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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MEADOWS).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 11, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARK
MEADOWS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Paul Binion 1II,
Westside Church of God, Fresno, Cali-
fornia, offered the following prayer:

Our Father and Strong God, for this
day, and the privileges and opportuni-
ties it brings, we say thank You.

May this day not be typical or ordi-
nary in any way, but one that will long
be remembered because of what shall
transpire in this House: decisions set-
tled, issues resolved, progress made,
partisanship minimized, and personal
agendas set aside for the good of our
constituency.

God, we acknowledge our need of You
and Your wisdom and guidance.

Keep us mindful that we serve a peo-
ple, community, and world that is
looking and depending on us to do al-
ways what is best for them.

And may we live always cognizant of
what You expect from us today, and
that is, to do justly, love mercy, and
walk humbly with You. This we ask in
the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WITT-
MAN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WITTMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING PASTOR PAUL
BINION II

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CoSTA) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, since 1977,
Pastor Paul Binion has stood at the
helm of one of Fresno’s most vibrant
churches, the Westside Church of God,

and the wonderful congregation that he
serves. From offering comfort to fami-
lies during challenging times, to tak-
ing the lead on issues impacting the
economically disadvantaged in our
area, Pastor Binion has truly left a
mark and continues to in our commu-
nity.

He has urged his congregation to go
beyond just knowing the Gospel, but to
living them by performing good works
for those in need.

Over the nearly 10 years that I've
known Paul, I know that he cares. He
has overseen efforts to foster interfaith
and interchurch dialogue by serving at
the head of the West Fresno Ministe-
rial Alliance because he knows that
our faith communities have much more
in common than whatever divides
them.

I'm proud to call Pastor Binion my
friend and thank him for his wise
words this morning.

Paul, thank you for joining us today
to remind us that service, the service
that we all involve ourselves with daily
on behalf of our constituents, is the
highest calling, and must remain the
center of our work.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain five further re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
FURLOUGHS

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, instead
of combating terrorism or working to
support our troops deployed around the
globe, civilian workers across the coun-
try are, instead, spending 20 percent of
their workweek on a forced furlough.
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Furloughed workers face personal
and professional challenges, lost in-
come and less time to get the same
amount of work done.

From the Associated Press:

Civilian employees, ranging from top-level
policy advisers to school teachers and depot
workers, will not be answering their phones
or responding to emails for 1 day a week.

There is no doubt those who wish
harm upon the United States are
pleased with these cuts. The adminis-
tration had flexibility to make other
choices and avoid furloughs.

Further, this unfortunate choice may
not be over on September 30. Yester-
day, Secretary Hagel suggested fur-
loughs may continue under certain cir-
cumstances.

Compounding budget cuts are dev-
astating military readiness. I urge the
administration to make better choices
and for the Congress to work the will
of the American people and support our
Nation’s defense to the fullest.

———

THE IMPACT OF FURLOUGHS AND
SEQUESTRATION

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak out once again against
the sequestration-caused furloughs
that are punishing workers whom I
represent in Illinois.

Sequestration cuts were designed to
be so painful and terrible that they
would never even take place, but this
week they will begin unnecessarily
hurting working families across the
country. I have repeatedly called on
the Defense Department to use the
flexibility that Congress gave it, with-
out resorting to furloughs.

As I travel around my district of Illi-
nois, I hear story after story of fami-
lies who are impacted by these cuts:
people like Tom and Michelle Vetter,
who both work at the Rock Island Ar-
senal, and will see a 30 percent cut in
their expected income. They now fear
being able to pay their mortgage and
even sending their son to college;

And people like Darlene Nimmers,
who has worked at the Rock Island Ar-
senal for more than three decades, who
now worries about having to put off her
well-deserved retirement.

We need to get our fiscal house in
order; there’s no doubt about that. But
it should not be at the expense and the
jobs of our hardworking citizens and
their ability to support their families.

Please let’s come together to cut
spending without harming our Nation’s
economy and our workers.

MR. PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT
DOESN'T KNOW BEST

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s decision last week to delay
ObamaCare’s employer mandate under-
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scored how this law is far too com-
plicated and expensive. Worse yet, it
fails Michigan families and businesses.

While this will certainly help our job
creators in the short term, without a
delay or, better yet, a repeal of the in-
dividual mandate, the administration
deliberately chose to leave the Amer-
ican people out in the cold. This delay
creates even more confusion for Michi-
gan families who are wondering if they
will lose their current coverage, be
forced into choosing different pro-
viders, or be burdened with new high
costs.

It becomes clearer and clearer that,
without repeal, this law will continue
to destroy jobs and slow down our
economy. Instead, we need to return to
patient-centered care and not the gov-
ernment-knows-best health care sys-
tem.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues in the House to re-
vive our economy, create jobs, and put
people first so they can make their own
health care decisions.

———

SHAME ON THE REPUBLICAN
MAJORITY

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
shame on the Republican majority.
Shame on you.

The Rules Committee met last night
and is sending us a rule today that has
attached to it a bill that we have not
seen and have not been able to read.
They call it the farm bill. But it ap-
pears that, in this farm bill, they have
stripped away the nutrition title from
the bill.

Mr. Speaker, for years and years we
have combined nutrition assistance
with support for farmers and ranchers,
but this is a rush job. Democrats and
the Congressional Black Caucus are ap-
palled that the Republicans are deter-
mined to defund food stamps and place
vulnerable Americans in a position of
not being able to feed their families.

Shame on you. You have removed
food stamps, the SNAP program, from
this legislation. I don’t know where it’s
going to go. It looks like it’s going to
die a slow death. It is despicable.

What is it about poor people that you
don’t like? What is it? Tell us today.

What is it about poor people that you
don’t like and you don’t want to feed
their families?

I have the fourth poorest district in
the Nation. We do not like it.

————
OBAMACARE

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Nervous, concerned,
complex, train wreck, Third World ex-
perience. These are the words used by
the Democratic authors of ObamaCare
to describe their very own creation.

Mr. Speaker, these aren’t new con-
cerns. These are concerns shared by
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families and businesses across the Na-
tion ever since then-Speaker NANCY
PELOSI rushed the bill through Con-
gress so we could ‘‘see what’s in it.”

Now that the Democrats and the
President can see what’s in it, they
don’t like it either.

As a business owner and job creator
of over 42 years, I know businesses can
no longer hire or take risks that would
grow the economy.

The President’s 1-year delay of the
employer mandate isn’t what busi-
nesses or the economy needs. This only
delays the meltdown that this complex
government overhaul will cause. Busi-
ness owners, parents, young profes-
sionals, senior citizens—all Americans
deserve protection from this law and
its mandates, its skyrocketing pre-
miums, and its rapidly shrinking selec-
tion of coverage plans, not for 1 year,
but permanently.

Let’s fully repeal the nightmare of
ObamaCare. It doesn’t work, and it
won’t work.

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM AND THE
FARM BILL

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
SNAP, food stamps, however you
phrase it, is fundamental to the nutri-
tion that will supplement millions of
Americans: Blacks, Whites, feeble sen-
iors, struggling mothers, disabled vet-
erans, and hungry children.

Mr. Speaker, it was reported to me
that there are seniors in my district
who eat dog food when their food
stamps run out. I was appalled and
went to see for myself, and I was dumb-
founded. I fixed the situation, but I'm
sure that somewhere in America today
some poor soul is relying on dog food
to take them through the month.

Mr. Speaker, please do not hurt or
destroy what is a mainstay in the lives
of so many Americans who are just try-
ing to get by. Do not remove nutrition,
including the food stamp program,
from the farm bill. It’s wrong, it’s pu-
nitive, and it’s cruel.

———
O 0915

ALL CHILDREN ARE EQUAL ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to inform my
colleagues of an important piece of bi-
partisan legislation that will be intro-
duced later today called the All Chil-
dren Are Equal Act, or ACE Act. The
ACE Act corrects a gross inequity in
the way funding formulas are cal-
culated under title I of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act. Title I
was designed to improve the achieve-
ment of disadvantaged children.
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In order to allocate more funding per
title I student to local education agen-
cies, or LEAs, with higher concentra-
tions of poverty, the funding formula
weighs the count of eligible students in
an LEA. However, the formulas have
the perverse effect of directing funds
away from all smaller school districts,
both urban and rural, towards larger
LEAs, regardless of the poverty rate.
The ACE Act would gradually decrease
the effects of number weighting and re-
turn the focus to areas with the high-
est concentration of poverty, as origi-
nally intended under the law.

Mr. Speaker, I’'m proud to have Rep-
resentative SLAUGHTER of New York
join me in introducing this important
bill. I encourage my colleagues to join
us in correcting this fundamental in-
justice.

———
STAND FOR SNAP

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. I stand here today in
dismay and in disgust. I stand here on
this same floor where we have the
words, ‘‘In God we trust,” where we say
the Pledge of Allegiance, where my Re-
publican colleagues dare come to this
podium and use words like ‘‘train
wreck’ and ‘“‘work in a bipartisan fash-
ion” in the same minute, and then
today we are confronted with removing
SNAP dollars from the farm bill.

I came here to work on a com-
promise. Members of this great Con-
gressional Black Caucus and Demo-
cratic Caucus stand together because
we want America to know that we
stand for poor families: Black, White,
urban, suburban, and, yes, rural.

We ask you to take note today, Mr.
Speaker, that Republicans dare come
to this floor and tell us that we want to
serve the people. Aren’t our children,
our mothers, and families part of the
people? Yes.

We stand for SNAP.

——
REPEAL OBAMACARE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
last week, the President quietly de-
cided to delay a major part of what
many media pundits consider his
crowning achievement: ObamaCare.
The President is telling businesses that
they will be given a year reprieve from
complying with ObamaCare’s onerous
and costly employer mandate. The
President is once again picking which
laws his administration enforces and
which ones he chooses not to. He’s also
picking winners and losers again. Em-
ployers will have another year to com-
ply with the employer mandate, but
President Obama has decided that indi-
viduals—the middle class—will not be
given more time to comply with the in-
dividual mandate.

Meanwhile, the economy continues
to limp along with businesses, large
and small, afraid to hire more workers
because the cost of doing business con-
tinues to go up without a clear end in
sight. High taxes, enormous tax bur-
dens, and the specter of ObamaCare
continue to hang over them like a
storm cloud. For the good of our Na-
tion, ObamaCare must be repealed and
replaced.

———

INCLUDE NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
IN THE FARM BILL

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express great dis-
appointment in my Republican col-
leagues for bringing a version of the
farm bill that does not include nutri-
tion assistance.

When I joined this great, august
body, I was a member of the Agri-
culture Committee. The Agriculture
Committee, time and time again, reau-
thorized the farm bill. Bipartisanship
was always the hallmark. And this is
not the hallmark of what we as Ameri-
cans stand for.

Our minister today just stood up here
with us in prayer and said that we
would walk justly, that we would do
and love mercifully, and that we would
be humbled before God. If we are to
truly have those words mean some-
thing in America, we must take care of
our working families, our needy fami-
lies, our children, in addition to our
farmers.

The farmers that I represent in Ala-
bama do not want a farm bill that does
not include nutrition assistance. We
cannot provide government subsidies
to farmers without providing govern-
ment assistance to people in poverty.
It is not what we as Americans stand
for.

If we have no further business in this
august body this week, we should go
home.

———

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to adjourn.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 125, nays
260, not voting 49, as follows:

[Roll No. 346]

YEAS—125
Andrews Blumenauer Capuano
Bass Brady (PA) Cardenas
Beatty Brown (FL) Carson (IN)
Becerra Brownley (CA) Cartwright
Bishop (GA) Butterfield Castor (FL)
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Castro (TX)
Chu

Clarke
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Cooper
Costa
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Doggett
Doyle
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Fattah
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Garamendi
Grayson
Green, Al
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanabusa
Hastings (FL)
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes

Aderholt
Alexander
Amash
Amodei
Bachmann
Bachus
Barber
Barletta
Barr
Barrow (GA)
Benishek
Bentivolio
Bera (CA)
Bilirakis
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Bonamici
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Braley (IA)
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Broun (GA)
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burgess
Bustos
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Carney
Carter
Cassidy
Chabot,
Chaffetz
Cicilline
Coble
Coffman
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Conaway
Conyers
Cook
Cotton
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Daines
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent

Hoyer
Israel
Jackson Lee
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kirkpatrick
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Maloney,
Carolyn
Matsui
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Miller, George
Moore
Neal
Nolan
O’Rourke
Pallone
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peterson
Pingree (ME)

NAYS—260

DeSantis
DesJarlais
Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Enyart

Esty
Farenthold
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx

Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gabbard
Garcia
Gardner
Garrett
Gerlach
Gibbs

Gibson
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar

Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Green, Gene
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Guthrie

Hall

Hanna
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (WA)
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Holding
Honda
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hurt

Issa

Jenkins
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
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Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Schakowsky
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (MS)
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Velazquez
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watt
Wilson (FL)

Jordan
Joyce
Keating
Kelly (PA)
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kline
Kuster
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Lankford
Latham
Latta
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Long
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
Lynch
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Matheson
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
Meadows
Meehan
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Moran
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
Olson



H4376

Owens Rokita Terry
Palazzo Ros-Lehtinen Thompson (CA)
Pascrell Roskam Thompson (PA)
Pastor (AZ) Ross Thornberry
Paulsen Rothfus Tiberi
Pearce Royce Tierney
Perry Runyan Tipton
Peters (CA) Ryan (WI) Tonko
Peters (MI) Salmon Turner
Petri Sanford Upton
Pittenger Scalise Valadao
Pitts Schneider Vela
Poe (TX) Schock Wagner
Pompeo Schweikert Walberg
Price (GA) Scott, Austin Walden
Radel Sensenbrenner Walorski
Rahall Sessions Weber (TX)
Rangel Sherman Welch
Reed Shuster Wenstrup
Reichert Simpson Westmoreland
Renacci Sinema Williams
Ribble Smith (MO) Wilson (SC)
Rice (SC) Smith (NE) Wittman
Rigell Smith (TX) Wolf
Roby Southerland Womack
Roe (TN) Stewart Woodall
Rogers (AL) Stivers Yarmuth
Rogers (KY) Stockman Yoder
Rohrabacher Stutzman Young (IN)
NOT VOTING—49
Barton Horsford Rooney
Bonner Hunter Ryan (OH)
Campbell Jeffries Sanchez, Loretta
Clay Kaptur Sarbanes
Culberson Kinzinger (IL) Schiff
DeGette Langevin Shimkus
Deutch Larsen (WA) Smith (NJ)
Diaz-Balart Maffei Titus
Dingell Markey Vi
. isclosky
Ellmers Massie
Farr McCarthy (NY) ~ lvaxman
Gallego Messer We'?s?er (FL)
Graves (MO) Murphy (FL) Whitfield
Grimm Nadler Yoho
Herrera Beutler — Negrete McLeod  Young (AK)
Hinojosa Posey Young (FL)
Holt Rogers (MI)
O 0945

Messrs. HALL, LUCAS and MCIN-

TYRE, Mrs. BUSTOS, Ms.

DUCKWORTH, and Messrs. GARCIA
and KILMER changed their vote from
“‘yea’ to ‘“‘nay.”

Mr. POLIS, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, and
Messrs. DEFAZIO, CROWLEY,
McDERMOTT, and FATTAH changed
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
346, had | been present, | would have voted
“yes.”

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
346, had | been present, | would have voted
“aye.”

Stated against:

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
346, had | been present, | would have voted

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
rollcall No. 346, had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 2642, FEDERAL AGRI-
CULTURE REFORM AND RISK
MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2013

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 295 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

H. RES. 295

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 2642) to provide for
the reform and continuation of agricultural
and other programs of the Department of Ag-
riculture through fiscal year 2018, and for
other purposes. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. The bill
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Agriculture; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Worcester, Massachu-
setts (Mr. MCGOVERN), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 295 provides for a closed
rule for consideration of H.R. 2642.
However, I think it is important to rec-
ognize that while the rule before us
today is closed, this legislation, ex-
actly the legislation, has gone through
an amendment process on this floor,
was debated—just a few weeks ago—de-
bated, discussed, and voted on. The
amendments which were agreed to as a
result of that process are in this under-
lying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, the bill before us today
is the exact same language that this
body considered in June with two im-
portant considerations and exceptions.
Unlike last month, this legislation con-
tains a repeal of the 1949 backstop,
which means that in the farm bill we
will do away with that 1949 law as the
backstop to the farm products and leg-
islation. However, it does not include
the nutrition programs from the pre-
vious bill. We will hear that today.

On the other hand, however, this bill
does include the exact same language
as the previous bill, including adopted
amendments.

Since the House considered a farm
bill last month, there has been a great
deal of and many conversations, in-
cluding today with Members, that have
raised significant concerns with the
language as it was previously drafted.
The chief concern was the inclusion of
a nutrition policy in the agriculture
bill.

Therefore, after careful consideration
of all aspects of the issue, the decision
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was made to consider nutrition and ag-
riculture policy separately. However, 1
want to be clear: removing the nutri-
tion provisions from this legislation in
no way seeks to marginalize the impor-
tance of the nutrition programs, nor in
any effort are we trying to avoid their
reauthorization. Anything that would
be said on this floor contrary to that
simply would not be true.

I think you would be hard-pressed to
find any Member, Republican or Demo-
crat, who does not think that these
programs are vitally important, in par-
ticular, to women and children. They
simply will be considered separately
and not in this bill.

Now, the practicality to this, Mr.
Speaker, is and was discussed last
night in the Rules Committee, that is,
that if it is not in this title, and it is
not, and if the House does not move
forward on a nutrition or SNAP pro-
gram, then all of these items still go to
conference with the United States Sen-
ate, and it is contained within the Sen-
ate bill and would be fully operational,
debatable, and decisions can be made
in that conference. In that conference,
it is fully authorized and the House
would simply not have taken a posi-
tion.

To assume or to say that we are try-
ing to move a bill without nutrition
and to take things away would not be
truthful. To say that we would show up
at conference without a position of the
House of Representatives would be
truthful.

Republicans and Democrats, includ-
ing leadership of both parties, under-
stand and recognize that nutrition and
nutrition programs are an essential
part of not just government services,
but an essential part of a civilization
that we agree with as part of the pro-
grams from the United States Govern-
ment. So in no way, in no way, is this
intended to be a trick or to be seen
that we would not believe, or would be-
lieve, that we would show up to do any-
thing to the nutrition program.

It would be stated that the House
would show up without a position on
those issues, which would mean in re-
ality that the current law would pre-
vail. The House would show up with no
position to change any of these items
related to food stamps, and thus it
would stay as is. So for someone to
suggest that Republicans are not going
to be supportive of the nutrition pro-
grams would simply not, in my opin-
ion, be fairly spoken of.

The House will have an opportunity,
however, once we get this done, to
move forward a bill that if a decision
was made could move to conference.

Today’s legislation is an important
step in making sure that the agri-
culture programs provide the American
farmers with innovative risk-manage-
ment tools and so many other things
that have been placed in this bill on a
bipartisan basis as a result of the work
that began with then-Democrat Chair-
man COLLIN PETERSON when the bill
began its writing process and now has



July 11, 2013

continued on a bipartisan basis with
the gentleman, Mr. LUCAS, the chair-
man of the committee. That is what we
are trying to present today.

The bill which we are presenting
today has every consideration that I
believe is necessary and important
about why this House should move for-
ward and support this legislation. Leg-
islation is commonsense, fiscally re-
sponsible; and it is a solution to an-
swers that are in the marketplace.

I urge my colleagues to understand
not only what we have stated today,
but which was testimony last night in
an agreement in the Rules Committee.
I support the underlying legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. WATT) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my
remarks in opposition to the rule
which prohibits Members from offering
amendments that would protect the
children of America from hunger.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would advise each Member to
confine the unanimous-consent request
to a simple declarative statement of
the Member’s attitude toward the
measure. Further embellishments will
result in a deduction of time from the
yielding Member.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
revise and extend my remarks in very
strong opposition to the farm bill rule
and the underlying bill because it
takes the safety net away from Amer-
ica’s poor families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
RANGEL) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts America’s chil-
dren.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will

be charged.
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.

Speaker, I have a parliamentary in-
quiry.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, your position as you enun-
ciate is when a person says why they
are opposed, that that is beyond the
boundaries of the clarity that you say
one must offer when he or she is in op-
position to the rule?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Members must limit their requests to
simple declarative statements. Any
other embellishment will be charged.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I have a
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the Speak-
er has enunciated the rule; a simple de-
claratory statement. Clearly, Mr. HAS-
TINGS made a simple declaratory state-
ment as to why he was opposed, and it
seems to clearly fall within the ambit
of the contemplated statement that a
Member can make without time being
charged. The Chair has, however, ar-
ticulated the fact that, without objec-
tion, the gentleman’s time will be
charged. If that is subject to an objec-
tion, which I think it probably is not,
I would object. But I will also appeal
the ruling of the Chair if the Chair con-
tinues that ruling, and we will have a
vote on that.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will evaluate each declarative
statement individually. The gentle-
man’s point has been made.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the Speaker for
his observation, and I would hope that
the declaratory statement, similar to
the one being made by Mr. HASTINGS,
will clearly not, as it historically, in
my view, has not done so, count
against the time from the gentleman
from Massachusetts.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. LEE of California. I ask unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my
remarks in strong opposition to the
farm bill rule and the underlying bill
because it increases hunger in Amer-
ica.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
ELLISON) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it increases hunger in
America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CUMMINGS) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it takes the safety net
away from America’s poor families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
BROWN) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks in strong opposi-
tion to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it hurts the chil-
dren of America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Wisconsin
(Ms. MOORE) for a unanimous consent
request.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts America’s chil-
dren.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
have a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. I have finally
received a copy of the bill. It appears
to have no ‘“‘nutrition” title at all. Is
this a printing error?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not stated a parliamentary
inquiry.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in total opposition to
the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts America’s chil-
dren.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs.
BEATTY) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it increases hunger in
America.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JOHNSON) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to revise and extend my re-
marks in strong opposition to the farm
bill rule and the underlying bill be-
cause we are the conscience of the Con-
gress. The majority of the people get-
ting food stamps are not African Amer-
ican.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to revise and extend my
remarks in strong opposition to the
farm bill rule and the underlying bill
because it takes the safety net away
from America’s poor families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts the working poor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to yield to the gentlewoman
from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for a
unanimous consent request.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to revise
and extend my remarks in strong oppo-
sition to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it takes the safe-
ty net away from America’s poor fami-
lies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL
GREEN) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to revise
and extend my remarks in strong oppo-
sition to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it hurts the work-
ing poor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?
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There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
KELLY) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks in very strong op-
position to the farm bill rule and the
underlying bill because it increases
poverty in America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. CLARKE) for a unanimous consent
request.

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in total and strong
opposition to the farm bill rule and the
underlying bill because it starves
America’s children.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
WILSON) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks in strong opposi-
tion to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it hurts the work-
ing poor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield to the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for a
unanimous consent request.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks in strong opposi-
tion to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it takes food from
children, and it increases the number
of starving children in America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, a
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman will state her inquiry.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Referring to
your previous ruling, one is allowed to
give explanation for one’s opposition,
and those words are to be counted as
part of the unanimous consent.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, a Member is al-
lowed to make a simple declarative
statement on a unanimous consent re-
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quest. The Chair is trying to be fair
with this.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Will you declare,
Mr. Speaker, what the interpretation is
for excessiveness?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will judge each statement as to
its simple declarative nature.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. In continuing
the parliamentary inquiry, is the
amount of passion in your voice in op-
position to the idea that this bill cre-
ates more starving children?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has not stated a parliamen-
tary inquiry.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to how much time the
Speaker has charged us for these unan-
imous consent requests thus far?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Maryland has been
charged 1¥4 minutes.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. BASS) for a unani-
mous consent request.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my
remarks in strong opposition to the
farm bill rule and the underlying bill
because it contributes to hunger in
America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Maryland
(Ms. EDWARDS) for a unanimous con-
sent request.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it increases hunger in
America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I have
a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman will state her inquiry.

Ms. EDWARDS. Is it in order to
amend the underlying bill and the rule
that currently provides for billions in
subsidies to corporate farms while chil-
dren and families go hungry, school
lunch programs are decimated, and
Meals on Wheels is taken from the dis-
abled and senior citizens?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. An
amendment to the rule could be offered
only if its manager yields for that pur-
pose.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to yield to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. ScoTT) for a unanimous
consent request.

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
revise and extend my remarks in
strong opposition to the farm bill rule
and the underlying bill because it
takes food and nutrition from working
families.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his inquiry.

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, will not this day go down as
one of the most shameful days in
American history?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not stated a parliamentary
inquiry.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
RUsSH) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my
remarks in strong opposition to the
farm bill rule and the underlying bill
because it takes the safety net away
from America’s poor children.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for a unanimous
consent request.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts the working poor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
BisHOP) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks in strong opposi-
tion to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it hurts the work-
ing poor, and it violates the long-
standing partnership between agri-
culture producers and our Nation’s nu-
trition programs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his inquiry.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Isn’t it true,
Mr. Speaker, that this rule takes and
bifurcates the bill that came out of the
authorizing committee and separates it
into two separate bills in a way that
ultimately hurts the working poor of
this country?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not
the role of the Chair to interpret the
underlying bill.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to yield to the gentlelady from
California (Ms. WATERS) for a unani-
mous consent request.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it takes the safety net
away from America’s poor families and
takes food out of the mouths of chil-
dren.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN) for a unanimous consent
request.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it significantly increases
poverty in America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
JOHNSON) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to revise
and extend my remarks in strong oppo-
sition to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it increases pov-
erty in America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) for a unanimous
consent request.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, as
chair of the CHC, I ask unanimous con-
sent to revise and extend my remarks
in very strong opposition to the farm
bill rule and the underlying bill be-
cause it hurts America’s poor children
and senior citizens.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will

be charged.
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, a par-

liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his inquiry.

Mr. HOYER. I've been listening, as
you’ve observed, to the judgments.

What the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HINOJOSA) just did was to state one sen-
tence, but it had an ‘‘and,” and he gave
a second reason he was opposed. The
first reason was that it increased pov-
erty, and the second was that it under-
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mined children. That was in the same
sentence. It seems there was little sub-
stantive difference between the state-
ment that preceded it for which you
did not charge time and the statement
of the gentleman from the Hispanic
Caucus.

I would like to understand the par-
liamentary difference that the Speaker
perceived in those two statements.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, the gentleman en-
gaged in embellishment.

Mr. HOYER. He stated two reasons
he was opposed.

Is it the Chair’s ruling that only one
reason will be allowed to be articulated
by a Member who is in opposition to
this bill?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman also prefaced his remarks.

Mr. HOYER. He did do that. He ex-
plained to the American public, pre-
sumably who is watching this, Mr.
Speaker, as to the framework from
which he was speaking, that of rep-
resenting a large group of Hispanic
Americans, who have a large number of
Representatives in this body.

Can he not explain that he is the per-
son from Maryland, for instance, or the
person from some other State?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, the gentleman en-
gaged in embellishment.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
MEEKS) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts the working poor,
it leaves children without food, and it
hurts seniors on an everyday basis.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, parliamen-
tary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. HOYER. In explaining your an-
swer to the last parliamentary inquiry,
you indicated that the problem was
that he embellished by introducing
himself as chairman of the Hispanic
Caucus. The gentleman from New York
who just spoke did not do so, but sim-
ply articulated three reasons he was
opposed to this bill.

It seems to me that that is certainly
within the contemplation of the unani-
mous-consent request. If we start pars-
ing that people can only articulate one
reason, I would suggest to our friends,
the Parliamentarians, and to the
Speaker, that that will establish a
precedent which will be very difficult
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and subjective for implementation by
the Speaker.

I ask the Speaker to perhaps further
explain why Mr. MEEKS’ objection was
charged to Mr. MCGOVERN’s time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair is drawing the line at a simple
declarative statement. Multiple, sim-
ple declarative statements constitute
debate.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker,
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. HOYER. There was one declara-
tive sentence. It had two commas in it.
If we’re going to parse this to that ex-
tent, I suggest to the Speaker and,
frankly, to those who are advising the
Speaker, that we’re going down a road
which is very dangerous.

Clearly, if there was an extended
time, one could understand that. But
adding two very short parenthetical
phrases is, I think, Mr. Speaker, incon-
sistent with your previous rulings as to
when you would not charge the time
against Mr. MCGOVERN.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I understood
that when Mr. HINOJOSA introduced
himself as representing all of the His-
panic Caucus, when he objected to the
underlying bill, that that might be per-
ceived as a greater explanation than
the Speaker would think warranted.
But Mr. MEEKS’ statement, following
that immediately, was a simple declar-
ative statement with two parenthetical
phrases, not long in nature, explaining
why he was objecting. It seems to me
that’s consistent with the rules and the
position of the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will continue to evaluate each
individual declarative statement and
make the judgment with regards to
embellishment according to the pre-
viously announced standard.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may I
inquire as to how much time has been
charged against us for these unanimous
consent requests thus far?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has been
charged 2 minutes total.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman may state his inquiry.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Would it be in order
for me to ask unanimous consent that
the time that has been charged against
us be restored?

Mr. SESSIONS. I object to that.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, fur-
ther parliamentary inquiry. I didn’t
make the request yet.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman may make his request.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I ask unanimous
consent that the time charged against
us be restored given the fact that we
are operating under a closed rule on a
very important piece of legislation
where a lot of Members would like to
be heard.

further
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

Mr. SESSIONS. There is objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
NOLAN) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it violates a decade-old
principle uniting urban and rural inter-
ests together in feeding hungry people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. KUSTER) for a unanimous
consent request.

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in very strong opposi-
tion to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because veterans in my
district, children and patriotic families
all across America are hungry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from California
(Mrs. DAvVIS) for a unanimous consent
request.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to revise
and extend my remarks in strong oppo-
sition to the farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it increases hun-
ger of our constituents throughout this
great country of ours.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. VELAZQUEZ) for a unanimous con-
sent request.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to this mean-spirited farm bill rule and
the underlying bill because it takes
food nutrition from those most vulner-
able among us, our children.

Is this what compassionate conserv-
atism is all about?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr.
THOMPSON) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
revise and extend my remarks in
strong opposition to the farm bill rule
and the underlying bill because it in-
creases hunger not only in my congres-
sional district but hunger in all con-
gressional districts in America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
ANDREWS) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it increases hunger in
America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Rhode Island
(Mr. CICILLINE) for a unanimous con-
sent request.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, a par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, is it
the ruling of the Chair that if in stat-
ing my request for unanimous consent
I state a single reason, it is not
charged to the time of the gentleman
from Massachusetts; if I state several
reasons in the same sentence because
I’'ve cited multiple reasons for request-
ing unanimous consent, that it is
charged, assuming I do it dispassion-
ately, quietly?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair does not respond to
hypotheticals.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it increases hunger in
America, hurts seniors, and hurts the
working poor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
HUFFMAN) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts the working poor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
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CLEAVER) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in opposition to the
farm bill rule and the underlying bill
because, Mr. Speaker, there is a five-
decade symbiosis between urban Amer-
ica and the farm community.

I rarely come to this well for a lot of
reasons—most of them are negative—
because I didn’t come to Congress to
make an enemy. I came here to make a
difference.

I'm not here, Mr. Speaker, trying to
put politics above productive policy;
ideology above the injured. I'm not
here to form a division, but inclusion.
I'm not here because I believe in capit-
ulation, but in compromise.

I believe that this bill is doing enor-
mous damage not only to the body
politic, but to this Nation, and we, the
elected leaders of the United States
Congress—this is not some little club.
We are the Congress of the United
States of America, the most powerful
Nation on this planet. We can take
care of all of the people.

There are poor children in rural areas
that I represent, and I will never turn
my back on them and I will never turn
my back on children in the urban core.

Mr. Speaker, I object to this bill be-
cause this bill is not just going to cre-
ate tension among us but the people of
this country who depend on us. They
depend on us. It is not like they can go
to an alternative body to redress their
concerns. If we are about anything, it
is about trying to take care of these
people. That’s why we’re here.

I suffer from vertigo. The only way I
can stop from wiggling around and
fainting when I get dizzy with vertigo
is to keep my eyes on something that
doesn’t move. I get frustrated and dizzy
being in this body, and the only way I
can stand up is to keep my eyes on
something that doesn’t move. And the
thing that does not move are the peo-
ple of the United States, particularly
those who are hurting. They don’t
move. My mind is going to stay right
there on people who don’t move: the
hurt, the wounded—even the will to be
an American. We’ve got to make sure
that we take care of everybody in this
country, Mr. Speaker.

I will not, I shall not, I cannot be si-
lent as we continue to divide the Na-
tion, and then we think we’re doing
something good because we’'re able to
say something nasty to somebody. The
people of this country deserve better.
We deserve better.

I've never attacked people on the
basis of their party or their ideology,
and I won’t do it. I will not do it. But
I will not abandon what’s right. I will
not abandon the things that I keep my
eyes on. I will not support this bill.

There are people in rural counties
that I represent where Saline County,
Missouri, a rural county, has greater
poverty than Jackson County, where
Kansas City sits.

This is not about trying to destroy
some Kkind of system that we put in
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place to protect the rural areas. I'm
concerned about the rural areas. I was
born in Waxahachie, Texas.

My daddy sent my mother to college
when I was in the eighth grade. I had
never lived in a house with indoor
plumbing until I was almost 8 years
old. I lived in public housing. My daddy
struggled. With a little help, my daddy
sent four children through college. We
moved out of public housing. My daddy
lives in his own house right now in
Wichita Falls, Texas.

All people are asking for, in some
cases, is just a little help. Who can
they turn to? I hope, I actually even
pray, that it’s the United States Con-
gress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker,
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. RANGEL. Were the remarks of
the gentleman from Missouri charged
to the debate as it relates to the rule?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is correct.

Mr. RANGEL. And how long was
that?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time was
charged 4% minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, a par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. MCGOVERN. So 4% minutes
total for all of the unanimous consent
requests?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts was
charged 74 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. So 7/ minutes have
been charged to us for unanimous con-
sent requests, notwithstanding the fact
that we have a closed rule. I think ev-
erybody stayed within the limit maybe
with a little bit of an exception.

I ask unanimous consent that our
time be reinstated.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

Mr. SESSIONS. There is objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to appeal the ruling of the
Chair.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is
no ruling before the House at this time.
0 1030
Mr. HOYER. Parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Maryland is recognized.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, would it be
in order to move a motion that the

par-
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time not be charged to Mr. MCGOVERN
as the representative, the ranking
member, of the Rules Committee, that
a motion be in order that we could vote
on? Would that be in order, Mr. Speak-
er?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is
not an appropriate motion.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker,
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Maryland will state his
parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. HOYER. I am reluctant to move
something that the Speaker has ad-
vised is not available to us. On the
other hand, this is an issue, under my
parliamentary inquiry, I would ask my
friend, the chairman of the Rules Com-
mittee, if he might reconsider his ob-
jection.

There are very strong feelings on this
bill. This bill was not noted for consid-
eration until last night. This bill
comes to the floor with less than 12
hours’ preparation; and while I under-
stand the gentleman’s view, it would
seem not so much because it is the rule
but because it is fair, there are strong,
deeply held feelings on this bill, I
would urge my friend to withdraw his
objection. We’re talking about prob-
ably 5, 6, 7, 8—I don’t how much time
Mr. CLEAVER took—minutes, so we
could have the full 30 minutes of debate
on the rule itself. I would ask my
friend if he would consider that.

Mr. SESSIONS. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
I object. When I receive the time, I will
offer an explanation.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

To the gentleman, the minority
whip, I would encourage him to please
recognize that his request to me, as my
dear friend, Mr. MCGOVERN, as we stat-
ed last night in the Rules Committee, I
would encourage you to please offer me
an opportunity to explain not just the
position but what I believe is the in-
tent of what we are attempting to do.

Mr. Speaker, in the vote that was
held for the farm bill, 171 Republicans
voted for it, 62 Republicans voted
against it. For the farm bill, 24 Demo-
crats voted for it, 172 Democrats voted
against it. This meant that the farm
bill did not pass. It did not pass this
body; and as a result of the significance
of the underlying legislation of the
farm bill that does include provisions
related to SNAP, the Republican lead-
ership, up to and including the Speaker
of the House, the gentleman from Ohio;
and the majority leader, the gentleman
from Virginia, felt it was very impor-
tant for this body to, as quickly as we
returned, to offer a bill that could be
passed. With the hope that it could be
passed, an analysis of that bill was
done; once again, remembering that
only 24 Democrats helped to pass the
previous bill.

We are attempting to then separate,
bifurcate, offer today a rule and the
underlying legislation which hopefully

further
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will pass which would go to conference.
And the Senate, because they have
passed their own farm bill, has in-
cluded in provisions where they discuss
SNAP. As a result of that, that will be
included in their bill on a conference
measure.

The House simply at this point, if we
pass this part, could go to conference—
could go to conference—and would be
without resolution, would not have
passed an amendment or a piece which
would discuss it. So, in essence, my
conferees, your conferees, our con-
ferees, that would include the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON)
as well as Mr. LUCAS from OKklahoma,
would go to the conference without res-
olution from this body. That’s all we’re
talking about. It’s fully debatable
under the conference. We simply would
not have made a decision to change ex-
isting law. And the change in existing
law would mean that the Senate con-
ferees could stick to their position and
hold the cut to $4 billion, and we would
not have a position to cut a penny.

I believe that this is an honest at-
tempt to get us to go to—by passing
part of the farm bill—to get to con-
ference. And the tactics against that
are simply to keep us from going to
conference where we would show up
with whatever we pass.

Now, if T have overstated this or un-
derstated this, I would encourage the
minority whip to please engage me in a
colloquy at this time, and I would yield
to the gentleman on the substance of
what I have spoken about to feel free
to enlighten me, and for us to work
through this very important issue.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend for
yielding.

First, let me say that this side of the
aisle believes the passage of the farm
bill is very, very important. It is im-
portant for our agricultural interests,
for our farmers. We believe it’s very
important for those who are relying on
nutritional programs and support from
us. So we share the view and are
strongly in favor of the view of passing
a farm bill, number one, I tell my
friend.

Secondly, I would tell the gentleman,
as he well knows, the farm bill, for the
past 2 years, has passed out of the com-
mittee with a majority of Democrats,
and I think maybe unanimous, but cer-
tainly the overwhelming majority of
Republicans. It passed out last year as
a bipartisan bill. It was not brought to
the floor. It was not brought to the
floor, as the gentleman recalls, because
of the controversies on your side, not
our side, of the aisle.

Mr. PETERSON, to whom the gen-
tleman referred and the ranking mem-
ber of the committee, was in support of
the farm bill. In fact, he indicated that
he thought there would be sufficient
Democrats, with Republicans, to pass
the farm bill. Very frankly, as the gen-
tleman articulated, you lost 62 votes
on your side of the aisle, notwith-
standing the fact that you adopted
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three amendments during the course of
consideration of the farm bill that Mr.
PETERSON advised would undercut his
ability and the Democrats’ ability to
support the bill.

Very frankly, I tell my friend that
what has happened, the farm bill was a
bipartisan bill supported by a majority
of the Democrats in the committee, as
the gentleman knows, and by the rank-
ing Democrat, Mr. PETERSON. It came
to the floor, however, and that biparti-
sanship was undermined by the amend-
ments that were adopted. I think that
was to the knowledge of certainly Mr.
Lucas. I know that Mr. LUCAS Kknew
that it was undermining it.

We now find ourselves in a position—
and I understand what the gentleman
has said trying to get to conference—
where there was little or no discussion,
certainly not with me, not with Leader
PELOSI, about how we could move for-
ward in creating a greater bipartisan
coalition, while clearly recognizing
there was opposition in your party and
opposition in my party. So the way
this could have passed in a construc-
tive way, in my view, would have been
had we reached a bipartisan com-
promise.

Unfortunately, as is too frequently
the case, we have seen where we have
gone to, in my perspective, an ultra-
partisan resolution to try to pass this
bill and presumably pick up a number
of the 62; and you’ll need a substantial
number of the 62 because we don’t be-
lieve, as you can tell, that this is a
process that we can support. But it is
unfortunate because the gentleman is
correct, and I respect the gentleman’s
observation, it’s important that we
pass a farm bill. But for over half a
century, we have passed a farm bill in
a bipartisan fashion with consideration
from the nutrition people in our coun-
try to make sure that those who are
without food and are hungry would
have food.

Mr. SESSIONS. Reclaiming my time,
and I would encourage the gentleman
to still stand.

We are now here at a point on the
floor where we are, rightly or wrongly,
attempting to be forthright and honest
about what is in the bill and what our
intents are. I would hope that the gen-
tleman would recognize that what we
have carefully done is excluded some
extraneous pieces which might mean—
excluded the things that would cause
the bill to fail and would not allow us,
because we come to no decision therein
of the House, that we could not pass
the final bill.

And what we’re trying to do is take
this to conference without any decision
thereon. That is not an indication of a
lack of willingness on the part of the
Republican leadership or any of our Re-
publican Members. It simply says we
could not come to a decision at this
point, and what we’re trying to do is to
move forward so we can get to con-
ference.

The gentleman, I hope, does recog-
nize that the Senate has spoken. Our
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conferees would be at the table and
simply would not have a position that
has been taken by this House. In no
way would it mean it couldn’t be dis-
cussed or could not be done.

So I would encourage the gentleman
to understand then current law would
prevail. The current law would prevail
because we have come to no decision
therein.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, first of all, T urge every
single Democrat and Republican to op-
pose this rule and to oppose this bill.
This is a closed rule. Closed. No amend-
ments. Closed.

And contrary to the claims by some,
this bill is not identical to the bill we
voted on a few weeks ago. The Repub-
lican majority has, in fact, dramati-
cally changed this farm bill. This 608-
page bill, introduced an hour before the
Rules Committee met last night, has
several major changes that we know
about. I say ‘‘know about’ because we
really don’t know what’s in this bill,
and we do not know how some of the
changes will affect long-term farm pol-
icy.

Something new in this bill is the re-
peal of the 1949 permanent law. What
does that mean? What impact will that
language have on future farm policy?
Who knows. There hasn’t been a single
hearing on this language; nor has there
been a markup. Nothing. Nothing.

