June 12, 2013

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself the balance of the time.

At this time, I'd like to thank Mr.
SMITH. This is our third bill that we’ve
worked on in these positions, and I
think we’ve become better friends over
the years. We understand each other.
We know that we, at times, will have
disagreements.

I have to confess, I’'ve been married
now 50 years, and my wife and I have
had a couple of disagreements. I was al-
ways wrong, and she’s stood by me, and
we’ve had a great relationship.

And we have a great relationship
working in this committee. Likewise,
our staff. I think they have done yeo-
man’s work to get us to this point. And
our subcommittee chairmen and rank-
ing members that we’ve heard speak
here today.

And I have to agree with Mr. SMITH
on the sequestration.
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We, I think, all understand that this
is bad for our Nation. We voted on it,
those of us who did, knowing that, un-
derstanding that it would never hap-
pen. Well, reality set in, and it hap-
pened. I'’ve had a few people come to
me and say, gee, sequestration isn’t
that bad. They really haven’t seen the
full impact to this point. We’re just
starting into the first year of seques-
tration. And I was meeting with Gen-
eral Breedlove today, our new Euro-
pean commander. And he’s just a
month into his new job, and he’s start-
ing to feel the sequestration.

I think what we need to understand
is—and I've talked to each of our mili-
tary leaders as they came in and secre-
taries as they came before our com-
mittee for the hearings that led up to
this bill—that if something doesn’t
happen between now and September 30,
all of this work, everything that we’re
working on is, as Mr. SMITH has point-
ed out, going away. We are cutting $487
billion out of defense over the next 10
years. That’s in the bill. We also,
through sequestration, cut another $500
billion out of defense over the next 10
years. That is not reflected in—this
year’s portion is not reflected in this
bill. Our Budget Committee in the
House passed a budget, and they kept
the top line number from the Budget
Control Act of $967 billion, and they
gave us additional money for defense,
which we’ve used in this bill. But if
we’'re not able to resolve the dif-
ferences between us and the Senate on
September 30, it will be like Cinderella
and that magic shoe. Everything goes
away. The carriage becomes a canta-
loupe, or a pumpkin, and it’s bad
times.

We’ve got to deal with that, we’ve
got to deal with raising the debt limit,
and there are a lot of very serious
things on the table. So I would encour-
age all of our colleagues to join in the
debate tomorrow.

We had a great debate in committee.
We had differences, and we talked
about them. We didn’t get personal,
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and we didn’t get rancorous. We came
out with a vote of 59-2 because every-
body on this committee understands
how important our work is, how impor-
tant our national defense is, and how
important the men and the women and
their families in uniform are, and we
stand behind them. Now we do need to
make sure that we have the resources
that they need.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I would en-
courage all of us to support this bill to-
morrow. Join in the process. Make it a
better bill if we can.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the Committee
rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
GRIFFITH of Virginia) having assumed
the chair, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, Act-
ing Chair of the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union,
reported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
1960) to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2014 for military activities
of the Department of Defense and for
military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes, had
come to no resolution thereon.

———

AMERICA’S FUTURE

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, my friends on the other side of the
aisle like to refer to the House major-
ity as the Party of No. And do you
know what? I'm okay with that. We’ve
said no to unending and out-of-control
spending and passed a budget that bal-
ances in 10 years. We’ve said no to the
largest tax increase in history and re-
pealed ObamaCare. We said no to fraud
and political games and demanded an-
swers from the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice.

We’ve said no to the fact that four
Americans in Benghazi are dead and we
will not rest until we have answers.
We’ve said no to the tax more, spend
more, save less, Big Government, job
killing machine that is crushing the
American spirit and our economic
growth.

We’ve replaced government growth
and regulations with reform. We have
restored transparency and trust. We’re
giving our Nation a reason to believe
that one day our children won’t be
looking for a job, they will be creating
jobs.

America was founded by patriots who
said no to the tyrannical government
that was crushing their freedom and
economic future. And America’s future
rests in the hands of those who will
carry on the torch of freedom to pro-
tect the future of their children and
grandchildren. America’s future rests
in the hands of those who are some-
times willing to say no.
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SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, State gov-
ernments, institutions, businesses and
private individuals are organizing to
meet the challenges and opportunities
of climate change.

For example, experts from New York
State’s land-grant college, Cornell Uni-
versity, have partnered with others at
McGill University in Montreal and the
private sector to define the needs of
the region’s agricultural sector in a
warmer climate. Farmers will need
new plant varieties. The longer grow-
ing season will open possibilities for
growing new crops. The timing of
planting and fertilizing will change.

Pest management will, indeed, be dif-
ferent. Climate change can be ap-
proached with a positive perspective
for agriculture, but only if we plan now
to take advantage of new opportunities
and prepare for the transition.

So where are we, as a body, on this
issue? We should be talking climate
change and taking it into account as
we move a new b-year farm bill for-
ward. We should be taking action to
adapt our infrastructure and economy
to these changes. But there is no dis-
cussion or action on this crucial issue.

Change is underway. We have little
time to lose. We can meet this chal-
lenge, slow down the rate of change,
adapt to the new conditions and take
advantage of new opportunities, but
only if we begin today.

———
PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 3, 2013,
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE) is recognized for 60 minutes as the
designee of the minority leader.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, let me just say I am truly
honored tonight to anchor this Special
Order on the farm bill on behalf of the
Congressional Progressive Caucus. And
I just want to thank our cochairs, Con-
gressman KEITH ELLISON and Congress-
man RAUL GRIJALVA, for their tremen-
dous leadership and for giving us the
opportunity to really speak to the
American people once a week about
what has truly taken place here in
Washington, D.C.

As the cochair of the Out-of-Poverty
Caucus, which we founded actually dur-
ing the Bush administration, and now
chair of the new Democratic Whip Task
Force on Poverty and Opportunity, let
me just highlight how truly important
it is to continue to support programs
that lift Americans out of poverty.

Even as our economy slowly recov-
ers, income inequality continues to
grow. Unfortunately, too many people
who are working are poor, and they’re
living on the edge.

I want to take a moment now and
just yield a few minutes to my col-
league from Minnesota, the cochair of
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