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enforcement groups as well as second
amendment advocates, including the
second largest gun rights group that
exists, consisting of more than 650,000
members.

The measure would keep guns out of
the hands of dangerous criminals by re-
quiring background checks for private
gun sales at gun shows and over the
Internet.

Mr. President, whether you are from
a pro-gun State such as Vermont or
Nevada—even in those States, huge
amounts, huge numbers of people sup-
port this legislation. Nationwide, about
90 percent of the people support this
legislation, including 75 percent of
NRA members.

So I am optimistic and hopeful that
cooperation from both sides will con-
tinue and that victims of gun violence
will get the debate and votes they de-
serve, including pro-gun advocates who
want votes of their own liking.

So I hope we can move forward. It
would be a shame if we got into a pro-
cedural hassle on all this stuff. We
want to debate the issues. And as I
have indicated to the Republican lead-
er, we are not trying to cut off amend-
ments. The ones we agree to start de-
bating, that is not a limit as to what
we are going to do. I want to have a
full, complete debate on guns, and we
will carry this on just as long as pos-
sible.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

————
BOSTON MARATHON ATTACKS

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
today the thoughts of every American
are with the people of Boston but espe-
cially with the many victims of yester-
day’s horrendous attacks and their
families.

Many who were looking forward to
celebrating the achievement of a loved
one yesterday woke up to the grim re-
ality of facing the rest of their lives
with a disfiguring injury. For them,
yesterday’s attacks were the beginning
of a long and difficult journey. Three
others who lined up to encourage oth-
ers, including an 8-year-old boy who
was there to cheer on his dad at the
finish line, lost their lives in the blast.

We pray in a special way for these
families.

As the President said yesterday, the
two parties stand united today in our
deepest sympathy for all those who
were affected firsthand by these hei-
nous attacks and in our unshakable—
unshakable—resolve to bring those re-
sponsible, and any others who are con-
templating acts like this, to justice.

These horrific attacks are a grim re-
minder of the hatred and contempt
that many continue to harbor in their
hearts not only for our Nation and its
freedoms but for innocent human life.
On 9/11 we were forever disabused of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

notion that attacks like the one that
rocked Boston yesterday only happen
on the field of battle or in distant
countries. With the passage of time,
however, and the vigilant efforts of our
military, intelligence, and law enforce-
ment professionals, I think it is safe to
say for many the complacency that
prevailed prior to September 11 has ac-
tually returned. So we are newly re-
minded that serious threats to our way
of life remain.

Today, again, we recommit ourselves
to the fight against terrorism at home
and abroad.

Another point: As always, we marvel
at the courage and the selflessness of
those who rushed to the scene after
yesterday’s blasts. In moments like
this, we see the worst of humanity and
the best of our fellow citizens: whether
it was the exhausted marathoners who
became helpers and healers the mo-
ment they realized what had happened;
the doctors and nurses who had ex-
pected the usual marathon day uptick
in cases of dehydration or exhaustion
but who spent the rest of their day
handling far worse; or the first re-
sponders and law enforcement officials
who rushed to the scene with total dis-
regard for their own safety, including
those who tore down a fence to get to
the wounded before they were even
sure the area was safe.

We honor all of them today.

Those responsible for this act of ter-
ror will be brought to justice for their
deeds. But today our thoughts are
mainly with the victims, their fami-
lies, and friends—and all those whose
lives have suddenly been turned upside
down by the wicked designs of those re-
sponsible. For most of us, it is hard to
imagine how anyone could even con-
template doing something like this.
But, as always, as a nation, we will
face this sad reality head on and show
the world that America does not cower
in the face of it.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling
the first half.

The Senator from Maryland.

————

LIBRARY PROJECT

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, Balti-
more, like many other major cities,
has struggled to educate its children.
Recent statistics indicate that the
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number of third graders reading below
grade level in Baltimore is double the
State average. This is especially trou-
bling in light of the numerous national
studies showing that for every six stu-
dents who are not reading proficiently
by third grade, one will not graduate.

Across the United States, research
has shown that students in schools
with good school libraries learn more,
get better grades, and score higher on
standardized tests than their peers in
schools without libraries.

We have a program, the qualified
zone academy bonds, that is available
to help school districts in areas such as
improving their libraries. Since 2001
Baltimore City has used those funds.
Recently we extended the program
through 2013. Academy bonds are im-
portant, but much more needs to be
done to help our students.