This bill also eliminates the entire
nutrition title, which includes more
than just food stamps. It includes mon-
eys for food banks, emergency food as-
sistance, and food for our senior citi-
zens. The whole title is gone.

Three weeks ago, the farm bill was
defeated Dbecause Democrats were
strongly opposed to the assault on nu-
trition programs. And, quite frankly,
some right wing Republicans voted
“no”” because they oppose nearly all
government programs. Rather than
trying to moderate the bill by working
with Democrats, rather than compro-
mising, Republican leaders have veered
sharply to the right trying to win back
the Republican Tea Partyers who voted
“no.” And the result of all of this is the
bill before us.

Now, my question is: What were the
right wingers in the Republican con-
ference promised in order to change
their votes from ‘‘no” to ‘“‘yes’”? What
is the backroom deal that they have
negotiated with the Republican leader-
ship? How deep of a cut in the SNAP
program were they promised?

Now, last night in the Rules Com-
mittee we were told there’s nothing to
worry about; that even though title IV
was not included in this legislation, it
is still conferenceable if the bill were
to go to conference with the Senate.
We were told that rather than the $20.5
billion cut to SNAP that was in the
House bill, that it was possible we
could end up with the Senate-passed
$4.5 billion cut, or that we could end up
with no cuts at all.
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Does anybody believe that either of
those two scenarios is likely or even
possible—in this Congress?

I have great respect for the chairman
of the Agriculture Committee, Mr.
Lucas; but I do not trust this Repub-
lican leadership.

I spent a great deal of time on this
House floor during the debate on this
bill a few weeks ago, and I heard Re-
publican speaker after Republican
speaker attack SNAP, attack poor peo-
ple and diminish their struggle. We had
nasty amendment after nasty amend-
ment attached to the bill attacking the
nutrition programs that benefit the
most vulnerable in America. Some of
the rhetoric that was spoken on this
floor, quite frankly, was offensive.

And leading up to today’s vote, I read
with great interest the recent quotes
from Republican Members, some who
called for sunsetting of the food stamp
program, and some who called for deep-
er cuts in the program.

I just want to say, for the RECORD, to
my friend from Texas, the 47 million
people who are on SNAP are not extra-
neous. They are important. They are
part of our community, and we should
not diminish their struggle.

So let’s be clear. This attempt to sep-
arate the nutrition title from the rest
of the farm bill is all about gutting the
nutrition title. It’s all about going
after Americans who are struggling in
poverty. It’s all about denying the
working poor the right to food.

So when we’re asked to trust Repub-
lican leaders, to give them the benefit
of the doubt, I can’t. Trust is some-
thing that is earned, and the behavior
of this Republican House towards pro-
grams that help the working poor, the
needy, and the vulnerable has been ap-
palling.

Mr. Speaker, this is a bad bill. This is
a bad process. It should be defeated.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I've represented my party and my
leadership on the floor today in the
most sincere way, with an opportunity
for me to discuss with senior members,
not just of the Rules Committee, but
also of the Democratic leadership. And
in no way, in no way, is the Republican
Party trying to do anything more in
this bill that’s on here today other
than to bifurcate and to pass pieces of
legislation that then can go to con-
ference. But we have to find a way to
pass the bill.

I would remind my colleagues that
172 Democrats voted against the bill,
then passing it to go to conference, and
171 Republicans voted for the bill and
sending it to conference.

The height of, really, the work that
we do is to gain a chance to have a
product, in this case the farm bill, that
can then go to conference. It’s not hy-
perbole. It is an actual event that can
happen. Because the Senate has done
their work and finished their work, we
are trying to do the same.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
RICHMOND) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it’s sinful, it increases pov-
erty in America, and it takes the food
off the table of American families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I appeal
the ruling of the Chair.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the
gentleman make a point of order?

Mr. HOYER. I make a point of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his point of order.

Mr. HOYER. The point of order is
that, in fact, consistent with your rul-
ings today, that the gentleman’s unan-
imous consent request was not any dif-
ferent, in substance or in length, than
the unanimous consent requests that
have been made on a number of occa-
sions, and time was not charged. That
is inconsistent. It is a subjective judg-
ment, and I appeal the ruling of the
Chair.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does
any other Member wish to be heard on
the point of order?

If not, the Chair is prepared to rule.

The decision on how and when a
Member will be charged in debate is a
matter confined to the discretion of
the Chair. However, the question of
whether the form of a unanimous con-
sent request is in order under the rules
is a proper subject for a ruling from the
Chair.

In the opinion of the Chair, it is not
in order to embellish a unanimous con-
sent request with debate. Remarks in
the form of debate are charged to the
Member yielding.

The request by the gentleman from
Louisiana contained remarks in the na-
ture of debate. The point of order is
overruled.

Mr. HOYER. I appeal the ruling of
the Chair.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Shall the decision of the
Chair stand in the judgment of the
House?

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to lay the appeal on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the motion to table.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I demand a
recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 226, noes 196,
not voting 12, as follows:

The
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Aderholt
Alexander
Amash
Amodei
Bachmann
Bachus
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Benishek
Bentivolio
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Bonner
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burgess
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Capito
Carter
Cassidy
Chabot
Chaffetz
Coble
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Conaway
Cook
Cotton
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Culberson
Daines
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers
Farenthold
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gardner
Garrett
Gerlach
Gibbs
Gibson
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy

Andrews
Barber
Barrow (GA)
Bass

Beatty
Becerra
Bera (CA)
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Brady (PA)
Braley (IA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps

[Roll No. 347]
AYES—226

Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (MO)
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Grimm
Guthrie
Hall
Hanna
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (WA)
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Holding
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hurt
Issa
Jenkins
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jordan
Joyce
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Lankford
Latham
Latta
LoBiondo
Long
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
Marchant
Marino
Massie
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
Olson
Palazzo
Paulsen
Pearce

NOES—196

Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu
Cicilline
Clarke

Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
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Perry

Petri
Pittenger
Pitts

Poe (TX)
Pompeo
Posey

Price (GA)
Radel

Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Royce
Runyan
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schock
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Southerland
Stewart
Stivers
Stockman
Stutzman
Terry
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walorski
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Young (IN)

Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
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Engel Loebsack Richmond
Enyart Lofgren Roybal-Allard
Eshoo Lowenthal Ruiz
Esty Lowey Ruppersberger
Farr Lujan Grisham Rush
Fattah (NM) Ryan (OH)
Foster Lujan, Ben Ray  Sanchez, Linda
Frankel (FL) (NM) T.
Fudge Lynch Sanchez, Loretta
Gabbard Maffei Sarbanes
Gallego Maloney, Schakowsky
Garamendi Carolyn Schiff
Garcia Maloney, Sean Schneider
Grayson Markey Schrader
Green, Al Matheson Schwartz
Green, Gene Matsui Scott (VA)
Grijalva McCollum Scott, David
Hahn McDermott Serrano
Hanabusa McGovern Sewell (AL)
Hastings (FL) McIntyre Shea-Porter
Heck (WA) McNerney Sherman
Higgins Meeks Sinema
Himes Meng Sires
Hinojosa Michaud Slaughter
Honda Miller, George Smith (WA)
Hoyer Moore Speier
Huffman Murphy (FL) Swalwell (CA)
Israel Nadler Takano
Jackson Lee Napolitano Thompson (CA)
Jeffries Neal Thompson (MS)
Johnson (GA) Nolan Tierney
Johnson, E. B. O’Rourke Titus
Jones Owens Tonko
Kaptur Pallone Tsongas
Keating Pascrell Van Hollen
Kelly (IL) Pastor (AZ) Vargas
Kennedy Payne Veasey
Kildee Pelosi Vela
Kilmer Perlmutter Velazquez
Kind Peters (CA) Visclosky
Kirkpatrick Peters (MI) Walz
Kuster Peterson Wasserman
Langevin Pingree (ME) Schultz
Larsen (WA) Pocan Waters
Larson (CT) Polis Watt
Lee (CA) Price (NC) Waxman
Levin Quigley Welch
Lewis Rahall Wilson (FL)
Lipinski Rangel Yarmuth
NOT VOTING—12
Broun (GA) Horsford Negrete McLeod
Campbell Hunter Rogers (MI)
Gutiérrez McCarthy (NY) Schweikert
Holt Moran Shimkus

Ms. CHU and Ms. SPEIER changed
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their vote from ‘“‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

Messrs. PERRY, SMITH of Missouri,
GARDNER, WALBERG, GERLACH,

SANFORD, WEBSTER of Florida,
SMITH of Texas, WOODALL and
DENHAM, and Ms. HERRERA

BEUTLER changed their vote from
64n057 tAO <¢a,ye.77

So the motion to table was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I will insert in the RECORD the
Statement of Administration Policy
opposing this bill.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESI-
DENT, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT
AND BUDGET,

Washington, DC, July 10, 2013.

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY

H.R. 2642—FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM AND
RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2013
(Rep. Lucas, R-OK)

The Administration strongly opposes H.R.
2642, the Federal Agriculture Reform and
Risk Management Act of 2013. Because the
608 page bill was made available only this
evening, the Administration has had inad-
equate time to fully review the text of the

bill. It is apparent, though, that the bill does
not contain sufficient commodity and crop
insurance reforms and does not invest in re-
newable energy, an important source of jobs
and economic growth in rural communities
across the country. Legislation as important
as a Farm Bill should be constructed in a
comprehensive approach that helps strength-
en all aspects of the Nation. This bill also
fails to reauthorize nutrition programs,
which benefit millions of Americans—in
rural, suburban and urban areas alike. The
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
is a cornerstone of our Nation’s food assist-
ance safety net, and should not be left be-
hind as the rest of the Farm Bill advances.

If the President were presented with H.R.
2642, his senior advisors would recommend
that he veto the bill.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER), the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Rules.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
want everybody who may be watching
this or in earshot to understand that
when the House of Representatives
cannot pass a farm bill, we have
reached a new low. The reverence in
which we hold our farmers is so strong
that the farm bill could almost be a
part of the Pledge of Allegiance. I want
to point out to you that this is the sec-
ond time that this House is going to
likely not be able to pass a farm bill.

I know I don’t have to point out to
my constituents on both sides of the
aisle that the SNAP program, the nu-
trition program, the school lunch pro-
gram, the Meals on Wheels and what
we do to feed people in this country is
also a farm program because, believe
it, people, that’s where the food comes
from. So when you take those pro-
grams away, you also hurt the farmers.

We had a pretty offensive attempt
here about 3 weeks ago to defund the
program. So I do not trust, I'm sorry to
say, the majority with trying to do
something about this bill. In fact, I'll
make a prediction right now. If they
decide to bring up the nutrition pro-
gram as a freestanding bill or anything
from the Agriculture Committee,
there’s not a chance anywhere—it’s
better stated that way—that that could
possibly pass the House simply because
we had a lot of explaining here this
morning. We were told that the fact
that the Republicans took the SNAP
and the nutrition program out of it
would not be construed by the Amer-
ican people as if they’re opposed to
feeding people, it’s just that they
thought it was a piece of extraneous
matter that they could deal with
maybe in this some other way.

What a tragedy that is for all of us to
have to go back home and try to ex-
plain to the people that we represent
that this House—the most dysfunc-
tional House in history—spending $25
million a week to operate the House of
Representatives, that our biggest trick
here is to pass a bill here that we know
from the outset will never see the light
of day. Almost all of them have State-
ments of Administration Policy that
no way in the world would the Presi-
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dent ever sign any kind of a bill like
that.

Enough already. Enough. We’ve dis-
graced ourselves before the country.
We have disgraced ourselves in front of
the world. Now, we are raising a gen-
eration of children right now who have
not been adequately——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). The time of the gentlewoman
has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield the gentle-
lady an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I will just end up
this way: I've been here a while. I've
never seen anything this dysfunctional.
I really am embarrassed to say today
that trying to feed people could be a
reason why they would stop the farm
bill—which, as I said, has been a bipar-
tisan bill, has gone through like a hot
knife through butter ever since we
started doing farm bills in the United
States. This is the lowest of the low.
When we can’t pass this, you know, la-
dies and gentlemen, they can’t run the
House.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I'm
here to tell you that the opportunity
for the Rules Committee to put the bill
on the floor, as we did several weeks
ago, resulted in 172 Democrats voting
against the bill, which meant that it
did not make it out of the House, and
that’s why we’re here today. We are
here today because the bill did not
pass. My party and our friends, the
Democrats, did not supply enough
votes to make sure that we move for-
ward. And my party is here trying to
make sure that we get a second shot at
passing the farm bill, and that’s what
we intend to do.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, let me
just say to the gentleman that the rea-
son why we did not support the farm
bill was because the farm bill that the
Republicans put on the floor would
throw 2 million of our fellow citizens
off of the food stamp program. The
price of the farm bill should not be to
make more people hungry in America.

I yield 30 seconds to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. I want to say to my
friends, the reason the farm bill lost is
because 62 of your people wouldn’t sup-
port your Chairman LUCAS, who plead-
ed for their support. That’s why the
farm bill lost. Secondly, it lost because
you adopted three amendments that
undercut poor people in America. And
so your response has been to abandon
them altogether so you could get those
votes back. Isn’t that a shame.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is reminded to address his re-
marks to the Chair and not to other
Members of the body in the second per-
son.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, as has
previously been stated, it is the intent
of the Republican leadership and this
majority party to have a bill that will
be available and ready that can pass on
what might be considered the SNAP
portions of this farm bill.
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What we’re trying to do today is to
pass this bill on the farm portions. And
it is a fair opportunity to take up the
bill exactly as we were several weeks
ago on debate, on the rule, and on the
things which passed this House for the
will of the House to have its say. That
is what we’re attempting to do today.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to include in this
bill a straight reauthorization of the
SNAP program without any cuts; cur-
rent policy, which would be the same
language as the chairman of the Rules
Committee has promised would be in-
cluded in the final product.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the
gentleman from Texas yield for such
unanimous consent?

Mr. SESSIONS. I would not yield for
that purpose.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this
point, it’s my privilege to yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI), the distinguished
Democratic leader.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding and for his
tremendous leadership on behalf of
feeding the American people. It seems
a very fundamental thing, Biblical in
nature, family-wise, and a very impor-
tant priority for all of us—except
maybe not in this House of Representa-
tives.

I want to thank Congresswoman
DELAURO for her relentless, persistent
advocacy to feed the hungry in our
country.

But I rise today—and I've thanked
them over and over again—to once
again thank the Congressional Black
Caucus. When they came to the floor
today to speak in the manner that they
did against this legislation and for val-
ues that our country shares about
being a community, they spoke not
just for the Congressional Black Cau-
cus and for their constituents, they
spoke for America.

They have fought this fight over and
over again. The inference to be drawn
from their leadership on this is not
that the black community is a commu-
nity that benefits from food stamps.
Some people in the community do.
Overwhelmingly, there are people in
your districts in rural America, there
are people in rural America who really
need us to pass this legislation. You
are taking food out of the mouths of
your own poor constituents.

Poverty in America—poverty—I'm
saying the word on the floor of the
House: poverty, poverty, poverty. Pov-
erty in America seems to be a word
that people get nervous about. Poverty
in America among our children is
something shameful, but it is a reality.
It has an impact on children to have
the uncertainty in their lives that pov-
erty brings. And when that poverty
says to those children, one in four of
you are going to sleep hungry tonight,
that’s just wrong, and it’s wrong for
America. It is not consistent with our
values. It does not represent the sense
of community that makes America
strong and that makes America great.
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So to MARSHA FUDGE, the distin-
guished chair of the Caucus, to Mr.
CLEAVER, the former chair, to Mr. CLY-
BURN, our distinguished assistant lead-
er, to all of my colleagues in the CBC—
and a champion on the poverty issue,
Congresswoman BARBARA LEE—I could
name all of you because you’ve all been
out there on the forefront of this.

Our democracy is as strong as we are
as a people. The middle class is the
backbone of America. The aspirations
of Americans to become part of the
middle class is what we should be ad-
dressing in Congress. And what are we
doing? One hundred ninety days we’ve
been in this session and no jobs bill

et.

v The leadership of the Republican
Party says they want regular order.
They want regular order. They passed a
budget bill. Over 3 months ago, the
Senate passed a budget. The regular
order would be to go to conference, get
rid of the sequester, and to proceed
with a bill that invests in America—
Mr. HOYER’s Make It in America, in-
vest in innovation in America, build
the infrastructure of America, create
jobs, and to do so in a way that builds
community, strengthens the middle
class, and grows our economy with
jobs.

! The distinguished leadership of this
Republican Party in the House said
they want regular order and they have
respect for their committees. Well, the
Agriculture Committee, in a bipartisan
way, passed a bill out of the com-
mittee.
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I didn’t like the bill. It wouldn’t have
been a bill I would have written. When
Republicans had the leadership, Demo-
crats cooperated, and a bipartisan bill
came out of committee.

The rumor was—and I guess it was
just a rumor, but it floated—that then
it would respect that bill. If they could
come out with a bipartisan bill, it
would be taken up on the floor.

The bill that we have here—as little
we know about it because it emerged in
the middle of the night—bears no re-
semblance to the bill that came out of
committee. Actions of the Republican
leadership have been disrespectful to
the committee process, so don’t hand
us the regular order argument.

The audacity to split off the nutri-
tion parts of this bill is so stunning it
would be shocking, except this is a
“House of shocks.” I would say it is
one of the worst things you have done,
but there is such stiff competition for
that honor that I can’t really fully say
that.

But when you take food out of the
mouths of babies and you prevent a bill
from going forth that addresses our
food banks and our nutrition needs and
the rest for our country, what are you
thinking? Or are you thinking—or are
you thinking?

I thank you, CBC, for your leadership
on this. I thank you, JIM MCGOVERN
and RosA DELAURO, and all of you, be-
cause this is a fight that you are mak-
ing for every person in America to live
in a country of values, of values that
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include our faith. Our faith tells us
that to minister to the needs of God’s
creation is an act of worship; to ignore
those needs, as this bill does, is to dis-
honor the God who made us.

This is very wrong. This, even in this
place, crosses a threshold that we
should never go past—should never go
past. This is totally out of the ques-
tion.

I am a mom. One of the reasons I am
involved in politics is I see this as an
extension of my role as a mother of
five kids, and now many grandchildren.
God blessed us. But what drove me to
this was that I saw all that my kids
had, all the opportunity, all the love,
all the concern, all of the rest of it; and
I thought the best thing that we could
all do is to make sure that our chil-
dren, for their own welfare, grew up in
a country where all of America’s chil-
dren were treated with respect as we
meet their needs. That’s just not hap-
pening here today.

I call upon our friends in the faith
community, and they are here on this
issue, as well as most of the farmers
groups and all the rest. There is no-
body—there is nobody outside this
body who supports this bill who cares
about the values that we all profess to
have within these walls.

Again, taking food out of the mouths
of babies, that’s a good policy? I don’t
think so. Vote ‘“‘no’’ on this rule.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are again reminded to address
their remarks to the Chair and not to
other Members of the body.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, the op-
portunity, once again, as I stated at
the very top of this rule that we began
several hours ago, is that the Repub-
lican leadership and the Republican
membership have great respect for men
and women who have fallen on hard
times. We have great respect for the
millions of people who have lost their
jobs and continue to lose their jobs—
full-time jobs that have gone to part-
time jobs. We recognize that our coun-
try is facing very difficult times and
more difficult each and every day.

It is our hope through this bill, and a
following opportunity, to make sure
that the entire piece parts of the will
of this body go directly to the con-
ference and meet with the Senate. That
is what we are attempting to do today.
For Members to ensure that we get to
a conference with a complete part of
this bill, that is why we are here today
and will be here in the immediate fu-
ture.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to insert into the RECORD a
letter from Bob Stallman, the presi-
dent of the American Farm Bureau
Federation, in opposition to this bill.

AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION,

Washington, DC, July 11, 2013.
Hon. * * *,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
DEAR REP. * * *; The American Farm Bu-
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reau Federation is our nation’s largest gen-
eral farm organization, representing more
than 6 million member families in all 50
states and Puerto Rico. Our members rep-
resent the grassroots farmers and ranchers
who produce the wide range of food and fiber
crops for our customers here and around the
world. To achieve this, farmers and ranchers
depend on the variety of programs such as
risk management, conservation, credit and
rural development contained in H.R. 2642
that is scheduled to be voted on by the full
House today.

Last night the House Rules Committee ap-
proved the rule for considering H.R. 2642,
which also includes separating the nutrition
title from the remaining provisions of H.R.
1947, a complete farm bill that was reported
out of the House Agriculture Committee by
a 36-10 bipartisan vote.

We are very disappointed in this action.
The ‘“‘marriage” between the nutrition and
farm communities and our constituents in
developing and adopting comprehensive farm
legislation has been an effective, balanced
arrangement for decades that has worked to
ensure all Americans and the nation bene-
fits. In spite of reports to the contrary, this
broad food and farm coalition continues to
hold strong against partisan politics. In fact,
last week, more than 530 groups representing
the farm, conservation, credit, rural develop-
ment and forestry industries urged the
House to not split the bill. Similar commu-
nications were relayed from the nutrition
community. Yet today, in spite of the broad-
based bipartisan support for keeping the
farm bill intact, you will vote on an ap-
proach that seeks to affect a divorce of this
longstanding partnership. It is frustrating to
our members that this broad coalition of
support for passage of a complete farm bill
appears to have been pushed aside in favor of
interests that have no real stake in this farm
bill, the economic vitality and jobs agri-
culture provides or the customers farmers
and ranchers serve.

We are quite concerned that without a
workable nutrition title, it will prove to be
nearly impossible to adopt a bill that can be
successfully conferenced with the Senate’s
version, approved by both the House and
Senate and signed by the President.

We are also very much opposed to the re-
peal of permanent law contained in H.R. 2642.
This provision received absolutely no discus-
sion in any of the process leading up to the
passage of the bill out of either the House or
Senate Agriculture Committees. To replace
permanent law governing agricultural pro-
grams without hearing from so much as a
single witness on what that law should be re-
placed with is not how good policy is devel-
oped.

As recently as last December, the threat of
reverting to permanent law was the critical
element that forced Congress to pass an ex-
tension of the current farm bill when it
proved impossible to complete action on the
new five-year farm bill—an action that not
only provided important safety net programs
for this year, it ensured Congress would have
time this year to consider comprehensive re-
forms that contribute billions to deficit re-
duction.

We urge you to oppose the rule as well to
vote against final passage of this attempt to
split the farm bill and end permanent law
provisions for agriculture.

Sincerely,
BOB STALLMAN,
President.
Mr. McGOVERN. At this time, I

would like to yield 3 minutes to a lead-
er on this issue, the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO).

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, a vote
for this bill is a vote to end nutrition
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programs in America. Members on the
other side of the aisle have already ex-
pressed that this morning. Imagine re-
ferring to the nutrition title of the
farm bill as extraneous—extraneous.
Dealing with hunger, dealing with peo-
ple who have fallen on those hard
times, dealing with their food insecu-
rity and their being hungry and Kkids
going to bed hungry every night in this
Nation is extraneous. But that says it
all. That tells you where their values
are.

Before we consider the content of
this legislation, take a minute to re-
view what just has happened. Shortly
before 8 p.m. last night, the majority
posted a 608-page bill online and an-
nounced a meeting at 9 to consider the
bill. The majority violated their own
rule of allowing at least 3 days to re-
view legislation before a vote.

I have a copy of the bill right here.
This is the bill—608 pages. Have my
colleagues read all of the 608 pages?
Have they taken the time to know
what is in it? Do they understand that
in 2014, in fact, that what they have
done adds to the deficit? No.

Instead, we are recklessly pushing
forward this partisan bill designed to
inflict great harm. And even more per-
nicious is the substance of this bill,
which throws millions of American
families aside. This removes the entire
nutrition title from the farm bill with
no indication that the majority intends
to take up those programs in the near
future.

Let’s be clear about what this means.
Food stamps are the critical central
strand of our social safety net—our
country’s most important effort to deal
with hunger—helping over 47 million
Americans: nearly half of them are
children; 99 percent of recipients live
below the poverty line; and 75 percent
of households receiving this aid include
a child, a senior citizen, or an indi-
vidual with a disability. These are the
individuals and the people that this Re-
publican majority has just called ex-
traneous. They are not extraneous.

The bill before us would mean the
death knell of the food stamp program
and the other nutrition programs that
have been part of the farm bill for dec-
ades. This bill is immoral, and it is a
serious risk to our society.

532 farm groups sent the Speaker a
letter opposing the splitting off of nu-
trition programs. Bishop Stockton and
other religious leaders wrote a letter
calling food stamps ‘‘one of the most
effective and important Federal pro-
grams to combat hunger in the Na-
tion,” and ‘‘a crucial part of the farm
bill,”” relieving ‘‘pressure on over-
whelmed parishes, charities, food
banks, pantries, and other emergency
food providers.” Yet this bill provides
the way to gut the food stamp pro-
gram.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentlelady an additional 15 sec-
onds.
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Ms. DELAURO. Historically, the farm
bill has been a safety net for farmers
and families. It has enjoyed bipartisan
support up until now until this major-
ity has rent that support asunder.

A vote for this bill is a vote to end
nutrition programs in America, to
break the longstanding bipartisan com-
pact that the farm bill represented for
decades. It takes food out of the
mouths of hungry children, seniors,
veterans, and the disabled. It is im-
moral. These people are not extra-
neous.

I urge my colleagues to reject this
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman’s time has expired.

Members are reminded to confine
their remarks to the time allocated to
them.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, last
night we had the chairman of the Agri-
culture Committee, Mr. LUCAS, who ap-
proached the committee and said he
would like for us to consider this bill
on farm bill portions. He indicated that
he would follow up and had every in-
tent to follow up with a companion
part, the separation of these, which
would be the SNAP portions.

Today, we are attempting to offer the
bill on the farm policy, and we are
doing that. We intend to be able to put
these items together and move them
forward. I have great confidence, not
only in Mr. LUCAS, but also in every
Member of this body who understands
firsthand that women and children and
those who have fallen on hard times do
need the SNAP program. We intend to
make sure that that is properly taken
care of.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to yield to the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) for a
unanimous consent request.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in opposition to the
rule and the underlying bill, which cuts
off nutrition assistance to millions of
Americans, including thousands of
Rhode Islanders.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island?

There was no objection.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
opposition to the rule; and to the total elimi-
nation of funding for the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP) in the under-
lying Farm Bill.

Three weeks ago, the House voted down
the Republican-led Farm Bill, rejecting its dra-
conian cuts to SNAP as unnecessarily harm-
ful. The bill before us today contains virtually
the same farm provisions, only this time it
omits any and all funding for nutrition assist-
ance. Splitting agricultural and nutrition policy
sets a terrible precedent. In fact, over 500 ag-
ricultural groups oppose this bill, as do envi-
ronmental and animal welfare advocates.

In the wealthiest nation in human history, it
is unconscionable that every American cannot
afford life’s basic necessities. SNAP helps mil-
lions of Americans living in poverty put food
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on the table. Eighty percent of the households
receiving SNAP earn below the federal pov-
erty level, making it a vital form of assistance
for working families.

Last month, | proudly joined a group of my
Democratic colleagues in taking the SNAP
challenge, a commitment to living on no more
than $4.50 in daily food costs. Every member
of Congress should experience what it's like to
subsist on such a paltry sum and should un-
derstand the impact of the decisions we make
on the lives of the constituents we represent.

When we take food off of the plates of hun-
gry children, we have a moral obligation to
fully comprehend the consequences of those
actions. Under this bill, thousands of Rhode
Island families will see their SNAP benefits
evaporate. This isn’t a solution; it's a bait and
switch that | cannot support.

| urge my colleagues to oppose this rule
and reject the underlying bill.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
KILDEE) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts America’s chil-
dren.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks in strong opposi-
tion to the farm bill rule and under-
lying bill because it takes food and nu-
trition from working families and vet-
erans and seniors and children and the
disabled and many others in need.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I have
a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman will state her parliamentary
inquiry.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I won-
der if you could tell us whether it
would be in order to allow the majority
to amend the underlying bill that pro-
vides for agricultural subsidies to pro-
hibit Members of Congress who receive
financial benefits payments and tax-
payer subsidies from the underlying
legislation from actually voting on the
legislation from which they directly
profit financially? Would that be in
order for the majority to amend the
bill for that purpose?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ma-
jority manager is in charge of the
pending resolution.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I have
a further parliamentary inquiry.
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Would it be appropriate to ask the
majority to make an amendment to
the bill to prohibit Members who re-
ceive taxpayer subsidies from bene-
fiting financially and to prohibit them
from voting on the underlying legisla-
tion from which they profit finan-
cially?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair cannot speculate, but the major-
ity manager may yield for an amend-
ment to the resolution.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to a great leader on issues
dealing with poverty and hunger, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE).

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in very strong opposition to this
rule and the underlying Republican
bill.

The partisan bill before us is an
abomination and shows just how out of
touch, out of control, this extreme Tea
Party-controlled Congress is. I can’t
say, though, that I am surprised. I am
sad to say that this House has reached
a very shameful new low.

This bill also violates decades of bi-
partisan support for a delicate balance
between America’s nutrition programs,
farm conservation, and other prior-
ities. This partisan bill also fails to re-
authorize nutrition programs, which
benefit millions of Americans in rural
and urban areas across our country.
The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program is our Nation’s first line
of defense against hunger and among
the most effective forms of economic
stimulus.

Republicans say they want to de-
crease poverty and hunger—I hear this
all the time on our committees—yet
they do just the opposite.
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Be assured this bill will increase pov-
erty and hunger. It is a moral disgrace.
Nobody wants this Republican bill to
move forward—not the 532 companies
and organizations from every congres-
sional district that have urged this
Congress to not break apart the farm
bill, not the administration which
issued a veto threat last night, and cer-
tainly not the millions of low-income
and poor people and working families
with children and seniors who continue
to struggle from the impact of the
Great Recession.

Enough is enough. This is un-Amer-
ican. It’s a shame and a disgrace. It’s
not only on days that we worship that
we must remember to do unto others as
you would have them do unto you.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. STUTZMAN).

Mr. STUTZMAN. Thank you, Chair-
man SESSIONS, for yielding, and thank
you for all of the hard work that you
do in the Rules Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I am a farmer. I love to
farm. It’s in my blood. I farmed before
I came to Congress, and I'll farm when
I leave.
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So, as a fourth-generation farmer,
today I rise to say we have an historic
opportunity to legislate responsibly
and reform prudently when it comes to
farm policy and food stamp policy. We,
together, can defeat business as usual
in Washington, D.C. For the first time
in 40 years of farm policy, the House
has an opportunity to enact landmark
reform in ag policy and to separate the
farm bill. Because of policy dating
back to the Carter administration, 80
percent of the last trillion-dollar farm
bill went to food stamps. I don’t believe
that’s right, and as a farmer, I can tell
you it doesn’t serve farmers well. Be-
lieve it or not, it doesn’t serve the
needs of those who need help in this
country either.

A year ago, I began to call on Con-
gress to separate the farm bill. Our
goal has been to reform ag and food
stamp policy so that they can really
help the folks they were intended to
help. Farm policy and food stamp pol-
icy should not be mixed. They should
stand on their own merits. As Congress
immorally sinks our country into debt
by $17 trillion, taxpayers deserve an
honest conversation in order to find so-
lutions to help Americans who really
need help.

Together, we can get this done and
pass the first farm-only farm bill in 40
years. Today, we can pass a bill that
sends a clear message that the days of
deceptively named budget-busting bills
are over. By splitting the bill, we can
give taxpayers an honest look at how
Washington spends our money. We’ve
made progress by eliminating direct
payments, but there is more work
ahead, so splitting the farm bill is the
next logical step on the path to real re-
form in farm policy and in helping
those who genuinely need help.

I am proud to vote for this legisla-
tion, and I thank all of those who put
such hard work into it. As a fourth-
generation farmer, I am proud to vote
for the first farm-only farm bill in 40
years.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, a par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his inquiry.

Mr. CICILLINE. Is it proper to offer
an amendment at this time or at some
future time on the underlying bill that
would preclude Members of Congress
who receive financial benefits, pay-
ments, or subsidies from the under-
lying legislation from voting on this
bill from which they directly profit fi-
nancially?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. An
amendment to the rule may only be of-
fered if the majority manager yields
for such purpose.

Mr. CICILLINE. I ask the majority
manager if he would yield for such an
amendment.

Mr. SESSIONS. All time yielded is
for the purpose of debate only, and I
will not yield for that purpose.

Mr. CICILLINE. Will the gentleman
yield for a question?
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Mr. SESSIONS. I do not know that
the gentleman has been yielded that
time by his manager.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has reserved, and
the gentleman from Massachusetts is
recognized.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I sub-
mit for the RECORD a statement from
the Club for Growth which is in opposi-
tion to this bill and which indicates
they will score this vote.

KEY VOTE ALERT—‘NO’’ ON ‘“FARM ONLY”’
BILL (H.R. )

The Club for Growth strongly opposes the
“Farm-Only”’ bill and urges all House mem-
bers to oppose it. We believe floor consider-
ation of the bill could happen as early as this
week. The vote on final passage will be in-
cluded in the Club’s 2013 Congressional
Scorecard.

Breaking up the unholy alliance between
agricultural policy and the food stamp pro-
gram within the traditional farm bill is an
excellent decision on behalf of House leader-
ship. However, the whole purpose of splitting
up the bill is to enact true reform that re-
duces the size and scope of government.
Sadly, this ‘‘farm-only’ bill does not do
that, especially under an anticipated closed
rule. It is still loaded down with market-dis-
torting giveaways to special interests with
no path established to remove the govern-
ment’s involvement in the agriculture indus-
try.

Worse, we highly suspect that this whole
process is a ‘‘rope-a-dope’’ exercise. We think
House leadership is splitting up the farm bill
only as a means to get to conference with
the Senate where a bicameral backroom deal
will reassemble the commodity and food
stamp titles, leaving us back where we start-
ed. Unless our suspicions are proven unwar-
ranted, we will continue to oppose this bill.

Our Congressional Scorecard for the 113th
Congress provides a comprehensive rating of
how well or how poorly each member of Con-
gress supports pro-growth, free-market poli-
cies and will be distributed to our members
and to the public.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. The only thing
that this House will do when it votes
today is defeat starving children. It
will again put starving children in the
abyss of the uncaring attitude of my
friends who for the first time in dec-
ades are separating the heart line of
the farm bill—the nutrition program,
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, the food stamps program.

I am glad to stand with the Demo-
cratic Caucus and the Congressional
Black Caucus and others to be able to
say that hunger is silent. There are no
children at that microphone on this
floor today, standing over here, telling
you that their bellies are protruding
because they have not eaten. There is
no one on this floor today who goes to
a summer program and who did not eat
because the breakfast program is tied
to the school, and they are out of
school, and summer brings about hun-
ger. There is no one who has told you
that families have an extra $300 bill in
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the summertime to feed their children,
and for those who do not have it, no
one has told you that the lack of pro-
tein in a diet leads to the disease and
decay of teeth and bone for the very
children that we say are the priority of
this place.

In decades, you have never separated
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program—a $20 billion cut, a $3 billion
cut, making it $23 billion in cuts. You
will never put that on the floor. You
will slide it through because all the
folks want is a piece of a sound bite at
home to say they believe in deficit re-
duction.

I believe in the life of the children. I
believe in growing our children. Vote
ﬂﬂno.77

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.
The gentlewoman from Texas is out of
order. The gentlewoman from Texas is
reminded to address her remarks to the
Chair and not to other Members of the
body. Members are reminded to confine
their remarks to the time allotted to
them.

Mr. SESSIONS. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. STUTZMAN), who is a farmer,
very clearly, I believe, spoke about the
intent of this bill, and that is that we
are going to talk about farm policy.

There are revisions and changes that
update not only Federal farm policy,
but they are done on a bipartisan basis.
The gentlemen on both sides of the
aisle—the ranking member and the
chairman of the Agriculture Com-
mittee—have worked very closely on
this, and I believe that what is on the
floor today offers an opportunity to de-
bate that and to see if we can pass it.
That’s what we are trying to do.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to yield 12 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE).

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, appar-
ently, it was not enough for the House
majority to decimate the nutrition
title the last time we considered the
farm bill a few weeks ago with the $20
billion cut. When they couldn’t get the
majority of Republicans to vote for it
because it just wasn’t cut enough, they
just eliminated the entire nutrition
title—the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, the Emergency Food
Assistance Program, the Commodity
Supplemental Food Program. These are
fancy names and acronyms for the pro-
grams that allow seniors, young chil-
dren, and the disabled to stock their
food pantries. I can’t wrap my mind
around the shameful nature of this mo-
ment, a moment when we are moving
forward with the farm bill and leaving
behind 47 million of our Nation’s hun-
gry.

Now, it has been asserted, Mr. Speak-
er, that the House leadership is not at-
tempting to starve vulnerable families
but merely wants to expedite the pas-
sage of the all-important agricultural
components of the bill by removing the
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extraneous nutrition title. Since 1965,
we have reauthorized our antihunger
programs alongside our agriculture-re-
lated policies in a marriage; but at this
moment, the House has filed for di-
vorce, and the primary breadwinner is
abandoning two-thirds of the family,
consisting of children—young, babies—
the elderly, and the disabled. H.R. 2642
is a deadbeat majority’s proposal to
avoid child support, elderly subsidies,
and food assistance to the disabled of
47 million people.

What kind of message are we sending
with the passage of this bill? We are
telling our Nation’s hungry that Con-
gress is willing to turn a blind eye and
that food is an extraneous concern of
the Congress.

Mr. SESSIONS. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlelady from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) for the pur-
pose of a unanimous consent request.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks on behalf of the
people of the Virgin Islands in strong
opposition to this farm bill. It hurts
children and families in our country.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlelady from Florida (Ms.
FRANKEL) for the purpose of a unani-
mous consent request.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to revise
and extend my remarks in strong oppo-
sition to this farm bill rule and under-
lying bill because it cruelly takes food
away from poor children, the elderly,
and the disabled.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
for a unanimous consent request.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it increases hunger in our
country.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time will
be charged.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. CARTWRIGHT) for the purpose of a
unanimous consent request.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to revise and
extend my remarks in strong opposi-
tion to this farm bill rule and the un-
derlying bill because it increases hun-
ger in America, and it punishes all of
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those who rely on the SNAP program
in this country.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject. I can’t agree to a unanimous con-
sent that this increases hunger in
America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is not recognized
for the purpose of debate.

Objection to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania’s request was heard.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker,
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his inquiry.

Mr. WATT. Whose time got charged
with the last two unanimous consent
requests? Both were one sentence, and
you’re saying they were charged.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts’ time has
been charged.

Mr. WATT. Would the Speaker ex-
plain to the House why that is the case.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Any re-
quest that is accompanied by remarks
that are in the nature of debate is
charged, not the unanimous consent re-
quest itself, but the remarks that fol-
low the unanimous consent request
that are in the nature of debate.

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I object to
that ruling, and I would ask the Speak-
er to reverse it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is
no ruling pending at this time. There is
nothing for the gentleman to object
formally to.

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the time of the two previous speakers
who asked for unanimous consent not
be charged to the time of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s motion is not in order. There
is no motion that can achieve that end.

Mr. WATT. I ask unanimous consent
to restore the time to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

Mr. GOHMERT. Objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. I am not yielding for
that purpose.

a par-

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker,
that the House do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to adjourn.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 138, nays
265, not voting 31, as follows:

I move

Andrews
Bass
Beatty
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu
Cicilline
Clarke

Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo

Farr
Fattah
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Garamendi

Aderholt
Alexander
Amash
Amodei
Bachmann
Bachus
Barber
Barletta
Barr
Barrow (GA)
Barton
Benishek
Bentivolio
Bera (CA)
Bishop (NY)
Black
Blackburn
Bonamici
Bonner
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Braley (IA)
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burgess
Bustos
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Capito
Carney
Carter
Cassidy
Chabot
Chaffetz
Coble
Coffman
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Conaway
Cook
Cotton
Courtney

[Roll No. 348]
YEAS—138

Grayson
Green, Al
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanabusa
Hastings (FL)
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meng
Miller, George
Moore
Moran
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan

NAYS—265

Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Culberson
Daines
Davis, Rodney
DeGette
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers
Enyart

Esty
Farenthold
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gabbard
Gallego
Garcia
Gardner
Garrett
Gerlach
Gibbs
Gibson
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Gene
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Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Peterson
Pingree (ME)
Pocan
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watt
Waxman
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Grimm
Guthrie

Hall

Hanna
Harper

Harris
Hastings (WA)
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Holding
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hurt

Issa

Jenkins
Johnson, Sam
Jones

Jordan

Joyce
Keating
Kelly (PA)
Kilmer

Kind

King (NY)
Kingston
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline

Kuster
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Lankford
Latham
Latta
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Long

Lucas
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Luetkemeyer Peters (CA) Shuster
Lummis Peters (MI) Simpson
Lynch Petri Sinema
Maffei Pittenger Smith (MO)
Marchant Pitts Smith (NE)
Marino Poe (TX) Smith (TX)
Massie Polis Southerland
Matheson Pompeo Stewart
McCarthy (CA) Posey Stivers
McCaul Price (GA) Stockman
MecClintock Radel Stutzman
McCollum Rahall Terry
McHenry Reed Thompson (CA)
MeclIntyre Reichert Thompson (PA)
McKeon Renacci Thornberry
McKinley Ribble Tiberi
McMorris Rice (SC) Tierney

Rodgers Rigell Tipton
Meadows Roby Turner
Meehan Roe (TN) Upton
Messer Rogers (AL)
Mica Rogers (KY) Valadao
Michaud Rohrabacher Vela
Miller (FL) Rokita Wagner
Miller (MI) Rooney Walberg
Miller, Gary Ros-Lehtinen Walden
Mullin Roskam Walorski
Mulvaney Ross Weber (TX)
Murphy (FL) Rothfus Webster (FL)
Murphy (PA) Royce Wenstrup
Neugebauer Runyan Westmoreland
Noem Ryan (OH) Whitfield
Nugent Ryan (WI) Williams
Nunes Salmon Wilson (SC)
Nunnelee Sanchez, Loretta Wittman
Olson Sanford Wolf
Owens Scalise Womack
Palazzo Schneider Woodall
Pastor (AZ) Schock Yoder
Paulsen Scott, Austin Yoho
Pearce Sensenbrenner Young (AK)
Perlmutter Sessions Young (FL)
Perry Sherman Young (IN)

NOT VOTING—31
Becerra Holt O’Rourke
Bilirakis Horsford Pelosi
Bishop (UT) Hunter Rogers (MI)
Broun (GA) Johnson (GA) Rush
Campbell Johnson (OH) Schweikert
Cole King (IA) Shimkus
DeFazio Kirkpatrick Sires
Gingrey (GA) Markey :
Gosar McCarthy (NY) igﬁf{ﬁ ND
Grijalva Meeks
Hartzler Negrete McLeod
0O 1220

Messrs. PETRI and GOWDY changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘“‘nay.”

