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that it’s growing so fast we may never
be able to catch it. That’s a huge prob-
lem.

Now, the slides I'm showing the
House tonight are not TODD ROKITA
slides. They are the House Budget
Committee slides. The Democrats on
the House Budget Committee don’t dis-
agree with the data. There certainly is
disagreement about how to fix the
problem, but more and more every day,
more astonishingly, I find out that
many believe there is not a problem
with that graph I just showed you.
Here is what the Federal Government
is spending its money on. I pulled out
two pieces of the pie to show that
that’s what we vote on in terms of our
budget: non-defense discretionary and
defense discretionary.

We call this funding ‘‘discretionary”’
because we can dial it up or we can dial
it down depending on our wishes and
our votes here in this Congress and if
the Senate agrees or doesn’t. Then the
President chimes in, albeit late—cer-
tainly not on time—with his budget,
but it all focuses on not more than
about 40 percent of our total Federal
spending. The rest of it is all on auto-
pilot. We don’t get to dial it up or dial
it down. I don’t get to decide what the
retirees in this country will get in
terms of a Social Security check. I
don’t get to decide what services
they’re going to get or what fees their
health care providers are going to pay
for those services through Medicare.
That’s all decided in the underlying,
substantive bills we’ve passed regard-
ing those programs.

Unless we amend those programs, un-
less we amend that law, we will never
get to what’s driving most of our debt,
representing about two-thirds of our
Federal spending. Again, Social Secu-
rity: $768 billion per year; Medicare:
$466 billion per year; Medicaid: $251 bil-
lion per year; the interest we owe our-
selves and other countries for this
debt: $223 billion per year; other man-
datory spending that I can’t dial up or
dial down nor can you, Mr. Speaker:
$647 billion per year—all on autopilot.
Until we get to this, we will never get
to reducing or to even stabilizing our
debt. That’s the problem.
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Some people have asked about mili-
tary spending. Some people have asked
about cutting it more, even though
we’ve had drastic cuts already. Some
people have asked about foreign aid
spending. Some people have asked
about earmark spending and wouldn’t
that solve the problem.

I believe that all that should be
looked at, including the military. This
is a Republican saying that. I believe
there is tremendous waste, fraud, and
abuse in our military system. I think
it’s immoral to have that waste, fraud,
and abuse and not get every possible
dollar we can to the troops.

But having said that, even if we had
no military, it would only solve 20 per-
cent of our Federal spending; and, of
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course, one of our first constitutional
duties is to provide for the common de-
fense. A military is necessary. It needs
to be run a lot better. And there’s a
lack of leadership right now amongst
our military ranks. It’s not leading
when you come here to the Congress
asking for more money for your pet
projects and not doing what you can to
eliminate the waste, fraud, and abuse
in the military.

I know there’s waste, fraud, and
abuse in the military because they
can’t even be audited. It’s not because
there’s a statute, Mr. Speaker, against
them being audited. It’s because they
can’t even bring themselves to an audit
table to be audited. They’'re so big and
they’re so sloppy; they don’t know
what they spend their money on most
of the time. That is wrong. That’s
wrong for our troops.

Regarding the social entitlement
programs, regarding our health care
programs, many folks come to me and
say, Wait a minute, I paid into those
programs. I've been paying into those
programs through my paycheck all my
life. Don’t you dare call them ‘‘social
entitlement programs.” You Kknow
what? They’re right. We do pay into
these programs—most of us—through
our working lives.

Here’s another truth, and here’s a
more specific truth, Mr. Speaker. L.ook
at this graph. On average, a couple who
made $71,000 or so per year through
their working lives—this is about
Medicare—will have paid in about 35
percent of what they’re actually taking
out of Medicare. And that 65 percent
difference, Mr. Speaker, that comes
out of our kids. That comes out of the
grandchildren that don’t exist yet.
That’s part of our national debt. That’s
part of the $17 trillion and the $100 tril-
lion that’s coming. That’s what’s
wrong.

We are taxing the children of tomor-
row who don’t have any voice in this,
except for mine, yours, and others who
decide to stand for them. They don’t
have any voice in this. We’re taxing
them so, frankly, we can have more on
our plate now. That’s what’s got to
stop. It’s got to stop with the debt ceil-
ing that’s going to come up probably
for a vote this fall.

Which way will we go, Mr. Speaker?
What will we do to ensure that the
children of tomorrow don’t have to pay
for the bills of today? It will take cour-
age. Frankly, it will take, Mr. Speaker,
more than this Congress. We can’t wait
for Washington to do this alone. We
need the help of the people; and that’s
why I take to the floor tonight ulti-
mately, Mr. Speaker, to get the word
out.

I know that this American family,
once they know the facts, once they
know the truth, they will speak that
truth to power. They will demand
change; they will demand to live with-
in their means again because that’s
what every American generation has
done before, wanting the next one to be
better off. That’s what Americans
today want too.
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I tell this to you, Mr. Speaker, and
all the Members of this House, that
when there’s a direct conflict between
the people in the here and now and the
people of tomorrow—those without a
voice, those who don’t exist yet—that’s
why they don’t have the voice—when
there’s that direct conflict in terms of
a vote on an issue, on a bill, at every
turn we ought to be thinking about the
kids. We ought to be thinking about
the grandchildren; we ought to be
thinking about those who don’t yet
exist. And we ought to vote for them,
even if it means voting against us in
the here and now.

And the debt ceiling is an oppor-
tunity to do that, because if and when
we raise this debt ceiling, the amount
we raise it by will simply be another
tax on top of a debt that we’ve already
given them.

What are we going to get for that? If
they have to pay that tax, how can we
ensure through reform that these pro-
grams and other items, that by the
time they become an age of majority,
that they won’t have to pay that kind
of debt load? That’s the question before
us.
Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the
time. I thank this House for the time.
I thank the staff for their work, and I
look forward to talking with this
House again about these issues
throughout the summer.

I yield back the balance of my time.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today and for
the balance of the week on account of
a minor surgery due to unforeseen
medical reasons.

Mrs. WAGNER (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today and for the balance
of the week on account of her son, Ste-
phen Wagner’s graduation from Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, Mis-
souri.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m.),
the House adjourned until tomorrow,
Friday, May 17, 2013, at 9 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1505. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter
regarding the Department’s support of the
National Boy Scout Jamboree; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

1506. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Native
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