Let me share with my colleagues a
wonderful initiative, the Baltimore El-
ementary and Middle School Library
Project, which is leveraging academy
bonds and bringing in additional part-
ners to maximize the resources avail-
able for hard-pressed schools and stu-
dents. The Harry and Jeanette
Weinberg Foundation is spearheading
this initiative. The Weinberg Founda-
tion is one of the largest private chari-
table foundations in the United States.
The Weinberg Foundation provides ap-
proximately $100 million each year to
nonprofits that provide direct services
to low-income and vulnerable individ-
uals and families, primarily in the
United States and Israel. Since 1990 the
foundation has made grants totaling
$1.6 billion—that is billion with a *“b.”

The foundation was created by Harry
Weinberg. His family emigrated from
Eastern Europe to the United States in
1911. Harry Weinberg began his life in
poverty, but he eventually built a
transportation empire which extended
into real estate. The fortune Harry
Weinberg amassed now has grown to
more than $2 billion. These are the as-
sets behind the Weinberg Foundation’s
grant-making.

Senator MIKULSKI and I are very
proud that the Weinberg Foundation is
based in our Baltimore City. I knew
Harry Weinberg. I know the Weinberg
family. I am very fortunate to have
that relationship. The foundation has
helped so many people, particularly in
affordable housing, immigrant serv-
ices, poverty issues, and humanitarian
needs.

I would like to acknowledge the role
my former State director, Bailey Fine,
has played with the Weinberg Founda-
tion.

I could list dozens of major chari-
table projects and initiatives that bear
the name of the Weinberg Foundation,
including a $10-million grant to fund
emergency services for Holocaust sur-
vivors in North America; a $9.6 million
commitment to make Maryland a
model for care of lower income, older
adults; a $3 million investment in af-
fordable housing for persons with dis-
abilities, which includes a joint ven-
ture with the State of Maryland—the
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first of its kind in the Nation. The
Weinberg Foundation also has stepped
up in times of global crisis, providing
millions of dollars of relief grants in
the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and
Sandy and emergency funding for hu-
manitarian efforts following the Haiti
earthquake in 2010 and the Indian
Ocean tsunami in 2004.

In 2011 the Weinberg Foundation
joined forces with a group of innova-
tive and committed individuals to ini-
tiate a simple vision: transform Balti-
more City school libraries to create
larger, lasting change by increasing lit-
eracy rates and inspiring students.
Words such as ‘“‘partnership” and ‘‘col-
laboration” are often overused, but
these concepts are central to the li-
brary project, a real-world demonstra-
tion of the power of combining re-
sources directed toward a common
goal.

To date, with the help of more than
30 government, nongovernment, and
community partners and individuals,
many who have traveled to Washington
today, the library project has gone far
beyond a simple makeover by creating
completely transformed, well-designed,
well-equipped spaces that send a simple
but powerful message to young stu-
dents in Baltimore City: They deserve
the best. The Weinberg Foundation and
its partners believe this manuscript for
meaningful change can be applied to
any city where people from nonprofits
and public and private entities are will-
ing to focus on a plan and then roll up
their sleeves to make it happen.

The first of these refurbished librar-
ies was dedicated in the fall of 2012. I
was privileged to be able to visit and
see firsthand how impressive this refur-
bished library is. Three more are sched-
uled to open this fall, with a total of 12
planned through 2015. The Weinberg
Foundation has supported 30 percent of
the capital project cost, is providing 4
years of additional staff support and
professional development funds for the
library. The Weinberg Foundation’s
support also goes to fund new books, up
to 4,000 per space. Overall, the founda-
tion has made a $5 million, 4-year com-
mitment to this initiative, and the
children of Baltimore will benefit.

Each transformed library features
thousands of new books and the latest
in learning technology, including new
computers and e-readers. As you can
see from the photo I have brought to
the floor, these are very impressive
spaces and really go a long way to
making them friendly places for stu-
dents.

In addition to the direct educational
benefits of these new spaces, one of the
goals of the library project is to help
each transformed library become a hub
for greater school community. Because
the Weinberg Foundation wants this
project to be a successful model for
years to come, it has partnered with
the Baltimore Education Research
Consortium to evaluate the impact of
this space within the school commu-
nity. Evaluations are underway at the
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first three libraries and involve stu-
dents, teachers, and community mem-
bers.

In addition to supplying books as
part of each renovation, the Weinberg
Foundation and its partners wanted to
do even more to equip these new spaces
with the gift and adventure of reading.
As part of the first year of the library
project, the foundation launched a
huge book drive with more than 40
partners and 100 pickup locations. It
was clear that my fellow Marylanders
were eager to contribute directly to
this project, donating some 13,000
books valued at over $75,000.