Ms. KAPTUR, Mrs. NAPOLITANO,
Mr. YARMUTH and Mrs. LOWEY
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’” to
iiyea"’

So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated against:

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
348 | was unavoidably absent. Had | been
present, | would have voted “no.”

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
July 11, 2013, | missed rollcall vote No. 348
for unavoidable reasons. Had | been present,
| would have voted as follows: rolicall No. 348:
“nay” (on motion to adjourn).

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, July 11, 2013, | was unable to vote. Had
| been present, | would have voted as follows:
On rolicall No. 348, “nay.”

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, on July 11, 2013,
| was unavoidably detained and was not
present for rollcall vote number 348. Had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

———
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
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that the Senate has passed without
amendment bills of the House of the
following titles:

H.R. 251. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain Federal fea-
tures of the electric distribution system of
the South Utah Valley Electric Service Dis-
trict, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2564. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to facilitate the development
of hydroelectric power on the Diamond Fork
System of the Central Utah Project.

The message also announced that the
Senate agreed to the amendment of the
House to a Senate amendment on a bill
of the House of the following title:

H.R. 588. An act to provide for donor con-
tribution acknowledgements to be displayed
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Visitor
Center, and for other purposes.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 2642, FEDERAL AGRI-
CULTURE REFORM AND RISK
MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms.
BoNAMICI) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it will increase hunger in
America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Oregon?

Mr. GOHMERT. I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to my good friend, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for a
unanimous consent request.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it takes food nutrition
away from working families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

Mr. GOHMERT. I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts will state
his point of parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Am I understanding
the gentleman’s objection correctly
that what he is doing is not even giving
Members on our side the courtesy of
stating their statement in the RECORD?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state a proper parliamen-
tary inquiry.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I'm trying to under-
stand what the objection means of the
gentleman from Texas. Does that mean

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

that the statement that the gentleman
from Massachusetts just made will not
appear in the RECORD?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ob-
jection was to the unanimous consent
request.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this
point I yield to the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. LOWEY), my good
friend, for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it hurts the working poor
and takes food and nutrition from
hardworking families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

Mr. GOHMERT. I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlelady from Nevada (Ms.
TITUS) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my
remarks in strong opposition to the
farm bill rule and the underlying bill
because it takes the safety net away
from America and Nevada’s poor fami-
lies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from the District
of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) for a unani-
mous consent request.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill and the underlying rule
because it increases hunger and pov-
erty in America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

Mr. GOHMERT. I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 15 seconds.

I think it is extremely unfortunate
that Members on the other side of the
aisle would deny Members on this side
of the aisle the ability to insert writ-
ten materials in the RECORD. In all my
years here, I have never seen such a
discourteous gesture.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I am proud to yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it
is no secret that the Republican Tea
Party has a national agenda that is
playing out right here in this Chamber
today. You are attempting to defund
food stamps—yes, you are—and place
poor people, which includes children
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and the elderly and veterans, in a posi-
tion that none of you would want to be
in.

When it was time to reauthorize the
farm bill, Republicans cut $16 billion in
food stamps. And what happened? The
Speaker refused to schedule the bill for
floor action, not because the cuts were
too deep, but because they were not
deep enough. And so the Ag Committee
made deeper cuts, this time $20 billion
in cuts. When the bill was debated, Re-
publicans then added mean-spirit
amendments that doomed the bill. Now
you bring us another bill with no nutri-
tion title at all.

We cannot stand by and be silent
when Republicans take these actions
that offend what we are as Americans.
We can do better than this.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not directly to
other Members of the body in the sec-
ond person.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. BLU-
MENAUER).

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the relentless focus on the
nutrition programs at risk; but remem-
ber, this is going to be the costliest
farm bill in history. It contains no re-
form. It concentrates Federal cash on
the largest, most profitable agri-
business. It shortchanges conservation,
guts protection for wetlands, prairies,
and forests. It rewards government de-
pendency, not innovation.

You have managed to unite the Envi-
ronmental Working Group, the Farm
Bureau, and the Club for Growth in op-
position. Congratulations.

Please reject the rule and the under-
lying bill.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve it’s important for us to under-
stand what’s in the bill, and I'd like to
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS), the chairman
of the Agriculture Committee.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I would
have preferred to focus my time in the
general debate, and that’s still my in-
tention. The rule debate historically,
as we all know in this body, is more of
a partisan discussion, generally less fo-
cused on the details of the bill than the
intensity of the process or the perspec-
tive by which the next action takes
place. I understand that.

But I would say to my friends, and I
will go into greater detail on this in
just a little bit, remember what you
are about to vote on, a rule to enable
us to proceed to a vote entails, is con-
sideration of a bill that took two
markups over 2 years in committee,
where 100 amendments were considered
in both markups, a process by which a
bill to the floor a couple of weeks ago
subject to another 100 amendments,
tremendous debate, tremendous discus-
sion, yet a bill that could not quite get
the muster of both the left and the
right.
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So we wound up a little short in the
middle. What you’re voting on today is
the farm bill farm bill. It’s what a lot
of the folks back home have said for
years they want: consider every issue
on its own merit. Well, now, we're
about to vote for a rule that will make
that possible.

But in the farm bill farm bill, we
achieve savings in the commodity
title, do away with the direct pay-
ments, that thing that’s caused such
great angst—people getting money for
not doing anything. That’s gone, a sub-
stantial number of billions of dollars in
savings.

Now, the committee had the spirit to
believe that every part of the existing
farm bill policy should save resources,
S0 we save money in the conservation
title, $6 billion. We consolidate pro-
grams. We refocus.

I would say to all my friends on the
floor, vote for the rule. Give us a
chance to proceed to the bill so that we
can consider a farm bill farm bill.

I can assure all of you that I have
given my word to the members of the
Rules Committee, to Members on each
side of this Chamber that the com-
mittee will work hard to achieve a con-
sensus on a nutrition bill. I don’t know
what kind of a consensus that will be
yet. It probably won’t satisfy both of
my friends on each side of the room to
the extreme.

But we, in good faith, did our work.
Give us a chance to consider the merits
of our reform-minded bill. Give us a
chance, then, to address the nutrition
title. Let the place work. Let the place
work.

I thank the chairman of the Rules
Committee for yielding some time to
me. I ask my colleagues to vote for
this.

I would tell you, if anything, part of
the biggest problem with the bill 2
weeks ago was we saved money every-
where; and for some reason, no one
ever wants to give anything up in this
place.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. SESSIONS. I yield the gentleman
an additional 30 seconds.

Mr. LUCAS. Sometimes you have to
have reform. Sometimes you have to do
things differently. But at least the Ag
Committee chose to make the reforms
across our jurisdiction, to make every-
body have a stake in the savings.

I know that’s contrary to how the
place works; but for one time, maybe,
this session, or this day, or this year,
or this decade, let’s try it the old way.
Let’s try and look at the issue. Let’s
try to be fair and equitable to every-
one, and let’s do the legislative work to
get, ultimately, to where we need to
be.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I'd
like to insert in the RECORD the letter
from Taxpayers for Common Sense
against this bill. I'd like to also insert
in the RECORD a letter from over 500
farm groups and conservation groups
that oppose this bill.

The

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

I also want to point out to my col-
leagues, the CBO estimates that this
bill, as written, will add $1.3 billion to
the deficit in 2014.

HOUSE LEADERSHIP PROPOSES OUTSPENDING

SENATE IN FARM BILL

Fresh on the heels of losing a Farm Bill
vote on the Floor because the rushed bill did
not cut spending enough, House leadership is
floating another plan to keep the checks
flowing to agriculture special interests: strip
out nutrition programs and pass an Ag-only
Farm Bill that spends more than one passed
by a Democrat-controlled Senate. In fact it
would spend drastically more than either the
comparable portions of the President’s FY14
budget request or Rep Paul Ryan’s FY14
budget (which called for $38 billion and $31
billion in savings, respectively).

That’s right, the Republican House major-
ity leadership is pushing a bill that would
save less than they promised, President
Obama proposed, or the Senate adopted.

The Ag-only Farm Bill shows just how re-
sistant House lawmakers are to reining in
our nation’s deficits.

House Ag-only Farm Bill Savings: $12.8 bil-
lion.

Senate Ag-only Farm Bill Savings: $13.9
billion.

Splitting nutrition and agriculture pro-
grams into separate bills is a good idea, but
only because it would break the Ag-Urban
unholy alliance that logrolled over attempts
to reform both programs. To deny amend-
ments and reforms would make bifurcation
virtually meaningless. Each bill must be
open to robust debate to ensure taxpayers
are footing the bill for only the most cost-ef-
fective, accountable, transparent, and re-
sponsive safety net for farmers and the hun-
gry poor.

An Ag-only Farm Bill the likes of H.R. 1947
is the opposite of reform. It would:

Cannibalize savings to create new generous
shallow loss entitlement programs.

Resurrect goverment-set target prices that
are higher than in the Senate bill.

Exclude all common sense steps toward
right-sizing the federally subsidized crop in-
surance program—which was estimated to
cost taxpayers a record $14 billion in FY12.
No means testing to exclude millionaire
businessmen, no limit on subsidies, zero cuts
to insurance company delivery subsidies, and
no transparency on who is benefiting from
taxpayer spending.

Increase spending on subsidized crop insur-
ance by $9 billion.

But that’s not all, the House bill would:

Increase FY14 spending by $1.34 billion
above the current baseline.

Only save $3.9 billion over the life of the
actual bill (F'Y14-18) with the rest ($9 billion)
occurring after this farm bill expires in
FY18.

If Congress simply eliminated direct pay-
ments and the failed Average Crop Revenue
Election (ACRE) program (which nearly ev-
eryone agrees needs to happen), taxpayers
would save nearly $50 billion. Adding in a few
common sense reforms to the highly sub-
sidized crop insurance program (instead of
shoveling $9 billion in new special interest
subsidies) would easily save taxpayers $100
billion or more.

Splitting the bill should be used to get bet-
ter reforms out of both nutrition programs
and the rest of the farm bill instead of just
using it as a tactic to get to a conference
committee to protect agriculture and nutri-
tion’s sacred cows. Simply divorcing the two
with no opportunity for additional reforms
isn’t acceptable when our nation faces a $16.8
trillion debt. Instead of eventually sticking
taxpayers with a trillion dollar farm bill
that barely puts a dent in the deficit, law-
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makers need to go back to the drawing board
and come up with a fiscally responsible solu-
tion that enacts a more cost-effective, ac-
countable, transparent, and responsive farm
safety net.

JULY 2, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: America’s agri-
culture, conservation, rural development, fi-
nance, forestry, energy and crop insurance
companies and organizations strongly urge
you to bring the Farm Bill (H.R. 1947, the
Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Man-
agement Act of 2013) back to the Floor as
soon as possible. This important legislation
supports our nation’s farmers, ranchers, for-
est owners, food security, natural resources
and wildlife habitats, rural communities,
and the 16 million Americans whose jobs di-
rectly depend on the agriculture industry.

Farm bills represent a delicate balance be-
tween America’s farm, nutrition, conserva-
tion, and other priorities, and accordingly
require strong bipartisan support. It is vital
for the House to try once again to bring to-
gether a broad coalition of lawmakers from
both sides of the aisle to provide certainty
for farmers, rural America, the environment
and our economy in general and pass a five-
year farm bill upon returning in July. We be-
lieve that splitting the nutrition title from
the rest of the bill could result in neither
farm nor nutrition programs passing, and
urge you to move a unified farm bill forward.

Thank you for your support. We look for-
ward to our continued dialogue as the proc-
ess moves forward and stand ready to work
with you to complete passage of the new
five-year Farm Bill before the current law
expires again on September 30, 2013.

Sincerely,

1st Farm Credit Services, 25x’25, Advanced
Biofuels Association, Ag Credit, ACA,
AgChoice, AgGeorgia, AgHeritage Farm
Credit Services, AgriBank, Agriculture
Council of Arkansas, Agriculture Energy Co-
alition.

Agricultural Retailers Association,
AgriLland, Agri-Mark, Inc., AgCarolina,
AgCountry, AgFirst, AgPreference, AgSouth,
AgStar Financial Services, ACA, AgTexas,
Alabama Ag Credit, Alabama Cotton Com-
mission, Alabama Dairy Producers, Alabama
Farm Credit, Alabama Farmers Cooperative,
Alabama Farmers Federation.

Alabama Pork Producers, Alaska Farmers
Union, American AgCredit, American Agri-
culture Movement, American Association of
Avian Pathologists, American Association of
Bovine Practitioners, American Association
of Crop Insurers, American Association of
Small Ruminant Practitioners, American
Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diag-
nosticians, American Bankers Association,
American Beekeeping Federation, American
Biogas Council, American Coalition for Eth-
anol, American Cotton Shippers Association,
American Crystal Sugar Company, American
Dairy Science Association.

American Farm Bureau Federation, Amer-
ican Farmers and Ranchers Mutual Insur-
ance Company, American Farmland Trust,
American Feed Industry Association, Amer-
ican Fruit and Vegetable Processors and
Growers Coalition, American Forest Founda-
tion, American Forest Resource Council,
American Forests, American Honey Pro-
ducers Association, American Malting Bar-
ley Association, American Pulse Associa-
tion, American Public Works Association,
American Sheep Industry Association, Amer-
ican Society of Agronomy, American Sugar
Alliance, American Sugar Cane League.

American Sugarbeet Growers Association,
American Society of Farm Managers and
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Rural Appraisers, American Soybean Asso-
ciation, American Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation, Animal Agriculture Coalition, Ani-
mal Health Institute, WAArborOne, Archery
Trade Association, Arizona Farm Bureau
Federation, Arizona Bioindustry Associa-
tion, Arizona Wool Producers Association,
Arkansas Farm Bureau, Arkansas Farmers
Union, Arkansas Rice Federation, Arkansas
Rice Producers’ Group, Arkansas State
Sheep Council.

Associated Logging Contractors—Idaho,
Associated Milk Producers, Inc., Associated
Oregon Loggers, Association of American
Veterinary Medical Colleges, Association of
Equipment Manufacturers, Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Association of
Veterinary Biologics Companies, Badgerland
Financial, Bio Nebraska Life Sciences Asso-
ciation, BioForward, Biotechnology Industry
Organization, Black Hills Forest Resource
Association, Bongard’s Creamery, Boone and
Crockett Club, Bowhunting Preservation Al-
liance, Calcot.

California Agricultural Irrigation Associa-
tion, California Association of Resource Con-
servation Districts, California Association of
Winegrape Growers, California Avocado
Commission, California Canning Peach Asso-
ciation, California Farm Bureau Federation,
California Farmers Union, California For-
estry Association, California Pork Producers
Association, California Wool Growers Asso-
ciation, Calvin Viator, Ph.D. and Associates,
LLC, The Campbell Group, Can Manufactur-
ers Institute, Canned Food Alliance, Cape
Fear Farm Credit, Capital Farm Credit.

Carolina Cotton Growers Cooperative,
Catch-A-Dream Foundation, Catfish Farmers
of America, Central Kentucky, ACA, Ceres
Solutions LLP, Chrisholm Trail Farm Cred-
it, CHS, Inc., CoBank, Colonial Farm Credit,
Colorado BioScience Association, Colorado
Farm Bureau, Colorado Timber Industry As-
sociation, Congressional Sportsmen’s Foun-
dation, Connecticut Forest & Park Associa-
tion, Connecticut United for Research Excel-
lence, Inc., The Conservation Fund.

Continental Dairy Products, Inc, Coopera-
tive Credit Company, Cooperative Network,
Cora-Texas Mfg. Co., Inc., Corn Producers
Association of Texas, Cotton Growers Ware-
house Association, Council for Agricultural
Science and Technology, Crop Insurance and
Reinsurance Bureau, Crop Insurance Profes-
sionals Association, Crop Science Society of
America, CropLife America, Dairy Farmers
of America, Dairy Farmers Working To-
gether, Dairy Producers of Utah, Dairylea
Cooperative Inc., Darigold, Inc.

Delta Council, Delta Waterfowl, Deltic
Timber Corporation, Ducks Unlimited,
DUDA (A. Duda & Sons, Inc.), Eastern Re-
gional Conference of Council of State Gov-
ernments, Empire State Forest Products As-
sociation, Environmental and Energy Study
Institute, Environmental Law & Policy Cen-
ter, Family Farm Alliance, Family Forest
Foundation—Washington, Farm Credit Bank
of Texas, Farm Credit Banks Funding Cor-
poration, Farm Credit Council, Farm Credit
Council Services, Farm Credit East.

Farm Credit MidSouth, Farm Credit of
Central Florida, Farm Credit of Central
Oklahoma, Farm Credit of Enid, Farm Credit
of Florida, Farm Credit of Maine, Farm
Credit of Ness City, Farm Credit of New Mex-
ico, Farm Credit of North West Florida,
Farm Credit of Southern Colorado, Farm
Credit of SW Kansas, Farm Credit of Western
Arkansas, Farm Credit of Western Kansas,
Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma, Farm
Credit Services of America, Farm Credit
Services of Illinois.

Farm Credit South, Farm Credit Virginias,
Farm Credit West, Farmer Mac, FarmFirst
Dairy Cooperative, FCS Financial, FCS of
America, FCS of Colusa-Glenn, FCS of East/
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Central Oklahoma, FCS of Hawaii, FCS of I1-
linois, FCS of Mandan, FCS of Mid-America,
FCS of North Dakota, FCS of Southwest,
Federation of Animal Science Societies.

First District Association, First FCS, First
South Farm Credit, FLBA of Kingsburg,
Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association,
Florida Sugar Cane League, Forest Invest-
ment Associates, Forest Landowners Asso-
ciation, Forest Products National Labor
Management Committee, Forest Resource
Association Inc., Fresno-Madera Farm Cred-
it, Frontier Farm Credit, Fruit Growers Sup-
ply Company, Georgia Agribusiness Council,
Georgia Farm Bureau Federation, Georgia
Forestry Association.

Georgia Pork Producers Association,
Giustina Resources, LLC, Global Forest
Partners LP, GMO Renewable Resources,
Great Plains Ag Credit, Great Plains Canola
Association, Green Diamond Resource Com-
pany, Greenstone, GROWMARK, Inc, Growth
Energy, Hancock Timber Resource Group,
Hardwood Federation, Hawaii Farmers
Union, Hawaii Sugar Farmers, Heritage
Land Bank, Holstein Association USA.

Idaho Ag Credit, Idaho Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation, Idaho Farmers Union, Idaho Forest
Group, Idaho Forest Owners Association,
Idaho Grain Producers Association, Illinois
Biotechnology Industry Organization—
iBIO®, Illinois Farm Bureau, Illinois Farm-
ers Union, Illinois Pork Producers Associa-
tion, Independent Beef Association of North
Dakota, Independent Community Bankers of
America, Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc., Indiana
Farmers Union, Indiana Health Industry
Forum, Innovative Mississippi—Strategic
Biomass Solutions.

Intermountain Forest Association, Inter-
tribal Agriculture Council, Iowa Farm Bu-
reau Federation, Iowa Farmers Union, Iowa
Pork Producers Association, Iowa Sheep In-
dustry Association, IowaBio, Irrigation As-
sociation, Irving Woodlands, LLC, Izaak
Walton League of America, John Deere Crop
Insurance, Kansas Cooperative Council, Kan-
sas Dairy, Kansas Farm Bureau, Kansas
Farmers Union, Kansas Grain Sorghum Pro-
ducers Association.

Kansas Pork Association, Kansas Sheep
Association, Kentucky Forest Industries As-
sociation, Kentucky Pork Producers Asso-
ciation, Land Improvement Contractors of
America, Land O’Lakes, Land Stewardship
Project, Land Trust Alliance, Lone Rock
Timber Management Co., Longview Timber
LLC, Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation,
Inc., Louisiana Forest Association, Lou-
isiana Rice Growers Association, Louisiana
Rice Producers’ Group, Louisiana Sugar
Cane Cooperative, Inc., Lula-Westfield, LLC.

Maryland & Virginia Milk Producers Coop-
erative, Maryland Association of Soil Con-
servation Districts, Maryland Farm Bureau,
Inc., Maryland Grain Producers Association,
Maryland Sheep Breeders’ Association, Inc.,

Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation,
Inc., Massachusetts Forest Alliance,
MassBio, MBG Marketing/The Blueberry

People, Michigan Agri-Business Association,
Michigan Farm Bureau, Michigan Farmers
Union, Michigan Pork Producers Associa-
tion, Michigan Sugar Company, Michigan-
California Timber Company, Mid-West
Dairymen’s Co.

MidAtlantic Farm Credit, Midwest Dairy
Coalition, Midwest Environmental Advo-
cates, Midwest Food Processors Association,
Milk Producers Council, Minn-Dak Farmers
Cooperative, Minnesota Canola Council, Min-
nesota Corn Growers Association, Minnesota
Farm Bureau Federation, Minnesota Farm-
ers Union, Minnesota Forest Industries, Min-
nesota Grain & Feed Association, Minnesota
Lamb & Wool Producers, Minnesota Pork
Producers Association, Minnesota Timber
Producers Association, Mississippi River
Trust.
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Missouri Coalition for the Environment,
Missouri Dairy Association, Missouri Farm
Bureau Federation, Missouri Farmers Union,
Missouri Pork Association, Missouri Sheep
Producers, Missouri Soybean Association,
The Molpus Woodlands Group, Montana
Grain Growers Association, Montana Farm-
ers Union, Mule Deer Foundation, National
Association of Counties, National Associa-
tion of State Departments of Agriculture,
National All-Jersey, National Alliance of
Forest Owners, National Association for the
Advancement of Animal Science.

National Association of Clean Water Agen-
cies, National Association of Conservation
Districts, National Association of Farmer
Elected Committees, National Association of
Federal Veterinarians, National Association
of Forest Service Retirees, National Associa-
tion of FSA County Office Employees, Na-
tional Association of Resource Conservation
& Development Councils, National Associa-
tion of State Conservation Agencies, Na-
tional Association of State Foresters, Na-
tional Association of University Forest Re-
source Programs, National Association of
Wheat Growers, National Barley Growers As-
sociation, National Bobwhite Conservation
Initiative, National Catholic Rural Life Con-
ference, National Coalition for Food and Ag-
ricultural Research, National Conservation
District Employees Association.

National Corn Growers Association, Na-
tional Cotton Council, National Cotton Gin-
ners’ Association, National Council of Farm-
er Cooperatives, National Farmers Union,
National Farm to School Network, National
Grange, National Grape Cooperative Associa-
tion, Inc., National Milk Producers Federa-
tion, National Network of Forest Practi-
tioners, National Pork Producers Council,
National Renderers Association, National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, Na-
tional Sorghum Producers, National Sun-
flower Association, National Trappers Asso-
ciation.

National Wild Turkey Federation, Na-
tional Woodland Owners Association, Ne-
braska Cooperative Council, Nebraska Farm
Bureau Federation, Nebraska Farmers
Union, Nebraska Pork Producers Associa-
tion, Nevada Farm Bureau Federation, Ne-
vada Wool Growers Association, New Eng-
land Farmers Union, New Jersey Farm Bu-
reau, New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bu-
reau, New Mexico Sorghum Association, New
York Farm Bureau, Inc., New York Forest
Owners Association, Nexsteppe, North Amer-
ican Grouse Partnership.

North Carolina Farm Bureau Federation,
Inc, North Carolina Forestry Association,
North Carolina Pork Council, North Dakota
Farmers Union, North Dakota Lamb & Wool
Producers, North Dakota Pork Producers
Council, Northarvest Bean Growers Associa-
tion, Northeast Dairy Farmers Cooperatives,
Northeast States Association for Agricul-
tural Stewardship, Northern California Farm
Credit, Northern Canola Growers Associa-
tion, Northern Forest Center, Northern
Pulse Growers Association, Northwest Dairy
Association, Northwest Farm Credit Serv-
ices, Novozymes North America Inc.

Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc., Ohio Farm
Bureau Federation, Inc., Ohio Farmers
Union, Ohio Pork Producers Council, Okla-
homa Agribusiness Retailers Association,
Oklahoma Agricultural Cooperative Council,
Oklahoma Farmers Union, Oklahoma Grain
& Feed Association, Oklahoma Pork Council,
Oklahoma Seed Trade Association, Okla-
homa Sorghum Association, Oklahoma
Wheat Growers Association, Oregon Associa-
tion of Nurseries, Oregon Cherry Growers,
Inc., Oregon Dairy Farmers Association, Or-
egon Farmers Union.

Oregon Sheep Growers Association, Oregon
Small Woodland Association, Oregon Women
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in Timber, Orion the Hunter’s Institute,
Panhandle-Plains Land Bank, Partners for
Sustainable Pollination, Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau, Pennsylvania Farmers Union, Penn-
sylvania  Forest Products Association,
Pheasants Forever, Plains Cotton Coopera-
tive Association, Plains Cotton Growers,
Inc., Plum Creek Timber Company, Polli-
nator Partnership, Pope and Young Club,
Port Blakely Tree Farms, LLP.

Potlatch Corporation, Prairie Rivers Net-
work, Premier Farm Credit, Puerto Rico
Farm Credit, Quality Deer Management As-
sociation, Quail Forever, Rayonier Inc., Red
Gold, Inc, Red River Forests, LLC, Red River
Valley Sugarbeet Growers Association, Re-
newable Fuels Association, Resource Man-
agement Service, LLC, Rhode Island Sheep
Cooperative, Rio Grande Valley Sugar Grow-
ers, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, Rolling
Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.

Ruffed Grouse Society, The Rural
Broadband Association, Rural Community
Assistance Partnership, Select Milk Pro-
ducers, Inc. Seneca Foods, Shasta Forests
Timberlands, LLC, Sidney Sugars, Inc., Si-
erra Pacific Industries, Society of American
Foresters, Soil and Water Conservation Soci-
ety, Soil Science Society of America, South
Carolina Farm Bureau Federation, South
Dakota Association of Cooperatives, South
Dakota Biotech Association, South Dakota
Farmers Union, South Dakota Pork Pro-
ducers.

South Dakota Wheat Growers, South East
Dairy Farmers Association, Southeastern
Lumber Manufacturers Association, South
Texas Cotton and Grain Association, South-
east Milk Inc., Southern Cotton Growers,
Inc., Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooper-
ative, Southern Peanut Farmers Federation,
Southern Rolling Plains Cotton Growers As-
sociation of Texas, Southern States Coopera-
tive, Inc., Southwest Council of Agri-
business, Southwest Georgia Farm Credit,
St. Albans Cooperative, Staplcotn, State Ag-
riculture and Rural Leaders, Sugar Cane
Growers Cooperative of Florida.

Sustainable Forest Initiative, Sustainable
Northwest, Tennessee Clean Water Network,
Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation, Ten-
nessee Forestry Association, Tennessee Re-
newable Energy & Economic Development
Council, Texas Ag Finance, Texas Agricul-
tural Cooperative Council, Texas Farmers
Union, Texas Forestry Association, Texas
Healthcare and Bioscience Institute, Texas
Land Bank, Texas Pork Producers Associa-
tion, Texas Rice Producers Legislative
Group, Texas Sheep & Goat Raisers’ Associa-
tion, Timberland Investment Resources.

Timber Products Company, The Amal-
gamated Sugar Company, The Bank of Com-
merce, The Nature Conservancy, The Small
Woodland Owners Association of Maine,
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partner-
ship, Trust for Public Land, United Dairy-
men of Arizona, United FCS, U.S. Animal
Health Association, U.S. Beet Sugar Associa-
tion, U.S. Canola Association, U.S. Cattle-
men’s Association, U.S. Dry Bean Council,
U.S. Pea & Lentil Trade Association, U.S.
Rice Producers Association.

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, USA Dry Pea &
Lentil Council, USA Rice Federation, Utah
Farmers Union, Utah Wool Growers Associa-
tion, Virginia Farm Bureau Federation, Vir-
ginia Forestry Association, Virginia Grain
Producers Association, Virginia Pork Indus-
try Board, Virginia Nursery & Landscape As-
sociation, Virginia State Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation, Washington Biotechnology & Bio-
medical Association, Washington Farm Bu-
reau, Washington Farmers Union.

Washington State Council of Farmer Co-
operatives, Washington State Dairy Federa-
tion, Welch Foods Inc., A Cooperative, Wells
Timberland REIT, Western AgCredit, West-
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ern Growers, Western Pea & Lentil Growers,
Western Peanut Growers Association, West-
ern Pennsylvania Conservancy, Western
Sugar Cooperative, Western United Dairy-
men, The Westervelt Company,
Weyerhaeuser Company, Whitetails Unlim-
ited, Inc.

Wild Sheep Foundation, Wildlife Forever,
Wildlife Management Institute, Wildlife Mis-
sissippi, Wisconsin Agri-Business Associa-
tion, Wisconsin Farmers Union, Wisconsin
Paper Council, Wisconsin Pork Association,
Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association,
Women Involved in Farm Economics, World
Wildlife Fund, Wyoming Sugar Company,
Yankee Farm Credit, Yosemite Farm Credit.

Mr. MCGOVERN. At this point I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE).

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this is
a shameful day. The House Republican
leadership has decided again to aban-
don all efforts to come to a bipartisan
agreement on the farm bill. Instead,
they’ve launched an attack—on the
working poor, veterans, children and
seniors who rely on the nutrition pro-
gram—in a desperate attempt to win
political points with their conservative
base.

After an embarrassing, chaotic defeat
of their last proposal, they’ve decided
to make a bad situation even worse.
This proposal strips out the entire nu-
trition title, putting families and chil-
dren at risk of going hungry.

They made a clear choice to protect
generous subsidies for agriculture cor-
porations at the expense of the hungry
and the working poor.

Make no mistake: today, House Re-
publicans are telling hungry children,
food banks struggling to meet the
needs of their communities, and low-
income seniors who depend on food as-
sistance that their needs don’t matter.

And I urge my colleagues to under-
stand that for 180,000 Rhode Islanders
who benefit from this nutrition pro-
gram, they are not extraneous. This is
disgraceful, it’s immoral, and it’s con-
trary to our values as a Nation.

I strongly urge my colleagues to op-
pose this shameful proposal.

Mr. SESSIONS. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
for a unanimous consent request to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
SERRANO).

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
bill because it takes food nutrition
from working families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. GOHMERT. I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I'd
like to yield for a unanimous consent

request to the gentleman from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH).
Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks in strong opposition
to the farm bill rule and the underlying
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bill because it takes food nutrition
from working families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

Mr. GOHMERT. I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. I have no
additional speakers except myself
when I close.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I'm
the final speaker on our side, so I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this is about our values.
This is about what we stand for.

The constant attacks by some of my
Republican friends, by many on the
other side of the aisle, on SNAP, on
poor people, on the vulnerable is just
plain wrong. And, quite frankly, it’s of-
fensive.

Three weeks ago, this farm bill failed
in this House because the Republicans
cannot govern. You know, you are in
control. Sixty-two of your Members,
including five committee chairs, voted
no.”

To suggest that somehow Democrats
should have carried this bill is ludi-
crous because I want to make one
thing clear: we are not going to vote
for a bill that sticks it to poor people,
and that’s exactly what this bill does.

The bill that you had on the floor
that threw 2 million people off SNAP
was unacceptable, and we could not
vote for that.

There are 50 million people in this
country who are hungry; 17 million of
them are children. Millions of people
who are on SNAP work for a living.
They go to work every day; but they
earn so little, they still qualify for this
benefit.

These are our neighbors. These are
our brothers; these are our sisters.
Please do not turn your backs on them.
Please do not turn your backs on these
people. We are a better country than
that.

Please don’t be so callous, because
that’s what this is about, when you
throw 2 million people off this benefit,
or even more. Because we have no idea
what was promised to get votes on this
current bill right now. We have no idea
how much you’re going to cut the
SNAP program or whether you’re going
to sunset it, because none of us know
what was decided in the Republican
Conference.

But when you cut people who are
poor, when you deny them the benefit
of food, which should be a right in this
country, that is callous. That is cruel.
We should not be doing that.

We should be about helping people,
not hurting people. So have a heart.

Where’s your conscience?

What makes this country great, what
makes America great is that we’ve had
a tradition for caring for the least
among us. That’s why we’re so angry
over here, because all of a sudden it
seems like we’re turning our backs on
the poor.
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There used to be a bipartisan con-
sensus when it came to making sure
that the hungry in this country get
enough to eat. There’s a long history of
bipartisanship on this.

All of a sudden this has become a
partisan issue, and the target, so that
you can try to balance the budget, has
been placed right on the programs like
SNAP, nutrition programs, programs
that feed our senior citizens, provide
our children meals in schools.

You’ve even gone after WIC. Enough.
Enough. We can do better. We can have
a bipartisan farm bill if you will move
over to our side and understand that
we have an obligation to take care of
the most vulnerable.

So vote ‘“‘no” on this rule. Vote “no”’
on the underlying bill. We can do so
much better.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair, not to other Mem-
bers of the body in the second person.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the remaining time.

I believe that the gentleman from
Oklahoma represents not just the con-
science of my party, but also of the
Members of the House of Representa-
tives. I think he well and faithfully is
attempting to do his job; and it is this
body today that will have an oppor-
tunity, after hearing the gentleman
from Oklahoma speak about not just
his desire, but his leadership on behalf
of the Agriculture Committee.

As he approached the Rules Com-
mittee last night, he spoke very clearly
and eloquently and said it is his desire
to have the farm bill farm bill, as he
calls it, to be able to be before this
body today where we can pass good and
wise farm bill policy.

He also stated, before not only all the
Members, but also in testimony that he
presented to the committee, that it is
his intent to follow up today’s bill,
farm bill farm bill, with a nutrition
program bill that he would bring to the
Rules Committee for this House to con-
sider.

This man has worked on a bipartisan
basis and, I believe, should have the ad-
miration and respect of this body. But
more importantly, the gentleman
placed his word of what he’s trying to
do before this body. I think he is a sin-
cere and honest man.

It is my intent, as the chairman of
the Rules Committee, as it was last
night, to say to this body today, this
bill, farm bill farm bill, that is before
you does appropriate and good things
for farmers and for people who make a
living and provide this country with
the agriculture and products it needs.
We are trying to make sure that that is
faithfully and well done today.

I believe the gentleman from OKla-
homa deserves the respect of this body,
and I would ask for each and every one
of us to please vote ‘‘yes’ on this rule
and the underlying legislation.

Mr. SESSIONS. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time, and I move the pre-
vious question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 223, noes 195,
not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 349]
AYES—223
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Bera (CA) Hahn Pascrell
Bishop (GA) Hanabusa Pastor (AZ)
Bishop (NY) Hastings (FL) Payne
Blumenauer Heck (WA) Pelosi
Bonamici Higgins Perlmutter
Brady (PA) Himes Peters (CA)
Braley (IA) Hinojosa Peters (MI)
Brown (FL) Honda Peterson
Brownley (CA) Hoyer Pingree (ME)
Bustos Huffman Pocan
Butterfield Israel Polis
Capps Jack;on Lee Price (NC)
Capuano Jeffries Quigley
Cardenas Johnson (GA) Rahall
Carneyl Johnson, E. B. Rangel
garzwrlgg) %on%s Richmond
astor eating _

Castro (TX) Kelly (IL) g:ﬁlzbal Allard
Chu Kennedy Ruppersberger
Cicilline Kildee Rush
e Kme mmon
Cleaver Kirkpatrick Sa%lchez, Linda
Clyburn Kuster . Sanchez, Loretta
Cohen Langevin S

arbanes
Connolly Larsen (WA) S

chakowsky
Conyers Larson (CT) Schiff
Cooper Lee (CA) Schneider
Costa Levin Sohrader
Courtney Lewis Sohwartz
Crowley Lipinski Scott (VA)
Cuellar Loebsack .
Cummings Lofgren Scott, David
Davis (CA) Lowenthal Serrano
Davis, Danny Lowey Sewell (AL)
DeFazio Lujan Grisham Shea-Porter
DeGette (NM) Sherman
Delaney Lujan, Ben Ray ~ Sinema
DeLauro (NM) Sires
DelBene Lynch Slaughter
Deutch Maffei Smith (WA)
Dingell Maloney, Speier
Doggett Carolyn Swalwell (CA)
Doyle Maloney, Sean Takano
Duckworth Matheson Thompson (CA)
Edwards Matsui Thompson (MS)
Ellison McCollum Tierney
Engel McDermott Titus
Enyart McGovern Tonko
Eshoo McIntyre Tsongas
Esty McNerney Van Hollen
Farr Meeks Vargas
Fattah Meng Veasey
Foster Michaud Vela
Frankel (FL) Miller, George Velazquez
Fudge Moore Visclosky
Gabbard Moran Walz
Gallego Murphy (FL) Wasserman
Garamendi Nadler Schultz
Garcia Napolitano Waters
Grayson Neal Watt
Green, Al Nolan Waxman
Green, Gene O’Rourke Welch
Grijalva Owens Wilson (FL)
Gutiérrez Pallone Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—16
Broun (GA) Horsford Negrete McLeod
Campbell Hunter Rogers (MI)
Carson (IN) Kaptur Schweikert
Cassidy Lummis Shimkus
Gohmert Markey
Holt McCarthy (NY)
O 1300

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico
changed his vote from ‘“‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF

2013

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant

Aderholt Graves (GA) Petri
Alexander Graves (MO) Pittenger
Amash Griffin (AR) Pitts
Amodei Griffith (VA) Poe (TX)
Bachmann Grimm Pompeo
Bachus Guthrie Posey
Barletta Hall Price (GA)
Barr Hanna Radel
Barton Harper Reed
Benishek Harris Reichert
Bentivolio Hartzler Renacci
Bilirakis Hastings (WA) Ribble
Bishop (UT) Heck (NV) Rice (SC)
Black Hensarling Rigell
Blackburn Herrera Beutler  Roby
Bonner Holding Roe (TN)
Boustany Hudson Rogers (AL)
Brgdy (T?() Huglskamp Rogers (KY)
Bridenstine Huizenga (MI) Rohrabacher
Brooks (AL) Hultgren Rokita
Brooks (IN) Hurt Rooney
Buchanan Issa ) Ros-Lehtinen
Bucshon Jenkins Roskam
Burgess Johnson (OH) Ross
Calvert Johnson, Sam Rothfus
Camp Jordan Royce
Cantor Joyce
Capito Kelly (PA) g;gﬁr‘}m
Carter King (IA) Salmon
Chabot King (NY) Sanford
Chaffetz Kingston Scalise
Coble Kinzinger (IL) Schock
Coffman Kline Scott. Austin
Cole Labrador Sense,nbrenner
Collins (GA) LaMalfa, Sessions
Collins (NY) Lamborn
Conaway Lance ghuster
Cook Lankford sﬁf}sloélv[m
Cotton Latham Smith (NE)
Cramer Latta N
Crawford LoBiondo Sm%th NJ)
Crenshaw Long Smith (TX)
Culberson Lucas Southerland
Daines Luetkemeyer Stewart
Dayvis, Rodney Marchant Stivers
Denham Marino Stockman
Dent Massie Stutzman
DeSantis McCarthy (CA) ~ LerTy
DesJarlais McCaul Thompson (PA)
Diaz-Balart McClintock Thornberry
Duffy McHenry T}berl
Duncan (SC) McKeon Tipton
Duncan (TN) McKinley Turner
Ellmers McMorris Upton
Farenthold Rodgers Valadao
Fincher Meadows Wagner
Fitzpatrick Meehan Walberg
Fleischmann Messer Walden
Fleming Mica Walorski
Flores Miller (FL) Weber (TX)
Forbes Miller (MI) Webster (FL)
Fortenberry Miller, Gary Wenstrup
Foxx Mullin Westmoreland
Franks (AZ) Mulvaney Whitfield
Frelinghuysen Murphy (PA) Williams
Gardner Neugebauer Wilson (SC)
Garrett Noem Wittman
Gerlach Nugent Wolf
Gibbs Nunes Womack
Gibson Nunnelee Woodall
Gingrey (GA) Olson Yoder
Goodlatte Palazzo Yoho
Gosar Paulsen Young (AK)
Gowdy Pearce Young (FL)
Granger Perry Young (IN)
NOES—195
Andrews Barrow (GA) Beatty
Barber Bass Becerra

to House Resolution 295, I call up the
bill (H.R. 2642) to provide for the re-
form and continuation of agricultural
and other programs of the Department
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018,
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and for other purposes, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 295, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2642

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk
Management Act of 2013”°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definition of Secretary of Agri-
culture.
TITLE I—-COMMODITIES
Subtitle A—Repeals and Reforms
1101. Repeal of direct payments.
1102. Repeal of counter-cyclical pay-
ments.
Repeal of average crop revenue
election program.
Definitions.
Base acres.
Payment yields.
1107. Farm risk management election.
1108. Producer agreements.
Subtitle B—Marketing Loans
1201. Availability of nonrecourse mar-
keting assistance loans for loan
commodities.
Loan rates for nonrecourse mar-
keting assistance loans.
Term of loans.
Repayment of loans.
Loan deficiency payments.
Payments in lieu of loan defi-
ciency payments for grazed
acreage.
Special marketing loan provisions
for upland cotton.
Special competitive provisions for
extra long staple cotton.
Availability of recourse loans for
high moisture feed grains and
seed cotton.
Adjustments of loans.
Subtitle C—Sugar
Sugar program.
Subtitle D—Dairy
PART I—DAIRY PRODUCER MARGIN INSURANCE
PROGRAM
Sec. 1401. Dairy producer margin insurance
program.
Sec. 1402. Rulemaking.
PART II—REPEAL OR REAUTHORIZATION OF
OTHER DAIRY-RELATED PROVISIONS
Sec. 1411. Repeal of dairy product price sup-
port and milk income loss con-
tract programs.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 1108.
1104.

