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OKAWVILLE 175TH JUBILEE 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor The Village of Okawville on its 175th 
Anniversary. The village will celebrate this 
special jubilee on June 28 and 29, 2013, with 
a variety of community events, including a 
soapbox derby, children’s parade, live music, 
and fireworks with the theme, ‘‘Celebrate 
Okawville.’’ 

The Village of Okawville was founded in 
1838 as the Village of Bridgeport and was re-
named Okawville in 1870 by a wave of Ger-
man immigrants. The village became popular 
for its mineral springs, where many visitors 
would come to relieve their ailments in the 
therapeutic waters. 

The village is now home to 1,400 residents 
and still boasts a strong German heritage. Be-
sides the Original Springs Hotel, which offers 
spa services, the village also is home to the 
Heritage House Museum sites, which draw 
tourists to the area today. 

I extend my congratulations to The Village 
of Okawville upon this special occasion. It is 
my prayer that the Lord blesses them with 
many more years of extending hospitality. 
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RECOGNIZING JACK VANDER 
MEULEN AND HIS 40 YEARS AT 
VANDER MEULEN BUILDERS 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the outstanding ac-
complishment of Jack Vander Meulen on his 
40th anniversary working at Vander Meulen 
Builders. 

Jack Vander Meulen is a resident of Hol-
land, Michigan and a 1973 graduate of Hol-
land Christian High School. Immediately fol-
lowing graduation, Jack joined Vander Meulen 
Builders as a carpenter and was able to work 
with his father Jay and uncle Earl. Exhibiting 
hard work and dedication to his craft Jack be-
came a project manager in 1986. Jack was 
named President of Vander Meulen Builders 
ten years later in 1996. 

Vander Meulen Builders was founded in 
1924 by Rhine Vander Meulen and traces its 
roots back seven generations in the Nether-
lands. They developed a niche building cus-
tom residences and summer cottages in the 
harbor towns of Lake Michigan. Their high– 
quality work was readily recognized by the 
West Michigan community and in 1967 Vander 
Meulen Builders became a charter member of 
the Home Builders Association of Holland. 
Their reputation landed them the opportunity 
to work on several historic West Michigan 

projects such as, renovating Marigold Lodge, 
the Holland Museum, several churches in the 
area, and many other downtown Holland land-
marks. 

Jack and the Vander Meulen family have 
built more than a successful business—They 
are leaders in the Holland community. Vander 
Meulen Builders is known for working on 
unique custom projects throughout the com-
munity and have developed superior problem 
solving skills through their many years of ex-
periences on a variety of projects. Their com-
pany has a great reputation for astounding 
customer service working with people who 
truly care about the homes they own. Vander 
Meulen Builders know that they do more than 
just build homes, they develop lasting relation-
ships with the families they have worked with 
throughout the community. Jack and his wife 
Brenda have two sons, one who is also work-
ing for Vander Meulen Builders, the fourth 
generation in the family business. 

Jack and his leadership in Vander Meulen 
Builders is a great example of the area’s hard 
work ethic, high–skill level in their professions 
and great family values that are always preva-
lent throughout the second district of Michigan 
and make it the great community that it is 
today. Citizens like Jack and Vander Meulen 
Builder’s family embody the spirit of Holland 
and the West Michigan community. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Jack Vander Meulen and Vander Meulen 
Builders for their great service in West Michi-
gan through the many decades. 
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CONGRATULATING DEERFIELD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY ON ITS GRAND 
REOPENING 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Deerfield Public Library, my 
hometown library, on the occasion of its grand 
reopening, and for its outstanding service to 
the community. 

Over its almost 80 years, the Deerfield Li-
brary has grown from a few-hundred-book op-
eration to a thriving, diversified community in-
stitution. With thousands of books, movies, e- 
books, magazines and games, the library has 
enriched the lives of so many in the area, in-
cluding my family. 

I treasure the memories of bringing my sons 
to the Deerfield Library and sharing my per-
sonal love of reading, and I am overjoyed that 
the next generation will also be able to cul-
tivate that passion in this engaging new 
space. 

In today’s hyper-connected world, libraries 
have become far more than places to simply 
check out books. The Deerfield Library has, 
with this renovation, embraced that new para-
digm and raised the bar for excellence in serv-
ice to its patrons. 

The reinvented library now offers a place to 
meet, a place to learn and a place to relax. 
Myriad programs, from early literacy to e-book 
assistance and recreational programs for the 
entire family exemplify the commitment that 
Deerfield Library has made to offering the fin-
est services possible. 

The dedicated men and women who make 
the library so special are a remarkable group 
who routinely amaze. Kids excite their wonder 
and adults explore at ease at the library, and 
this is a credit to the fantastic staff. 

Mr. Speaker, as libraries’ roles in our com-
munities continue to evolve, Deerfield Public 
Library is at the cutting edge and has taken 
bold strides to maintain its leadership in the 
field. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF HO-CHUNK 
NATION’S 50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
OF SOVEREIGNTY 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Ho- 
Chunk Nation’s sovereignty. The people of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation trace their origins to a time 
before the arrival of Columbus to lands 
throughout Wisconsin and surrounding states. 
In these lands, the Ho-Chunk people provided 
for themselves through hunting, gathering, and 
farming. Their rich cultural heritage is defined 
by a reverence for the land along with a pride 
and strength that has persevered through tre-
mendous hardships. 

In 1634, the French explorer Jean Nicolet 
became the first European to make contact 
with the Ho-Chunk people. Welcoming Nicolet, 
the Ho-Chunk began trade with the French 
who referred to them as the Winnebago, a 
name that became their official title in the 
United States until 1993. Though the United 
States government initially recognized the Ho- 
Chunk as a sovereign nation holding title to 
several million acres of farmland, this position 
was reversed in the midst of westward expan-
sion in the early 19th century. As lead miners 
began taking over the choice land of southern 
Wisconsin, the Ho-Chunk were forced to sell 
their remaining territory for a fraction of its 
worth. 

Beginning in 1836, the Ho-Chunk were sub-
jected to a series of forced relocations pushing 
them westward onto small desolate plots of 
land. In spite of the continuing, often violent, 
efforts by authorities to expel the Ho-Chunk 
from their native land, many continued to re-
turn to Wisconsin. Through persistence and 
perseverance, the Wisconsin Ho-Chunk pre-
vailed and was eventually given 40 acre 
homestead plots to farm. 

In 1962, the first Wisconsin Winnebago Trib-
al Constitution was drafted and redrafted. On 
March 19, 1963, the Constitution and Bylaws 
of the Wisconsin Winnebago Tribe was ap-
proved by the Assistant Secretary of the Inte-
rior marking the beginning of the sovereign 
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