I share the story with my colleagues
and the rest of the country because,
just like a favorite book, it should be
shared. The library project goes beyond
funding, blueprints, bright new designs,
and even state-of-the-art learning tech-
nologies. These libraries will improve
reading and learning opportunities for
countless children, helping to break
the grinding cycle of poverty by pro-
viding young people with the hope and
the tools for success in life.

As I said, this is a story that needs to
be shared. The devoted officers and
staff of the Harry and Jeanette
Weinberg Foundation and all the other
participants in the library project
would welcome the opportunity to tell
this marvelous tale over and over and
see it duplicated across the country.

Time constraints prevent me from
talking about all of the partners in the
library project. I mentioned the Fed-
eral partners, and I have highlighted
the Weinberg Foundation’s lead role,
but everyone involved deserves rec-
ognition and our heartfelt thanks.

I ask unanimous consent that the list
of the other partners and the descrip-
tions of their contributions be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

FEDERAL/STATE FUNDING

In 2001, Baltimore City Public Schools
began applying for Qualified Zone Academy
Bond (QZAB) funds that are used for the ren-
ovation of public school libraries. The QZAB
funds renovate the physical space at each lo-
cation and ensure proper configuration, envi-
ronmental abatement, quality air control,
lighting, and flooring for a few approved li-
braries each year. To qualify for QZAB
funds, the school must be located in either
an Empowerment Zone or Enterprise Com-
munity with 35% or more of its students eli-
gible for the free or reduced price meal pro-
gram.

As of 2011, 53 City School libraries have
been renovated with $14.2 million in QZAB
funds and with more than $2.5 million of do-
nated in-kind volunteer hours. City Schools
have also contributed an additional $8.5 mil-
lion for architectural/mechanical work, con-
struction costs and furniture. The Baltimore
Elementary and Middle School Library
Project has leveraged these funds and
brought in additional partners to maximize
additional resources for schools and stu-
dents.

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

As a partner in the Library Project, the

district is providing guidance and academic
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and facilities support in the creation of new
and newly renovated school libraries that
will contribute to 2lst-century learning and
position students for success.

ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION
Advisory Committee Member.
ART WITH A HEART

For the Library Project, Art with a Heart
will work with volunteers to create a mosaic
for each of the three schools. All of the mo-
saics will incorporate the Library Project
logo, however, each mosaic will be personal-
ized to reflect the individual school commu-
nity.

ASSOCIATION OF BALTIMORE AREA
GRANTMAKERS

ABAG will publicize the library effort to
ABAG members, particularly the Education
Funders Affinity Group, through ABAG’s
monthly Members’ Memo, website, and so-
cial media. ABAG will write a Daily Record
article, and will be helpful in other ways
identified over the life of the initiative.

BALTIMORE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The Baltimore Community Foundation en-
courages its donors to participate in the Li-
brary Project, which fits into BCF’s overall
vision for successful schools and successful
students. The Library Project is a prime ex-
ample of how a foundation can attract pri-
vate sector partners to address a public need,
inviting businesses and individuals to find
ways to join together in promising Balti-
more’s youth a brighter future.

BALTIMORE EDUCATION RESEARCH CONSTORTIUM
(BERC)

In relation to the Baltimore Library
Project, BERC will examine the change expe-
rienced at the first three library openings at
Moravia Park Elementary, Southwest Balti-
more Charter, and Thomas Johnson Elemen-
tary/Middle School.

BALTIMORE READS

Baltimore Reads assures that teachers
have classroom libraries and that students
receive books that they may take home. The
Library Project complements the work of
the Baltimore Reads’ Book Bank, which col-
lects and redistributes children’s books all
over the Baltimore region at no cost to re-
cipients.

BALTIMORE SUN

The Baltimore Sun commitment at this
time will be to deliver 25 papers each day (M-
F) to each of the first six schools. The value
of the papers for a year at full retail price is
$11,700, a total of $70,200 for all six schools!

BARNES AND NOBLE

Barnes and Noble will provide 400 Nook
digital devices and Certified Pre-Owned
Nook digital devices, at special discounted
prices for this project. Barnes and Noble will
donate up to 20 hours of student and teacher
training per month to ensure that every user
is comfortable with the technology.

BOGDAN COMPUTER SERVICES

Bogdan Computer Services was responsible
for the design and implementation of the
Baltimore Library Project website. Its staff
has also been a tremendous asset in tech-
nology purchases and book drive donations.