1105.
1106.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 1202.
1203.
1204.
1205.
1206.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1207.

Sec. 1208.

Sec. 1209.

Sec. 1210.

Sec. 1301.

Sec. 1412. Repeal of dairy export incentive
program.

Sec. 1413. Extension of dairy forward pricing
program.

Sec. 1414. Extension of dairy indemnity pro-
gram.

Sec. 1415. Extension of dairy promotion and
research program.

Sec. 1416. Repeal of Federal Milk Marketing

Order Review Commission.
PART III—EFFECTIVE DATE
Sec. 1421. Effective date.
Subtitle E—Supplemental Agricultural
Disaster Assistance Programs

Sec. 1501. Supplemental agricultural
aster assistance.

Sec. 1502. National Drought Council and Na-
tional Drought Policy Action
Plan.

dis-

Subtitle F—Administration

1601. Administration generally.

1602. Repeal of permanent price support

authority.

1603. Payment limitations.

1603A. Payments limited
farmers.

Adjusted gross income limitation.

Geographically disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers.

Personal liability of producers for
deficiencies.

Prevention of deceased individuals
receiving payments under farm
commodity programs.

Technical corrections.

Assignment of payments.

Tracking of benefits.

Signature authority.

Implementation.

Protection of producer informa-
tion.

TITLE II—CONSERVATION
Subtitle A—Conservation Reserve Program

Sec. 2001. Extension and enrollment require-
ments of conservation reserve
program.

Farmable wetland program.

Duties of owners and operators.

Duties of the Secretary.

Payments.

Contract requirements.

Conversion of land subject to con-
tract to other conserving uses.

Sec. 2008. Effective date.

Subtitle B—Conservation Stewardship
Program

Sec. 2101. Conservation stewardship
gram.

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality
Incentives Program

Purposes.

Establishment
tion.

Evaluation of applications.

Duties of producers.

Limitation on payments.

Conservation innovation grants
and payments.

Sec. 2207. Effective date.

Subtitle D—Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program

Sec. 2301. Agricultural conservation
ment program.

Subtitle E—Regional Conservation
Partnership Program

Sec. 2401. Regional conservation partnership
program.

Subtitle F—Other Conservation Programs

Sec. 2601. Conservation of private grazing
land.

Grassroots source water protec-
tion program.

Voluntary public access and habi-
tat incentive program.

Agriculture conservation experi-
enced services program.

Small watershed rehabilitation
program.

Agricultural management assist-
ance program.

Emergency watershed protection
program.

Subtitle G—Funding and Administration

Sec. 2601. Funding.

Sec. 2602. Technical assistance.

Sec. 2603. Reservation of funds to provide as-
sistance to certain farmers or
ranchers for conservation ac-
cess.

Sec. 2604. Annual report on program enroll-
ments and assistance.

Sec. 2605. Review of conservation practice
standards.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. to active
1604.

1605.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1606.

Sec. 1607.

1608.
1609.
1610.
1611.
1612.
1613.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

2002.
2003.
2004.
2005.
2006.
2007.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

pro-

2201.
2202.

Sec.
Sec. and administra-
2203.
2204.
2205.
2206.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

ease-

Sec. 2502.

Sec. 2503.
Sec. 2504.
Sec. 2505.
Sec. 2506.

Sec. 2507.
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Sec

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

. 2606.

2607.

2608.
2609.
2610.
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Administrative requirements ap-
plicable to all conservation pro-
grams.

Standards for State technical
committees.

Rulemaking authority.

Wetlands mitigation.

Lesser prairie-chicken conserva-
tion report.

Subtitle H—Repeal of Superseded Program
Authorities and Transitional Provisions;
Technical Amendments

Sec

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

. 2701

2702.

2703.
2704.

2705.
2706.

2707.

2708.
2709.

2710.

2711.
2712.

. Comprehensive conservation en-
hancement program.

Emergency forestry conservation
reserve program.

Wetlands reserve program.

Farmland protection program and
farm viability program.

Grassland reserve program.

Agricultural water enhancement
program.

Wildlife habitat incentive pro-
gram.

Great Lakes basin program.

Chesapeake Bay watershed pro-
gram.

Cooperative conservation partner-
ship initiative.

Environmental easement program.

Technical amendments.

TITLE III-TRADE

Subtitle A—Food for Peace Act

3001
3002

3003
3004
3005
3006

3007

3008
3009

3010
3011
3012
3013

3014

. General authority.

. Support for organizations through
which assistance is provided.

. Food aid quality.

. Minimum levels of assistance.

. Food Aid Consultative Group.

. Oversight, monitoring, and eval-
uation.

. Assistance for stockpiling and
rapid transportation, delivery,
and distribution of shelf-stable
prepackaged foods.

. General provisions.

. Prepositioning of agricultural
commodities.

. Annual report regarding food aid

programs and activities.

. Deadline for agreements to fi-
nance sales or to provide other
assistance.

. Authorization of appropriations.

. Micronutrient fortification pro-
grams.

. John Ogonowski and Doug Bereu-
ter Farmer-to-Farmer Pro-
gram.

Subtitle B—Agricultural Trade Act of 1978

Sec

Sec

Sec

. 3101
. 3102

. 3103

. Funding for export credit guar-
antee program.

. Funding for market access pro-
gram.

. Foreign market development co-
operator program.

Subtitle C—Other Agricultural Trade Laws

Sec

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

. 3201
3202
3203

3204

3205

3206
3207

3208

. Food for Progress Act of 1985.

. Bill Emerson Humanitarian Trust.

. Promotion of agricultural exports
to emerging markets.

. McGovern-Dole International
Food for Education and Child
Nutrition Program.

. Technical assistance for specialty
crops.

. Global Crop Diversity Trust.

. Under Secretary of Agriculture for
Foreign Agricultural Services.

. Department of Agriculture certifi-
cates of origin.

TITLE IV—CREDIT

Subtitle A—Farm Ownership Loans

4001

. Eligibility for farm ownership
loans.
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Sec. 4002. Conservation loan and loan guar-
antee program.

Sec. 4003. Down payment loan program.

Sec. 4004. Elimination of mineral rights ap-
praisal requirement.

Subtitle B—Operating Loans

Sec. 4101. Eligibility for farm operating
loans.

Sec. 4102. Elimination of rural residency re-
quirement for operating loans
to youth.

Sec. 4103. Authority to waive personal liabil-
ity for youth loans due to cir-
cumstances beyond borrower
control.

Sec. 4104. Microloans.

Subtitle C—Emergency Loans
Sec. 4201. Eligibility for emergency loans.
Subtitle D—Administrative Provisions

Sec. 4301. Beginning farmer and rancher in-
dividual development accounts
pilot program.

Sec. 4302. Eligible beginning farmers and
ranchers.

Sec. 4303. Loan authorization levels.

Sec. 4304. Priority for participation loans.

Sec. 4305. Loan fund set-asides.

Sec. 4306. Conforming amendment to bor-
rower training provision, relat-
ing to eligibility changes.

Subtitle E—State Agricultural Mediation
Programs

Sec. 4401. State agricultural mediation pro-
grams.

Subtitle F—Loans to Purchasers of Highly
Fractionated Land

Sec. 4501. Loans to purchasers of highly
fractionated land.

TITLE V—RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Subtitle A—Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act

Sec. 5001. Water, waste disposal, and waste-
water facility grants.

Sec. 5002. Rural business opportunity
grants.

Sec. 5003. Elimination of reservation of com-
munity facilities grant program
funds.

Sec. 5004. Utilization of loan guarantees for
community facilities.

Sec. 5005. Rural water and wastewater cir-
cuit rider program.

Sec. 5006. Tribal college and university es-
sential community facilities.

Sec. 5007. Essential community facilities
technical assistance and train-
ing.

Sec. 5008. Emergency and imminent commu-
nity water assistance grant pro-
gram.

Sec. 5009. Household water well systems.

Sec. 5010. Rural business and industry loan
program.

Sec. 5011. Rural cooperative development
grants.

Sec. 5012. Locally or regionally produced ag-
ricultural food products.

Sec. 5013. Intermediary relending program.

Sec. 5014. Rural college coordinated strat-
egy.

Sec. 5015. Rural water and waste disposal in-
frastructure.

Sec. 5016. Simplified applications.

Sec. 5017. Grants for NOAA weather radio
transmitters.

Sec. 5018. Rural microentrepreneur assist-
ance program.

Sec. 5019. Delta Regional Authority.

Sec. 5020. Northern Great Plains Regional
Authority.

Sec. 5021. Rural business investment pro-
gram.

Subtitle B—Rural Electrification Act of 1936
Sec. 5101. Relending for certain purposes.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

5102.
5103.

5104.

5105.
5106.

5201.
5202.
5203.

5204.
5205.

5206.
5207.
5208.

Fees for certain loan guarantees.

Rural utilities service contracting
authority.

Guarantees for bonds and notes
issued for electrification or
telephone purposes.

Expansion of 911 access.

Access to broadband telecommuni-
cations services in rural areas.

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous

Distance learning and telemedi-
cine.
Value-added agricultural market
development program grants.
Agriculture innovation center
demonstration program.

Program metrics.

Study of rural transportation
issues.

Certain Federal actions not to be
considered major.

Telemedicine and distance learn-
ing services in rural areas.

Regional economic and infrastruc-
ture development.

TITLE VI—RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND

RELATED MATTERS

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977
Sec. 6101. Option to be included as non-land-

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

6102.

6103.

6104.

6105.

6106.
6107.

6108.

6109.

6110.
6111.

6112.

6113.

6114.
6115.
6116.
6117.

6118.
6119.
6120.
6121.
6122.
6123.
6124.
6125.
6126.

6127.

grant college of agriculture.

National Agricultural Research,
Extension, Education, and Eco-
nomics Advisory Board.

Specialty crop committee.

Veterinary services grant pro-
gram.

Grants and fellowships for food
and agriculture sciences edu-
cation.

Policy research centers.

Repeal of human nutrition inter-
vention and health promotion
research program.

Repeal of pilot research program
to combine medical and agri-
cultural research.

Nutrition education program.

Continuing animal health and dis-
ease research programs.

Repeal of appropriations for re-
search on national or regional
problems.

Grants to upgrade agricultural
and food sciences facilities at
1890 land-grant colleges, includ-
ing Tuskegee University.

Grants to upgrade agriculture and
food science facilities and
equipment at insular area land-
grant institutions.

Repeal of national research and
training virtual centers.

Hispanic-serving institutions.

Competitive Grants Program for
Hispanic Agricultural Workers
and Youth.

Competitive grants for inter-
national agricultural science
and education programs.

Repeal of research equipment
grants.

University research.

Extension service.

Auditing, reporting, bookkeeping,
and administrative require-
ments.

Supplemental and alternative
Ccrops.

Capacity building grants for
NLGCA institutions.

Aquaculture assistance programs.

Rangeland research programs.

Special authorization for biosecu-
rity planning and response.

Distance education and resident
instruction grants program for
insular area institutions of
higher education.

Sec.
Sec.
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6128. Matching funds requirement.

6129. Sense of Congress regarding ex-
pansion of the land grant pro-
gram to include enhanced fund-
ing and additional institutions.

Subtitle B—Food, Agriculture, Conservation,

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

and Trade Act of 1990

6201. Best utilization of biological ap-
plications.

6202. Integrated management systems.

6203. Sustainable agriculture tech-
nology development and trans-
fer program.

6204. National training program.

6205. National Genetics Resources Pro-
gram.

6206. Repeal of National Agricultural
Weather Information System.

6207. Repeal of rural electronic com-
merce extension program.

6208. Repeal of agricultural genome ini-
tiative.

6209. High-priority research and exten-
sion initiatives.

6210. Repeal of nutrient management
research and extension initia-
tive.

6211. Organic agriculture research and
extension initiative.

6212. Repeal of agricultural bioenergy
feedstock and energy efficiency
research and extension initia-
tive.

6213. Farm business management.

6214. Centers of excellence.

6215. Repeal of red meat safety research
center.

6216. Assistive technology program for
farmers with disabilities.

6217. National rural information center
clearinghouse.

Subtitle C—Agricultural Research,

Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

6301. Relevance and merit of agricul-
tural research, extension, and
education funded by the De-
partment.

6302. Integrated research, education,
and extension competitive
grants program.

6303. Repeal of coordinated program of
research, extension, and edu-
cation to improve viability of
small and medium size dairy,
livestock, and poultry oper-
ations.

6304. Fusarium Graminearum grants.

6305. Repeal of Bovine Johne’s disease
control program.

6306. Grants for youth organizations.

6307. Specialty crop research initiative.

6308. Food animal residue avoidance
database program.

6309. Repeal of national swine research
center.

6310. Office of pest management policy.

6311. Repeal of studies of agricultural
research, extension, and edu-
cation.

Subtitle D—Other Laws

6401. Critical Agricultural Materials
Act.

6402. Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994.

6403. Research Facilities Act.

6404. Repeal of carbon cycle research.
6405. Competitive, Special, and Facili-
ties Research Grant Act.

6406. Renewable Resources Extension
Act of 1978.

6407. National Aquaculture Act of 1980.

6408. Repeal of use of remote sensing
data.

6409. Repeal of reports under Farm Se-
curity and Rural Investment
Act of 2002.
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Sec. 6410. Beginning farmer and rancher de-
velopment program.

Sec. 6411. Inclusion of American Samoa,
Federated States of Micronesia,
and Northern Mariana Islands
as a State under McIntire-Sten-
nis Cooperative Forestry Act.

Subtitle E—Food, Conservation, and Energy

Act of 2008
PART 1—AGRICULTURAL SECURITY

Sec. 65601. Agricultural biosecurity commu-

nication center.

Sec. 6502. Assistance to build local capacity
in  agricultural biosecurity
planning, preparation, and re-
sponse.

Sec. 6503. Research and development of agri-
cultural countermeasures.

Sec. 65604. Agricultural biosecurity grant
program.

PART 2—MISCELLANEOUS

Sec. 6511. Enhanced use lease authority pilot
program.

Sec. 6512. Grazinglands research laboratory.

Sec. 6513. Budget submission and funding.

Sec. 6514. Research and education grants for
the study of antibiotic-resist-
ant bacteria.

Sec. 6515. Repeal of farm and ranch stress
assistance network.

Sec. 6516. Repeal of seed distribution.

Sec. 65617. Natural products research pro-
gram.

Sec. 6518. Sun grant program.

Sec. 6519. Repeal of study and report on food
deserts.

Sec. 65620. Repeal of agricultural and rural
transportation research and
education.

Subtitle F—Miscellaneous Provisions
Sec. 6601. Agreements with nonprofit organi-
zations for National Arbo-
retum.
Sec. 6602. Cotton Disease Research Report.
Sec. 6603. Acceptance of facility for Agricul-
tural Research Service.

Sec. 6604. Miscellaneous technical correc-
tions.

Sec. 6605. Legitimacy of industrial hemp re-
search.

TITLE VII—FORESTRY
Subtitle A—Repeal of Certain Forestry
Programs

Sec. 7001. Forest land enhancement pro-
gram.

Watershed forestry assistance pro-
gram.

Expired cooperative national for-
est products marketing pro-
gram.

Hispanic-serving institution agri-
cultural land national re-
sources leadership program.

Tribal watershed forestry assist-
ance program.

Separate Forest Service decision-
making and appeals process.

Subtitle B—Reauthorization of Cooperative
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 Programs

Sec. 7101. State-wide assessment and strate-

gies for forest resources.

Sec. 7102. Forest Legacy Program.

Sec. 7103. Community forest and open space

conservation program.
Subtitle C—Reauthorization of Other
Forestry-Related Laws
Sec. 7201. Rural revitalization technologies.
Sec. 7202. Office of International Forestry.

Sec. 7002.

Sec. 7003.

Sec. 7004.

Sec. 7005.

Sec. 7006.

Sec. 7203. Change in funding source for
healthy forests reserve pro-
gram.

Sec. 7204. Stewardship end vresult con-

tracting project authority.
Subtitle D—National Forest Critical Area
Response
Sec. 7301. Definitions.
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Sec. 7302. Designation of critical areas.
Sec. 7303. Application of expedited proce-
dures and activities of the
Healthy Forests Restoration
Act of 2003 to critical areas.
Sec. 7304. Good neighbor authority.
Subtitle E—Miscellaneous Provisions

Sec. T7401. Revision of strategic plan for for-

est inventory and analysis.

7402. Forest Service participation in
ACES Program.

Green science and technology
transfer research under Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Re-
sources Research Act of 1978.

Extension of stewardship con-
tracts authority regarding use
of designation by prescription
to all thinning sales under Na-
tional Forest Management Act
of 1976.

Reimbursement of fire funds ex-
pended by a State for manage-
ment and suppression of certain
wildfires.

Ability of National Forest System
lands to meet needs of local
wood producing facilities for
raw materials.

Report on the National Forest
System roads.

Forest Service large airtanker and
aerial asset firefighting recapi-
talization pilot program.

Land conveyance, Jefferson Na-
tional Forest in Wise County,
Virginia.

Categorical exclusion for forest
projects in response to emer-
gencies.

TITLE VIII-ENERGY

Definition of renewable energy
system.

Biobased markets program.

Biorefinery assistance.

Repowering assistance program.

Bioenergy Program for Advanced
Biofuels.

Biodiesel
gram.

Rural Energy for America Pro-
gram.

Biomass Research and Develop-
ment.

Feedstock Flexibility Program for
Bioenergy Producers.

Biomass Crop Assistance Program.

Community wood energy program.

Repeal of biofuels infrastructure
study.

Repeal of
study.

8014. Energy efficiency report for USDA

facilities.

TITLE IX—HORTICULTURE

9001. Specialty crops market news allo-

cation.

9002. Repeal of grant program to im-
prove movement of specialty
Ccrops.

Farmers market and local food
promotion program.

Organic agriculture.

Investigations and enforcement of
the Organic Foods Production
Act of 1990.

Food safety education initiatives.

Specialty crop block grants.

Department of Agriculture con-
sultation regarding enforce-
ment of certain labor law provi-
sions.

Report on honey.

Bulk shipments of apples to Can-
ada.

Consolidation of plant pest and
disease management and dis-
aster prevention programs.

Sec.

Sec. 7403.

Sec. 7404.

Sec. T7405.

Sec. 7406.

Sec. T7407.

Sec. 7408.

Sec. 7409.

Sec. 7410.

Sec. 8001.
8002.
8003.
8004.
8005.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
8006. Fuel

Sec. Education Pro-

Sec. 8007.

Sec. 8008.

Sec. 8009.
8010.
8011.
8012.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 8013. renewable fertilizer

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 9003.

9004.
9005.

Sec.
Sec.

9006.
9007.
9008.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

9009.
9010.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 9011.
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Modification, cancellation, or sus-
pension on basis of a biological
opinion.

Use and discharges of authorized
pesticides.

Seed not pesticide or device for
purposes of importation.

Stay of regulations related to
Christmas Tree Promotion, Re-
search, and Information Order.

Study on proposed order per-
taining to sulfuryl fluoride.

Study on local and regional food
production and program evalua-
tion.

9018. Annual report on invasive species.
TITLE X—CROP INSURANCE

10001. Information sharing.

10002. Publication of information on
violations of prohibition on pre-
mium adjustments.

Supplemental coverage option.

Premium amounts for -cata-
strophic risk protection.

Repeal of performance-based dis-
count.

Permanent enterprise unit sub-
sidy.

Enterprise units for irrigated and
nonirrigated crops.

Data collection.

Adjustment in actual production
history to establish insurable
yields.

Submission and review of poli-
cies.

Equitable relief for specialty crop
policies.

Budget limitations on renegoti-
ation of the standard reinsur-
ance agreement.

Crop production on native sod.

Coverage levels by practice.

Beginning farmer and rancher
provisions.

Stacked income protection plan
for producers of upland cotton.

Peanut revenue crop insurance.

Authority to correct errors.

Implementation.

Research and development prior-
ities.

Additional research and develop-
ment contracting requirements.

Program compliance partner-
ships.

Pilot programs.

Technical amendments.

Advance public notice of crop in-
surance policy and plan
changes.

TITLE XI—MISCELLANEOUS
Subtitle A—Livestock

11101. Repeal of the National Sheep In-
dustry Improvement Center.

Repeal of certain regulations
under the Packers and Stock-
yards Act, 1921.

Trichinae certification program.

National Aquatic Animal Health
Plan.

Country of origin labeling.

National animal health labora-
tory network.

Repeal of duplicative catfish in-
spection program.

National Poultry Improvement
Program.

Report on bovine tuberculosis in
Texas.

Economic fraud in wild and farm-
raised seafood.

Subtitle B—Socially Disadvantaged
Producers and Limited Resource Producers
Sec. 11201. Outreach and assistance for so-
cially disadvantaged farmers
and ranchers and veteran farm-

ers and ranchers.

Sec. 9012.

Sec. 9013.

Sec. 9014.

Sec. 9015.

Sec. 9016.

Sec. 9017.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

10003.
10004.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 10005.
Sec. 10006.
Sec. 10007.

10008.
10009.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 10010.

Sec. 10011.

Sec. 10012.

10013.
10014.
10015.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 10016.
10017.
10018.
10019.
10020.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 10021.

Sec. 10022.
10023.
10024.
10025.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 11102.

11108.
11104.

Sec.
Sec.

11105.
11106.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 11107.
Sec. 11108.
Sec. 11109.

Sec. 11110.
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Sec. 11202. Office of Advocacy and Outreach.

Sec. 11203. Socially Disadvantaged Farmers
and Ranchers Policy Research
Center.

Sec. 11204. Receipt for service or denial of
service from certain depart-
ment of agriculture agencies.

Subtitle C—Other Miscellaneous Provisions

Sec. 11301. Grants to improve supply, sta-
bility, safety, and training of
agricultural labor force.

Program benefit eligibility status
for participants in high plains
water study.

Office of Tribal Relations.

Military Veterans Agricultural
Liaison.

Prohibition on keeping GSA
leased cars overnight.

Noninsured crop assistance pro-
gram.

Ensuring high standards for agen-
cy use of scientific information.

Evaluation required for purposes
of prohibition on closure or re-
location of county offices for
the Farm Service Agency.

Acer access and development pro-
gram.

Regulatory review by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture.

Prohibition on attending an ani-
mal fighting venture or causing
a minor to attend an animal
fighting venture.

Prohibition against interference
by State and local governments
with production or manufac-
ture of items in other States.

Increased protection for agricul-
tural interests in the Missouri
River Basin.

Increased protection for agricul-
tural interests in the Black
Dirt region.

Protection of honey bees and
other pollinators.

Produce represented as grown in
the United States when it is not
in fact grown in the TUnited
States.

Urban agriculture coordination.

Sense of Congress on increased
business opportunities for black
farmers, women, minorities,
and small businesses.

Sense of Congress regarding agri-
culture security programs.

Report on water sharing.

Scientific and economic analysis
of the FDA Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act.

Improved Department of Agri-
culture consideration of eco-
nomic impact of regulations on
small business.

Silvicultural activities.

Applicability of Spill Prevention,
Control, and Countermeasure
rule.

Agricultural producer
tion disclosure.

Sec. 11326. Report on National Ocean Policy.

Sec. 11327. Sunsetting of programs.

Subtitle D—Chesapeake Bay Accountability

and Recovery

Sec. 11302.

. 113083.
. 11304.
. 11305.
. 11306.
Sec. 11307.
Sec. 11308.
. 11309.
. 11310.
11311.

Sec.

Sec. 11312.

Sec. 11313.
. 11314.
. 11315.

. 11316.

11317.
11318.

Sec.
Sec.

11319.

Sec.

11320.
11321.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 11322.

11323.
11324.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 11325. informa-

Sec. 11401. Short title.

Sec. 11402. Chesapeake Bay Crosscut Budget.

Sec. 11403. Restoration through adaptive
management.

Sec. 11404. Independent Evaluator for the
Chesapeake Bay Program.

Sec. 11405. Definitions.

SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY OF AGRI-

CULTURE.

In this Act, the term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.
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TITLE I—COMMODITIES
Subtitle A—Repeals and Reforms
SEC. 1101. REPEAL OF DIRECT PAYMENTS.

(a) REPEAL.—Sections 1103 and 1303 of the
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(7 U.S.C. 8713, 8753) are repealed.

(b) CONTINUED APPLICATION FOR 2013 CROP
YEAR.—Sections 1103 and 1303 of the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7
U.S.C. 8713, 8753), as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act, shall
continue to apply through the 2013 crop year
with respect to all covered commodities (as
defined in section 1001 of that Act (7 U.S.C.
8702)) and peanuts on a farm.

(c) CONTINUED APPLICATION FOR 2014 AND
2015 CROP YEARS.—Subject to this subtitle,
the amendments made by sections 1603 and
1604 of this Act, and sections 1607 and 1611 of
this Act, section 1103 of the Food, Conserva-
tion and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8713), as
in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of this Act, shall continue to apply
through the 2014 and 2015 crop years with re-
spect to upland cotton only (as defined in
section 1001 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 8702)), ex-
cept that, in applying such section 1103, the
term ‘“‘payment acres’” means the following:

(1) For crop year 2014, 70 percent of the
base acres of upland cotton on a farm on
which direct payments are made.

(2) For crop year 2015, 60 percent of the
base acres of upland cotton on a farm on
which direct payments are made.

SEC. 1102. REPEAL OF COUNTER-CYCLICAL PAY-
MENTS.

(a) REPEAL.—Sections 1104 and 1304 of the
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(7 U.S.C. 8714, 8754) are repealed.

(b) CONTINUED APPLICATION FOR 2013 CROP
YEAR.—Sections 1104 and 1304 of the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7
U.S.C. 8714, 8754), as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act, shall
continue to apply through the 2013 crop year
with respect to all covered commodities (as
defined in section 1001 of that Act (7 U.S.C.
8702)) and peanuts on a farm.

SEC. 1103. REPEAL OF AVERAGE CROP REVENUE
ELECTION PROGRAM.

(a) REPEAL.—Section 1105 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C.
8715) is repealed.

(b) CONTINUED APPLICATION FOR 2013 CROP
YEAR.—Section 1105 of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8715),
as in effect on the day before the date of en-
actment of this Act, shall continue to apply
through the 2013 crop year with respect to all
covered commodities (as defined in section
1001 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 8702)) and peanuts
on a farm for which the irrevocable election
under section 1105 of that Act was made be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 1104. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle and subtitle B:

(1) ACTUAL COUNTY REVENUE.—The term
‘“‘actual county revenue’’, with respect to a
covered commodity for a crop year, means
the amount determined by the Secretary
under section 1107(c)(4) to determine whether
revenue loss coverage payments are required
to be provided for that crop year.

(2) BASE ACRES.—The term ‘‘base acres’’,
with respect to a covered commodity and
cotton on a farm, means the number of acres
established under sections 1101 and 1302 of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7911, 7952) or sections
1101 and 1302 of the Food, Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8711, 8752), as in
effect on September 30, 2013, subject to any
adjustment under section 1105 of this Act.
For purposes of making payments under sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 1107, base acres
are reduced by the payment acres calculated
in section 1101(c).
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(3) COUNTY REVENUE LOSS COVERAGE TRIG-
GER.—The term ‘‘county revenue loss cov-
erage trigger’, with respect to a covered
commodity for a crop year, means the
amount determined by the Secretary under
section 1107(c)(5) to determine whether rev-
enue loss coverage payments are required to
be provided for that crop year.

(4) COVERED COMMODITY.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered commodity’” means wheat, oats, and
barley (including wheat, oats, and barley
used for haying and grazing), corn, grain sor-
ghum, long grain rice, medium grain rice,
pulse crops, soybeans, other oilseeds, and
peanuts.

(5) EFFECTIVE PRICE.—The term ‘‘effective
price”’, with respect to a covered commodity
for a crop year, means the price calculated
by the Secretary under section 1107(b)(2) to
determine whether price loss coverage pay-
ments are required to be provided for that
crop year.

(6) EXTRA LONG STAPLE COTTON.—The term
“extra long staple cotton” means cotton
that—

(A) is produced from pure strain varieties
of the Barbadense species or any hybrid of
the species, or other similar types of extra
long staple cotton, designated by the Sec-
retary, having characteristics needed for
various end uses for which United States up-
land cotton is not suitable and grown in irri-
gated cotton-growing regions of the United
States designated by the Secretary or other
areas designated by the Secretary as suitable
for the production of the varieties or types;
and

(B) is ginned on a roller-type gin or, if au-
thorized by the Secretary, ginned on another
type gin for experimental purposes.

(7) FARM BASE ACRES.—The term ‘‘farm
base acres’” means the sum of the base acre-
age for all covered commodities and cotton
on a farm in effect as of September 30, 2013,
and subject to any adjustment under section
1105.

(8) MEDIUM GRAIN RICE.—The term ‘‘me-
dium grain rice’’ includes short grain rice.

9 MIDSEASON PRICE.—The term
“midseason price’’ means the applicable na-
tional average market price received by pro-
ducers for the first 5 months of the applica-
ble marketing year, as determined by the
Secretary.

(10) OTHER OILSEED.—The term ‘‘other oil-
seed” means a crop of sunflower seed,
rapeseed, canola, safflower, flaxseed, mus-
tard seed, crambe, sesame seed, or any oil-
seed designated by the Secretary.

(11) PAYMENT ACRES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraphs (B) through (D), the term
“payment acres’’, with respect to the provi-
sion of price loss coverage payments and rev-
enue loss coverage payments, means—

(i) 85 percent of total acres planted for the
year to each covered commodity on a farm;
and

(ii) 30 percent of total acres approved as
prevented from being planted for the year to
each covered commodity on a farm.

(B) MAXIMUM.—The total quantity of pay-
ment acres determined under subparagraph
(A) shall not exceed the farm base acres.

(C) REDUCTION.—If the sum of all payment
acres for a farm exceeds the limits estab-
lished under subparagraph (B), the Secretary
shall reduce the payment acres applicable to
each crop proportionately.

(D) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘payment
acres’” does not include any crop subse-
quently planted during the same crop year
on the same land for which the first crop is
eligible for payments under this subtitle, un-
less the crop was approved for double crop-
ping in the county, as determined by the
Secretary.
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(12) PAYMENT YIELD.—The term ‘‘payment
yield” means the yield established for
counter-cyclical payments under section 1102
or 1302 of the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7912, 7952), sec-
tion 1102 of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8712), as in effect on
September 30, 2013, or under section 1106 of
this Act, for a farm for a covered com-
modity.

(13) PRICE LOSS COVERAGE.—The term
“‘price loss coverage’’ means coverage pro-
vided under section 1107(b).

(14) PRODUCER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘producer’”’
means an owner, operator, landlord, tenant,
or sharecropper that shares in the risk of
producing a crop and is entitled to share in
the crop available for marketing from the
farm, or would have shared had the crop been
produced.

(B) HYBRID SEED.—In determining whether
a grower of hybrid seed is a producer, the
Secretary shall—

(i) not take into consideration the exist-
ence of a hybrid seed contract; and

(ii) ensure that program requirements do
not adversely affect the ability of the grower
to receive a payment under this title.

(15) PULSE CcROP.—The term ‘‘pulse crop’”’
means dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas, and
large chickpeas.

(16) REFERENCE PRICE.—The term ‘‘ref-
erence price’’, with respect to a covered com-
modity for a crop year, means the following:

(A) Wheat, $5.50 per bushel.

(B) Corn, $3.70 per bushel.

(C) Grain sorghum, $3.95 per bushel.

(D) Barley, $4.95 per bushel.

(E) Oats, $2.40 per bushel.

(F) Long grain rice, $14.00 per hundred-
weight.

(G) Medium grain rice, $14.00 per hundred-
weight.

(H) Soybeans, $8.40 per bushel.

(I) Other oilseeds, $20.15 per hundred-
weight.

(J) Peanuts $535.00 per ton.

(K) Dry peas, $11.00 per hundredweight.

(L) Lentils, $19.97 per hundredweight.

(M) Small chickpeas, $19.04 per hundred-
weight.

(N) Large chickpeas, $21.54 per hundred-
weight.

(17) REVENUE LOSS COVERAGE.—The term
“‘revenue loss coverage’’ means coverage pro-
vided under section 1107(c).

(18) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(19) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means—

(A) a State;

(B) the District of Columbia;

(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and

(D) any other territory or possession of the
United States.

(20) TEMPERATE JAPONICA RICE.—The term
‘“‘temperate japonica rice’” means rice that is
grown in high altitudes or temperate regions
of high latitudes with cooler climate condi-
tions, in the Western United States, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(21) TRANSITIONAL YIELD.—The term ‘‘tran-
sitional yield” has the meaning given the
term in section 502(b) of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1502(b)).

(22) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘United
States’, when used in a geographical sense,
means all of the States.

(23) UNITED STATES PREMIUM FACTOR.—The
term ‘‘United States Premium Factor”
means the percentage by which the dif-
ference in the United States loan schedule
premiums for Strict Middling (SM) 1Y%s-inch
upland cotton and for Middling (M) 1342-inch
upland cotton exceeds the difference in the
applicable premiums for comparable inter-
national qualities.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

SEC. 1105. BASE ACRES.

(a) ADJUSTMENT OF BASE ACRES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide for an adjustment, as appropriate, in
the base acres for covered commodities and
cotton for a farm whenever any of the fol-
lowing circumstances occurs:

(A) A conservation reserve contract en-
tered into under section 1231 of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831) with re-
spect to the farm expires or is voluntarily
terminated.

(B) Cropland is released from coverage
under a conservation reserve contract by the
Secretary.

(C) The producer has eligible oilseed acre-
age as the result of the Secretary desig-
nating additional oilseeds, which shall be de-
termined in the same manner as eligible oil-
seed acreage under section 1101(a)(1)(D) of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (7 U.S.C. 8711(a)(1)(D)).

(2) SPECIAL CONSERVATION RESERVE ACRE-
AGE PAYMENT RULES.—For the crop year in
which a base acres adjustment under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1) is first
made, the owner of the farm shall elect to re-
ceive price loss coverage or revenue loss cov-
erage with respect to the acreage added to
the farm under this subsection or a prorated
payment under the conservation reserve con-
tract, but not both.

(b) PREVENTION OF EXCESS BASE ACRES.—

(1) REQUIRED REDUCTION.—If the sum of the
base acres for a farm, together with the acre-
age described in paragraph (2) exceeds the
actual cropland acreage of the farm, the Sec-
retary shall reduce the base acres for 1 or
more covered commodities or cotton for the
farm so that the sum of the base acres and
acreage described in paragraph (2) does not
exceed the actual cropland acreage of the
farm.

(2) OTHER ACREAGE.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall include the fol-
lowing:

(A) Any acreage on the farm enrolled in
the conservation reserve program or wet-
lands reserve program (Or successor pro-
grams) under chapter 1 of subtitle D of title
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3830 et seq.).

(B) Any other acreage on the farm enrolled
in a Federal conservation program for which
payments are made in exchange for not pro-
ducing an agricultural commodity on the
acreage.

(C) If the Secretary designates additional
oilseeds, any eligible oilseed acreage, which
shall be determined in the same manner as
eligible oilseed acreage under subsection
(a)(1)(C).

(3) SELECTION OF ACRES.—The Secretary
shall give the owner of the farm the oppor-
tunity to select the base acres for a covered
commodity or cotton for the farm against
which the reduction required by paragraph
(1) will be made.

(4) EXCEPTION FOR DOUBLE-CROPPED ACRE-
AGE.—In applying paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall make an exception in the case of
double cropping, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(c) REDUCTION IN BASE ACRES.—

(1) REDUCTION AT OPTION OF OWNER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The owner of a farm may
reduce, at any time, the base acres for any
covered commodity or cotton for the farm.

(B) EFFECT OF REDUCTION.—A reduction
under subparagraph (A) shall be permanent
and made in a manner prescribed by the Sec-
retary.

(2) REQUIRED ACTION BY SECRETARY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
portionately reduce base acres on a farm for
covered commodities and cotton for land
that has been subdivided and developed for
multiple residential units or other non-
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farming uses if the size of the tracts and the
density of the subdivision is such that the
land is unlikely to return to the previous ag-
ricultural use, unless the producers on the
farm demonstrate that the land—

(i) remains devoted to commercial agricul-
tural production; or

(ii) is likely to be returned to the previous
agricultural use.

(B) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish procedures to identify land described
in subparagraph (A).

SEC. 1106. PAYMENT YIELDS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.—For the
purpose of making payments under this sub-
title, the Secretary shall provide for the es-
tablishment of a yield for each farm for any
designated oilseed for which a payment yield
was not established under section 1102 of the
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(7 U.S.C. 8712) in accordance with this sec-
tion.

(b) PAYMENT YIELDS FOR DESIGNATED OIL-
SEEDS.—

(1) DETERMINATION OF AVERAGE YIELD.—In
the case of designated oilseeds, the Sec-
retary shall determine the average yield per
planted acre for the designated oilseed on a
farm for the 1998 through 2001 crop years, ex-
cluding any crop year in which the acreage
planted to the designated oilseed was zero.

(2) ADJUSTMENT FOR PAYMENT YIELD.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The payment yield for a
farm for a designated oilseed shall be equal
to the product of the following:

(i) The average yield for the designated oil-
seed determined under paragraph (1).

(ii) The ratio resulting from dividing the
national average yield for the designated oil-
seed for the 1981 through 1985 crops by the
national average yield for the designated oil-
seed for the 1998 through 2001 crops.

(B) NO NATIONAL AVERAGE YIELD INFORMA-
TION AVAILABLE.—To the extent that na-
tional average yield information for a des-
ignated oilseed is not available, the Sec-
retary shall use such information as the Sec-
retary determines to be fair and equitable to
establish a national average yield under this
section.

(3) USE OF COUNTY AVERAGE YIELD.—If the
yield per planted acre for a crop of a des-
ignated oilseed for a farm for any of the 1998
through 2001 crop years was less than 75 per-
cent of the county yield for that designated
oilseed, the Secretary shall assign a yield for
that crop year equal to 75 percent of the
county yield for the purpose of determining
the average under paragraph (1).

(4) NO HISTORIC YIELD DATA AVAILABLE.—In
the case of establishing yields for designated
oilseeds, if historic yield data is not avail-
able, the Secretary shall use the ratio for
dry peas calculated under paragraph
(2)(A)(ii) in determining the yields for des-
ignated oilseeds, as determined to be fair and
equitable by the Secretary.

(¢) EFFECT OF LACK OF PAYMENT YIELD.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT BY SECRETARY.—If no
payment yield is otherwise established for a
farm for which a covered commodity is
planted and eligible to receive price loss cov-
erage payments, the Secretary shall estab-
lish an appropriate payment yield for the
covered commodity on the farm under para-
graph (2).

(2) USE OF SIMILARLY SITUATED FARMS.—To
establish an appropriate payment yield for a
covered commodity on a farm as required by
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall take into
consideration the farm program payment
yields applicable to that covered commodity
for similarly situated farms. The use of such
data in an appeal, by the Secretary or by the
producer, shall not be subject to any other
provision of law.
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(d) SINGLE OPPORTUNITY TO UPDATE YIELDS
USED TO DETERMINE PRICE LOSS COVERAGE
PAYMENTS.—

(1) ELECTION TO UPDATE.—At the sole dis-
cretion of the owner of a farm, the owner of
a farm shall have a 1-time opportunity to up-
date the payment yields on a covered com-
modity-by-covered-commodity basis that
would otherwise be used in calculating any
price loss coverage payment for covered
commodities on the farm.

(2) TIME FOR ELECTION.—The election under
paragraph (1) shall be made at a time and
manner to be in effect for the 2014 crop year
as determined by the Secretary.

(3) METHOD OF UPDATING YIELDS.—If the
owner of a farm elects to update yields under
this subsection, the payment yield for a cov-
ered commodity on the farm, for the purpose
of calculating price loss coverage payments
only, shall be equal to 90 percent of the aver-
age of the yield per planted acre for the crop
of the covered commodity on the farm for
the 2008 through 2012 crop years, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, excluding any crop
year in which the acreage planted to the
crop of the covered commodity was zero.

(4) USE OF COUNTY AVERAGE YIELD.—If the
yield per planted acre for a crop of the cov-
ered commodity for a farm for any of the
2008 through 2012 crop years was less than 75
percent of the average of the 2008 through
2012 county yield for that commodity, the
Secretary shall assign a yield for that crop
year equal to 75 percent of the average of the
2008 through 2012 county yield for the pur-
poses of determining the average yield under
paragraph (3).

(5) EFFECT OF LACK OF PAYMENT YIELD.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT BY SECRETARY.—For
purposes of this subsection, if no payment
yield is otherwise established for a covered
commodity on a farm, the Secretary shall es-
tablish an appropriate updated payment
yield for the covered commodity on the farm
under subparagraph (B).

(B) USE OF SIMILARLY SITUATED FARMS.—To
establish an appropriate payment yield for a
covered commodity on a farm as required by
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall take
into consideration the farm program pay-
ment yields applicable to that covered com-
modity for similarly situated farms. The use
of such data in an appeal, by the Secretary
or by the producer, shall not be subject to
any other provision of law.

SEC. 1107. FARM RISK MANAGEMENT ELECTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) PAYMENTS REQUIRED.—Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (2), if the Secretary deter-
mines that payments are required under sub-
section (b)(1) or (c)(2) for a covered com-
modity, the Secretary shall make payments
for that covered commodity available under
such subsection to producers on a farm pur-
suant to the terms and conditions of this
section.

(2) PROHIBITION ON PAYMENTS; EXCEP-
TIONS.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of this title, a producer on a farm may not
receive price loss coverage payments or rev-
enue loss coverage payments if the sum of
the planted acres of covered commodities on
the farm is 10 acres or less, as determined by
the Secretary, unless the producer is—

(A) a socially disadvantaged farmer or
rancher (as defined in section 355(e) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act (7 U.S.C. 2003(e))); or

(B) a limited resource farmer or rancher,
as defined by the Secretary.

