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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 67,
nays 32, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 116 Leg.]

YEAS—67
Ayotte Hagan Murray
Baldwin Harkin Nelson
Baucus Heinrich Pryor
Begich Heitkamp Reed
Bennet Hirono Reid
Blumenthal Isakson Rockefeller
Boxer Johanns Sanders
Brown Johnson (SD) Schatz
Cantyvell Kgme Schumer
Cardin King ;
Carper Kirk Sessions
Casey Klobuchar Shaheen
Chambliss Landrieu Shelby
Cochran Leahy Stabenow
Collins Levin Tester
Coons Manchin Udall (CO)
Cowan McCain Udall (NM)
Donnelly McCaskill Warner
Durbin Menendez Warren
Feinstein Merkley Whitehouse
Franken Mikulski Wicker
Gillibrand Murkowski Wyden
Graham Murphy
NAYS—32

Alexander Enzi Moran
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blunt Flake Portman
Boozman Grassley Risch
Burr Hatch Roberts
Coats Heller Rubio
Coburn Hoeven Scott
Corker Inhofe
Cornyn Johnson (WI) $hune

oomey
Crapo Lee Vitter
Cruz McConnell

NOT VOTING—1
Lautenberg

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 60-
vote threshold having been achieved,
the amendment is agreed to.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote and I move to
lay that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

CHANGE OF VOTE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, on roll-
call vote 116, I voted ‘‘yea.” It was my
intention to vote ‘‘nay.” Therefore, 1
ask unanimous consent that I be per-
mitted to change my vote since it will
not affect the outcome.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The foregoing tally has Dbeen
changed to reflect the above order.)

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I have a
unanimous consent request. I will
make it in a minute.

We are making good progress. We
have three amendments in order now:
the Blunt amendment No. 800, Pryor
amendment 806, and Inhofe amendment
No. 835. I ask they be the following
amendments in that order to be consid-
ered; further, that no second-degree
amendments be in order to these
amendments prior to votes in relation
to the amendments. That is my re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?
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Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, we are
well on our way to getting this bill
done, I hope. The Whitehouse amend-
ment was one that was overwhelmingly
supported. I hope that will set the tone
for this particular bill; that we will
come forward together; that we will
not have contentious issues that divide
us and divide the American people on a
bill that is so motherhood and apple
pie as this one is, which is to make
sure our ports are dredged, that our
flood control projects are done, that
our environmental restoration of wet-
lands is done. It is a very simple,
straightforward bill.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

I further ask unanimous consent that
immediately following my remarks
here Senator WHITEHOUSE be recog-
nized for up to 5 minutes to thank the
Senate for this vote—I know he has
worked exceedingly hard on this—and
then there be a period of morning busi-
ness for up to 30 minutes, with each
Senator allowed to speak for up to 10
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, amend-
ment No. 799, as amended, is agreed to
and is considered original text for the
purposes of further amendment.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
appreciate the chairman’s leadership
and her offer of 5 minutes of time. I
will not need anything near that. I
want to take this moment to extend to
all of my colleagues a very heartfelt
thank you for that last vote.

I yield the floor.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate is in a
period of morning business.

The Senator from Virginia.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
H. CON. RES. 25

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise
to make a few remarks and to make a
motion. Everyone in this body knows
one of the issues, the issue I believe is
most holding back our economic recov-
ery and most holding back our ability
to sort through so many issues our
country faces, is the issue of our debt
and deficit. We are like $17 trillion in
debt. The debt goes up over $4 billion
every night when we go to sleep. This
problem is structural in nature. Time
alone will not solve this issue.

In the last 4 years, my time in the
Senate, there has been no issue on
which I have spent more time, spent
more effort trying to reach out. I un-
derstand many of my colleagues actu-
ally try to avoid me in the hallways
now because they fear they are going
to get a Mark Warner harangue on the
debt and deficit.
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I also know the only way we are
going to get this issue resolved is if
both sides are willing to meet each
other in the middle. This is a problem
that cannot be solved by continuing to
cut back on discretionary spending. It
will require, yes, more revenues, and it
will require entitlement reform. Those
are issues where, unfortunately, in
many ways our parties have not found
agreement.

We have all agreed as well at least
that, while we do not have to solve this
problem overnight, we need at least $4
trillion in debt reduction over the next
10 years. The good thing is, while we
have been lurching from budget crisis
to budget crisis, we have gotten half-
way to our goal. The good news as well
is that this year both the Senate and
the House adopted budget resolutions.
As I said on the floor in March, I be-
lieve the Senate budget was a solid
first chapter toward producing a bal-
anced fiscal plan for our country. My
vote for the Senate budget—and it was
not a budget on which I would agree
with every component part—was a vote
for progress, a vote for regular order,
regular order that so many of my dis-
tinguished colleagues who served here
much longer than I say is the glue that
holds this institution together.

It has now been 46 days since the
Senate passed its budget. Unfortu-
nately, there are certain colleagues on
the other side of the aisle who seem to
block our ability to go to conference.
In a few minutes—just 2 minutes—I
will ask my colleagues to agree to au-
thorize the Chair to name a conference
to the Budget Committee. Unfortu-
nately, I expect that request to be ob-
jected to. I find that extremely dis-
appointing. I can only speak at this
point for folks from Virginia, but no
single other issue is as overriding, as I
travel across Virginia and I imagine for
most of my colleagues as they travel
across their States. At the end of the
day, Americans, Virginians, want us to
work together and get this issue
solved.

We have seen, over the last 2. years,
as we have lurched from manufactured
budget crisis to budget crisis, the ef-
fects on the stock market, on job cre-
ation, and our overall recovery. We
have a chance to put this behind us. We
need to find the kind of common
ground between the House budget pro-
posal and the Senate budget proposal
on which so many have called upon us
to work.

Again, I am going to make this mo-
tion in a moment. I want to add one
last point. I appreciate some of the
calls we have had from colleagues on
the Republican side over the last cou-
ple of years for the Senate to pass a
budget. I believed we needed to pass
that budget. Mr. President, 46 days ago,
after 100 amendments and a session
that went until 5 o’clock in the morn-
ing, we passed such a document. I
think it is time now that we allow the
Senate to announce its conferees to
meet with the House, to get a budget
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