COMCAST

Previously Comcast has offered in-studio
and on location filming and interviews which
will be aired on CNN Headline News. This
sponsorship package was valued at nearly
$100,000. Comcast will continue to review ad-
ditional ways to sponsor the Library Project.

CPS GUMPERT

Partners in the Weinberg Library Project
through the graphic design and printing of
event signage, promotional products, and
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printed materials. We look forward to par-
ticipating in the program as it continues to
gTowW.
DLA PIPER
Financial donation.
DYSLEXIA TUTORING PROGRAM

The mission of The Dyslexia Tutoring Pro-
gram is to provide free screening and reme-
dial tutoring for low-income adults and chil-
dren throughout Maryland with dyslexia and
other language based learning differences.
Volunteers take a free 20-hr training course
in preparation for tutoring. The program
works to achieve the following: (1) Train
teachers in Orton-Gillingham, a proven
method of teaching reading, writing and
spelling; (2) Tutor students that are accepted
into our program by providing free tutoring;
(3) Provide In-Service Workshops to school
staff to help identify potential students.

ENOCH PRATT FREE LIBRARY

The Enoch Pratt Free Library will be a
major partner in the library project. Each el-
ementary school library will include an
“Enoch Pratt Parent Corner” with a com-
puter connecting parents to the Enoch Pratt
system. In addition, each library will have a
permanent loan collection on parenting
books and other appropriate adult literature.
Enoch Pratt will also provide four Family
Reading Circle programs during the school
year. This six-week program brings a library
professional to the school, with high-quality
books and dinner for the group. Enoch Pratt
will also provide limited funding for students
to take public transportation from their
homes or from school to the closest Pratt Li-
brary. Finally, Enoch Pratt Free Library
will host students from each school for field
trips to the central library each year. The
estimated value of this partnership is $20,000
per library, or $80,000 for the first four librar-
ies.

FUND FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

The Fund for Educational Excellence has
worked side by side with Baltimore City
Public Schools for over 25 years securing the
financial, human, and knowledge resources
necessary to support policy and practice re-
sulting in increased student achievement for
Baltimore City Public School students. On
this project the Fund serves as the fiscal
agent working as an intermediary between
City Schools and the Harry and Jeanette
Weinberg Foundation to ensure all grant dol-
lars are allocated to the project appro-
priately.

HEART OF AMERICA FOUNDATION

HOA will coordinate the purchasing, sort-
ing, cataloging and delivery of brand new li-
brary books for each school. In addition, to
address the fact that as many as 61 percent
of children from low income families do not
have any books in the home, HOA will pro-
vide three books per student for his or her
home library. This year, HOA will deliver
more than 9,800 library books in total and
over 4,800 take home books for the students
for this project.

INCITE CREATIVE

The firm’s focus group facilitation with
students and their parents helped guide their
design and development of the Library
Project’s logo and overall identity.

JRS ARCHITECTS, INC

JRS Architects, Inc., as a consultant to
Baltimore City Public Schools, will work
closely with Kirk Designs to incorporate the
elements of the concept plan into the archi-
tectural plans, including coordination of pro-
posed lighting and technology with elec-
trical and data plans, incorporation of floor,
wall and window treatments into the con-
struction documents. JRS Architects will
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also help coordinate the efforts of other part-
ners donating technology and equipment to
ensure smooth coordination into the finished
library. JRS Architects, Inc. will be donat-
ing the time required to coordinate the ef-
forts of the partners in the three QZAB-fund-
ed projects.
KIRK DESIGNS

Kirk Designs Inc. will design and detail all
aspects of the library pertaining to selec-
tions for, but not limited to, lighting, floor-
ing, wall and window treatments as well as
all furnishings while creating a usable and
exciting space for grades Pre-K through
Eight. Kirk Designs will interface with ven-
dors as well as provide and enforce a sched-
ule for completion. Kirk Designs will be do-
nating a substantial design cost for each
project, approximately $15,000 per library.

KNOTT MECHANICAL

Knott Mechanical will provide for modi-
fications to the libraries’ existing air dis-
tribution systems including installation of
new diffusers and low-pressure ductwork to
conform with the new designs. Knott Me-
chanical is one of the Baltimore metropoli-
tan area’s premier commercial HVAC and
plumbing service providers, serving more
than 150 clients including Johns Hopkins and
Comcast.