(b) PRICE LOSS COVERAGE.—

(1) PAYMENTS.—For the 2014 crop year and
each succeeding crop year, the Secretary
shall make price loss coverage payments to
producers on a farm for a covered commodity
if the Secretary determines that—
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(A) the effective price for the covered com-
modity for the crop year; is less than

(B) the reference price for the covered com-
modity for the crop year.

(2) EFFECTIVE PRICE.—The effective price
for a covered commodity for a crop year
shall be the higher of—

(A) the midseason price; or

(B) the national average loan rate for a
marketing assistance loan for the covered
commodity in effect for such crop year under
subtitle B.

(3) PAYMENT RATE.—The payment rate
shall be equal to the difference between—

(A) the reference price for the covered
commodity; and

(B) the effective price determined under
paragraph (2) for the covered commodity.

(4) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—If price loss cov-
erage payments are required to be provided
under this subsection for the 2014 crop year
or any succeding crop year for a covered
commodity, the amount of the price loss cov-
erage payment to be paid to the producers on
a farm for the crop year shall be equal to the
product obtained by multiplying—

(A) the payment rate for the covered com-
modity under paragraph (3);

(B) the payment yield for the covered com-
modity; and

(C) the payment acres for the covered com-
modity.

(5) TIME FOR PAYMENTS.—If the Secretary
determines under this subsection that price
loss coverage payments are required to be
provided for the covered commodity, the
payments shall be made beginning October 1,
or as soon as practicable thereafter, after the
end of the applicable marketing year for the
covered commodity.

(6) SPECIAL RULE FOR BARLEY.—In deter-
mining the effective price for barley in para-
graph (2), the Secretary shall use the all-bar-
ley price.

(7) SPECIAL RULE FOR TEMPERATE JAPONICA
RICE.—The Secretary shall provide a ref-
erence price with respect to temperate ja-
ponica rice in an amount equal to 115 percent
of the amount established in subparagraphs
(F) and (G) of section 1104(16) in order to re-
flect price premiums.

(c) REVENUE L0OSS COVERAGE.—

(1) AVAILABLE AS AN ALTERNATIVE.—AS an
alternative to receiving price loss coverage
payments under subsection (b) for a covered
commodity, all of the owners of the farm
may make a one-time, irrevocable election
on a covered commodity-by-covered-com-
modity basis to receive revenue loss cov-
erage payments for each covered commodity
in accordance with this subsection. If any of
the owners of the farm make different elec-
tions on the same covered commodity on the
farm, all of the owners of the farm shall be
deemed to have not made the election avail-
able under this paragraph.

(2) PAYMENTS.—In the case of owners of a
farm that make the election described in
paragraph (1) for a covered commodity, the
Secretary shall make revenue loss coverage
payments available under this subsection for
the 2014 crop year and each succeeding crop
year if the Secretary determines that—

(A) the actual county revenue for the crop
year for the covered commodity; is less than

(B) the county revenue loss coverage trig-
ger for the crop year for the covered com-
modity.

(3) TIME FOR PAYMENTS.—If the Secretary
determines under this subsection that rev-
enue loss coverage payments are required to
be provided for the covered commodity, pay-
ments shall be made beginning October 1, or
as soon as practicable thereafter, after the
end of the applicable marketing year for the
covered commodity.

(4) ACTUAL COUNTY REVENUE.—The amount
of the actual county revenue for a crop year
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of a covered commodity shall be equal to the
product obtained by multiplying—

(A) the actual county yield, as determined
by the Secretary, for each planted acre for
the crop year for the covered commodity;
and

(B) the higher of—

(i) the midseason price; or

(ii) the national average loan rate for a
marketing assistance loan for the covered
commodity in effect for such crop year under
subtitle B.

(6) COUNTY REVENUE LOSS COVERAGE TRIG-
GER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The county revenue loss
coverage trigger for a crop year for a covered
commodity on a farm shall equal 85 percent
of the benchmark county revenue.

(B) BENCHMARK COUNTY REVENUE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The benchmark county
revenue shall be the product obtained by
multiplying—

(I) subject to clause (ii), the average his-
torical county yield as determined by the
Secretary for the most recent 5 crop years,
excluding each of the crop years with the
highest and lowest yields; and

(IT) subject to clause (iii), the average na-
tional marketing year average price for the
most recent 5 crop years, excluding each of
the crop years with the highest and lowest
prices.

(ii) YIELD CONDITIONS.—If the historical
county yield in clause (i)(I) for any of the 5
most recent crop years, as determined by the
Secretary, is less than 70 percent of the tran-
sitional yield, as determined by the Sec-
retary, the amounts used for any of those
years in clause (i)(I) shall be 70 percent of
the transitional yield.

(iii) REFERENCE PRICE.—If the mnational
marketing year average price in clause (i)(II)
for any of the 5 most recent crop years is
lower than the reference price for the cov-
ered commodity, the Secretary shall use the
reference price for any of those years for the
amounts in clause (i)(II).

(6) PAYMENT RATE.—The payment rate
shall be equal to the lesser of—

(A) the difference between—

(i) the county revenue loss coverage trig-
ger for the covered commodity; and

(ii) the actual county revenue for the crop
year for the covered commodity; or

(B) 10 percent of the benchmark county
revenue for the crop year for the covered
commodity.

(7) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—If revenue loss cov-
erage payments under this subsection are re-
quired to be provided for the 2014 crop year
or any succeeding crop year of a covered
commodity, the amount of the revenue loss
coverage payment to be provided to the pro-
ducers on a farm for the crop year shall be
equal to the product obtained by multi-
plying—

(A) the payment rate under paragraph (6);
and

(B) the payment acres of the covered com-
modity on the farm.

(8) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—In providing
revenue loss coverage payments under this
subsection, the Secretary—

(A) shall ensure that producers on a farm
do not reconstitute the farm of the producers
to void or change the election made under
paragraph (1);

(B) to the maximum extent practicable,
shall use all available information and anal-
ysis, including data mining, to check for
anomalies in the provision of revenue loss
coverage payments;

(C) to the maximum extent practicable,
shall calculate a separate county revenue
loss coverage trigger for irrigated and non-
irrigated covered commodities and a sepa-
rate actual county revenue for irrigated and
nonirrigated covered commodities;
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(D) shall assign a benchmark county yield
for each planted acre for the crop year for
the covered commodity on the basis of the
yield history of representative farms in the
State, region, or crop reporting district, as
determined by the Secretary, if—

(i) the Secretary cannot establish the
benchmark county yield for each planted
acre for a crop year for a covered commodity
in the county in accordance with paragraph
(8); or

(ii) the yield determined under paragraph
(5) is an unrepresentative average yield for
the county (as determined by the Secretary);
and

(E) to the maximum extent practicable,
shall ensure that in order to be eligible for a
payment under this subsection, the pro-
ducers on the farm suffered an actual loss on
the covered commodity for the crop year for
which payment is sought.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Agriculture of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate a report annually con-
taining an evaluation of the impact of price
loss coverage and revenue loss coverage—

(1) on the planting, production, price, and
export of covered commodities; and

(2) on the cost of each commodity program.

(e) CAP ON TOTAL OBLIGATIONS AND EXPEND-
ITURES.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this section, the total amount of
price loss coverage payments and revenue
loss coverage payments made under this sec-
tion during the period of fiscal years 2014
through 2020 shall not exceed $16,956,500,000.
Producer agreements required by section
1108 shall specifically state that payments
made under this section shall be reduced as
necessary to comply with this subsection.
SEC. 1108. PRODUCER AGREEMENTS.

(a) COMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN
MENTS.—

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Before the producers
on a farm may receive payments under this
subtitle with respect to the farm, the pro-
ducers shall agree, during the crop year for
which the payments are made and in ex-
change for the payments—

(A) to comply with applicable conservation
requirements under subtitle B of title XII of
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3811
et seq.);

(B) to comply with applicable wetland pro-
tection requirements under subtitle C of
title XII of that Act (16 U.S.C. 3821 et seq.);
and

(C) to effectively control noxious weeds
and otherwise maintain the land in accord-
ance with sound agricultural practices, as
determined by the Secretary.

(2) COMPLIANCE.—The Secretary may issue
such rules as the Secretary considers nec-
essary to ensure producer compliance with
the requirements of paragraph (1).

(3) MODIFICATION.—At the request of the
transferee or owner, the Secretary may mod-
ify the requirements of this subsection if the
modifications are consistent with the objec-
tives of this subsection, as determined by the
Secretary.

(b) TRANSFER OR CHANGE OF INTEREST IN
FARM.—

(1) TERMINATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), a transfer of (or change in) the
interest of the producers on a farm for which
payments under this subtitle are provided
shall result in the termination of the pay-
ments, unless the transferee or owner of the
acreage agrees to assume all obligations
under subsection (a).

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The termination
shall take effect on the date determined by
the Secretary.

REQUIRE-
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(2) EXCEPTION.—If a producer entitled to a
payment under this subtitle dies, becomes
incompetent, or is otherwise unable to re-
ceive the payment, the Secretary shall make
the payment in accordance with rules issued
by the Secretary.

(c) ACREAGE REPORTS.—AsS a condition on
the receipt of any benefits under this sub-
title or subtitle B, the Secretary shall re-
quire producers on a farm to submit to the
Secretary annual acreage reports with re-
spect to all cropland on the farm.

(d) TENANTS AND SHARECROPPERS.—In car-
rying out this subtitle, the Secretary shall
provide adequate safeguards to protect the
interests of tenants and sharecroppers.

(e) SHARING OF PAYMENTS.—The Secretary
shall provide for the sharing of payments
made under this subtitle among the pro-
ducers on a farm on a fair and equitable
basis.

Subtitle B—Marketing Loans
SEC. 1201. AVAILABILITY OF NONRECOURSE MAR-
KETING ASSISTANCE LOANS FOR
LOAN COMMODITIES.

(a) DEFINITION OF LOAN COMMODITY.—In
this subtitle, the term ‘‘loan commodity”’
means wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley,
oats, upland cotton, extra long staple cotton,
long grain rice, medium grain rice, peanuts,
soybeans, other oilseeds, graded wool, non-
graded wool, mohair, honey, dry peas, len-
tils, small chickpeas, and large chickpeas.

(b) NONRECOURSE LLOANS AVAILABLE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the 2014 crops and
each succeeding annual crops of each loan
commodity, the Secretary shall make avail-
able to producers on a farm nonrecourse
marketing assistance loans for loan com-
modities produced on the farm.

(2) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The marketing
assistance loans shall be made under terms
and conditions that are prescribed by the
Secretary and at the loan rate established
under section 1202 for the loan commodity.

(¢c) ELIGIBLE PRODUCTION.—The producers
on a farm shall be eligible for a marketing
assistance loan under subsection (b) for any
quantity of a loan commodity produced on
the farm.

(d) COMPLIANCE WITH CONSERVATION AND
WETLANDS REQUIREMENTS.—As a condition of
the receipt of a marketing assistance loan
under subsection (b), the producer shall com-
ply with applicable conservation require-
ments under subtitle B of title XII of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3811 et
seq.) and applicable wetland protection re-
quirements under subtitle C of title XII of
that Act (16 U.S.C. 3821 et seq.) during the
term of the loan.

(e) SPECIAL RULES FOR PEANUTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—This subsection shall
apply only to producers of peanuts.

(2) OPTIONS FOR OBTAINING LOAN.—A mar-
keting assistance loan under this section,
and loan deficiency payments under section
1205, may be obtained at the option of the
producers on a farm through—

(A) a designated marketing association or
marketing cooperative of producers that is
approved by the Secretary; or

(B) the Farm Service Agency.

(3) STORAGE OF LOAN PEANUTS.—AS a condi-
tion on the approval by the Secretary of an
individual or entity to provide storage for
peanuts for which a marketing assistance
loan is made under this section, the indi-
vidual or entity shall agree—

(A) to provide the storage on a nondiscrim-
inatory basis; and

(B) to comply with such additional require-
ments as the Secretary considers appropriate
to accomplish the purposes of this section
and promote fairness in the administration
of the benefits of this section.

(4) STORAGE, HANDLING, AND ASSOCIATED
COSTS.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—To ensure proper storage
of peanuts for which a loan is made under
this section, the Secretary shall pay han-
dling and other associated costs (other than
storage costs) incurred at the time at which
the peanuts are placed under loan, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(B) REDEMPTION AND FORFEITURE.—The
Secretary shall—

(i) require the repayment of handling and
other associated costs paid under subpara-
graph (A) for all peanuts pledged as collat-
eral for a loan that is redeemed under this
section; and

(ii) pay storage, handling, and other associ-
ated costs for all peanuts pledged as collat-
eral that are forfeited under this section.

(5) MARKETING.—A marketing association
or cooperative may market peanuts for
which a loan is made under this section in
any manner that conforms to consumer
needs, including the separation of peanuts by
type and quality.

(6) REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS AND PAY-
MENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—The
Secretary may implement any reimbursable
agreements or provide for the payment of ad-
ministrative expenses under this subsection
only in a manner that is consistent with
those activities in regard to other loan com-
modities.

SEC. 1202. LOAN RATES FOR NONRECOURSE MAR-
KETING ASSISTANCE LOANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of the 2014
crop year and each succeeding crop year, the
loan rate for a marketing assistance loan
under section 1201 for a loan commodity
shall be equal to the following:

(1) In the case of wheat, $2.94 per bushel.

(2) In the case of corn, $1.95 per bushel.

(3) In the case of grain sorghum, $1.95 per
bushel.

(4) In the case of barley, $1.95 per bushel.

(5) In the case of oats, $1.39 per bushel.

(6) In the case of base quality of upland
cotton, for the 2014 crop year and each suc-
ceeding crop year, the simple average of the
adjusted prevailing world price for the 2 im-
mediately preceding marketing years, as de-
termined by the Secretary and announced
October 1 preceding the next domestic plant-
ings, but in no case less than $0.47 per pound
or more than $0.52 per pound.

(7) In the case of extra long staple cotton,
$0.7977 per pound.

(8) In the case of long grain rice, $6.50 per
hundredweight.

(9) In the case of medium grain rice, $6.50
per hundredweight.

(10) In the case of soybeans, $5.00 per bush-
el.

(11) In the case of other oilseeds, $10.09 per
hundredweight for each of the following
kinds of oilseeds:

(A) Sunflower seed.

(B) Rapeseed.

(C) Canola.

(D) Safflower.

(E) Flaxseed.

(F) Mustard seed.

(G) Crambe.

(H) Sesame seed.

(I) Other oilseeds designated by the Sec-
retary.

(12) In the case of dry peas, $5.40 per hun-
dredweight.

(13) In the case of lentils, $11.28 per hun-
dredweight.

(14) In the case of small chickpeas, $7.43 per
hundredweight.

(15) In the case of large chickpeas, $11.28
per hundredweight.

(16) In the case of graded wool, $1.15 per
pound.

(17) In the case of nongraded wool, $0.40 per
pound.

(18) In the case of mohair, $4.20 per pound.

(19) In the case of honey, $0.69 per pound.
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(20) In the case of peanuts, $355 per ton.

(b) SINGLE COUNTY LOAN RATE FOR OTHER
OILSEEDS.—The Secretary shall establish a
single loan rate in each county for each kind
of other oilseeds described in subsection
(a)(1D).

SEC. 1203. TERM OF LOANS.

(a) TERM OF LOAN.—In the case of each
loan commodity, a marketing assistance
loan under section 1201 shall have a term of
9 months beginning on the first day of the
first month after the month in which the
loan is made.

(b) EXTENSIONS PROHIBITED.—The Sec-
retary may not extend the term of a mar-
keting assistance loan for any loan com-
modity.

SEC. 1204. REPAYMENT OF LOANS.

(a) GENERAL RULE.—The Secretary shall
permit the producers on a farm to repay a
marketing assistance loan under section 1201
for a loan commodity (other than upland
cotton, long grain rice, medium grain rice,
extra long staple cotton, peanuts and confec-
tionery and each other kind of sunflower
seed (other than oil sunflower seed)) at a
rate that is the lesser of—

(1) the loan rate established for the com-
modity under section 1202, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283));

(2) a rate (as determined by the Secretary)
that—

(A) is calculated based on average market
prices for the loan commodity during the
preceding 30-day period; and

(B) will minimize discrepancies in mar-
keting loan benefits across State boundaries
and across county boundaries; or

(3) a rate that the Secretary may develop
using alternative methods for calculating a
repayment rate for a loan commodity that
the Secretary determines will—

(A) minimize potential loan forfeitures;

(B) minimize the accumulation of stocks of
the commodity by the Federal Government;

(C) minimize the cost incurred by the Fed-
eral Government in storing the commodity;

(D) allow the commodity produced in the
United States to be marketed freely and
competitively, both domestically and inter-
nationally; and

(E) minimize discrepancies in marketing
loan benefits across State boundaries and
across county boundaries.

(b) REPAYMENT RATES FOR UPLAND COTTON,
LONG GRAIN RICE, AND MEDIUM GRAIN RICE.—
The Secretary shall permit producers to
repay a marketing assistance loan under sec-
tion 1201 for upland cotton, long grain rice,
and medium grain rice at a rate that is the
lesser of—

(1) the loan rate established for the com-
modity under section 1202, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)); or

(2) the prevailing world market price for
the commodity, as determined and adjusted
by the Secretary in accordance with this sec-
tion.

() REPAYMENT RATES FOR EXTRA LONG
STAPLE COTTON.—Repayment of a marketing
assistance loan for extra long staple cotton
shall be at the loan rate established for the
commodity under section 1202, plus interest
(determined in accordance with section 163 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)).

(d) PREVAILING WORLD MARKET PRICE.—For
purposes of this section and section 1207, the
Secretary shall prescribe by regulation—

(1) a formula to determine the prevailing
world market price for each of upland cot-
ton, long grain rice, and medium grain rice;
and
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(2) a mechanism by which the Secretary
shall announce periodically those prevailing
world market prices.

(e) ADJUSTMENT OF PREVAILING WORLD
MARKET PRICE FOR UPLAND COTTON, LONG
GRAIN RICE, AND MEDIUM GRAIN RICE.—

(1) RICE.—The prevailing world market
price for long grain rice and medium grain
rice determined under subsection (d) shall be
adjusted to United States quality and loca-
tion.

(2) CoTTON.—The prevailing world market
price for upland cotton determined under
subsection (d)—

(A) shall be adjusted to United States qual-
ity and location, with the adjustment to in-
clude—

(i) a reduction equal to any United States
Premium Factor for upland cotton of a qual-
ity higher than Middling (M) 1%42-inch; and

(ii) the average costs to market the com-
modity, including average transportation
costs, as determined by the Secretary; and

(B) may be further adjusted, during the pe-
riod beginning on the date of enactment of
this Act and ending on July 31, 2019, if the
Secretary determines the adjustment is nec-
essary—

(i) to minimize potential loan forfeitures;

(ii) to minimize the accumulation of
stocks of upland cotton by the Federal Gov-
ernment;

(iii) to ensure that upland cotton produced
in the United States can be marketed freely
and competitively, both domestically and
internationally; and

(iv) to ensure an appropriate transition be-
tween current-crop and forward-crop price
quotations, except that the Secretary may
use forward-crop price quotations prior to
July 31 of a marketing year only if—

(I) there are insufficient current-crop price
quotations; and

(IT) the forward-crop price quotation is the
lowest such quotation available.

(3) GUIDELINES FOR ADDITIONAL ADJUST-
MENTS.—In making adjustments under this
subsection, the Secretary shall establish a
mechanism for determining and announcing
the adjustments in order to avoid undue dis-
ruption in the United States market.

(f) REPAYMENT RATES FOR CONFECTIONERY
AND OTHER KINDS OF SUNFLOWER SEEDS.—The
Secretary shall permit the producers on a
farm to repay a marketing assistance loan
under section 1201 for confectionery and each
other kind of sunflower seed (other than oil
sunflower seed) at a rate that is the lesser
of—

(1) the loan rate established for the com-
modity under section 1202, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)); or

(2) the repayment rate established for oil
sunflower seed.

(g) PAYMENT OF COTTON STORAGE COSTS.—
Effective for the 2014 crop year and each suc-
ceeding crop year, the Secretary shall make
cotton storage payments available in the
same manner, and at the same rates as the
Secretary provided storage payments for the
2006 crop of cotton, except that the rates
shall be reduced by 10 percent.

(h) REPAYMENT RATE FOR PEANUTS.—The
Secretary shall permit producers on a farm
to repay a marketing assistance loan for pea-
nuts under section 1201 at a rate that is the
lesser of—

(1) the loan rate established for peanuts
under section 1202(a)(20), plus interest (deter-
mined in accordance with section 163 of the
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)); or

(2) a rate that the Secretary determines
will—

(A) minimize potential loan forfeitures;
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(B) minimize the accumulation of stocks of
peanuts by the Federal Government;

(C) minimize the cost incurred by the Fed-
eral Government in storing peanuts; and

(D) allow peanuts produced in the United
States to be marketed freely and competi-
tively, both domestically and internation-
ally.

(1) AUTHORITY TO TEMPORARILY ADJUST RE-
PAYMENT RATES.—

(1) ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY.—In the event
of a severe disruption to marketing, trans-
portation, or related infrastructure, the Sec-
retary may modify the repayment rate oth-
erwise applicable under this section for mar-
keting assistance loans under section 1201 for
a loan commodity.

(2) DURATION.—Any adjustment made
under paragraph (1) in the repayment rate
for marketing assistance loans for a loan
commodity shall be in effect on a short-term
and temporary basis, as determined by the
Secretary.

SEC. 1205. LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS.

(a) AVAILABILITY OF LOAN DEFICIENCY PAY-
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (d), the Secretary may make loan de-
ficiency payments available to producers on
a farm that, although eligible to obtain a
marketing assistance loan under section 1201
with respect to a loan commodity, agree to
forgo obtaining the loan for the commodity
in return for loan deficiency payments under
this section.

(2) UNSHORN PELTS, HAY, AND SILAGE.—

(A) MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS.—Sub-
ject to subparagraph (B), nongraded wool in
the form of unshorn pelts and hay and silage
derived from a loan commodity are not eligi-
ble for a marketing assistance loan under
section 1201.

(B) LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENT.—Effective
for the 2014 crop year and each succeeding
crop year, the Secretary may make loan de-
ficiency payments available under this sec-
tion to producers on a farm that produce
unshorn pelts or hay and silage derived from
a loan commodity.

(b) COMPUTATION.—A loan deficiency pay-
ment for a loan commodity or commodity
referred to in subsection (a)(2) shall be equal
to the product obtained by multiplying—

(1) the payment rate determined under sub-
section (c¢) for the commodity; by

(2) the quantity of the commodity pro-
duced by the eligible producers, excluding
any quantity for which the producers obtain
a marketing assistance loan under section
1201.

(c) PAYMENT RATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a loan com-
modity, the payment rate shall be the
amount by which—

(A) the loan rate established under section
1202 for the loan commodity; exceeds

(B) the rate at which a marketing assist-
ance loan for the loan commodity may be re-
paid under section 1204.

(2) UNSHORN PELTS.—In the case of unshorn
pelts, the payment rate shall be the amount
by which—

(A) the loan rate established under section
1202 for ungraded wool; exceeds

(B) the rate at which a marketing assist-
ance loan for ungraded wool may be repaid
under section 1204.

(3) HAY AND SILAGE.—In the case of hay or
silage derived from a loan commodity, the
payment rate shall be the amount by
which—

(A) the loan rate established under section
1202 for the loan commodity from which the
hay or silage is derived; exceeds

(B) the rate at which a marketing assist-
ance loan for the loan commodity may be re-
paid under section 1204.



July 11, 2013

(d) EXCEPTION FOR EXTRA LONG STAPLE
COTTON.—This section shall not apply with
respect to extra long staple cotton.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR PAYMENT RATE DE-
TERMINATION.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine the amount of the loan deficiency pay-
ment to be made under this section to the
producers on a farm with respect to a quan-
tity of a loan commodity or commodity re-
ferred to in subsection (a)(2) using the pay-
ment rate in effect under subsection (c) as of
the date the producers request the payment.
SEC. 1206. PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF LOAN DEFI-

CIENCY PAYMENTS FOR GRAZED
ACREAGE.

(a) ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective for the 2014 crop
year and each succeeding crop year, in the
case of a producer that would be eligible for
a loan deficiency payment under section 1205
for wheat, barley, or oats, but that elects to
use acreage planted to the wheat, barley, or
oats for the grazing of livestock, the Sec-
retary shall make a payment to the producer
under this section if the producer enters into
an agreement with the Secretary to forgo
any other harvesting of the wheat, barley, or
oats on that acreage.

(2) GRAZING OF TRITICALE ACREAGE.—Effec-
tive for the 2014 crop year and each suc-
ceeding crop year, with respect to a producer
on a farm that uses acreage planted to
triticale for the grazing of livestock, the
Secretary shall make a payment to the pro-
ducer under this section if the producer en-
ters into an agreement with the Secretary to
forgo any other harvesting of triticale on
that acreage.

(b) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of a payment
made under this section to a producer on a
farm described in subsection (a)(1) shall be
equal to the amount determined by multi-
plying—

(A) the loan deficiency payment rate deter-
mined under section 1205(c) in effect, as of
the date of the agreement, for the county in
which the farm is located; by

(B) the payment quantity determined by
multiplying—

(i) the quantity of the grazed acreage on
the farm with respect to which the producer
elects to forgo harvesting of wheat, barley,
or oats; and

(ii)(I) the payment yield in effect for the
calculation of price loss coverage under sub-
title A with respect to that loan commodity
on the farm; or

(IT) in the case of a farm without a pay-
ment yield for that loan commodity, an ap-
propriate yield established by the Secretary
in a manner consistent with section 1106(c)
of this Act.

(2) GRAZING OF TRITICALE ACREAGE.—The
amount of a payment made under this sec-
tion to a producer on a farm described in
subsection (a)(2) shall be equal to the
amount determined by multiplying—

(A) the loan deficiency payment rate deter-
mined under section 1205(c) in effect for
wheat, as of the date of the agreement, for
the county in which the farm is located; by

(B) the payment quantity determined by
multiplying—

(i) the quantity of the grazed acreage on
the farm with respect to which the producer
elects to forgo harvesting of triticale; and

(ii)(I) the payment yield in effect for the
calculation of price loss coverage under sub-
title A with respect to wheat on the farm; or

(IT) in the case of a farm without a pay-
ment yield for wheat, an appropriate yield
established by the Secretary in a manner
consistent with section 1106(c) of this Act.

(c) TIME, MANNER, AND AVAILABILITY OF
PAYMENT.—

(1) TIME AND MANNER.—A payment under
this section shall be made at the same time
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and in the same manner as loan deficiency
payments are made under section 1205.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish an availability period for the pay-
ments authorized by this section.

(B) CERTAIN COMMODITIES.—In the case of
wheat, barley, and oats, the availability pe-
riod shall be consistent with the availability
period for the commodity established by the
Secretary for marketing assistance loans au-
thorized by this subtitle.

(d) PROHIBITION ON CROP INSURANCE INDEM-
NITY OR NONINSURED CROP ASSISTANCE.—A
2014 crop or succeeding annual crop of wheat,
barley, oats, or triticale planted on acreage
that a producer elects, in the agreement re-
quired by subsection (a), to use for the graz-
ing of livestock in lieu of any other har-
vesting of the crop shall not be eligible for
an indemnity under a policy or plan of insur-
ance authorized under the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) or non-
insured crop assistance under section 196 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7333).

SEC. 1207. SPECIAL MARKETING LOAN PROVI-
SIONS FOR UPLAND COTTON.

(a) SPECIAL IMPORT QUOTA.—

(1) DEFINITION OF SPECIAL IMPORT QUOTA.—
In this subsection, the term ‘‘special import
quota’ means a quantity of imports that is
not subject to the over-quota tariff rate of a
tariff-rate quota.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President shall carry
out an import quota program beginning on
August 1, 2014, as provided in this subsection.

(B) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—Whenever
the Secretary determines and announces
that for any consecutive 4-week period, the
Friday through Thursday average price
quotation for the lowest-priced TUnited
States growth, as quoted for Middling (M)
1342-inch cotton, delivered to a definable and
significant international market, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, exceeds the pre-
vailing world market price, there shall im-
mediately be in effect a special import
quota.

(3) QUANTITY.—The quota shall be equal to
the consumption during a 1-week period of
cotton by domestic mills at the seasonally
adjusted average rate of the most recent 3
months for which official data of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are available or, in the
absence of sufficient data, as estimated by
the Secretary.

(4) APPLICATION.—The quota shall apply to
upland cotton purchased not later than 90
days after the date of the Secretary’s an-
nouncement under paragraph (2) and entered
into the United States not later than 180
days after that date.

(5) OVERLAP.—A special quota period may
be established that overlaps any existing
quota period if required by paragraph (2), ex-
cept that a special quota period may not be
established under this subsection if a quota
period has been established under subsection
(b).

(6) PREFERENTIAL TARIFF TREATMENT.—The
quantity under a special import quota shall
be considered to be an in-quota quantity for
purposes of—

(A) section 213(d) of the Caribbean Basin
Economic Recovery Act (19 U.S.C. 2703(d));

(B) section 204 of the Andean Trade Pref-
erence Act (19 U.S.C. 3203);

(C) section 503(d) of the Trade Act of 1974
(19 U.S.C. 2463(d)); and

(D) General Note 3(a)(iv) to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule.

(7) LIMITATION.—The quantity of cotton en-
tered into the United States during any mar-
keting year under the special import quota
established under this subsection may not
exceed the equivalent of 10 weeks’ consump-
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tion of upland cotton by domestic mills at
the seasonally adjusted average rate of the 3
months immediately preceding the first spe-
cial import quota established in any mar-
keting year.

(b) LIMITED GLOBAL IMPORT QUOTA FOR UP-
LAND COTTON.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) DEMAND.—The term ‘‘demand’ means—

(i) the average seasonally adjusted annual
rate of domestic mill consumption of cotton
during the most recent 3 months for which
official data of the Department of Agri-
culture are available or, in the absence of
sufficient data, as estimated by the Sec-
retary; and

(ii) the larger of—

(I) average exports of upland cotton during
the preceding 6 marketing years; or

(IT) cumulative exports of upland cotton
plus outstanding export sales for the mar-
keting year in which the quota is estab-
lished.

(B) LIMITED GLOBAL IMPORT QUOTA.—The
term ‘‘limited global import quota’ means a
quantity of imports that is not subject to the
over-quota tariff rate of a tariff-rate quota.

(C) SuppLY.—The term ‘‘supply’” means,
using the latest official data of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture—

(i) the carry-over of upland cotton at the
beginning of the marketing year (adjusted to
480-pound bales) in which the quota is estab-
lished;

(ii) production of the current crop; and

(iii) imports to the latest date available
during the marketing year.

(2) PROGRAM.—The President shall carry
out an import quota program that provides
that whenever the Secretary determines and
announces that the average price of the base
quality of upland cotton, as determined by
the Secretary, in the designated spot mar-
kets for a month exceeded 130 percent of the
average price of the quality of cotton in the
markets for the preceding 36 months, not-
withstanding any other provision of law,
there shall immediately be in effect a lim-
ited global import quota subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:

(A) QUANTITY.—The quantity of the quota
shall be equal to 21 days of domestic mill
consumption of upland cotton at the season-
ally adjusted average rate of the most recent
3 months for which official data of the De-
partment of Agriculture are available or, in
the absence of sufficient data, as estimated
by the Secretary.

(B) QUANTITY IF PRIOR QUOTA.—If a quota
has been established under this subsection
during the preceding 12 months, the quantity
of the quota next established under this sub-
section shall be the smaller of 21 days of do-
mestic mill consumption calculated under
subparagraph (A) or the quantity required to
increase the supply to 130 percent of the de-
mand.

(C) PREFERENTIAL TARIFF TREATMENT.—The
quantity under a limited global import quota
shall be considered to be an in-quota quan-
tity for purposes of—

(i) section 213(d) of the Caribbean Basin
Economic Recovery Act (19 U.S.C. 2703(d));

(ii) section 204 of the Andean Trade Pref-
erence Act (19 U.S.C. 3203);

(iii) section 503(d) of the Trade Act of 1974
(19 U.S.C. 2463(d)); and

(iv) General Note 3(a)(iv) to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule.

(D) QUOTA ENTRY PERIOD.—When a quota is
established under this subsection, cotton
may be entered under the quota during the
90-day period beginning on the date the
quota is established by the Secretary.

(3) NO OVERLAP.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (2), a quota period may not be estab-
lished that overlaps an existing quota period
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or a special quota period established under
subsection (a).

(c) ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE TO
USERS OF UPLAND COTTON.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary shall, on a monthly basis,
make economic adjustment assistance avail-
able to domestic users of upland cotton in
the form of payments for all documented use
of that upland cotton during the previous
monthly period regardless of the origin of
the upland cotton.

(2) VALUE OF ASSISTANCE.—Effective begin-
ning on August 1, 2013, the value of the as-
sistance provided under paragraph (1) shall
be 3 cents per pound.

(3) ALLOWABLE PURPOSES.—Economic ad-
justment assistance under this subsection
shall be made available only to domestic
users of upland cotton that certify that the
assistance shall be used only to acquire, con-
struct, install, modernize, develop, convert,
or expand land, plant, buildings, equipment,
facilities, or machinery.

(4) REVIEW OR AUDIT.—The Secretary may
conduct such review or audit of the records
of a domestic user under this subsection as
the Secretary determines necessary to carry
out this subsection.

(6) IMPROPER USE OF ASSISTANCE.—If the
Secretary determines, after a review or audit
of the records of the domestic user, that eco-
nomic adjustment assistance under this sub-
section was not used for the purposes speci-
fied in paragraph (3), the domestic user shall
be—

(A) liable for the repayment of the assist-
ance to the Secretary, plus interest, as de-
termined by the Secretary; and

(B) ineligible to receive assistance under
this subsection for a period of 1 year fol-
lowing the determination of the Secretary.
SEC. 1208. SPECIAL COMPETITIVE PROVISIONS

FOR EXTRA LONG STAPLE COTTON.

(a) COMPETITIVENESS PROGRAM.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary shall carry out a program—

(1) to maintain and expand the domestic
use of extra long staple cotton produced in
the United States;

(2) to increase exports of extra long staple
cotton produced in the United States; and

(3) to ensure that extra long staple cotton
produced in the United States remains com-
petitive in world markets.

(b) PAYMENTS UNDER PROGRAM; TRIGGER.—
Under the program, the Secretary shall
make payments available under this section
whenever—

(1) for a consecutive 4-week period, the
world market price for the lowest priced
competing growth of extra long staple cotton
(adjusted to United States quality and loca-
tion and for other factors affecting the com-
petitiveness of such cotton), as determined
by the Secretary, is below the prevailing
United States price for a competing growth
of extra long staple cotton; and

(2) the lowest priced competing growth of
extra long staple cotton (adjusted to United
States quality and location and for other
factors affecting the competitiveness of such
cotton), as determined by the Secretary, is
less than 134 percent of the loan rate for
extra long staple cotton.

(¢) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—The Secretary
shall make payments available under this
section to domestic users of extra long staple
cotton produced in the United States and ex-
porters of extra long staple cotton produced
in the United States that enter into an
agreement with the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration to participate in the program under
this section.

(d) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—Payments under
this section shall be based on the amount of
the difference in the prices referred to in
subsection (b)(1) during the fourth week of
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the consecutive 4-week period multiplied by

the amount of documented purchases by do-

mestic users and sales for export by export-

ers made in the week following such a con-

secutive 4-week period.

SEC. 1209. AVAILABILITY OF RECOURSE LOANS
FOR HIGH MOISTURE FEED GRAINS
AND SEED COTTON.

(a) HIGH MOISTURE FEED GRAINS.—

(1) DEFINITION OF HIGH MOISTURE STATE.—In
this subsection, the term ‘‘high moisture
state’” means corn or grain sorghum having
a moisture content in excess of Commodity
Credit Corporation standards for marketing
assistance loans made by the Secretary
under section 1201.

(2) RECOURSE LOANS AVAILABLE.—For the
2014 crop and each succeeding annual crop of
corn and grain sorghum, the Secretary shall
make available recourse loans, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, to producers on a
farm that—

(A) normally harvest all or a portion of
their crop of corn or grain sorghum in a high
moisture state;

(B) present—

(i) certified scale tickets from an in-
spected, certified commercial scale, includ-
ing a licensed warehouse, feedlot, feed mill,
distillery, or other similar entity approved
by the Secretary, pursuant to regulations
issued by the Secretary; or

(ii) field or other physical measurements of
the standing or stored crop in regions of the
United States, as determined by the Sec-
retary, that do not have certified commer-
cial scales from which certified scale tickets
may be obtained within reasonable prox-
imity of harvest operation;

(C) certify that the producers on the farm
were the owners of the feed grain at the time
of delivery to, and that the quantity to be
placed under loan under this subsection was
in fact harvested on the farm and delivered
to, a feedlot, feed mill, or commercial or on-
farm high-moisture storage facility, or to a
facility maintained by the users of corn and
grain sorghum in a high moisture state; and

(D) comply with deadlines established by
the Secretary for harvesting the corn or
grain sorghum and submit applications for
loans under this subsection within deadlines
established by the Secretary.

(3) ELIGIBILITY OF ACQUIRED FEED GRAINS.—
A loan under this subsection shall be made
on a quantity of corn or grain sorghum of
the same crop acquired by the producer
equivalent to a quantity determined by mul-
tiplying—

(A) the acreage of the corn or grain sor-
ghum in a high moisture state harvested on
the farm of the producer; by

(B) the lower of the farm program payment
yield used to make payments under subtitle
A or the actual yield on a field, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, that is similar to
the field from which the corn or grain sor-
ghum was obtained.

(b) RECOURSE LOANS AVAILABLE FOR SEED
CoTTON.—For the 2014 crop and each suc-
ceeding annual crop of upland cotton and
extra long staple cotton, the Secretary shall
make available recourse seed cotton loans,
as determined by the Secretary, on any pro-
duction.

(c) REPAYMENT RATES.—Repayment of a re-
course loan made under this section shall be
at the loan rate established for the com-
modity by the Secretary, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)).

SEC. 1210. ADJUSTMENTS OF LOANS.

(a) ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY.—Subject to
subsection (e), the Secretary may make ap-
propriate adjustments in the loan rates for
any loan commodity (other than cotton) for
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differences in grade, type, quality, location,
and other factors.

(b) MANNER OF ADJUSTMENT.—The adjust-
ments under subsection (a) shall, to the max-
imum extent practicable, be made in such a
manner that the average loan level for the
commodity will, on the basis of the antici-
pated incidence of the factors, be equal to
the level of support determined in accord-
ance with this subtitle and subtitle C.

(c) ADJUSTMENT ON COUNTY BASIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may estab-
lish loan rates for a crop for producers in in-
dividual counties in a manner that results in
the lowest loan rate being 95 percent of the
national average loan rate, if those loan
rates do not result in an increase in outlays.

(2) PROHIBITION.—Adjustments under this
subsection shall not result in an increase in
the national average loan rate for any year.

(d) ADJUSTMENT IN LOAN RATE FOR COT-
TON.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make
appropriate adjustments in the loan rate for
cotton for differences in quality factors.

(2) TYPES OF ADJUSTMENTS.—Loan rate ad-
justments under paragraph (1) may include—

(A) the use of non-spot market price data,
in addition to spot market price data, that
would enhance the accuracy of the price in-
formation used in determining quality ad-
justments under this subsection;

(B) adjustments in the premiums or dis-
counts associated with upland cotton with a
staple length of 33 or above due to
micronaire with the goal of eliminating any
unnecessary artificial splits in the calcula-
tions of the premiums or discounts; and

(C) such other adjustments as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate, after con-
sultations conducted in accordance with
paragraph (3).

(3) CONSULTATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR.—

(A) PRIOR TO REVISION.—In making adjust-
ments to the loan rate for cotton (including
any review of the adjustments) as provided
in this subsection, the Secretary shall con-
sult with representatives of the United
States cotton industry.

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ACT.—The Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (b U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to
consultations under this subsection.

(4) REVIEW OF ADJUSTMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may review the operation of the up-
land cotton quality adjustments imple-
mented pursuant to this subsection and may
make further adjustments to the administra-
tion of the loan program for upland cotton,
by revoking or revising any adjustment
taken under paragraph (2).

(e) RICE.—The Secretary shall not make
adjustments in the loan rates for long grain
rice and medium grain rice, except for dif-
ferences in grade and quality (including mill-
ing yields).

Subtitle C—Sugar
SEC. 1301. SUGAR PROGRAM.

(a) CONTINUATION OF CURRENT PROGRAM
AND LOAN RATES.—

(1) SUGARCANE.—Section 156(a)(5) of the
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7272(a)(5)) is
amended by striking ‘‘the 2012 crop year”
and inserting ‘‘the 2012 crop year and each
succeeding crop year’’.

(2) SUGAR BEETS.—Section 156(b)(2) of the
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7272(b)(2)) is
amended by striking ‘‘each of the 2009
through 2012 crop years’ and inserting ‘‘the
2009 crop year and each succeeding crop
year’’.

(3) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—Section 156(i) of the
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7272(1)) is repealed.

(b) FLEXIBLE MARKETING ALLOTMENTS FOR
SUGAR.—
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(1) SUGAR ESTIMATES.—Section 359b(a)(1) of
the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 (7
U.S.C. 1359bb(a)(1)) is amended by striking
“‘each of the 2008 through 2012 crop years”
and inserting ‘‘the 2008 crop year and each
succeeding crop year’’.

(2) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—Section 359i(a) of
the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 (7
U.S.C. 1359ii(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘only
for the 2008 through 2012 crop years’ and in-
serting ‘‘for the 2008 crop year and each suc-
ceeding crop year’’.

Subtitle D—Dairy
PART I—DAIRY PRODUCER MARGIN
INSURANCE PROGRAM
1401. DAIRY PRODUCER MARGIN
ANCE PROGRAM.

