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best to protect citizens and colleagues. Cap-
tain DeMarco valued the special bond be-
tween officers, and the great responsibility en-
trusted to the police force as the first to re-
spond during crises.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you for allowing me a
few moments to acknowledge the career of
Captain John DeMarco. | am grateful for his
twenty-six years of service to Niagara Falls,
and | wish him the best of luck as he brings
his expertise in law enforcement to his new
role as a faculty member in the Niagara Uni-
versity Criminal Justice Department.

———
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to recognize the 150th anniver-
sary of Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company,
which was established in the city of San Fran-
cisco in 1863, and which is now
headquartered in my Congressional District in
Novato, California. A celebration of this impor-
tant milestone will be taking place on April 4th
at the Old San Francisco Mint.

Fireman’s Fund has been one of the na-
tion’s premier insurance companies, protecting
the future for individuals, families, and busi-
nesses. Its own history parallels that of both
this state and country. Fireman’s Fund has in-
sured the construction of national landmarks
including the Hoover Dam, the Golden Gate
Bridge, and Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit of St.
Louis.

It survived the Chicago Fire of 1871 and the
San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, playing a
critical role in rebuilding after the devastation.
The company was also there when it mattered
for many displaced people after the Loma
Prieta earthquake of 1989.

This company is a true innovator—the first
insurance provider to write a standing grain
policy in the U.S., the first carrier to offer na-
tionwide automobile insurance and standard-
ized homeowners insurance, and the first
company to add ”green” insurance to their of-
ferings for homes and businesses.

The Fireman’s Fund name, which is her-
alded in California, emanates from the found-
er's arrangement to pay 10 percent of the
company’s profits to support the widows and
orphans of firefighters who died in the line of
duty. That tradition continues today through
the company’s Heritage Program®, providing
fire departments throughout the nation with
life-saving equipment and training. Working in
combination with its employees, agents and
brokers, the company has distributed more
than $30 million to support firefighters for safer
communities since 2004. The company has
also been a benefactor of numerous charities
in the San Francisco Bay Area and its gen-
erosity has added tremendously to the vitality
of our communities.

More than 1,200 Californians work for Fire-
man’s Fund, with the majority of them residing
in my own Congressional District. They are
not only dedicated professionals who partner
with agents and brokers to provide high quality
insurance services, but many spend countless
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hours engaged in volunteer work for a variety
of causes.

| look forward to being at the 150th Anniver-
sary Celebration of Fireman’s Fund on April
4th. It is a great company with outstanding
people and it remains one of California’s most
enduring financial institutions. Given the time
of rapid change in which we live, it is com-
forting to know that companies like Fireman’s
Fund still endure, and | ask my colleagues to
join me in wishing them well with the hope
that they will still be with us for another 150
years.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
less than a month ago | chaired a hearing on
“Anti-Semitism: A Growing Threat to All
Faiths.” One of the witnesses was Tamas
Fellegi, a former minister in the Orban govern-
ment, who is himself Jewish. His testimony
was impressive, as was the long list of signifi-
cant actions the Orban government has taken
to combat anti-Semitism in Hungarian society.

Mr. Fellegi admitted frankly that anti-Semi-
tism is a serious social problem in Hungary.
Fortunately, the Orban government is on a
clear upward trajectory here, and gives every
sign that it will continue to be part of the solu-
tion rather than the problem. I'm confident it
will particularly take on the persistent attempts
to rehabilitate Holocaust perpetrators and vi-
cious anti-Semites, both from the 1930s and
1940s and today. | will certainly continue to
urge it to do so.

We all know that many NGOs and a few
governments, including our own, have been
vocal in criticizing the Hungarian government
on various grounds touching on democracy
and human rights—and that the Hungarian
government and its supporters have rejected
these criticisms vigorously.

Having reviewed material on both sides, |
must say that | believe the Orban government
is right when it says that many of the criti-
cisms are unfair, involving double standards,
misrepresentations, and inaccurate informa-
tion. The Hungarian government has carefully
documented this, for example in its “Open Let-
ter to Freedom House.”

For another example, the administration, in
criticizing the Orban government’s adoption of
a new constitution, claimed in its written testi-
mony to the Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe this week that in “funda-
mental” matters, “the process must lead to a
consensus built from a cross-section of soci-
ety, rather than reflect only the opinions of the
ruling coalition . . . the lack of serious con-
sultation with different sectors of society, did
not honor the democratic spirit . . .” Anyone
familiar with the passage of the Obamacare
legislation might well question whether this is
a message our government is ideally situated
to deliver. Certainly it should have avoided the
rude insinuation about democracy.

Yet we need to continue delivering these
and similar messages to a number of foreign
governments—we must not give in to the cyni-
cism induced by our own or any other govern-
ment’s failings.

E367

But we should be a lot more humble—espe-
cially when we are dealing with a country like
Hungary, where the system of constitutional
checks and balances is alive and well, where
a democratic party with an unprecedented
supermajority and a mandate for dramatic
change, gained in a free and fair election,
passed a democratic constitution and shows
itself open to working with others to amend
and improve the flaws in its new laws. This is
a conversation between equals, and there is a
lot we can learn from Hungary. I'm thinking
particularly here of the constitutional cap on
public debt and the statement that life will be
protected in the womb.

I'd like to congratulate the Hungarian gov-
ernment for the many laudable things in the
new constitution—many things that advance
human rights, including the prohibition of
human trafficking, reproductive cloning, and its
promotion of the culture of life. And for the
rest, | look forward to a continuing conversa-
tion with the Hungarian government about
their and our constitutional traditions and how
they can both be improved.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise with my colleagues Congress-
man MIKE THOMPSON, Congressman JERRY
McNERNEY and Congressman ERIC SWALWELL
to recognize the unparalleled career of Mr.
Stephen Weir and congratulate him as he re-
tires after forty years of public service on be-
half of the people of Contra Costa County.
Steve Weir has been known throughout our
community as a man of uncommon commit-
ment and unwavering integrity.

Born in Richmond, California and raised in
Pleasant Hill, Steve has been a life-long resi-
dent of Contra Costa County. Following his
graduation with Honors from the University of
California at Berkeley, Steve moved back to
Central County to begin his career as a public
servant. He won his first elected position in
1973 as the Contra Costa Water District Direc-
tor. After serving seven years in that capacity,
Steve was elected to the Concord City Council
in 1980, and in 1984 he was selected by his
colleagues to serve a two-year term as Con-
cord’s Mayor. During this time, Steve also took
on the responsibilities of regional Commis-
sioner for the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission, and became Chairman in 1991.

It was in 1989, following the death of Coun-
ty Recorder Jim Olson, that Steve was ap-
pointed to fill the vacant seat for County Re-
corder. Steve was subsequently elected to the
office in 1990 and has been returned to the
position by voters every four years since.

As County Clerk-Recorder, Steve imme-
diately went to work streamlining the Clerk of-
fice system from five offices spread throughout
Martinez, to one consolidated, state-of-the-art
facility. Leveraging nearly $13 million in fed-
eral and state grant funding, he developed
and purchased a vote tabulation system and
introduced electronic recording to our county.
Steve’s efficiency continued to garner favor-
able results as his implementation of a depart-
ment-wide Performance Management Program
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