MARYLAND FOOD BANK

Maryland Food Bank is happy to inves-
tigate the implementation of their school
pantry program in each of these school loca-
tions and can also help with summer feeding
programs when school is out of session.

PARKS AND PEOPLE FOUNDATION

Parks & People will consider each ren-
ovated library as a potential site for after
school and summer programming. Site as-
sessments for the first six libraries could
amount to as much as $2,000 per site, or a
total of $12,000. For libraries that are deter-
mined to be a fit for an after school or sum-
mer program, services provided would range
from $5,000-$80,000 per site. The organization
is also involved in green initiatives at each
school including asphalt removal and the
creation of reading gardens.

RAISING A READER

Raising A Reader is partnering with the
Weinberg Foundation to provide library
project schools with an opportunity to im-
plement the program in kindergarten class-
rooms. The partnership covers the cost of
training, materials and the financial support
needed to implement Raising A Reader for
many of our youngest learners and their
families.

STATE OF MARYLAND/MARYLAND STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The State of Maryland, through The Mary-
land State Department of Education will
provide focused technical assistance by
working with the Manager for Library Media
Services for the Baltimore City Public
Schools to support the library/media special-
ists in the Weinberg Library Project schools
with the incorporation of digital resources,
the utilization of the MDK12 Digital Library,
assistance with professional development
needs, and with collection development.
MSDE staff will also facilitate linkages with
public libraries to promote professional de-
velopment opportunities and broaden access
to materials. During the transition to the
new Maryland State Common Core Cur-
riculum, MSDE staff will commit time and
energy to supporting the work of the library/
media center specialists in providing assist-
ance to teachers who are engaged in inte-
grating primary resources into their lessons.

UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL MARYLAND

As part of United Way Worldwide’s effort

to cut the high school dropout rate in half,
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United Way of Central Maryland has joined
their call to help recruit one million readers,
tutors and mentors and will launch a new
volunteer program: Read, Learn, Succeed
this fall. We look forward to recruiting mem-
bers of the community to read to young chil-
dren to fill in some of the volunteer gaps
that exist in many local programs.
VPC, INC.

Handles all of the production and multi-
media content creation for Library Project
events.

WELLS FARGO

Wells Fargo is proud to further its commit-
ment to Baltimore City students by serving
as the Baltimore Elementary and Middle
School Library Project’s Financial Literacy
Partner. Their commitment will include a
$20,000 donation to fund library technology
thereby providing access to a world of infor-
mation including www.handsonbanking.com,
the online portal to its free financial lit-
eracy program. The company also commits
its most valued resource, the time and talent
of local Wells Fargo team members. Local
team members will provide financial literacy
to members of the Weinberg Library commu-
nities, including teachers, students and their
families. Additionally, through Wells Far-
g0’s Reading First program, team members
will read aloud to Pre-K through 1st grade
classes to support early childhood literacy
and will then donate those books to the li-
brary.

Mr. CARDIN. I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

———

COMMEMORATING VIRGINIA TECH
SHOOTING

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise to
perform a solemn duty today, which is
to commemorate the shooting at Vir-
ginia Tech of 32 students and faculty
members who were Killed 6 years ago
today and many others who were in-

jured:

Ross Alameddine, Jamie Bishop,
Brian Bluhm, Ryan Clark, Austin
Michelle Cloyd, Jocelyne Couture-

Nowak, Daniel Alejandro Perez Cueva,
Kevin Granata, Matthew Gwaltney,
Caitlin Hammaren, Jeremy Herbstritt,
Rachael Elizabeth Hill, Emily Hilscher,
Jarrett Lane, Matthew La Porte,

Henry Lee, Liviu Librescu, G.V.
Loganathan, Partahi Mamora
Halomoan Lumbantoruan, Lauren

McCain, Daniel O’Neil, Juan Ramon
Ortiz-Ortiz, Minal Panchal, Erin Peter-
son, Michael Pohle, Julia Pryde, Mary
Karen Read, Reema Samaha, Waleed
Mohammed Shaalan, Leslie Sherman,
Maxine Turner, and Nichole White.

I read those names to honor those
who were killed and had their lives
snuffed out on April 16, 2007. I acknowl-
edge also that many students and fac-
ulty members were injured. We have
with us today both family members of
those who are deceased and even some
students who were injured. I also honor
all in the Hokie, the Virginia Tech
community that is very close, that
still suffers the wounds from this hor-
rible shooting.

In the aftermath of the shooting at
Virginia Tech 6 years ago today, we
learned a lot. We learned that we have
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