Subtitle E of title I of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8771 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 1511. DAIRY PRODUCER MARGIN
ANCE PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ACTUAL DAIRY PRODUCER MARGIN.—The
term ‘actual dairy producer margin’ means
the difference between the all-milk price and
the average feed cost, as calculated under
subsection (b)(2).

‘(2) ALL-MILK PRICE.—The term ‘all-milk
price’ means the average price received, per
hundredweight of milk, by dairy producers
for all milk sold to plants and dealers in the
United States, as reported by the National
Agricultural Statistics Service.

‘“(3) AVERAGE FEED COST.—The term ‘aver-
age feed cost’ means the average cost of feed
used by a dairy operation to produce a hun-
dredweight of milk, determined under sub-
section (b)(1) using the sum of the following:

‘““(A) The product determined by multi-
plying—

(i) 1.0728; by

‘‘(ii) the price of corn per bushel.

‘““(B) The product determined by multi-
plying—

(1) 0.00735; by

‘‘(ii) the price of soybean meal per ton.

‘(C) The product determined by multi-
plying—

(1) 0.0137; by

‘“(ii) the price of alfalfa hay per ton.

‘“(4) CONSECUTIVE 2-MONTH PERIOD.—The
term ‘consecutive 2-month period’ refers to
the 2-month period consisting of the months
of January and February, March and April,
May and June, July and August, September
and October, or November and December, re-
spectively.

‘‘(5) DAIRY PRODUCER.—The term ‘dairy
producer’ means an individual or entity that
directly or indirectly (as determined by the
Secretary)—

‘“(A) shares in the risk of producing milk;
and

‘(B) makes contributions (including land,
labor, management, equipment, or capital)
to the dairy operation of the individual or
entity that are at least commensurate with
the share of the individual or entity of the
proceeds of the operation.

‘(6) MARGIN INSURANCE PROGRAM.—The
term ‘margin insurance program’ means the
dairy producer margin insurance program re-
quired by this section.

““(7) PARTICIPATING DAIRY PRODUCER.—The
term ‘participating dairy producer’ means a
dairy producer that registers under sub-
section (d)(2) to participate in the margin in-
surance program.

‘“(8) PRODUCTION HISTORY.—The term ‘pro-
duction history’ means the quantity of an-
nual milk marketings determined for a dairy
producer under subsection (e)(1).

‘“(9) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United
States’, in a geographical sense, means the
50 States.
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‘“(b) CALCULATION OF AVERAGE FEED COST
AND ACTUAL DAIRY PRODUCER MARGINS.—

‘(1) CALCULATION OF AVERAGE FEED COST.—
The Secretary shall calculate the national
average feed cost for each month using the
following data:

‘“(A) The price of corn for a month shall be
the price received during that month by ag-
ricultural producers in the United States for
corn, as reported in the monthly Agriculture
Prices report by the Secretary.

‘“(B) The price of soybean meal for a month
shall be the central Illinois price for soybean
meal, as reported in the Market News—
Monthly Soybean Meal Price Report by the
Secretary.

‘“(C) The price of alfalfa hay for a month
shall be the price received during that month
by agricultural producers in the United
States for alfalfa hay, as reported in the
monthly Agriculture Prices report by the
Secretary.

‘“(2) CALCULATION OF ACTUAL DAIRY PRO-
DUCER MARGINS.—The Secretary shall cal-
culate the actual dairy producer margin for
each consecutive 2-month period by sub-
tracting—

““(A) the average feed cost for that con-
secutive 2-month period, determined in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1); from

“(B) the all-milk price for that consecutive
2-month period.

“(c) ESTABLISHMENT OF DAIRY PRODUCER
MARGIN INSURANCE PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary shall establish and administer a dairy
producer margin insurance program for the
purpose of protecting dairy producer income
by paying participating dairy producers mar-
gin insurance payments when actual dairy
producer margins are less than the threshold
levels for the payments.

‘(d) ELIGIBILITY AND REGISTRATION OF
DAIRY PRODUCERS FOR MARGIN INSURANCE
PROGRAM.—

‘(1) ELIGIBILITY.—AIll dairy producers in
the United States shall be eligible to partici-
pate in the margin insurance program.

““(2) REGISTRATION PROCESS.—

““(A) REGISTRATION.—

‘“(i) ANNUAL REGISTRATION.—On an annual
basis, the Secretary shall register all inter-
ested dairy producers in the margin insur-
ance program.

‘(i) MANNER AND FORM.—The Secretary
shall specify the manner and form by which
a dairy producer shall register for the mar-
gin insurance program.

“(B) TREATMENT OF MULTI-PRODUCER OPER-
ATIONS.—If a dairy operation consists of
more than 1 dairy producer, all of the dairy
producers of the operation shall be treated as
a single dairy producer for purposes of—

‘(1) purchasing margin insurance; and

‘(ii) payment of producer premiums under
subsection (f)(4).

¢(C) TREATMENT OF PRODUCERS WITH MUL-
TIPLE DAIRY OPERATIONS.—If a dairy producer
operates 2 or more dairy operations, each
dairy operation of the producer shall require
a separate registration to participate and
purchase margin insurance.

“(3) TIME FOR REGISTRATION.—

“(A) EXISTING DAIRY PRODUCERS.—During
the 1-year period beginning on the date of
enactment of this section, and annually
thereafter, a dairy producer that is actively
engaged in a dairy operation as of that date
may register with the Secretary to partici-
pate in the margin insurance program.

‘“(B) NEW ENTRANTS.—A dairy producer
that has no existing interest in a dairy oper-
ation as of the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, but that, after that date, establishes a
new dairy operation, may register with the
Secretary during the 180-day period begin-
ning on the date on which the dairy oper-
ation first markets milk commercially to
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participate in the margin insurance pro-
gram.

““(4) RETROACTIVITY.—

““(A) NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF RETRO-
ACTIVE PROTECTION.—Not later than 30 days
after the effective date of this section, the
Secretary shall publish a notice in the Fed-
eral Register to inform dairy producers of
the availability of retroactive margin insur-
ance, subject to the condition that inter-
ested producers must file a notice of intent
(in such form and manner as the Secretary
specifies in the Federal Register notice) to
participate in the margin insurance pro-
gram.

‘(B) RETROACTIVE MARGIN INSURANCE.—

‘(i) AVAILABILITY.—If a dairy producer
files a notice of intent under subparagraph
(A) to participate in the margin insurance
program before the initiation of the sign-up
period for the margin insurance program and
subsequently signs up for the margin insur-
ance program, the producer shall receive
margin insurance retroactive to the effective
date of this section.

‘‘(ii) DURATION.—Retroactive margin insur-
ance under this paragraph for a dairy pro-
ducer shall apply from the effective date of
this section until the date on which the pro-
ducer signs up for the margin insurance pro-
gram.

‘(C) NOTICE OF INTENT AND OBLIGATION TO
PARTICIPATE.—In no way does filing a notice
of intent under this paragraph obligate a
dairy producer to sign up for the margin in-
surance program once the program rules are
final, but if a producer does file a notice of
intent and subsequently signs up for the
margin insurance program, that dairy pro-
ducer is obligated to pay premiums for any
retroactive margin insurance selected in the
notice of intent.

() RECONSTITUTION.—The Secretary shall
ensure that a dairy producer does not recon-
stitute a dairy operation for the sole purpose
of purchasing margin insurance.

‘‘(e) PRODUCTION HISTORY OF PARTICIPATING
DAIRY PRODUCERS.—

‘(1) DETERMINATION OF PRODUCTION HIS-
TORY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
termine the production history of the dairy
operation of each participating dairy pro-
ducer in the margin insurance program.

‘(B) CALCULATION.—Except as provided in
subparagraphs (C) and (D), the production
history of a participating dairy producer
shall be equal to the highest annual milk
marketings of the dairy producer during any
1 of the 3 calendar years immediately pre-
ceding the registration of the dairy producer
for participation in the margin insurance
program.

¢(C) UPDATING PRODUCTION HISTORY.—SO
long as a participating producer remains reg-
istered, the production history of the partici-
pating producer shall be annually updated
based on the highest annual milk mar-
ketings of the dairy producer during any one
of the 3 immediately preceding calendar
years.

‘(D) NEW PRODUCERS.—If a dairy producer
has been in operation for less than 1 year,
the Secretary shall determine the initial
production history of the dairy producer
under subparagraph (B) by extrapolating the
actual milk marketings for the months that
the dairy producer has been in operation to
a yearly amount.

‘(2) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—A partici-
pating dairy producer shall provide all infor-
mation that the Secretary may require in
order to establish the production history of
the dairy operation of the dairy producer.

¢“(3) TRANSFER OF PRODUCTION HISTORY.—

‘‘(A) TRANSFER BY SALE.—
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‘(i) REQUEST FOR TRANSFER.—If an existing
dairy producer sells an entire dairy oper-
ation to another party, the seller and pur-
chaser may jointly request that the Sec-
retary transfer to the purchaser the interest
of the seller in the production history of the
dairy operation.

‘(ii) TRANSFER.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that the seller has sold the entire
dairy operation to the purchaser, the Sec-
retary shall approve the transfer and, there-
after, the seller shall have no interest in the
production history of the sold dairy oper-
ation.

“(B) TRANSFER BY LEASE.—

‘(i) REQUEST FOR TRANSFER.—If an existing
dairy producer leases an entire dairy oper-
ation to another party, the lessor and lessee
may jointly request that the Secretary
transfer to the lessee for the duration of the
term of the lease the interest of the lessor in
the production history of the dairy oper-
ation.

‘‘(ii) TRANSFER.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that the lessor has leased the entire
dairy operation to the lessee, the Secretary
shall approve the transfer and, thereafter,
the lessor shall have no interest for the dura-
tion of the term of the lease in the produc-
tion history of the leased dairy operation.

‘(C) COVERAGE LEVEL.—A purchaser or les-
see to whom the Secretary transfers a pro-
duction history under this paragraph may
not obtain a different level of margin insur-
ance coverage held by the seller or lessor
from whom the transfer was obtained.

‘(D) NEW ENTRANTS.—The Secretary may
not transfer the production history deter-
mined for a dairy producer described in sub-
section (d)(3)(B) to another person.

‘“(4) MOVEMENT AND TRANSFER OF PRODUC-
TION HISTORY.—

“(A) MOVEMENT AND TRANSFER AUTHOR-
IZED.—Subject to subparagraph (B), if a dairy
producer moves from 1 location to another
location, the dairy producer may maintain
the production history associated with the
operation.

“(B) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—A dairy
producer shall notify the Secretary of any
move of a dairy operation under subpara-
graph (A).

¢(C) SUBSEQUENT OCCUPATION OF VACATED
LOCATION.—A party subsequently occupying
a dairy operation location vacated as de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall have no in-
terest in the production history previously
associated with the operation at that loca-
tion.

““(f) MARGIN INSURANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the time of the reg-
istration of a dairy producer in the margin
insurance program under subsection (d) and
annually thereafter during the duration of
the margin insurance program, an eligible
dairy producer may purchase margin insur-
ance.

¢“(2) SELECTION OF PAYMENT THRESHOLD.—A
participating dairy producer purchasing
margin insurance shall elect a coverage level
in any increment of $0.50, with a minimum of
$4.00 and a maximum of $8.00.

¢“(3) SELECTION OF COVERAGE PERCENTAGE.—
A participating dairy producer purchasing
margin insurance shall elect a percentage of
coverage, equal to not more than 80 percent
nor less than 25 percent, of the production
history of the dairy operation of the partici-
pating dairy producer.

‘‘(4) PRODUCER PREMIUMS.—

‘‘(A) PREMIUMS REQUIRED.—A participating
dairy producer that purchases margin insur-
ance shall pay an annual premium equal to
the product obtained by multiplying—

‘(i) the percentage selected by the dairy
producer under paragraph (3);

‘‘(ii) the production history applicable to
the dairy producer; and
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‘‘(iii) the premium per hundredweight of
milk, as specified in the applicable table
under subparagraph (B) or (C).

‘“(B) PREMIUM PER HUNDREDWEIGHT FOR
FIRST 4 MILLION POUNDS OF PRODUCTION.—For
the first 4,000,000 pounds of milk marketings
included in the annual production history of
a participating dairy operation, the premium
per hundredweight corresponding to each
coverage level specified in the following
table is as follows:

“Coverage Level Premium per Cwt.

$4.00 $0.00
$4.50 $0.01
$5.00 $0.02
$5.50 $0.035
$6.00 $0.045
$6.50 $0.09
$7.00 $0.18
$7.50 $0.60
$8.00 $0.95

“(C) PREMIUM PER HUNDREDWEIGHT FOR
PRODUCTION IN EXCESS OF 4 MILLION POUNDS.—
For milk marketings in excess of 4,000,000
pounds included in the annual production
history of a participating dairy operation,
the premium per hundredweight cor-
responding to each coverage level is as fol-
lows:

“Coverage Level Premium per Cwt.

$4.00 $0.030
$4.50 $0.045
$5.00 $0.066
$5.50 $0.11
$6.00 $0.185
$6.50 $0.29
$7.00 $0.38
$7.50 $0.83
$8.00 $1.06

‘(D) TIME FOR PAYMENT.—

‘(i) FIRST YEAR.—As soon as practicable
after a dairy producer registers to partici-
pate in the margin insurance program and
purchases margin insurance, the dairy pro-
ducer shall pay the premium determined
under subparagraph (A) for the dairy pro-
ducer for the first calendar year of the mar-
gin insurance.

‘‘(ii) SUBSEQUENT YEARS.—

‘“(I) IN GENERAL.—When the dairy producer
first purchases margin insurance, the dairy
producer shall also elect the method by
which the dairy producer will pay premiums
under this subsection for subsequent years in
accordance with 1 of the schedules described
in subclauses (II) and (III).

‘“(II) SINGLE ANNUAL PAYMENT.—The par-
ticipating dairy producer may elect to pay
100 percent of the annual premium deter-
mined under subparagraph (A) for the dairy
producer for a calendar year by not later
than January 15 of the calendar year.

‘“(III) SEMI-ANNUAL PAYMENTS.—The par-
ticipating dairy producer may elect to pay—

‘‘(aa) 50 percent of the annual premium de-
termined under subparagraph (A) for the
dairy producer for a calendar year by not
later than January 15 of the calendar year;
and

‘“(bb) the remaining 50 percent of the pre-
mium by not later than June 15 of the cal-
endar year.

¢“(5) PRODUCER PREMIUM OBLIGATIONS.—

““(A) PRO-RATION OF FIRST YEAR PREMIUM.—
A participating dairy producer that pur-
chases margin insurance after initial reg-
istration in the margin insurance program
shall pay a pro-rated premium for the first
calendar year based on the date on which the
producer purchases the coverage.
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‘“(B) SUBSEQUENT PREMIUMS.—Except as
provided in subparagraph (A), the annual
premium for a participating dairy producer
shall be determined under paragraph (4) for
each year in which the margin insurance
program is in effect.

¢“(C) LEGAL OBLIGATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clauses (ii) and (iii), a participating dairy
producer that purchases margin insurance
shall be legally obligated to pay the applica-
ble premiums for the entire period of the
margin insurance program (as provided in
the payment schedule elected under para-
graph (4)(B)), and may not opt out of the
margin insurance program.

‘“(ii) DEATH.—If the dairy producer dies,
the estate of the deceased may cancel the
margin insurance and shall not be respon-
sible for any further premium payments.

‘‘(iii) RETIREMENT.—If the dairy producer
retires, the producer may request that Sec-
retary cancel the margin insurance if the
producer has terminated the dairy operation
entirely and certifies under oath that the
producer will not be actively engaged in any
dairy operation for at least the next 7 years.

‘(6) PAYMENT THRESHOLD.—A participating
dairy producer with margin insurance shall
receive a margin insurance payment when-
ever the average actual dairy producer mar-
gin for a consecutive 2-month period is less
than the coverage level threshold selected by
the dairy producer under paragraph (2).

*“(7) MARGIN INSURANCE PAYMENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
make a margin insurance protection pay-
ment to each participating dairy producer
whenever the average actual dairy producer
margin for a consecutive 2-month period is
less than the coverage level threshold se-
lected by the dairy producer under paragraph
(2).

‘(B) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT.—The margin in-
surance payment for the dairy operation of a
participating dairy producer shall be deter-
mined as follows:

‘(i) The Secretary shall calculate the dif-
ference between—

““(I) the coverage level threshold selected
by the dairy producer under paragraph (2);
and

‘““(IT) the average actual dairy producer
margin for the consecutive 2-month period.

‘‘(ii) The amount determined under clause
(i) shall be multiplied by—

‘() the percentage selected by the dairy
producer under paragraph (3); and

‘“(IT) the lesser of—

‘‘(aa) the quotient obtained by dividing—

‘““(AA) the production history applicable to
the producer under subsection (e)(1); by

‘(BB) 6; and

““(bb) the actual quantity of milk marketed
by the dairy operation of the dairy producer
during the consecutive 2-month period.

‘(g) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO PAY PRE-
MIUMS.—

‘(1) LOSS OF BENEFITS.—A participating
dairy producer that is in arrears on premium
payments for margin insurance—

‘“(A) remains legally obligated to pay the
premiums; and

‘“(B) may not receive margin insurance
until the premiums are fully paid.

‘‘(2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may
take such action as is necessary to collect
premium payments for margin insurance.

“(h) USE OF COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORA-
TION.—The Secretary shall use the funds, fa-
cilities, and the authorities of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to carry out this
section.

‘(i) PROGRAM START DATE.—The Secretary
shall conduct the margin insurance program
beginning on October 1, 2013.”.
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SEC. 1402. RULEMAKING.

(a) PROCEDURE.—The promulgation of regu-
lations for the initiation of the margin in-
surance program, and for administration of
the margin insurance program, shall be
made—

(1) without regard to chapter 35 of title 44,
United States Code (commonly known as the
Paperwork Reduction Act);

(2) without regard to the Statement of Pol-
icy of the Secretary of Agriculture effective
July 24, 1971 (36 Fed. Reg. 13804), relating to
notices of proposed rulemaking and public
participation in rulemaking; and

(3) subject to subsection (b), pursuant to
section 553 of title 5, United States Code.

(b) SPECIAL RULEMAKING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) INTERIM RULES AUTHORIZED.—With re-
spect to the margin insurance program, the
Secretary may promulgate interim rules
under the authority provided in subpara-
graph (B) of section 553(b) of title 5, United
States Code, if the Secretary determines
such interim rules to be needed. Any such in-
terim rules for the margin insurance pro-
gram shall be effective on publication.

(2) FINAL RULES.—With respect to the mar-
gin insurance program, the Secretary shall
promulgate final rules, with an opportunity
for public notice and comment, no later than
21 months after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(¢) INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL ORDER.—Sec-
tion 143(a)(2) of the Federal Agriculture Im-
provement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C.
7253(a)(2)) is amended by adding at the end
the following new sentence: ‘‘Subsection
(b)(2) does not apply to the authority of the
Secretary under this subsection.”’.

PART II—REPEAL OR REAUTHORIZATION
OF OTHER DAIRY-RELATED PROVISIONS

SEC. 1411. REPEAL OF DAIRY PRODUCT PRICE
SUPPORT AND MILK INCOME LOSS
CONTRACT PROGRAMS.

(a) REPEAL OF DAIRY PRODUCT PRICE SUP-
PORT PROGRAM.—Section 1501 of the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7
U.S.C. 8771) is repealed.

(b) REPEAL OF MILK INCOME LOSS CONTRACT
PROGRAM.—Section 1506 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C.
8773) is repealed.

SEC. 1412. REPEAL OF DAIRY EXPORT INCENTIVE
PROGRAM.

(a) REPEAL.—Section 1563 of the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 (15 U.S.C. 713a-14) is repealed.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
902(2) of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Ex-
port Enhancement Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7201(2)) is amended—

(1) by striking subparagraph (D); and

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (E) and
(F) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively.

SEC. 1413. EXTENSION OF DAIRY FORWARD PRIC-
ING PROGRAM.

Section 1502(e) of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8772(e)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘2012’ and
inserting ‘‘2018°’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘2015 and
inserting ‘2021,

SEC. 1414. EXTENSION
PROGRAM.

Section 3 of Public Law 90484 (7 U.S.C.
4501) is amended by striking 2012’ and in-
serting ‘<2018,

SEC. 1415. EXTENSION OF DAIRY PROMOTION
AND RESEARCH PROGRAM.

Section 113(e)(2) of the Dairy Production
Stabilization Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 4504(e)(2))
is amended by striking ‘2012 and inserting
2018,

OF DAIRY INDEMNITY
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SEC. 1416. REPEAL OF FEDERAL MILK MAR-

KETING ORDER REVIEW COMMIS-
SION.

Section 1509 of the Food, Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246; 122
Stat. 1726) is repealed.

PART III—EFFECTIVE DATE
SEC. 1421. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This subtitle and the amendments made by
this subtitle shall take effect on October 1,
2013.

Subtitle E—Supplemental Agricultural
Disaster Assistance Programs
SEC. 1501. SUPPLEMENTAL AGRICULTURAL DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE PRODUCER ON A FARM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible pro-
ducer on a farm’ means an individual or en-
tity described in subparagraph (B) that, as
determined by the Secretary, assumes the
production and market risks associated with
the agricultural production of crops or live-
stock.

(B) DESCRIPTION.—An individual or entity
referred to in subparagraph (A) is—

(i) a citizen of the United States;

(ii) a resident alien;

(iii) a partnership of citizens of the United
States; or

(iv) a corporation, limited liability cor-
poration, or other farm organizational struc-
ture organized under State law.

(2) FARM-RAISED FISH.—The term ‘‘farm-
raised fish” means any aquatic species that
is propagated and reared in a controlled en-
vironment.

(3) LIVESTOCK.—The term ‘‘livestock” in-
cludes—

(A) cattle (including dairy cattle);

(B) bison;

(C) poultry;

(D) sheep;

(E) swine;

(F) horses; and

(G) other livestock, as determined by the
Secretary.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(b) LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PAYMENTS.—

(1) PAYMENTS.—For fiscal year 2012 and
each succeeding fiscal year, the Secretary
shall use such sums as are necessary of the
funds of the Commodity Credit Corporation
to make livestock indemnity payments to el-
igible producers on farms that have incurred
livestock death losses in excess of the nor-
mal mortality, as determined by the Sec-
retary, due to—

(A) attacks by animals reintroduced into
the wild by the Federal Government or pro-
tected by Federal law, including wolves and
avian predators; or

(B) adverse weather, as determined by the
Secretary, during the calendar year, includ-
ing losses due to hurricanes, floods, bliz-
zards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat, and
extreme cold.

(2) PAYMENT RATES.—Indemnity payments
to an eligible producer on a farm under para-
graph (1) shall be made at a rate of 75 per-
cent of the market value of the applicable
livestock on the day before the date of death
of the livestock, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR PAYMENTS MADE DUE
TO DISEASE.—The Secretary shall ensure that
payments made to an eligible producer under
paragraph (1) are not made for the same live-
stock losses for which compensation is pro-
vided pursuant to section 10407(d) of the Ani-
mal Health Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8306(d)).

(¢) LIVESTOCK FORAGE DISASTER PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) COVERED LIVESTOCK.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), the term ‘‘covered livestock”

H4407

means livestock of an eligible livestock pro-
ducer that, during the 60 days prior to the
beginning date of a qualifying drought or fire
condition, as determined by the Secretary,
the eligible livestock producer—

(I) owned;

(IT) leased;

(IIT) purchased;

(IV) entered into a contract to purchase;

(V) is a contract grower; or

(VI) sold or otherwise disposed of due to
qualifying drought conditions during—

(aa) the current production year; or

(bb) subject to paragraph (3)(B)(ii), 1 or
both of the 2 production years immediately
preceding the current production year.

(ii) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘covered live-
stock” does not include livestock that were
or would have been in a feedlot, on the begin-
ning date of the qualifying drought or fire
condition, as a part of the normal business
operation of the eligible livestock producer,
as determined by the Secretary.

(B) DROUGHT MONITOR.—The term ‘‘drought
monitor” means a system for classifying
drought severity according to a range of ab-
normally dry to exceptional drought, as de-
fined by the Secretary.

(C) ELIGIBLE LIVESTOCK PRODUCER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible live-
stock producer’” means an eligible producer
on a farm that—

(I) is an owner, cash or share lessee, or con-
tract grower of covered livestock that pro-
vides the pastureland or grazing land, includ-
ing cash-leased pastureland or grazing land,
for the livestock;

(IT) provides the pastureland or grazing
land for covered livestock, including cash-
leased pastureland or grazing land that is
physically located in a county affected by
drought;

(III) certifies grazing loss; and

(IV) meets all other eligibility require-
ments established under this subsection.

(ii) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘eligible live-
stock producer’ does not include an owner,
cash or share lessee, or contract grower of
livestock that rents or leases pastureland or
grazing land owned by another person on a
rate-of-gain basis.

(D) NORMAL CARRYING CAPACITY.—The term
“normal carrying capacity’’, with respect to
each type of grazing land or pastureland in a
county, means the normal carrying capacity,
as determined under paragraph (3)(D)(i), that
would be expected from the grazing land or
pastureland for livestock during the normal
grazing period, in the absence of a drought or
fire that diminishes the production of the
grazing land or pastureland.

(E) NORMAL GRAZING PERIOD.—The term
“normal grazing period’, with respect to a
county, means the normal grazing period
during the calendar year for the county, as
determined under paragraph (3)(D)(1).

(2) PROGRAM.—For fiscal year 2012 and each
succeeding fiscal year, the Secretary shall
use such sums as are necessary of the funds
of the Commodity Credit Corporation to pro-
vide compensation for losses to eligible live-
stock producers due to grazing losses for cov-
ered livestock due to—

(A) a drought condition, as described in
paragraph (3); or

(B) fire, as described in paragraph (4).

(3) ASSISTANCE FOR LOSSES DUE TO DROUGHT
CONDITIONS.—

(A) ELIGIBLE LOSSES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible livestock pro-
ducer may receive assistance under this sub-
section only for grazing losses for covered
livestock that occur on land that—

(I) is native or improved pastureland with
permanent vegetative cover; or

(IT) is planted to a crop planted specifically
for the purpose of providing grazing for cov-
ered livestock.
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(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—An eligible livestock pro-
ducer may not receive assistance under this
subsection for grazing losses that occur on
land used for haying or grazing under the
conservation reserve program established
under subchapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D
of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3831 et seq.).

(B) MONTHLY PAYMENT RATE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), the payment rate for assistance
under this paragraph for 1 month shall, in
the case of drought, be equal to 60 percent of
the lesser of—

(I) the monthly feed cost for all covered
livestock owned or leased by the eligible
livestock producer, as determined under sub-
paragraph (C); or

(IT) the monthly feed cost calculated by
using the normal carrying capacity of the el-
igible grazing land of the eligible livestock
producer.

(ii) PARTIAL COMPENSATION.—In the case of
an eligible livestock producer that sold or
otherwise disposed of covered livestock due
to drought conditions in 1 or both of the 2
production years immediately preceding the
current production year, as determined by
the Secretary, the payment rate shall be 80
percent of the payment rate otherwise cal-
culated in accordance with clause (i).

(C) MONTHLY FEED COST.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The monthly feed cost
shall equal the product obtained by multi-
plying—

(I) 30 days;

(IT) a payment quantity that is equal to
the feed grain equivalent, as determined
under clause (ii); and

(ITI) a payment rate that is equal to the
corn price per pound, as determined under
clause (iii).

(ii) FEED GRAIN EQUIVALENT.—For purposes
of clause (i)(II), the feed grain equivalent
shall equal—

(I) in the case of an adult beef cow, 15.7
pounds of corn per day; or

(IT) in the case of any other type of weight
of livestock, an amount determined by the
Secretary that represents the average num-
ber of pounds of corn per day necessary to
feed the livestock.

(iii) CORN PRICE PER POUND.—For purposes
of clause (i)(III), the corn price per pound
shall equal the quotient obtained by divid-
ing—

(I) the higher of—

(aa) the national average corn price per
bushel for the 12-month period immediately
preceding March 1 of the year for which the
disaster assistance is calculated; or

(bb) the national average corn price per
bushel for the 24-month period immediately
preceding that March 1; by

(IT) 56.

(D) NORMAL GRAZING PERIOD AND DROUGHT
MONITOR INTENSITY.—

(i) FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE DETERMINA-
TIONS.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine the normal carrying capacity and nor-
mal grazing period for each type of grazing
land or pastureland in the county served by
the applicable committee.

(IT) CHANGES.—No change to the normal
carrying capacity or normal grazing period
established for a county under subclause (I)
shall be made unless the change is requested
by the appropriate State and county Farm
Service Agency committees.

(ii) DROUGHT INTENSITY.—

(I) D2.—An eligible livestock producer that
owns or leases grazing land or pastureland
that is physically located in a county that is
rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having
a D2 (severe drought) intensity in any area
of the county for at least 8 consecutive
weeks during the normal grazing period for
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the county, as determined by the Secretary,
shall be eligible to receive assistance under
this paragraph in an amount equal to 1
monthly payment using the monthly pay-
ment rate determined under subparagraph
(B).

(IT) D3.—An eligible livestock producer
that owns or leases grazing land or
pastureland that is physically located in a
county that is rated by the U.S. Drought
Monitor as having at least a D3 (extreme
drought) intensity in any area of the county
at any time during the normal grazing pe-
riod for the county, as determined by the
Secretary, shall be eligible to receive assist-
ance under this paragraph—

(aa) in an amount equal to 3 monthly pay-
ments using the monthly payment rate de-
termined under subparagraph (B);

(bb) if the county is rated as having a D3
(extreme drought) intensity in any area of
the county for at least 4 weeks during the
normal grazing period for the county, or is
rated as having a D4 (exceptional drought)
intensity in any area of the county at any
time during the normal grazing period, in an
amount equal to 4 monthly payments using
the monthly payment rate determined under
subparagraph (B); or

(cc) if the county is rated as having a D4
(exceptional drought) intensity in any area
of the county for at least 4 weeks during the
normal grazing period, in an amount equal
to 5 monthly payments using the monthly
rate determined under subparagraph (B).

(4) ASSISTANCE FOR LOSSES DUE TO FIRE ON
PUBLIC MANAGED LAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible livestock pro-
ducer may receive assistance under this
paragraph only if—

(i) the grazing losses occur on rangeland
that is managed by a Federal agency; and

(ii) the eligible livestock producer is pro-
hibited by the Federal agency from grazing
the normal permitted livestock on the man-
aged rangeland due to a fire.

(B) PAYMENT RATE.—The payment rate for
assistance under this paragraph shall be
equal to 50 percent of the monthly feed cost
for the total number of livestock covered by
the Federal lease of the eligible livestock
producer, as determined under paragraph
(3)(0).

(C) PAYMENT DURATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), an
eligible livestock producer shall be eligible
to receive assistance under this paragraph
for the period—

(I) beginning on the date on which the Fed-
eral agency excludes the eligible livestock
producer from using the managed rangeland
for grazing; and

(IT) ending on the last day of the Federal
lease of the eligible livestock producer.

(ii) LIMITATION.—An eligible livestock pro-
ducer may only receive assistance under this
paragraph for losses that occur on not more
than 180 days per year.

(5) NO DUPLICATIVE PAYMENTS.—An eligible
livestock producer may elect to receive as-
sistance for grazing or pasture feed losses
due to drought conditions under paragraph
(3) or fire under paragraph (4), but not both
for the same loss, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(d) EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR LIVESTOCK,
HONEY BEES, AND FARM-RAISED FISH.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year 2012 and
each succeeding fiscal year, the Secretary
shall use not more than $20,000,000 of the
funds of the Commodity Credit Corporation
to provide emergency relief to eligible pro-
ducers of livestock, honey bees, and farm-
raised fish to aid in the reduction of losses
due to disease (including cattle tick fever),
adverse weather, or other conditions, such as
blizzards and wildfires, as determined by the
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Secretary, that are not covered under sub-
section (b) or (c).

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds made available
under this subsection shall be used to reduce
losses caused by feed or water shortages, dis-
ease, or other factors as determined by the
Secretary.

(3) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Any funds
made available under this subsection shall
remain available until expended.

(e) TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) ELIGIBLE ORCHARDIST.—The term ‘‘eli-
gible orchardist’”” means a person that pro-
duces annual crops from trees for commer-
cial purposes.

(B) NATURAL DISASTER.—The term ‘‘natural
disaster’” means plant disease, insect infesta-
tion, drought, fire, freeze, flood, earthquake,
lightning, or other occurrence, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(C) NURSERY TREE GROWER.—The term
“‘nursery tree grower’’ means a person who
produces nursery, ornamental, fruit, nut, or
Christmas trees for commercial sale, as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(D) TREE.—The term ‘‘tree”
tree, bush, and vine.

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—

(A) Loss.—Subject to subparagraph (B), for
fiscal year 2012 and each succeeding fiscal
year, the Secretary shall use such sums as
are necessary of the funds of the Commodity
Credit Corporation to provide assistance—

(i) under paragraph (3) to eligible orchard-
ists and nursery tree growers that planted
trees for commercial purposes but lost the
trees as a result of a natural disaster, as de-
termined by the Secretary; and

(ii) under paragraph (3)(B) to eligible or-
chardists and nursery tree growers that have
a production history for commercial pur-
poses on planted or existing trees but lost
the trees as a result of a natural disaster, as
determined by the Secretary.

(B) LIMITATION.—An eligible orchardist or
nursery tree grower shall qualify for assist-
ance under subparagraph (A) only if the tree
mortality of the eligible orchardist or nurs-
ery tree grower, as a result of damaging
weather or related condition, exceeds 15 per-
cent (adjusted for normal mortality).

(3) ASSISTANCE.—Subject to paragraph (4),
the assistance provided by the Secretary to
eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers
for losses described in paragraph (2) shall
consist of—

(A)({) reimbursement of 65 percent of the
cost of replanting trees lost due to a natural
disaster, as determined by the Secretary, in
excess of 15 percent mortality (adjusted for
normal mortality); or

(ii) at the option of the Secretary, suffi-
cient seedlings to reestablish a stand; and

(B) reimbursement of 50 percent of the cost
of pruning, removal, and other costs incurred
by an eligible orchardist or nursery tree
grower to salvage existing trees or, in the
case of tree mortality, to prepare the land to
replant trees as a result of damage or tree
mortality due to a natural disaster, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, in excess of 15 per-
cent damage or mortality (adjusted for nor-
mal tree damage and mortality).

(4) LIMITATIONS ON ASSISTANCE.—

(A) DEFINITIONS OF LEGAL ENTITY AND PER-
SON.—In this paragraph, the terms ‘‘legal en-
tity” and ‘“‘person’ have the meaning given
those terms in section 1001(a) of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308(a)).

(B) AMOUNT.—The total amount of pay-
ments received, directly or indirectly, by a
person or legal entity (excluding a joint ven-
ture or general partnership) under this sub-
section may not exceed $125,000 for any crop
year, or an equivalent value in tree seed-
lings.

includes a
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(C) AcCrRES.—The total quantity of acres
planted to trees or tree seedlings for which a
person or legal entity shall be entitled to re-
ceive payments under this subsection may
not exceed 500 acres.

(f) PAYMENT LIMITATIONS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS OF LEGAL ENTITY AND PER-
SON.—In this subsection, the terms ‘‘legal en-
tity”’ and ‘‘person’ have the meaning given
those terms in section 1001(a) of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308(a)).

(2) AMOUNT.—The total amount of disaster
assistance payments received, directly or in-
directly, by a person or legal entity (exclud-
ing a joint venture or general partnership)
under this section (excluding payments re-
ceived under subsection (e)) may not exceed
$125,000 for any crop year.

(3) DIRECT ATTRIBUTION.—Subsections (e)
and (f) of section 1001 of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) or any successor
provisions relating to direct attribution
shall apply with respect to assistance pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 1502. NATIONAL DROUGHT COUNCIL AND
NATIONAL DROUGHT POLICY AC-
TION PLAN.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CouNciL.—The term ‘‘Council”’ means
the National Drought Council established by
this section.

(2) DROUGHT.—The term ‘‘drought’” means
a natural disaster that is caused by a defi-
ciency in precipitation—

(A) that may lead to a deficiency in surface
and subsurface water supplies (including riv-
ers, streams, wetlands, ground water, soil
moisture, reservoir supplies, lake levels, and
snow pack); and

(B) that causes or may cause—

(i) substantial economic or social impacts;
or

(ii) physical damage or injury to individ-
uals, property, or the environment.

(3) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450Db).

(4) MEMBER.—The term ‘‘member’’, with re-
spect to the National Drought Council,
means a member of the Council specified or
appointed under this section or, in the ab-
sence of the member, the member’s designee.

(5) MITIGATION.—The term ‘‘mitigation”
means a short- or long-term action, program,
or policy that is implemented in advance of
or during a drought to minimize any risks
and impacts of drought.

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(7) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means the
several States, the District of Columbia,
American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the United
States Virgin Islands.

(8) TRIGGER.—The term ‘‘trigger’” means
the thresholds or criteria that must be satis-
fied before mitigation or emergency assist-
ance may be provided to an area—

(A) in which drought is emerging; or

(B) that is experiencing a drought.

(9) WATERSHED.—The term ‘‘watershed”
means a region or area with common hydrol-
ogy, an area drained by a waterway that
drains into a lake or reservoir, the total area
above a given point on a stream that con-
tributes water to the flow at that point, or
the topographic dividing line from which
surface streams flow in two different direc-
tions. In no case shall a watershed be larger
than a river basin.

(10) WATERSHED GROUP.—The term ‘‘water-
shed group’” means a group of individuals,
formally recognized by the appropriate State
or States, who represent the broad scope of
relevant interests within a watershed and
who work together in a collaborative manner
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to jointly plan the management of the nat-
ural resources contained within the water-
shed.

(b) EFFECT OF SECTION.—This section does
not affect—

(1) the authority of a State to allocate
quantities of water under the jurisdiction of
the State; or

(2) any State water rights established as of
the date of enactment of this Act.

(¢) NATIONAL DROUGHT COUNCIL.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Office of the Secretary of Agriculture
a council to be known as the ‘‘National
Drought Council”.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) COMPOSITION.—The Council shall be
composed of—

(i) the Secretary (or the designee of the
Secretary);

(ii) the Secretary of Commerce (or the des-
ignee of the Secretary of Commerce);

(iii) the Secretary of the Army (or the des-
ignee of the Secretary of the Army);

(iv) the Secretary of the Interior (or the
designee of the Secretary of the Interior);

(v) the Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (or the designee of the
Director);

(vi) the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (or the designee
of the Administrator);

(vii) 4 members appointed by the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the National
Governors Association, each of whom shall
be the Governor of a State (or the designee
of the Governor) and who collectively shall
represent the geographic diversity of the Na-
tion;

(viii) 1 member appointed by the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the National As-
sociation of Counties;

(ix) 1 member appointed by the Secretary,
in coordination with the United States Con-
ference of Mayors;

(x) 1 member appointed by the Secretary of
the Interior, in coordination with Indian
tribes, to represent the interests of tribal
governments; and

(xi) 1 member appointed by the Secretary,
in coordination with the National Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts, to represent
local soil and water conservation districts.

(B) DATE OF APPOINTMENT.—The appoint-
ment of each member of the Council shall be
made not later than 120 days after the date
of enactment of this Act.

(3) TERM; VACANCIES.—

(A) TERM.—A non-Federal member of the
Council appointed under paragraph (2) shall
be appointed for a term of two years.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Coun-
cil—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Coun-
cil; and

(ii) shall be filled in the same manner as
the original appointment was made.

(C) TERMS OF MEMBERS FILLING VACAN-
CIES.—Any member appointed to fill a va-
cancy occurring before the expiration of the
term for which the member’s predecessor
was appointed shall be appointed only for the
remainder of that term.

(4) MEETINGS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall meet at
the call of the co-chairs.

(B) FREQUENCY.—The Council shall meet at
least semiannually.

(5) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of
the Council shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number may hold hearings or conduct
other business.

(6) COUNCIL LEADERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—There shall be a Federal
co-chair and non-Federal co-chair of the
Council.

(B) APPOINTMENT.—
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(i) FEDERAL CO-CHAIR.—The Secretary shall
be the Federal co-chair.

(i) NON-FEDERAL CO-CHAIR.—The non-Fed-
eral members of the Council shall elect, on a
biannual basis, a non-Federal co-chair of the
Council from among the members appointed
under paragraph (2).

(d) DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall—

(A) not later than one year after the date
of the first meeting of the Council, develop a
comprehensive National Drought Policy Ac-
tion Plan that—

(i)(I) delineates and integrates responsibil-
ities for activities relating to drought (in-
cluding drought preparedness, mitigation,
research, risk management, training, and
emergency relief) among Federal agencies;
and

(IT) ensures that those activities are co-
ordinated with the activities of the States,
local governments, Indian tribes, and neigh-
boring countries;

(ii) is consistent with—

(I) this Act and other applicable Federal
laws; and

(IT) the laws and policies of the States for
water management;

(iii) is integrated with drought manage-
ment programs of the States, Indian tribes,
local governments, watershed groups, and
private entities; and

(iv) avoids duplicating Federal, State, trib-
al, local, watershed, and private drought pre-
paredness and monitoring programs in exist-
ence on the date of enactment of this Act;

(B) evaluate Federal drought-related pro-
grams in existence on the date of enactment
of this Act and make recommendations to
Congress and the President on means of
eliminating—

(i) discrepancies between the goals of the
programs and actual service delivery;

(ii) duplication among programs; and

(iii) any other circumstances that interfere
with the effective operation of the programs;

(C) make recommendations to the Presi-
dent, Congress, and appropriate Federal
agencies on—

(i) the establishment of common inter-
agency triggers for authorizing Federal
drought mitigation programs; and

(ii) improving the consistency and fairness
of assistance among Federal drought relief
programs;

(D) encourage and facilitate the develop-
ment of drought preparedness plans under
subtitle C, including establishing the guide-
lines under this section;

(E) based on a review of drought prepared-
ness plans, develop and make available to
the public drought planning models to re-
duce water resource conflicts relating to
water conservation and droughts;

(F) develop and coordinate public aware-
ness activities to provide the public with ac-
cess to understandable and informative ma-
terials on drought, including—

(i) explanations of the causes of drought,
the impacts of drought, and the damages
from drought;

(ii) descriptions of the value and benefits
of land stewardship to reduce the impacts of
drought and to protect the environment;

(iii) clear instructions for appropriate re-
sponses to drought, including water con-
servation, water reuse, and detection and
elimination of water leaks;

(iv) information on State and local laws
applicable to drought; and

(v) opportunities for assistance to re-
source-dependent businesses and industries
in times of drought; and

(G) establish operating procedures for the
Council.

