However, 
for many veterans, the opportunity to 
pursue the necessary education is dif-
ficult because of economic constraints, 
family responsibilities, or lack of infor-
mation about available Federal re-
sources. Similarly, many college cam-
puses struggle to provide veterans with 
these resources. 

That is why I introduced my first bill 
this week, called the Veteran Excel-
lence Through Education Act. This bill 
creates a competitive grant program 
aimed at helping college campuses that 
serve underrepresented populations and 
provides academic and related support 
services for all enrolled veterans in 
these schools. My district has many 
nearby schools with a growing veteran 
student population that would benefit 
from this bill, such as Cal Poly Po-
mona, Cal State San Bernardino, San 
Bernardino Valley Community College, 
and UC Riverside. 

Education is a future investment. It 
is our obligation to assist veterans 
with job training and economic oppor-
tunity in return for their service to our 
country. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 
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REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Every American family 
and small business knows that budgets 
have to be balanced to be sustainable. 
For years, though, Washington hasn’t 
been balancing its budget. The Senate 
hasn’t even be passing them. House Re-
publicans have had enough of this 
‘‘Washington exceptionalism.’’ We’ve 
introduced a budget for the Federal 
Government that will balance in just 10 
years. 

Budgets reveal priorities, and House 
Republicans have revealed ours. We 
want to build a stronger, more pros-
perous future for this generation and 
the next. We want to protect the prom-
ise of Medicare, guarantee account-
ability for the use of taxpayer dollars, 
preserve personal freedoms, and pursue 

commonsense governance. The Amer-
ican people deserve this, and so we’ve 
offered a balanced budget that encour-
ages growth and opportunity for all 
while paving the way for the country 
to get out of debt. 

Will the President follow our lead 
and submit a budget that balances? 
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RYAN BUDGET 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, more 
than 4 months have passed since our 
country reelected President Obama and 
embraced his plans to keep moving our 
country forward. But right now, Repub-
licans are offering a budget proposal 
that includes many of the same ideas 
that voters rejected this fall. The Re-
publican budget would end the Medi-
care guarantee as we know it and re-
peal the Affordable Care Act that’s al-
ready providing benefits to so many 
families in my home State of Rhode Is-
land and across this country. 

Rhode Islanders don’t want another 
Republican budget proposal that jeop-
ardizes our economic recovery, gives 
away billions of dollars in tax subsidies 
to Big Oil, and protects tax breaks to 
companies that ship jobs overseas. 
They want a budget that reflects our 
values and priorities as a Nation, a 
budget that honors the promises we 
made to our seniors, puts our country 
back to work, invests in rebuilding our 
national infrastructure, protects our 
investments in education, and reduces 
our deficit by making smart cuts in 
spending and reforming our Tax Code. 

The Republican budget fails to meet 
any of these standards, and I hope my 
colleagues will join me in opposing it 
this week. 
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PRESIDENT OBAMA GOES TO 
ISRAEL 

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
pleased to announce that over 100 col-
leagues have joined together on both 
sides of the aisle to send a letter to 
President Obama commending his trip 
to Israel and also asking him to use it 
as an opportunity to continue to put 
the imprimatur of the administration 
on a strong U.S.-Israeli relationship. 
We also urge the President to continue 
to make sure that all options are on 
the table as it relates to Iran and their 
nuclear ambitions and that we should 
continue to adopt a policy of preven-
tion and not containment. 

Similarly, we said that we need to 
protect Israel’s Qualitative Military 
Edge and Israel’s inherent right to de-
fend itself, and also recognize that the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process can 
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