(2) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this
subsection, the Council shall consult with
groups affected by drought emergencies.
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(3) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(A) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the first meeting of the
Council, and annually thereafter, the Coun-
cil shall submit to Congress a report on the
activities carried out under this section.

(ii) INCLUSIONS.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The annual report shall
include a summary of drought preparedness
plans.

(IT) INITIAL REPORT.—The initial report
submitted under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude any recommendations of the Council.

(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than seven
yvears after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Council shall submit to Congress a
report that recommends—

(i) amendments to this section; and

(ii) whether the Council should continue.

(e) POWERS OF THE COUNCIL.—

(1) HEARINGS.—The Council may hold hear-
ings, meet and act at any time and place,
take any testimony and receive any evidence
that the Council considers advisable to carry
out this section.

(2) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Council may obtain
directly from any Federal agency any infor-
mation that the Council considers necessary
to carry out this section.

(B) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), on request of the Secretary or the
non-Federal co-chair of the Council, the head
of a Federal agency may provide information
to the Council.

(ii) LIMITATION.—The head of a Federal
agency shall not provide any information to
the Council that the Federal agency head de-
termines the disclosure of which may cause
harm to national security interests.

(3) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Council may use
the United States mail in the same manner
and under the same conditions as other agen-
cies of the Federal Government.

(4) GirTs.—The Council may accept, use,
and dispose of gifts or donations of services
or property.

(f) COUNCIL PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—

(A) NON-FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member
of the Council who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government shall serve
without compensation.

(B) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of the
Council who is an officer or employee of the
United States shall serve without compensa-
tion in addition to the compensation re-
ceived for services of the member as an offi-
cer or employee of the Federal Government.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Council shall be allowed travel expenses at
rates authorized for an employee of an agen-
cy under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, while away from the
home or regular place of business of the
member in the performance of the duties of
the Council.

(g) TERMINATION OF COUNCIL.—The Council
shall terminate at the end of the eighth fis-
cal year beginning on or after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

Subtitle F—Administration
SEC. 1601. ADMINISTRATION GENERALLY.

(a) USE OF COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORA-
TION.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall use
the funds, facilities, and authorities of the
Commodity Credit Corporation to carry out
this title.

(b) DETERMINATIONS BY SECRETARY.—A de-
termination made by the Secretary under
this title shall be final and conclusive.

(¢) REGULATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subsection, not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary and the Commodity Credit
Corporation, as appropriate, shall promul-
gate such regulations as are necessary to im-
plement this title and the amendments made
by this title.

(2) PROCEDURE.—The promulgation of the
regulations and administration of this title
and the amendments made by this title and
sections 10003 and 10016 of this Act shall be
made—

(A) pursuant to section 553 of title 5,
United States Code, including by interim
rules effective on publication under the au-
thority provided in subparagraph (B) of sub-
section (b) of such section if the Secretary
determines such interim rules to be needed
and final rules, with an opportunity for no-
tice and comment, no later than 21 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act;

(B) without regard to chapter 35 of title 44,
United States Code (commonly known as the
‘““Paperwork Reduction Act”); and

(C) without regard to the Statement of
Policy of the Secretary of Agriculture effec-
tive July 24, 1971 (36 Fed. Reg. 13804), relating
to notices of proposed rulemaking and public
participation in rulemaking.

(d) ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY RELATED TO
TRADE AGREEMENTS COMPLIANCE.—

(1) REQUIRED DETERMINATION; ADJUST-
MENT.—If the Secretary determines that ex-
penditures under this title that are subject
to the total allowable domestic support lev-
els under the Uruguay Round Agreements (as
defined in section 2 of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 3501)) will exceed
the allowable levels for any applicable re-
porting period, the Secretary shall, to the
maximum extent practicable, make adjust-
ments in the amount of the expenditures
during that period to ensure that the expend-
itures do not exceed the allowable levels.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Before
making any adjustment under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report
describing the determination made under
that paragraph and the extent of the adjust-
ment to be made.

SEC. 1602. REPEAL OF PERMANENT PRICE SUP-
PORT AUTHORITY.

(a) AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
1938.—

(1) REPEALS.—The following provisions of
the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 are
repealed:

(A) Parts II through V of subtitle B of title
IIT (7 U.S.C. 1326 et seq.).

(B) Subtitle D of title III (7 U.S.C. 1379a et
seq.).

(C) Title IV (7 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.).

(2) INAPPLICABILITY TO UPLAND COTTON.—
Section 377 of the Agricultural Adjustment
Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1377) is amended by
striking ‘‘was not fully planted’” and insert-
ing ‘“‘was not fully planted: Provided further,
That effective on the date of the enactment
of the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk
Management Act of 2013, this section shall
not apply to upland cotton”’.

(b) AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 1949.—The fol-
lowing provisions of the Agricultural Act of
1949 are repealed:

(1) Section 101 (7 U.S.C. 1441).

(2) Section 103(a) (7 U.S.C. 1444(a)).

(3) Section 105 (7 U.S.C. 1444Db).

(4) Section 107 (7 U.S.C. 1445a).

(5) Section 110 (7 U.S.C. 1445e).

(6) Section 112 (7 U.S.C. 1445g).

(7) Section 115 (7 U.S.C. 1445Kk).

(8) Section 201 (7 U.S.C. 1446).

(9) Title III (7 U.S.C. 1447 et seq.).

(10) Title IV (7 U.S.C. 1421 et seq.), other
than sections 404, 412, and 416 (7 U.S.C. 1424,
1429, and 1431).

(11) Title V (7 U.S.C. 1461 et seq.).
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(12) Title VI (7 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.).

(c) SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN QUOTA PROVI-
SIONS.—The joint resolution entitled ‘A
joint resolution relating to corn and wheat
marketing quotas under the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act of 1938, as amended’’, approved
May 26, 1941 (7 U.S.C. 1330, 1340), is repealed.
SEC. 1603. PAYMENT LIMITATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1001 of the Food
Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(3) and inserting the following:

¢“(3) LEGAL ENTITY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘legal entity’
means—

‘(i) an organization that (subject to the re-
quirements of this section and section 1001A)
is eligible to receive a payment under a pro-
vision of law referred to in subsection (b),
(c), or (d);

““(ii) a corporation, joint stock company,
association, limited partnership, limited 1i-
ability company, limited liability partner-
ship, charitable organization, estate, irrev-
ocable trust, grantor of a revocable trust, or
other similar entity (as determined by the
Secretary); and

¢‘(iii) an organization that is participating
in a farming operation as a partner in a gen-
eral partnership or as a participant in a joint
venture.

‘(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘legal entity’
does not include a general partnership or
joint venture.”’;

(2) by striking subsections (b) through (d)
and inserting the following:

““(b) LIMITATION ON PAYMENTS FOR COVERED
COMMODITIES AND PEANUTS.—The total
amount of payments received, directly or in-
directly, by a person or legal entity for any
crop year for 1 or more covered commodities
and peanuts under title I of the Federal Agri-
culture Reform and Risk Management Act of
2013 may not exceed $125,000, of which—

‘(1) not more than $75,000 may consist of
marketing loan gains and loan deficiency
payments under subtitle B of title I of the
Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Man-
agement Act of 2013; and

‘“(2) not more than $50,000 may consist of
any other payments made for covered com-
modities and peanuts under title I of the
Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Man-
agement Act of 2013.

““(c) SPOUSAL EQUITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (b), except as provided in paragraph
(2), if a person and the spouse of the person
are covered by paragraph (2) and receive, di-
rectly or indirectly, any payment or gain
covered by this section, the total amount of
payments or gains (as applicable) covered by
this section that the person and spouse may
jointly receive during any crop year may not
exceed an amount equal to twice the applica-
ble dollar amounts specified in subsection
(b).

¢“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘““(A) SEPARATE FARMING OPERATIONS.—In
the case of a married couple in which each
spouse, before the marriage, was separately
engaged in an unrelated farming operation,
each spouse shall be treated as a separate
person with respect to a farming operation
brought into the marriage by a spouse, sub-
ject to the condition that the farming oper-
ation shall remain a separate farming oper-
ation, as determined by the Secretary.

‘(B) ELECTION TO RECEIVE SEPARATE PAY-
MENTS.—A married couple may elect to re-
ceive payments separately in the name of
each spouse if the total amount of payments
and benefits described in subsection (b) that
the married couple receives, directly or indi-
rectly, does not exceed an amount equal to
twice the applicable dollar amounts specified
in those subsections.”’;
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(3) in paragraph (3)(B) of subsection (f), by
adding at the end the following:

¢(iii) IRREVOCABLE TRUSTS.—In promul-
gating regulations to define the term ‘legal
entity’ as the term applies to irrevocable
trusts, the Secretary shall ensure that irrev-
ocable trusts are legitimate entities that
have not been created for the purpose of
avoiding a payment limitation.”’; and

(4) in subsection (h), in the second sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘or other entity”’ and in-
serting ‘‘or legal entity”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 1001 of the Food Security Act of
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) is amended—

(A) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (c)”’ each place it appears in
paragraphs (1) and (3)(B) and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’;

(B) in subsection (f)—

(i) in paragraph (2),
sections (b) and (c)”
section (b)”’;

(ii) in paragraph (4)(B), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b) or (¢)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection
)7

(iii) in paragraph (5)—

(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (d)’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b), (¢), or (d)” and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)’; and

(iv) in paragraph (6)—

(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Not-
withstanding subsection (d), except as pro-
vided in subsection (g)” and inserting ‘“Ex-
cept as provided in subsection (f)’’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b), (¢), and (d)” and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’;

(C) in subsection (g)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(I) by striking ‘‘subsection (f)(6)(A)” and
inserting ‘‘subsection (e)(6)(A)’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘subsection (b) or (¢)”’ and
inserting ‘‘subsection (b)’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (c¢)” and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)”’; and

(D) by redesignating subsections (e)
through (h) as subsections (d) through (g),
respectively.

(2) Section 1001A of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308-1) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 1001 and in-
serting ‘‘section 1001(b)’’; and

(B) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b) or (¢) of section 1001’ and insert-
ing ‘““section 1001(b)”’.

(3) Section 1001B(a) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308-2(a)) is amended in
the matter preceding paragraph (1) by strik-
ing ‘“‘subsections (b) and (c¢) of section 1001’
and inserting ‘‘section 1001(b)”’.

(c) APPLICATION.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply beginning with
the 2014 crop year.

SEC. 1603A. PAYMENTS LIMITED TO
FARMERS.

Section 1001A of the Food Security Act of
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308-1) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘or active personal man-
agement’’ each place it appears in subpara-
graphs (A)(1)(IT) and (B)(ii); and

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘, as
applied to the legal entity, are met by the
legal entity, the partners or members mak-
ing a significant contribution of personal
labor or active personal management’’ and
inserting ‘‘are met by partners or members
making a significant contribution of per-
sonal labor, those partners or members’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following:

“Sub-
““Sub-

by striking
and inserting

ACTIVE
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‘“(A) the landowner share-rents the land at
a rate that is usual and customary;’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(C) the share of the payments received by
the landowner is commensurate with the
share of the crop or income received as
rent.”’;

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘active
personal management or’’;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(i) by striking ‘(5)” and all that follows
through ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A person’’ and in-
serting the following:

“(5) CUSTOM FARMING SERVICES.—A Dper-
son’’;

(ii) by inserting ‘‘under usual and cus-
tomary terms’’ after ‘‘services’’; and

(iii) by striking subparagraph (B); and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘(T FARM MANAGERS.—A person who other-
wise meets the requirements of this sub-
section other than (b)(2)(A)(A)(II) shall be
considered to be actively engaged in farm-
ing, as determined by the Secretary, with re-
spect to the farming operation, including a
farming operation that is a sole proprietor-
ship, a legal entity such as a joint venture or
general partnership, or a legal entity such as
a corporation or limited partnership, if the
person—

‘“(A) makes a significant contribution of
management to the farming operation nec-
essary for the farming operation, taking into
account—

“‘(1) the size and complexity of the farming
operation; and

‘(i) the management requirements nor-
mally and customarily required by similar
farming operations;

‘(B)(1) is the only person in the farming
operation qualifying as actively engaged in
farming by using the farm manager special
class designation under this paragraph; and

‘“(ii) together with any other persons in
the farming operation qualifying as actively
engaged in farming under subsection (b)(2) or
as part of a special class under this sub-
section, does not collectively receive, di-
rectly or indirectly, an amount equal to
more than the applicable limits under sec-
tion 1001(b);

‘“(C) does not use the management con-
tribution under this paragraph to qualify as
actively engaged in more than 1 farming op-
eration; and

‘(D) manages a farm operation that does
not substantially share equipment, labor, or
management with persons or legal entities
that with the person collectively receive, di-
rectly or indirectly, an amount equal to
more than the applicable limits under sec-
tion 1001(b).”.

SEC. 1604. ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME LIMITA-
TION.

(a) LIMITATIONS AND COVERED BENEFITS.—
Section 1001D(b) of the Food Security Act of
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308-3a(b)) is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking
“LIMITATIONS” and inserting ‘‘LIMITATIONS
ON COMMODITY AND CONSERVATION PRO-
GRAMS’’;

(2) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and
inserting the following new paragraphs:

‘(1) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, a person or legal enti-
ty shall not be eligible to receive any benefit
described in paragraph (2) during a crop, fis-
cal, or program year, as appropriate, if the
average adjusted gross income of the person
or legal entity exceeds $950,000.

‘“(2) COVERED BENEFITS.—Paragraph (1) ap-
plies with respect to a payment or benefit
under subtitle A, B, or E of title I, or title II
of the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk
Management Act of 2013, title II of the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002,
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title II of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008, title XII of the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985, section 524(b) of the Federal
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1524(b)), or sec-
tion 196 of the Federal Agriculture Improve-
ment and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7333).”".

(b) ELIMINATION OF UNUSED DEFINITIONS.—
Paragraph (1) of section 1001D(a) of the Food
Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308-3a(a)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘(1) AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME.—In
this section, the term ‘average adjusted
gross income’, with respect to a person or
legal entity, means the average of the ad-
justed gross income or comparable measure
of the person or legal entity over the 3 tax-
able years preceding the most immediately
preceding complete taxable year, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.”.

(¢) INCOME DETERMINATION.—Section 1001D
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C.
1308-3a) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (c¢); and

(2) by redesignating subsections (d), (e),
and (f) as subsections (c), (d), and (e), respec-
tively.

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
1001D of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7
U.S.C. 1308-3a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A) or (B)
of”’; and

(B) by striking ‘¢, the average adjusted
gross farm income, and the average adjusted
gross nonfarm income’’;

(2) in subsection (a)(3), by striking ‘‘, aver-
age adjusted gross farm income, and average
adjusted gross nonfarm income’ both places
it appears;

(3) in subsection (c) (as redesignated by
subsection (c¢)(2) of this section)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ¢, average
adjusted gross farm income, and average ad-
justed gross nonfarm income’ both places it
appears; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘para-
graphs (1)(C) and (2)(B) of subsection (b)”’ and
inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(2)’; and

(4) in subsection (d) (as redesignated by
subsection (c¢)(2) of this section)—

(A) by striking ‘‘paragraphs (1)(C) and
(2)(B) of subsection (b)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)(2)’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘, average adjusted gross
farm income, or average adjusted gross non-
farm income”’.

(e) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—Subsection (e) of
section 1001D of the Food Security Act of
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308-3a), as redesignated by
subsection (c)(2) of this section, is repealed.

(f) LIMITATION ON APPLICABILITY.—Section
1001(d) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7
U.S.C. 1308) is amended by inserting before
the period at the end the following: ‘‘or title
I of the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk
Management Act of 2013”’.

(g) TRANSITION.—Section 1001D of the Food
Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308-3a), as in
effect on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this Act, shall apply with respect
to the 2013 crop, fiscal, or program year, as
appropriate, for each program described in
paragraphs (1)(C) and (2)(B) of subsection (b)
of that section (as so in effect on that day).
SEC. 1605. GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED

FARMERS AND RANCHERS.

Section 1621(d) of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8792(d)) is
amended by striking ‘‘each of fiscal years
2009 through 2012’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal year
2009 and each succeeding fiscal year’.

SEC. 1606. PERSONAL LIABILITY OF PRODUCERS
FOR DEFICIENCIES.

Section 164 of the Federal Agriculture Im-
provement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C.
7284) is amended by striking ‘‘and title I of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
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2008’ each place it appears and inserting

“title I of the Food, Conservation, and En-

ergy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8702 et seq.), and

title I of the Federal Agriculture Reform and

Risk Management Act of 2013”°.

SEC. 1607. PREVENTION OF DECEASED INDIVID-
UALS RECEIVING PAYMENTS UNDER
FARM COMMODITY PROGRAMS.

(a) RECONCILIATION.—At least twice each
year, the Secretary shall reconcile Social Se-
curity numbers of all individuals who receive
payments under this title, whether directly
or indirectly, with the Commissioner of So-
cial Security to determined if the individ-
uals are alive.

(b) PRECLUSION.—The Secretary shall pre-
clude the issuance of payments to, and on be-
half of, deceased individuals that were not
eligible for payments.

SEC. 1608. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.

(a) MISSING PUNCTUATION.—Section
359f(c)(1)(B) of the Agricultural Adjustment
Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1359ff(c)(1)(B)) is amend-
ed by adding a period at the end.

(b) ERRONEOUS CROSS REFERENCE.—

(1) AMENDMENT.—Section 1603(g) of the
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(Public Law 110-246; 122 Stat. 1739) is amend-
ed in paragraphs (2) through (6) and the
amendments made by those paragraphs by
striking ‘‘1703(a)”’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘1603(a)”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection and
the amendments made by this subsection
take effect as if included in the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Public
Law 110-246; 122 Stat. 1651).

(c) CONTINUED APPLICABILITY OF APPRO-
PRIATIONS GENERAL PROVISION.—Section 767
of division A of Public Law 108-7 (7 U.S.C.
7911 note; 117 Stat. 48) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘sections 1101 and 1102 of
Public Law 107-171" and inserting ‘‘subtitle
A of title I of the Federal Agriculture Re-
form and Risk Management Act of 2013"’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘such section 1102’ and in-
serting ‘‘such subtitle’’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following new subsection:

‘“(b) This section, as amended by section
1608(c) of the Federal Agriculture Reform
and Risk Management Act of 2013, shall take
effect beginning with the 2014 crop year.”.
SEC. 1609. ASSIGNMENT OF PAYMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of section
8(g) of the Soil Conservation and Domestic
Allotment Act (16 U.S.C. 590h(g)), relating to
assignment of payments, shall apply to pay-
ments made under this title.

(b) NOTICE.—The producer making the as-
signment, or the assignee, shall provide the
Secretary with notice, in such manner as the
Secretary may require, of any assignment
made under this section.

SEC. 1610. TRACKING OF BENEFITS.

As soon as practicable after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary may
track the benefits provided, directly or indi-
rectly, to individuals and entities under ti-
tles I and II and the amendments made by
those titles.

SEC. 1611. SIGNATURE AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this title
and title IT and amendments made by those
titles, if the Secretary approves a document,
the Secretary shall not subsequently deter-
mine the document is inadequate or invalid
because of the lack of authority of any per-
son signing the document on behalf of the
applicant or any other individual, entity,
general partnership, or joint venture, or the
documents relied upon were determined in-
adequate or invalid, unless the person sign-
ing the program document knowingly and
willfully falsified the evidence of signature
authority or a signature.
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(b) AFFIRMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section
prohibits the Secretary from asking a proper
party to affirm any document that otherwise
would be considered approved under sub-
section (a).

(2) NO RETROACTIVE EFFECT.—A denial of
benefits based on a lack of affirmation under
paragraph (1) shall not be retroactive with
respect to third-party producers who were
not the subject of the erroneous representa-
tion of authority, if the third-party pro-
ducers—

(A) relied on the prior approval by the Sec-
retary of the documents in good faith; and

(B) substantively complied with all pro-
gram requirements.

SEC. 1612. IMPLEMENTATION.

(a) STREAMLINING.—In implementing this
title, the Secretary shall, to the maximum
extent practicable—

(1) seek to reduce administrative burdens
and costs to producers by streamlining and
reducing paperwork, forms, and other admin-
istrative requirements;

(2) improve coordination, information
sharing, and administrative work with the
Risk Management Agency and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service; and

(3) take advantage of new technologies to
enhance efficiency and effectiveness of pro-
gram delivery to producers.

(b) MAINTENANCE OF BASE ACRES AND PAY-
MENT YIELDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall main-
tain, for each covered commodity and upland
cotton, base acres and payment yields on a
farm established under—

(A)({d) in the case of covered commodities
and upland cotton, sections 1101 and 1102 of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7911, 7912); and

(ii) in the case of peanuts, section 1302 of
that Act (7 U.S.C. 7952); and

(B)(i) in the case of covered commodities
and upland cotton, sections 1101 and 1102 of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (7 U.S.C. 8711, 8712); and

(ii) in the case of peanuts, section 1302 of
that Act (7 U.S.C. 8752).

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR LONG GRAIN AND ME-
DIUM GRAIN RICE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
maintain separate base acres for long grain
rice and medium grain rice.

(B) LIMITATION.—In carrying out this para-
graph, the Secretary shall use the same total
base acres and payment yields established
with respect to rice under sections 1108 of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (7 U.S.C. 8718), as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act, sub-
ject to any adjustment under section 1105.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall
make available to the Farm Service Agency
to carry out this title $100,000,000.

SEC. 1613. PROTECTION OF PRODUCER INFORMA-
TION.

(a) PROHIBITION OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF
PROTECTED INFORMATION.—Except as pro-
vided in subsection (b), the Secretary, any
officer or employee of the Department of Ag-
riculture, any contractor or cooperator of
the Department, and any officer or employee
of another Federal agency shall not dis-
close—

(1) information submitted by a producer or
owner of agricultural land to the Federal
Government pursuant to title I or II of this
Act; or

(2) other information provided by a pro-
ducer or owner of agricultural land con-
cerning the agricultural operation, farming
or conservation practices, or the land itself
in order to participate in programs of the
Department of Agriculture or other Federal
agencies.
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(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Information described in
subsection (a) may be disclosed if—

(1) the information is required to be made
publicly available under any other provision
of Federal law;

(2) the producer or owner of agricultural
land who provided the information has law-
fully publicly disclosed the information;

(3) the producer or owner of agricultural
land who provided the information consents
to the disclosure; or

(4) the information is disclosed to the At-
torney General, to the extent necessary, to
ensure compliance and law enforcement.

(c) NOTICE OF DISCLOSURE.—AnNy disclosure
of information pursuant to an exception pro-
vided in subsection (b) shall be reported to
the Committee on Agriculture of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate within 24 hours after the disclosure.

(d) PRODUCER DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘producer’ has the meaning given
that term in section 1104(14) of this Act.

TITLE II—CONSERVATION

Subtitle A—Conservation Reserve Program

SEC. 2001. EXTENSION AND ENROLLMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS OF CONSERVATION
RESERVE PROGRAM.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 1231(a) of the Food
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831(a)) is
amended by striking ‘2012 and inserting
2018,

(b) ELIGIBLE LAND.—Section 1231(b) of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831(b))
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘the
date of enactment of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008’ and inserting ‘‘the
date of the enactment of the Federal Agri-
culture Reform and Risk Management Act of
2013;

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraph (3) as paragraph (2);

(3) by inserting before paragraph (4) the
following new paragraph:

¢“(3) grasslands that—

‘“(A) contain forbs or shrubland (including
improved rangeland and pastureland) for
which grazing is the predominant use;

‘““(B) are located in an area historically
dominated by grasslands; and

‘(C) could provide habitat for animal and
plant populations of significant ecological
value if the land is retained in its current
use or restored to a natural condition;’’;

(4) in paragraph (4)(C), by striking
“filterstrips devoted to trees or shrubs’ and
inserting ‘‘filterstrips or riparian buffers de-
voted to trees, shrubs, or grasses’; and

(5) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting
the following new paragraph:

‘“(5) the portion of land in a field not en-
rolled in the conservation reserve in a case
in which—

““(A) more than 50 percent of the land in
the field is enrolled as a buffer or filterstrip,
or more than 75 percent of the land in the
field is enrolled as a conservation practice
other than as a buffer or filterstrip; and

‘(B) the remainder of the field is—

‘(i) infeasible to farm; and

‘‘(ii) enrolled at regular rental rates.”.

(¢) PLANTING STATUS OF CERTAIN LAND.—
Section 1231(c) of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831(c)) is amended by striking
“if”” and all that follows through the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘if, during the crop
year, the land was devoted to a conserving
use.”’.

(d) ENROLLMENT.—Subsection (d) of section
1231 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3831) is amended to read as follows:

‘“(d) ENROLLMENT.—

‘(1) MAXIMUM ACREAGE ENROLLED.—The
Secretary may maintain in the conservation
reserve at any one time during—
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““(A) fiscal year 2014, no more than
27,500,000 acres;

‘“(B) fiscal year 2015, no more than
26,000,000 acres;

‘“(C) fiscal year 2016, no more than
25,000,000 acres;

‘(D) fiscal year 2017, no more than
24,000,000 acres; and

‘“(B) fiscal year 2018, no more than

24,000,000 acres.

*“(2) GRASSLANDS.—

“‘(A) LIMITATION.—For purposes of applying
the limitations in paragraph (1), no more
than 2,000,000 acres of the land described in
subsection (b)(3) may be enrolled in the pro-
gram at any one time during the 2014
through 2018 fiscal years.

‘(B) PRIORITY.—In enrolling acres under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary may give
priority to land with expiring conservation
reserve program contracts.

‘(C) METHOD OF ENROLLMENT.—In enrolling
acres under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall make the program available to owners
or operators of eligible land on a continuous
enrollment basis with one or more ranking
periods.”.

(e) DURATION OF CONTRACT.—Section 1231(e)
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C.
3831(e)) is amended by striking paragraphs (2)
and (3) and inserting the following new para-
graph:

‘“(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN LAND.—In
the case of land devoted to hardwood trees,
shelterbelts, windbreaks, or wildlife cor-
ridors under a contract entered into under
this subchapter, the owner or operator of the
land may, within the limitations prescribed
under paragraph (1), specify the duration of
the contract.”.

(f) CONSERVATION PRIORITY AREAS.—Sec-
tion 1231(f) of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3831(f)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “watershed
areas of the Chesapeake Bay Region, the
Great Lakes Region, the Long Island Sound
Region, and other”’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘WATER-
SHEDS.—Watersheds”’ and inserting
‘““‘AREAS.—Areas’’; and

(3) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘a water-
shed’s designation—"’ and all that follows
through the period at the end and inserting
“‘an area’s designation if the Secretary finds
that the area no longer contains actual and
significant adverse water quality or habitat
impacts related to agricultural production
activities.”.

SEC. 2002. FARMABLE WETLAND PROGRAM.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 1231B(a)(1) of the
Food Security Act of 198 (16 U.S.C.
3831b(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘2012’ and inserting ‘‘2018’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘a program’ and inserting
‘“‘a farmable wetland program’.

(b) ELIGIBLE ACREAGE.—Section
1231B(b)(1)(B) of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831b(b)(1)(B)) is amended by
striking ‘‘flow from a row crop agriculture
drainage system’ and inserting ‘‘surface and
subsurface flow from row crop agricultural
production’’.

(c) ACREAGE LIMITATION.—Section
1231B(c)(1)(B) of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831b(c)(1)(B)) is amended by
striking ‘1,000,000’ and inserting ¢750,000".

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The heading of
section 1231B of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831b) is amended to read as
follows: “FARMABLE WETLAND PRO-
GRAM.”.

SEC. 2003. DUTIES OF OWNERS AND OPERATORS.

(a) LIMITATION ON HARVESTING, GRAZING, OR
COMMERCIAL USE OF FORAGE.—Section
1232(a)(8) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3832(a)(8)) is amended by striking ‘‘ex-
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cept that’ and all that follows through the
semicolon at the end of the paragraph and
inserting ‘‘except as provided in subsection
(b) or (c) of section 1233;”.

(b) CONSERVATION PLAN REQUIREMENTS.—
Subsection (b) of section 1232 of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3832) is amended
to read as follows:

‘“(b) CONSERVATION PLANS.—The plan re-
ferred to in subsection (a)(1) shall set forth—

‘(1) the conservation measures and prac-
tices to be carried out by the owner or oper-
ator during the term of the contract; and

‘(2) the commercial use, if any, to be per-
mitted on the land during the term.”.

(¢c) RENTAL PAYMENT REDUCTION.—Section
1232 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3832) is amended by striking sub-
section (d).

SEC. 2004. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.

Section 1233 of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3833) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“SEC. 1233. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.

“‘(a) COST-SHARE AND RENTAL PAYMENTS.—
In return for a contract entered into by an
owner or operator under the conservation re-
serve program, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) share the cost of carrying out the con-
servation measures and practices set forth in
the contract for which the Secretary deter-
mines that cost sharing is appropriate and in
the public interest; and

‘(2) for a period of years not in excess of
the term of the contract, pay an annual rent-
al payment in an amount necessary to com-
pensate for—

‘“(A) the conversion of highly erodible
cropland or other eligible lands normally de-
voted to the production of an agricultural
commodity on a farm or ranch to a less in-
tensive use;

‘“(B) the retirement of any base history
that the owner or operator agrees to retire
permanently; and

‘(C) the development and management of
grasslands for multiple natural resource con-
servation benefits, including to soil, water,
air, and wildlife.

‘“(b) SPECIFIED ACTIVITIES PERMITTED.—The
Secretary shall permit certain activities or
commercial uses of land that is subject to a
contract under the conservation reserve pro-
gram in a manner that is consistent with a
plan approved by the Secretary, as follows:

‘(1) Harvesting, grazing, or other commer-
cial use of the forage in response to a
drought or other emergency created by a
natural disaster, without any reduction in
the rental rate.

‘“(2) Consistent with the conservation of
soil, water quality, and wildlife habitat (in-
cluding habitat during nesting seasons for
birds in the area), and in exchange for a re-
duction of not less than 25 percent in the an-
nual rental rate for the acres covered by the
authorized activity—

‘“(A) managed harvesting and other com-
mercial use (including the managed har-
vesting of biomass), except that in permit-
ting managed harvesting, the Secretary, in
coordination with the State technical com-
mittee—

‘“(i) shall develop appropriate vegetation
management requirements; and

‘‘(i1) shall identify periods during which
managed harvesting may be conducted, such
that the frequency is not more than once
every three years;

‘(B) routine grazing or prescribed grazing
for the control of invasive species, except
that in permitting such routine grazing or
prescribed grazing, the Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the State technical committee—

‘“(i) shall develop appropriate vegetation
management requirements and stocking
rates for the land that are suitable for con-
tinued routine grazing; and
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‘‘(ii) shall identify the periods during
which routine grazing may be conducted,
such that the frequency is not more than
once every two years, taking into consider-
ation regional differences such as—

“(I) climate, soil type, and natural re-
sources;

““(IT) the number of years that should be re-
quired between routine grazing activities;
and

““(ITII) how often during a year in which
routine grazing is permitted that routine
grazing should be allowed to occur; and

‘(C) the installation of wind turbines and
associated access, except that in permitting
the installation of wind turbines, the Sec-
retary shall determine the number and loca-
tion of wind turbines that may be installed,
taking into account—

‘(i) the location, size, and other physical
characteristics of the land;

‘‘(ii) the extent to which the land contains
wildlife and wildlife habitat; and

‘‘(iii) the purposes of the conservation re-
serve program under this subchapter.

‘(83) The intermittent and seasonal use of
vegetative buffer practices incidental to ag-
ricultural production on lands adjacent to
the buffer such that the permitted use does
not destroy the permanent vegetative cover.

‘“(c) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES ON GRASS-
LANDS.—For eligible land described in sec-
tion 1231(b)(3), the Secretary shall permit the
following activities:

‘(1) Common grazing practices, including
maintenance and necessary cultural prac-
tices, on the land in a manner that is con-
sistent with maintaining the viability of
grassland, forb, and shrub species appro-
priate to that locality.

‘“(2) Haying, mowing, or harvesting for
seed production, subject to appropriate re-
strictions during the nesting season for crit-
ical bird species in the area.

‘“(3) Fire presuppression, fire-related reha-
bilitation, and construction of fire breaks.

‘“(4) Grazing-related activities, such as
fencing and livestock watering.

‘‘(d) RESOURCE CONSERVING USE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date
that is 1 year before the date of termination
of a contract under the program, the Sec-
retary shall allow an owner or operator to
make conservation and land improvements
that facilitate maintaining protection of en-
rolled land after expiration of the contract.

‘“(2) CONSERVATION PLAN.—The Secretary
shall require an owner or operator carrying
out the activities described in paragraph (1)
to develop and implement a conservation
plan.

*“(3) RE-ENROLLMENT PROHIBITED.—Land im-
proved under paragraph (1) may not be re-en-
rolled in the conservation reserve program
for 5 years after the date of termination of
the contract.”.

SEC. 2005. PAYMENTS.

(a) TREES, WINDBREAKS, SHELTERBELTS,
AND WILDLIFE CORRIDORS.—Section
1234(b)(3)(A) of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3834(b)(3)(A)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by inserting ‘“‘and’ after
the semicolon;

(2) by striking clause (ii); and

(3) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause
(ii).

(b) ANNUAL RENTAL PAYMENTS.—Section
1234(c) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3834(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or other
eligible lands” after ‘‘highly erodible crop-
land”’ both places it appears; and

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following new paragraph:

¢“(2) METHODS OF DETERMINATION.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The amounts payable to
owners or operators in the form of rental
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payments under contracts entered into under
this subchapter may be determined
through—

‘(i) the submission of bids for such con-
tracts by owners and operators in such man-
ner as the Secretary may prescribe; or

¢“(ii) such other means as the Secretary de-
termines are appropriate.

‘“(B) GRASSLANDS.—In the case of eligible
land described in section 1231(b)(3), the Sec-
retary shall make annual payments in an
amount that is not more than 75 percent of
the grazing value of the land covered by the
contract.”.

(c) PAYMENT SCHEDULE.—Subsection (d) of
section 1234 of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3834) is amended to read as follows:

‘“(d) PAYMENT SCHEDULE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, payments under this
subchapter shall be made in cash in such
amount and on such time schedule as is
agreed on and specified in the contract.

‘“(2) ADVANCE PAYMENT.—Payments under
this subchapter may be made in advance of
determination of performance.”.

(d) PAYMENT LIMITATION.—Section 1234(f) of
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C.
3834(f)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking *‘, includ-
ing rental payments made in the form of in-
kind commodities,”’;

(2) by striking paragraph (3); and

(3) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (2).

SEC. 2006. CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.

(a) EARLY TERMINATION BY OWNER OR OPER-
ATOR.—Section 1235(e) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3835(e)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)—

(A) by striking ‘““The Secretary’” and in-
serting ‘‘During fiscal year 2014, the Sec-
retary’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘before January 1, 1995,”’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking subpara-
graph (C) and inserting the following:

‘(C) Land devoted to hardwood trees.

‘(D) Wildlife habitat, duck nesting habi-
tat, pollinator habitat, upland bird habitat
buffer, wildlife food plots, State acres for
wildlife enhancement, shallow water areas
for wildlife, and rare and declining habitat.

‘“(E) Farmable wetland and restored wet-
land.

“(F') Land that contains diversions, erosion
control structures, flood control structures,
contour grass strips, living snow fences, sa-
linity reducing vegetation, cross wind trap
strips, and sediment retention structures.

‘“(G) Land located within a federally-des-
ignated wellhead protection area.

‘“(H) Land that is covered by an easement
under the conservation reserve program.

‘(I) Land located within an average width,
according to the applicable Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service field office
technical guide, of a perennial stream or per-
manent water body.”’; and

(3) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘60 days
after the date on which the owner or oper-
ator submits the notice required under para-
graph (1)(C)” and inserting ‘‘upon approval
by the Secretary’.

(b) TRANSITION OPTION FOR CERTAIN FARM-
ERS OR RANCHERS.—Section 1235(f) of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3835(f)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking “DUTIES” and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘a beginning farmer’ and in-
serting ‘““TRANSITION TO COVERED FARMER OR
RANCHER.—In the case of a contract modi-
fication approved in order to facilitate the
transfer of land subject to a contract from a
retired farmer or rancher to a beginning
farmer’’;
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(B) in subparagraph (A)(i), by inserting *,
including preparing to plant an agricultural
crop’’ after ‘“‘improvements’’;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘the
farmer or rancher’” and inserting ‘‘the cov-
ered farmer or rancher’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 1001A(b)(3)(B)”’ and inserting ‘‘section
1001”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘require-
ment of section 1231(h)(4)(B)”’ and inserting
‘“‘option pursuant to section 1234(c)(2)(A)({i)”.

(c) FINAL YEAR CONTRACT.—Section 1235 of
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3835)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsections:

‘“(g) FINAL YEAR OF CONTRACT.—The Sec-
retary shall not consider an owner or oper-
ator to be in violation of a term or condition
of the conservation reserve contract if—

“(1) during the year prior to expiration of
the contract, the land is enrolled in the con-
servation stewardship program; and

‘(2) the activity required under the con-
servation stewardship program pursuant to
such enrollment is consistent with this sub-
chapter.

““(h) LAND ENROLLED IN AGRICULTURAL CON-
SERVATION EASEMENT PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary may terminate or modify a contract
entered into under this subchapter if eligible
land that is subject to such contract is trans-
ferred into the agricultural conservation
easement program under subtitle H.”.

SEC. 2007. CONVERSION OF LAND SUBJECT TO
CONTRACT TO OTHER CONSERVING
USES.

Section 1235A of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3835a) is repealed.

SEC. 2008. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
this subtitle shall take effect on October 1,
2013, except the amendment made by section
2001(d), which shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(b) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the amendments made by this
subtitle shall not affect the validity or terms
of any contract entered into by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture under subchapter B of
chapter 1 of subtitle D of title XII of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et
seq.) before October 1, 2013, or any payments
required to be made in connection with the
contract.

(2) UPDATING OF EXISTING CONTRACTS.—The
Secretary shall permit an owner or operator
of land subject to a contract entered into
under subchapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D
of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3831 et seq.) before October 1, 2013,
to update the contract to reflect the activi-
ties and uses of land under contract per-
mitted under the terms and conditions of
section 1233(b) of that Act (as amended by
section 2004), as determined appropriate by
the Secretary.

Subtitle B—Conservation Stewardship
Program

SEC. 2101. CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PRO-

(a) REVISION OF CURRENT PROGRAM.—Sub-
chapter B of chapter 2 of subtitle D of title
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3838d et seq.) is amended to read as
follows:

“Subchapter B—Conservation Stewardship

Program
“SEC. 1238D. DEFINITIONS.

““‘In this subchapter:

‘(1) AGRICULTURAL OPERATION.—The term
‘agricultural operation’ means all eligible
land, whether or not contiguous, that is—

‘“(A) under the effective control of a pro-
ducer at the time the producer enters into a
contract under the program; and
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‘“(B) operated with equipment, labor, man-
agement, and production or cultivation prac-
tices that are substantially separate from
other agricultural operations, as determined
by the Secretary.

¢“(2) CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘conservation
activities’ means conservation systems,
practices, or management measures.

‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘conservation
activities’ includes—

‘(i) structural measures, vegetative meas-
ures, and land management measures, in-
cluding agriculture drainage management
systems, as determined by the Secretary;
and

‘‘(ii) planning needed to address a priority
resource concern.

¢“(3) CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PLAN.—
The term ‘conservation stewardship plan’
means a plan that—

‘“(A) identifies and inventories priority re-
source concerns;

‘‘(B) establishes benchmark data and con-
servation objectives;

“(C) describes conservation activities to be
implemented, managed, or improved; and

‘(D) includes a schedule and evaluation
plan for the planning, installation, and man-
agement of the new and existing conserva-
tion activities.

*“(4) ELIGIBLE LAND.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible land’
means—

‘(i) private or tribal land on which agricul-
tural commodities, livestock, or forest-re-
lated products are produced; and

‘“(ii) lands associated with the land de-
scribed in clause (i) on which priority re-
source concerns could be addressed through a
contract under the program.

‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘eligible land’
includes—

‘“(i) cropland;

¢“(ii) grassland;

‘“(iii) rangeland;

‘“(iv) pasture land;

‘(v) nonindustrial private forest land; and

‘‘(vi) other agricultural areas (including
cropped woodland, marshes, and agricultural
land used or capable of being used for the
production of livestock), as determined by
the Secretary.

() PRIORITY RESOURCE CONCERN.—The
term ‘priority resource concern’ means a
natural resource concern or problem, as de-
termined by the Secretary, that—

““(A) is identified at the national, State, or
local level as a priority for a particular area
of a State;

‘“(B) represents a significant concern in a
State or region; and

“(C) is likely to be addressed successfully
through the implementation of conservation
activities under this program.

‘(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means
the conservation stewardship program estab-
lished by this subchapter.

“(7) STEWARDSHIP THRESHOLD.—The term
‘stewardship threshold’ means the level of
management required, as determined by the
Secretary, to conserve and improve the qual-
ity and condition of a natural resource.

“SEC. 1238E. CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PRO-
GRAM.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.—During
each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018, the
Secretary shall carry out a conservation
stewardship program to encourage producers
to address priority resource concerns in a
comprehensive manner—

‘(1) by undertaking additional conserva-
tion activities; and

“(2) by improving, maintaining, and man-
aging existing conservation activities.

““(b) EXCLUSIONS.—

‘(1) LAND ENROLLED IN OTHER CONSERVA-
TION PROGRAMS.—Subject to paragraph (2),
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the following land (even if covered by the
definition of eligible land) is not eligible for
enrollment in the program:

““(A) Land enrolled in the conservation re-
serve program, unless—

‘(i) the conservation reserve contract will
expire at the end of the fiscal year in which
the land is to be enrolled in the program; and

‘“(ii) conservation reserve program pay-
ments for land enrolled in the program cease
before the first program payment is made to
the applicant under this subchapter.

‘“(B) Land enrolled in a wetland easement
through the agricultural conservation ease-
ment program.

“(C) Land enrolled in the conservation se-
curity program.

‘“(2) CONVERSION TO CROPLAND.—Eligible
land used for crop production after October
1, 2013, that had not been planted, considered
to be planted, or devoted to crop production
for at least 4 of the 6 years preceding that
date shall not be the basis for any payment
under the program, unless the land does not
meet the requirement because—

‘“(A) the land had previously been enrolled
in the conservation reserve program;

‘“(B) the land has been maintained using
long-term crop rotation practices, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; or

‘(C) the land is incidental land needed for
efficient operation of the farm or ranch, as
determined by the Secretary.

“SEC. 1238F. STEWARDSHIP CONTRACTS.

‘‘(a) SUBMISSION OF CONTRACT OFFERS.—To
be eligible to participate in the conservation
stewardship program, a producer shall sub-
mit to the Secretary a contract offer for the
agricultural operation that—

‘(1) demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
Secretary that the producer, at the time of
the contract offer, meets or exceeds the
stewardship threshold for at least 2 priority
resource concerns; and

“(2) would, at a minimum, meet or exceed
the stewardship threshold for at least 1 addi-
tional priority resource concern by the end
of the stewardship contract by—

‘“(A) installing and adopting additional
conservation activities; and

“(B) improving, maintaining, and man-
aging existing conservation activities across
the entire agricultural operation in a man-
ner that increases or extends the conserva-
tion benefits in place at the time the con-
tract offer is accepted by the Secretary.

“(b) EVALUATION OF CONTRACT OFFERS.—

‘(1) RANKING OF APPLICATIONS.—In evalu-
ating contract offers submitted under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall rank applica-
tions based on—

‘“(A) the level of conservation treatment
on all applicable priority resource concerns
at the time of application;

‘‘(B) the degree to which the proposed con-
servation activities effectively increase con-
servation performance;

‘(C) the number of applicable priority re-
source concerns proposed to be treated to
meet or exceed the stewardship threshold by
the end of the contract;

‘(D) the extent to which other priority re-
source concerns will be addressed to meet or
exceed the stewardship threshold by the end
of the contract period;

‘“(E) the extent to which the actual and an-
ticipated conservation benefits from the con-
tract are provided at the least cost relative
to other similarly beneficial contract offers;
and

“(F') the extent to which priority resource
concerns will be addressed when
transitioning from the conservation reserve
program to agricultural production.

‘(2) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary may not
assign a higher priority to any application
because the applicant is willing to accept a
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lower payment than the applicant would oth-
erwise be eligible to receive.

‘“(3) ADDITIONAL CRITERIA.—The Secretary
may develop and use such additional criteria
that the Secretary determines are necessary
to ensure that national, State, and local pri-
ority resource concerns are effectively ad-
dressed.

“(c) ENTERING INTO CONTRACTS.—After a
determination that a producer is eligible for
the program under subsection (a), and a de-
termination that the contract offer ranks
sufficiently high under the evaluation cri-
teria under subsection (b), the Secretary
shall enter into a conservation stewardship
contract with the producer to enroll the eli-
gible land to be covered by the contract.

““(d) CONTRACT PROVISIONS.—

‘(1) TERM.—A conservation stewardship
contract shall be for a term of 5 years.

‘“(2) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.—The conserva-
tion stewardship contract of a producer
shall—

‘““(A) state the amount of the payment the
Secretary agrees to make to the producer for
each year of the conservation stewardship
contract under section 1238G(d);

‘“(B) require the producer—

‘(i) to implement a conservation steward-
ship plan that describes the program pur-
poses to be achieved through 1 or more con-
servation activities;

‘(i) to maintain and supply information
as required by the Secretary to determine
compliance with the conservation steward-
ship plan and any other requirements of the
program; and

‘(iii) not to conduct any activities on the
agricultural operation that would tend to de-
feat the purposes of the program;

“(C) permit all economic uses of the eligi-
ble land that—

‘(i) maintain the agricultural nature of
the land; and

‘“(ii) are consistent with the conservation
purposes of the conservation stewardship
contract;

‘(D) include a provision to ensure that a
producer shall not be considered in violation
of the contract for failure to comply with
the contract due to circumstances beyond
the control of the producer, including a dis-
aster or related condition, as determined by
the Secretary;

‘“(E) include provisions requiring that upon
the violation of a term or condition of the
contract at any time the producer has con-
trol of the land—

‘(i) if the Secretary determines that the
violation warrants termination of the con-
tract—

‘() the producer shall forfeit all rights to
receive payments under the contract; and

‘“(IT) the producer shall refund all or a por-
tion of the payments received by the pro-
ducer under the contract, including any in-
terest on the payments, as determined by
the Secretary; or

‘(ii) if the Secretary determines that the
violation does not warrant termination of
the contract, the producer shall refund or ac-
cept adjustments to the payments provided
to the producer, as the Secretary determines
to be appropriate;

“(F) include provisions in accordance with
paragraphs (3) and (4) of this section; and

“(G) include any additional provisions the
Secretary determines are necessary to carry
out the program.

“(3) CHANGE OF INTEREST IN LAND SUBJECT
TO A CONTRACT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—At the time of applica-
tion, a producer shall have control of the eli-
gible land to be enrolled in the program. Ex-
cept as provided in subparagraph (B), a
change in the interest of a producer in eligi-
ble land covered by a contract under the pro-
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gram shall result in the termination of the
contract with regard to that land.

‘(B) TRANSFER OF DUTIES AND RIGHTS.—
Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if—

‘(i) within a reasonable period of time (as
determined by the Secretary) after the date
of the change in the interest in eligible land
covered by a contract under the program,
the transferee of the land provides written
notice to the Secretary that all duties and
rights under the contract have been trans-
ferred to, and assumed by, the transferee for
the portion of the land transferred;

‘“(ii) the transferee meets the eligibility re-
quirements of the program; and

‘‘(iii) the Secretary approves the transfer
of all duties and rights under the contract.

‘(4) MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION OF CON-
TRACTS.—

‘“(A) VOLUNTARY MODIFICATION OR TERMI-
NATION.—The Secretary may modify or ter-
minate a contract with a producer if—

‘(i) the producer agrees to the modifica-
tion or termination; and

‘“(ii) the Secretary determines that the
modification or termination is in the public
interest.

‘(B) INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION.—The Sec-
retary may terminate a contract if the Sec-
retary determines that the producer violated
the contract.

‘“(6) REPAYMENT.—If a contract is termi-
nated, the Secretary may, consistent with
the purposes of the program—

‘“(A) allow the producer to retain payments
already received under the contract; or

‘“(B) require repayment, in whole or in
part, of payments received and assess lig-
uidated damages.

‘‘(e) CONTRACT RENEWAL.—At the end of the
initial 5-year contract period, the Secretary
may allow the producer to renew the con-
tract for 1 additional 5-year period if the pro-
ducer—

‘(1) demonstrates compliance with the
terms of the initial contract;

‘“(2) agrees to adopt and continue to inte-
grate conservation activities across the en-
tire agricultural operation, as determined by
the Secretary; and

‘“(3) agrees, by the end of the contract pe-
riod—

““(A) to meet the stewardship threshold of
at least two additional priority resource con-
cerns on the agricultural operation; or

“(B) to exceed the stewardship threshold of
two existing priority resource concerns that
are specified by the Secretary in the initial
contract.

“SEC. 1238G. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—To achieve the conserva-
tion goals of a contract under the conserva-
tion stewardship program, the Secretary
shall—

‘(1) make the program available to eligible
producers on a continuous enrollment basis
with 1 or more ranking periods, one of which
shall occur in the first quarter of each fiscal
year;

‘(2) identify not less than 5 priority re-
source concerns in a particular watershed or
other appropriate region or area within a
State; and

‘“(3) establish a science-based stewardship
threshold for each priority resource concern
identified under paragraph (2).

‘“(b) ALLOCATION TO STATES.—The Sec-
retary shall allocate acres to States for en-
rollment, based—

‘(1) primarily on each State’s proportion
of eligible land to the total acreage of eligi-
ble land in all States; and

‘“(2) also on consideration of—

‘“(A) the extent and magnitude of the con-
servation needs associated with agricultural
production in each State;
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‘(B) the degree to which implementation
of the program in the State is, or will be, ef-
fective in helping producers address those
needs; and

*“(C) other considerations to achieve equi-
table geographic distribution of funds, as de-
termined by the Secretary.

‘(c) ACREAGE ENROLLMENT LIMITATION.—
During the period beginning on October 1,
2013, and ending on September 30, 2021, the
Secretary shall, to the maximum extent
practicable—

‘(1) enroll in the program an additional
8,695,000 acres for each fiscal year; and

‘“(2) manage the program to achieve a na-
tional average rate of $18 per acre, which
shall include the costs of all financial assist-
ance, technical assistance, and any other ex-
penses associated with enrollment or partici-
pation in the program.

“(d) CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PAY-
MENTS.—

‘(1) AVAILABILITY OF PAYMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall provide annual payments under
the program to compensate the producer
for—

‘“(A) installing and adopting additional
conservation activities; and

‘(B) improving, maintaining, and man-
aging conservation activities in place at the
agricultural operation of the producer at the
time the contract offer is accepted by the
Secretary.

‘(2) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—The amount of the
conservation stewardship annual payment
shall be determined by the Secretary and
based, to the maximum extent practicable,
on the following factors:

‘“(A) Costs incurred by the producer associ-
ated with planning, design, materials, instal-
lation, labor, management, maintenance, or
training.

“(B) Income forgone by the producer.

‘(C) Expected conservation benefits.

‘(D) The extent to which priority resource
concerns will be addressed through the in-
stallation and adoption of conservation ac-
tivities on the agricultural operation.

‘“(E) The level of stewardship in place at
the time of application and maintained over
the term of the contract.

“(F) The degree to which the conservation
activities will be integrated across the entire
agricultural operation for all applicable pri-
ority resource concerns over the term of the
contract.

‘(G) Such other factors as determined ap-
propriate by the Secretary.

‘(3) EXCLUSIONS.—A payment to a producer
under this subsection shall not be provided
for—

‘“(A) the design, construction, or mainte-
nance of animal waste storage or treatment
facilities or associated waste transport or
transfer devices for animal feeding oper-
ations; or

‘“(B) conservation activities for which
there is no cost incurred or income forgone
to the producer.

‘(4) DELIVERY OF PAYMENTS.—In making
payments under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall, to the extent practicable—

““(A) prorate conservation performance
over the term of the contract so as to accom-
modate, to the extent practicable, producers
earning equal annual payments in each fiscal
year; and

‘(B) make payments as soon as practicable
after October 1 of each fiscal year for activi-
ties carried out in the previous fiscal year.

‘() SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENTS FOR RE-
SOURCE-CONSERVING CROP ROTATIONS.—

(1) AVAILABILITY OF PAYMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall provide additional payments to
producers that, in participating in the pro-
gram, agree to adopt or improve resource-
conserving crop rotations to achieve bene-
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ficial crop rotations as appropriate for the
eligible land of the producers.

¢‘(2) BENEFICIAL CROP ROTATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall determine whether a resource-
conserving crop rotation is a beneficial crop
rotation eligible for additional payments
under paragraph (1) based on whether the re-
source-conserving crop rotation is designed
to provide natural resource conservation and
production benefits.

‘“(3) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to receive
a payment described in paragraph (1), a pro-
ducer shall agree to adopt and maintain ben-
eficial resource-conserving crop rotations for
the term of the contract.

‘“(4) RESOURCE-CONSERVING CROP ROTA-
TION.—In this subsection, the term ‘resource-
conserving crop rotation’ means a crop rota-
tion that—

‘“(A) includes at least 1 resource-con-
serving crop (as defined by the Secretary);

“(B) reduces erosion;

‘“(C) improves soil fertility and tilth;

‘(D) interrupts pest cycles; and

‘‘(E) in applicable areas, reduces depletion
of soil moisture or otherwise reduces the
need for irrigation.

‘“(f) PAYMENT LIMITATIONS.—A person or
legal entity may not receive, directly or in-
directly, payments under the program that,
in the aggregate, exceed $200,000 under all
contracts entered into during fiscal years
2014 through 2018, excluding funding arrange-
ments with Indian tribes, regardless of the
number of contracts entered into under the
program by the person or legal entity.

‘(g) SPECIALTY CROP AND ORGANIC PRO-
DUCERS.—The Secretary shall ensure that
outreach and technical assistance are avail-
able, and program specifications are appro-
priate to enable specialty crop and organic
producers to participate in the program.

““(h) COORDINATION WITH ORGANIC CERTIFI-
CATION.—The Secretary shall establish a
transparent means by which producers may
initiate organic certification under the Or-
ganic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C.
6501 et seq.) while participating in a contract
under the program.

‘(i) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
promulgate regulations that—

‘(1) prescribe such other rules as the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary to ensure
a fair and reasonable application of the limi-
tations established under subsection (f); and

‘“(2) otherwise enable the Secretary to
carry out the program.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013.

(¢) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by
this section shall not affect the validity or
terms of any contract entered into by the
Secretary of Agriculture under subchapter B
of chapter 2 of subtitle D of title XII of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838d et
seq.) before October 1, 2013, or any payments
required to be made in connection with the
contract.

(2) CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.—
Funds made available under section
1241(a)(4) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3841(a)(4)) (as amended by section
2601(a) of this title) may be used to admin-
ister and make payments to program partici-
pants that enrolled into contracts during
any of fiscal years 2009 through 2013.

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality
Incentives Program
SEC. 2201. PURPOSES.

Section 1240 of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘and”’
at the end;
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(B) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C) and, in such subparagraph,
by inserting ‘‘and’ after the semicolon; and

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraph:

‘“(B) developing and improving wildlife
habitat; and’’;

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking *‘; and’’ and
inserting a period; and

(3) by striking paragraph (5).

SEC. 2202. ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRA-
TION.

Section 1240B of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-2) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘2014’ and
inserting ‘‘2018”’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking paragraph
(2) and inserting the following new para-
graph:

‘(2) TERM.—A contract under the program
shall have a term that does not exceed 10
years.”’;

(3) in subsection (d)(4)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, veteran
farmer or rancher (as defined in section
2601(e) of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C.
2279(e))),” before ‘‘or a beginning farmer or
rancher’; and

(B) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following new subparagraph:

‘(B) ADVANCE PAYMENTS.—

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not more than 50 percent
of the amount determined under subpara-
graph (A) may be provided in advance for the
purpose of purchasing materials or con-
tracting.

‘(ii) RETURN OF FUNDS.—If funds provided
in advance are not expended during the 90-
day period beginning on the date of receipt
of the funds, the funds shall be returned
within a reasonable time frame, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.”’;

(4) by striking subsection (f) and inserting
the following new subsection:

““(f) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING.—

‘(1) LivesTocK.—For each of fiscal years
2014 through 2018, at least 60 percent of the
funds made available for payments under the
program shall be targeted at practices relat-
ing to livestock production.

‘‘(2) WILDLIFE HABITAT.—For each of fiscal
years 2014 through 2018, 7.5 percent of the
funds made available for payments under the
program shall be targeted at practices bene-
fitting wildlife habitat.”’;

(5) in subsection (g)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED NATIVE AMERICAN
INDIAN TRIBES AND ALASKA NATIVE CORPORA-
TIONS’ and inserting ‘‘INDIAN TRIBES’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘federally recognized Na-
tive American Indian Tribes and Alaska Na-
tive Corporations (including their affiliated
membership organizations)” and inserting
“Indian tribes’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘or Native Corporation’;
and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

“(j) WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVE PRAC-
TICE.—The Secretary shall provide payments
to producers under the program for prac-
tices, including recurring practices for the
term of the contract, that support the res-
toration, development, protection, and im-
provement of wildlife habitat on eligible
land, including—

‘(1) upland wildlife habitat;

“(2) wetland wildlife habitat;

“(3) habitat for threatened and endangered
species;

‘“(4) fish habitat;

‘() habitat on pivot corners and other ir-
regular areas of a field; and

‘‘(6) other types of wildlife habitat, as de-
termined appropriate by the Secretary.
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(k) FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY IRRIGATION
ASSOCIATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into an alternative funding arrangement
with an eligible irrigation association if the
Secretary determines that—

““(A) the purposes of the program will be
met by such an arrangement; and

‘(B) statutory limitations regarding con-
tracts with individual producers will not be
exceeded by any member of the irrigation as-
sociation.

¢‘(2) ELIGIBLE IRRIGATION ASSOCIATIONS.—In
this subsection, the term ‘eligible irrigation
association’ means an irrigation association
that is—

‘“(A) comprised of producers; and

‘(B) a local government entity, but does
not have the authority to impose taxes or
levies.”.

SEC. 2203. EVALUATION OF APPLICATIONS.

Section 1240C(b) of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-3(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘environ-
mental’”’ and inserting ‘‘conservation’’; and

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘purpose of
the environmental quality incentives pro-
gram specified in section 1240(1)”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘purposes of the program’.

SEC. 2204. DUTIES OF PRODUCERS.

Section 1240D(2) of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-4(2)) is amended by
striking ‘‘farm, ranch, or forest’’ and insert-
ing “‘enrolled”.

SEC. 2205. LIMITATION ON PAYMENTS.

Section 1240G of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-7) is amended to read as
follows:

“SEC. 1240G. LIMITATION ON PAYMENTS.

““A person or legal entity may not receive,
directly or indirectly, cost-share or incen-
tive payments under this chapter that, in ag-
gregate, exceed $450,000 for all contracts en-
tered into under this chapter by the person
or legal entity during the period of fiscal
years 2014 through 2018, regardless of the
number of contracts entered into under this
chapter by the person or legal entity.”’.

SEC. 2206. CONSERVATION INNOVATION GRANTS
AND PAYMENTS.

Section 1240H of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-8) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking °;
and” and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘“(B) facilitate on-farm conservation re-
search and demonstration activities; and

‘“(F) facilitate pilot testing of new tech-
nologies or innovative conservation prac-
tices.”’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following new subsection:

‘“(b) REPORTING.—Not later than December
31, 2014, and every two years thereafter, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate and the Committee on Agriculture of
the House of Representatives a report on the
status of projects funded under this section,
including—

‘(1) funding awarded;

‘“(2) project results; and

““(3) incorporation of project findings, such
as new technology and innovative ap-
proaches, into the conservation efforts im-
plemented by the Secretary.”.

SEC. 2207. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
this subtitle shall take effect on October 1,
2013.

(b) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.—The
amendments made by this subtitle shall not
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affect the validity or terms of any contract
entered into by the Secretary of Agriculture
under chapter 4 of subtitle D of title XII of
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C.
3839aa et seq.) before October 1, 2013, or any
payments required to be made in connection
with the contract.
Subtitle D—Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program
SEC. 2301. AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASE-
MENT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Title XII of the Food
Security Act of 1985 is amended by adding at
the end the following new subtitle:

“Subtitle H—Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program
“SEC. 1265. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish an agricultural conservation ease-
ment program for the conservation of eligi-
ble land and natural resources through ease-
ments or other interests in land.

‘“(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pro-
gram are to—

‘(1) combine the purposes and coordinate
the functions of the wetlands reserve pro-
gram established under section 1237, the
grassland reserve program established under
section 1238N, and the farmland protection
program established under section 12381, as
such sections were in effect on September 30,
2013;

‘“(2) restore, protect, and enhance wetlands
on eligible land;

‘“(3) protect the agricultural use and re-
lated conservation values of eligible land by
limiting nonagricultural uses of that land;
and

‘“(4) protect grazing uses and related con-
servation values by restoring and conserving
eligible land.

“SEC. 1265A. DEFINITIONS.

“In this subtitle:

‘(1) AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENT.—The
term ‘agricultural land easement’ means an
easement or other interest in eligible land
that—

‘“(A) is conveyed for the purpose of pro-
tecting natural resources and the agricul-
tural nature of the land; and

‘(B) permits the landowner the right to
continue agricultural production and related
uses subject to an agricultural land ease-
ment plan, as approved by the Secretary.

‘(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means—

‘“(A) an agency of State or local govern-
ment or an Indian tribe (including a farm-
land protection board or land resource coun-
cil established under State law); or

‘(B) an organization that is—

‘(i) organized for, and at all times since
the formation of the organization has been
operated principally for, 1 or more of the
conservation purposes specified in clause (i),
(ii), (iii), or (iv) of section 170(h)(4)(A) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986;

‘“(ii) an organization described in section
501(c)(3) of that Code that is exempt from
taxation under section 501(a) of that Code; or

‘“(iii) described in—

‘() paragraph (1) or (2) of section 509(a) of
that Code; or

“(IT) section 509(a)(3) of that Code and is
controlled by an organization described in
section 509(a)(2) of that Code.

‘“(3) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘eligible
land’ means private or tribal land that is—

‘“(A) in the case of an agricultural land
easement, agricultural land, including land
on a farm or ranch—

‘(i) that is subject to a pending offer for
purchase of an agricultural land easement
from an eligible entity;

“(ii) that—

‘(I has prime, unique, or other productive
s0il;
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“(IT) contains historical or archaeological
resources; or

“‘(IIT) the protection of which will further a
State or local policy consistent with the pur-
poses of the program; and

¢“(iii) that is—

““(I) cropland;

““(IT) rangeland;

‘“(III) grassland or land that contains forbs,
or shrubland for which grazing is the pre-
dominate use;

“(IV) pastureland; or

(V) nonindustrial private forest land that
contributes to the economic viability of an
offered parcel or serves as a buffer to protect
such land from development;

‘(B) in the case of a wetland easement, a
wetland or related area, including—

‘(i) farmed or converted wetlands, to-
gether with adjacent land that is function-
ally dependent on that land, if the Secretary
determines it—

‘(1) is likely to be successfully restored in
a cost-effective manner; and

“(II) will maximize the wildlife benefits
and wetland functions and values, as deter-
mined by the Secretary in consultation with
the Secretary of the Interior at the local
level;

‘‘(ii) cropland or grassland that was used
for agricultural production prior to flooding
from the natural overflow of—

““(I) a closed basin lake and adjacent land
that is functionally dependent upon it, if the
State or other entity is willing to provide 50
percent share of the cost of an easement; and

“(II) a pothole and adjacent land that is
functionally dependent on it;

‘‘(iii) farmed wetlands and adjoining lands
that—

““(I) are enrolled in the conservation re-
serve program;

‘“(II) have the highest wetland functions
and values, as determined by the Secretary;
and

““(ITII) are likely to return to production
after they leave the conservation reserve
program;

“‘(iv) riparian areas that link wetlands that
are protected by easements or some other de-
vice that achieves the same purpose as an
easement; or

‘‘(v) other wetlands of an owner that would
not otherwise be eligible, if the Secretary de-
termines that the inclusion of such wetlands
in a wetland easement would significantly
add to the functional value of the easement;
or

‘(C) in the case of either an agricultural
land easement or wetland easement, other
land that is incidental to land described in
subparagraph (A) or (B), if the Secretary de-
termines that it is necessary for the efficient
administration of the easements under this
program.

‘‘(4) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means
the agricultural conservation easement pro-
gram established by this subtitle.

‘() WETLAND EASEMENT.—The term ‘wet-
land easement’ means a reserved interest in
eligible land that—

‘“(A) is defined and delineated in a deed;
and

‘(B) stipulates—

‘(i) the rights, title, and interests in land
conveyed to the Secretary; and

‘“(ii) the rights, title, and interests in land
that are reserved to the landowner.

“SEC. 1265B. AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENTS.

‘“‘(a) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTANCE.—The
Secretary shall facilitate and provide fund-
ing for—

‘(1) the purchase by eligible entities of ag-
ricultural land easements and other inter-
ests in eligible land; and

‘“(2) technical assistance to provide for the
conservation of natural resources pursuant
to an agricultural land easement plan.
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“‘(b) COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
tect the agricultural use, including grazing,
and related conservation values of eligible
land through cost-share assistance to eligi-
ble entities for purchasing agricultural land
easements.

“(2) SCOPE OF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE.—

‘““(A) FEDERAL SHARE.—An agreement de-
scribed in paragraph (4) shall provide for a
Federal share determined by the Secretary
of an amount not to exceed 50 percent of the
fair market value of the agricultural land
easement or other interest in land, as deter-
mined by the Secretary using—

‘(i) the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice;

‘‘(ii) an area-wide market analysis or sur-
vey; or

‘‘(iii) another industry-approved method.

‘(B) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Under the agreement,
the eligible entity shall provide a share that
is at least equivalent to that provided by the
Secretary.

¢‘(ii) SOURCE OF CONTRIBUTION.—An eligible
entity may include as part of its share a
charitable donation or qualified conserva-
tion contribution (as defined by section
170(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986)
from the private landowner if the eligible en-
tity contributes its own cash resources in an
amount that is at least 50 percent of the
amount contributed by the Secretary.

‘(C) EXCEPTION.—In the case of grassland
of special environmental significance, as de-
termined by the Secretary, the Secretary
may provide an amount not to exceed 75 per-
cent of the fair market value of the agricul-
tural land easement.

‘“(3) EVALUATION AND RANKING OF APPLICA-
TIONS.—

‘“(A) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish evaluation and ranking criteria to maxi-
mize the benefit of Federal investment under
the program.

‘“(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing the
criteria, the Secretary shall emphasize sup-
port for—

‘(i) protecting agricultural uses and re-
lated conservation values of the land; and

‘(ii) maximizing the protection of areas
devoted to agricultural use.

‘‘(C) BIDDING DOWN.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that 2 or more applications for cost-
share assistance are comparable in achieving
the purpose of the program, the Secretary
shall not assign a higher priority to any of
those applications solely on the basis of less-
er cost to the program.

‘“(4) AGREEMENTS WITH ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
enter into agreements with eligible entities
to stipulate the terms and conditions under
which the eligible entity is permitted to use
cost-share assistance provided under this
section.

‘“(B) LENGTH OF AGREEMENTS.—An agree-
ment shall be for a term that is—

‘(i) in the case of an eligible entity cer-
tified under the process described in para-
graph (5), a minimum of five years; and

‘“(ii) for all other eligible entities, at least
three, but not more than five years.

¢(C) MINIMUM TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—An
eligible entity shall be authorized to use its
own terms and conditions for agricultural
land easements so long as the Secretary de-
termines such terms and conditions—

‘‘(i) are consistent with the purposes of the
program;

‘“(ii) permit effective enforcement of the
conservation purposes of such easements;

‘‘(iii) include a right of enforcement for the
Secretary, that may be used only if the
terms of the easement are not enforced by
the holder of the easement;
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‘‘(iv) subject the land in which an interest
is purchased to an agricultural land ease-
ment plan that—

‘“(I) describes the activities which promote
the long-term viability of the land to meet
the purposes for which the easement was ac-
quired;

‘“(IT) requires the management of grass-
lands according to a grasslands management
plan; and

‘“(ITII) includes a conservation plan, where
appropriate, and requires, at the option of
the Secretary, the conversion of highly erod-
ible cropland to less intensive uses; and

‘“(v) include a limit on the impervious sur-
faces to be allowed that is consistent with
the agricultural activities to be conducted.

“(D) SUBSTITUTION OoF QUALIFIED
PROJECTS.—An agreement shall allow, upon
mutual agreement of the parties, substi-
tution of qualified projects that are identi-
fied at the time of the proposed substitution.

“(E) EFFECT OF VIOLATION.—If a violation
occurs of a term or condition of an agree-
ment under this subsection—

‘“(i) the Secretary may terminate the
agreement; and

‘“(ii) the Secretary may require the eligible
entity to refund all or part of any payments
received by the entity under the program,
with interest on the payments as determined
appropriate by the Secretary.

““(5) CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—

‘““(A) CERTIFICATION PROCESS.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a process under which
the Secretary may—

‘(1) directly certify eligible entities that
meet established criteria;

‘“(ii) enter into long-term agreements with
certified eligible entities; and

‘‘(iii) accept proposals for cost-share as-
sistance for the purchase of agricultural land
easements throughout the duration of such
agreements.

‘(B) CERTIFICATION CRITERIA.—In order to
be certified, an eligible entity shall dem-
onstrate to the Secretary that the entity
will maintain, at a minimum, for the dura-
tion of the agreement—

‘(i) a plan for administering easements
that is consistent with the purpose of this
subtitle;

‘‘(ii) the capacity and resources to monitor
and enforce agricultural land easements; and
‘(iii) policies and procedures to ensure—

(D) the long-term integrity of agricultural
land easements on eligible land;

“(II) timely completion of acquisitions of
such easements; and

‘“(ITIT) timely and complete evaluation and
reporting to the Secretary on the use of
funds provided under the program.

¢“(C) REVIEW AND REVISION.—

‘(i) REVIEW.—The Secretary shall conduct
a review of eligible entities certified under
subparagraph (A) every three years to ensure
that such entities are meeting the criteria
established under subparagraph (B).

‘“(ii) REVOCATION.—If the Secretary finds
that the certified eligible entity no longer
meets the criteria established under subpara-
graph (B), the Secretary may—

‘“(I) allow the certified eligible entity a
specified period of time, at a minimum 180
days, in which to take such actions as may
be necessary to meet the criteria; and

‘“(IT) revoke the certification of the eligible
entity, if, after the specified period of time,
the certified eligible entity does not meet
such criteria.

“(c) METHOD OF ENROLLMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall enroll eligible land under this
section through the use of—

‘(1) permanent easements; or

‘“(2) easements for the maximum duration
allowed under applicable State laws.
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‘(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary may provide technical assistance, if
requested, to assist in—

‘(1) compliance with the terms and condi-
tions of easements; and

‘(2) implementation of an agricultural
land easement plan.

“SEC. 1265C. WETLAND EASEMENTS.

‘“‘(a) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTANCE.—The
Secretary shall provide assistance to owners
of eligible land to restore, protect, and en-
hance wetlands through—

‘(1) wetland easements and related wet-
land easement plans; and

‘“(2) technical assistance.

““(b) EASEMENTS.—

‘(1) METHOD OF ENROLLMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall enroll eligible land under this
section through the use of—

““(A) 30-year easements;

‘(B) permanent easements;

‘“(C) easements for the maximum duration
allowed under applicable State laws; or

‘(D) as an option for Indian tribes only, 30-
year contracts (which shall be considered to
be 30-year easements for the purposes of this
subtitle).

*“(2) LIMITATIONS.—

‘‘(A) INELIGIBLE LAND.—The Secretary may
not acquire easements on—

‘(i) land established to trees under the
conservation reserve program, except in
cases where the Secretary determines it
would further the purposes of the program;
and

‘“(ii) farmed wetlands or converted wet-
lands where the conversion was not com-
menced prior to December 23, 1985.

‘(B) CHANGES IN OWNERSHIP.—No wetland
easement shall be created on land that has
changed ownership during the preceding 24-
month period unless—

‘(i) the new ownership was acquired by
will or succession as a result of the death of
the previous owner;

“(ii)(I) the ownership change occurred be-
cause of foreclosure on the land; and

“(IT) immediately before the foreclosure,
the owner of the land exercises a right of re-
demption from the mortgage holder in ac-
cordance with State law; or

‘“(iii) the Secretary determines that the
land was acquired under circumstances that
give adequate assurances that such land was
not acquired for the purposes of placing it in
the program.

¢(3) EVALUATION AND RANKING OF OFFERS.—

““(A) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish evaluation and ranking criteria to maxi-
mize the benefit of Federal investment under
the program.

‘“(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—When evaluating of-
fers from landowners, the Secretary may
consider—

‘(i) the conservation benefits of obtaining
a wetland easement, including the potential
environmental benefits if the land was re-
moved from agricultural production;

‘“(ii) the cost-effectiveness of each wetland
easement, so as to maximize the environ-
mental benefits per dollar expended;

‘“(iii) whether the landowner or another
person is offering to contribute financially
to the cost of the wetland easement to lever-
age Federal funds; and

‘‘(iv) such other factors as the Secretary
determines are necessary to carry out the
purposes of the program.

‘(C) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall place
priority on acquiring wetland easements
based on the value of the wetland easement
for protecting and enhancing habitat for mi-
gratory birds and other wildlife.

‘‘(4) AGREEMENT.—To be eligible to place
eligible land into the program through a
wetland easement, the owner of such land
shall enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary to—
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“‘(A) grant an easement on such land to the
Secretary;

‘“(B) authorize the implementation of a
wetland easement plan developed for the eli-
gible land under subsection (f);

‘“(C) create and record an appropriate deed
restriction in accordance with applicable
State law to reflect the easement agreed to;

‘(D) provide a written statement of con-
sent to such easement signed by those hold-
ing a security interest in the land;

‘““(E) comply with the terms and conditions
of the easement and any related agreements;
and

‘“(F) permanently retire any existing base
history for the land on which the easement
has been obtained.

¢“(5) TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF EASEMENT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A wetland easement
shall include terms and conditions that—

(1) permit—

““(I) repairs, improvements, and inspections
on the land that are necessary to maintain
existing public drainage systems; and

““(IT) owners to control public access on the
easement areas while identifying access
routes to be used for restoration activities
and management and easement monitoring;

¢(ii) prohibit—

“(I) the alteration of wildlife habitat and
other natural features of such land, unless
specifically authorized by the Secretary;

“‘(IT) the spraying of such land with chemi-
cals or the mowing of such land, except
where such spraying or mowing is authorized
by the Secretary or is necessary—

‘‘(aa) to comply with Federal or State nox-
ious weed control laws;

‘““(bb) to comply with a Federal or State
emergency pest treatment program; or

‘“‘(cc) to meet habitat needs of specific
wildlife species;

“(III) any activities to be carried out on
the owner’s or successor’s land that is imme-
diately adjacent to, and functionally related
to, the land that is subject to the easement
if such activities will alter, degrade, or oth-
erwise diminish the functional value of the
eligible land; and

“(IV) the adoption of any other practice
that would tend to defeat the purposes of the
program, as determined by the Secretary;

‘‘(iii) provide for the efficient and effective
establishment of wildlife functions and val-
ues; and

‘‘(iv) include such additional provisions as
the Secretary determines are desirable to
carry out the program or facilitate the prac-
tical administration thereof.

‘“(B) VIOLATION.—On the violation of the
terms or conditions of a wetland easement,
the wetland easement shall remain in force
and the Secretary may require the owner to
refund all or part of any payments received
by the owner under the program, together
with interest thereon as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary.

‘‘(C) COMPATIBLE USES.—Land subject to a
wetland easement may be used for compat-
ible economic uses, including such activities
as hunting and fishing, managed timber har-
vest, or periodic haying or grazing, if such
use is specifically permitted by the wetland
easement plan developed for the land under
subsection (f) and is consistent with the
long-term protection and enhancement of
the wetland resources for which the ease-
ment was established.

‘(D) RESERVATION OF GRAZING RIGHTS.—The
Secretary may include in the terms and con-
ditions of a wetland easement a provision
under which the owner reserves grazing
rights if—

‘(i) the Secretary determines that the res-
ervation and use of the grazing rights—

‘(D is compatible with the land subject to
the easement;
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‘“(IT) is consistent with the historical nat-
ural uses of the land and the long-term pro-
tection and enhancement goals for which the
easement was established; and

‘(III) complies with the wetland easement
plan developed for the land under subsection
(f); and

‘“(ii) the agreement provides for a commen-
surate reduction in the easement payment to
account for the grazing value, as determined
by the Secretary.

‘(6) COMPENSATION.—

‘“‘(A) DETERMINATION.—

‘“(i) PERMANENT EASEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall pay as compensation for a per-
manent wetland easement acquired under
the program an amount necessary to encour-
age enrollment in the program, based on the
lowest of—

‘“(I) the fair market value of the land, as
determined by the Secretary, using the Uni-
form Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice or an area-wide market analysis or
survey;

‘“(IT) the amount corresponding to a geo-
graphical cap, as determined by the Sec-
retary in regulations; or

‘“(IIT1) the offer made by the landowner.

‘(i) 30-YEAR EASEMENTS.—Compensation
for a 30-year wetland easement shall be not
less than 50 percent, but not more than 75
percent, of the compensation that would be
paid for a permanent wetland easement.

‘(B) FORM OF PAYMENT.—Compensation for
a wetland easement shall be provided by the
Secretary in the form of a cash payment, in
an amount determined under subparagraph
(A).

¢“(C) PAYMENT SCHEDULE.—

‘(i) EASEMENTS VALUED AT $500,000 OR
LESS.—For wetland easements valued at
$5600,000 or less, the Secretary may provide
easement payments in not more than 10 an-
nual payments.

‘(i) EASEMENTS VALUED AT MORE THAN
$500,000.—For wetland easements valued at
more than $500,000, the Secretary may pro-
vide easement payments in at least 5, but
not more than 10 annual payments, except
that, if the Secretary determines it would
further the purposes of the program, the Sec-
retary may make a lump-sum payment for
such an easement.

““(c) EASEMENT RESTORATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide financial assistance to owners of eligi-
ble land to carry out the establishment of
conservation measures and practices and
protect wetland functions and values, includ-
ing necessary maintenance activities, as set
forth in a wetland easement plan developed
for the eligible land under subsection (f).

‘“(2) PAYMENTS.—The Secretary shall—

‘“(A) in the case of a permanent wetland
easement, pay an amount that is not less
than 75 percent, but not more than 100 per-
cent, of the eligible costs, as determined by
the Secretary; and

‘“(B) in the case of a 30-year wetland ease-
ment, pay an amount that is not less than 50
percent, but not more than 75 percent, of the
eligible costs, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

¢“(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall as-
sist owners in complying with the terms and
conditions of wetland easements.

‘“(2) CONTRACTS OR AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may enter into 1 or more contracts
with private entities or agreements with a
State, non-governmental organization, or In-
dian tribe to carry out necessary restora-
tion, enhancement, or maintenance of a wet-
land easement if the Secretary determines
that the contract or agreement will advance
the purposes of the program.

‘“(e) WETLAND ENHANCEMENT OPTION.—The
Secretary may enter into 1 or more agree-
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ments with a State (including a political
subdivision or agency of a State), nongovern-
mental organization, or Indian tribe to carry
out a special wetland enhancement option
that the Secretary determines would ad-
vance the purposes of program.

““(f) ADMINISTRATION.—

‘(1) WETLAND EASEMENT PLAN.—The Sec-
retary shall develop a wetland easement plan
for eligible lands subject to a wetland ease-
ment, which shall include practices and ac-
tivities necessary to restore, protect, en-
hance, and maintain the enrolled lands.

*“(2) DELEGATION OF EASEMENT ADMINISTRA-
TION.—The Secretary may delegate—

““(A) any of the easement management,
monitoring, and enforcement responsibilities
of the Secretary to other Federal or State
agencies that have the appropriate author-
ity, expertise, and resources necessary to
carry out such delegated responsibilities;
and

‘(B) any of the easement management re-
sponsibilities of the Secretary to other con-
servation organizations if the Secretary de-
termines the organization has the appro-
priate expertise and resources.

““(3) PAYMENTS.—

““(A) TIMING OF PAYMENTS.—The Secretary
shall provide payment for obligations in-
curred by the Secretary under this section—

‘(i) with respect to any easement restora-
tion obligation under subsection (c¢), as soon
as possible after the obligation is incurred;
and

¢(ii) with respect to any annual easement
payment obligation incurred by the Sec-
retary, as soon as possible after October 1 of
each calendar year.

‘“(B) PAYMENTS TO OTHERS.—If an owner
who is entitled to a payment under this sec-
tion dies, becomes incompetent, is otherwise
unable to receive such payment, or is suc-
ceeded by another person or entity who ren-
ders or completes the required performance,
the Secretary shall make such payment, in
accordance with regulations prescribed by
the Secretary and without regard to any
other provision of law, in such manner as the
Secretary determines is fair and reasonable
in light of all of the circumstances.

“SEC. 1265D. ADMINISTRATION.

‘‘(a) INELIGIBLE LAND.—The Secretary may
not use program funds for the purposes of ac-
quiring an easement on—

‘(1) lands owned by an agency of the
United States, other than land held in trust
for Indian tribes;

‘(2) lands owned in fee title by a State, in-
cluding an agency or a subdivision of a
State, or a unit of local government;

‘“(3) land subject to an easement or deed re-
striction which, as determined by the Sec-
retary, provides similar protection as would
be provided by enrollment in the program; or

‘“(4) lands where the purposes of the pro-
gram would be undermined due to on-site or
off-site conditions, such as risk of hazardous
substances, proposed or existing rights of
way, infrastructure development, or adjacent
land uses.

““(b) PRIORITY.—In evaluating applications
under the program, the Secretary may give
priority to land that is currently enrolled in
the conservation reserve program in a con-
tract that is set to expire within 1 year and—

‘(1) in the case of an agricultural land
easement, is grassland that would benefit
from protection under a long-term easement;
and

‘‘(2) in the case of a wetland easement, is a
wetland or related area with the highest
functions and value and is likely to return to
production after the land leaves the con-
servation reserve program.

““(c) SUBORDINATION, EXCHANGE, MODIFICA-
TION, AND TERMINATION.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may sub-
ordinate, exchange, modify, or terminate
any interest in land, or portion of such inter-
est, administered by the Secretary, either di-
rectly or on behalf of the Commodity Credit
Corporation under the program if the Sec-
retary determines that—

‘“(A) it is in the Federal Government’s in-
terest to subordinate, exchange, modify, or
terminate the interest in land;

‘“(B) the subordination, exchange, modi-
fication, or termination action—

‘(i) will address a compelling public need
for which there is no practicable alternative;
or

‘‘(ii) such action will further the practical
administration of the program; and

“(C) the subordination, exchange, modi-
fication, or termination action will result in
comparable conservation value and equiva-
lent or greater economic value to the United
States.

‘“(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall
work with the owner, and eligible entity if
applicable, to address any subordination, ex-
change, modification, or termination of the
interest, or portion of such interest, in land.

“(3) NOTICE.—At least 90 days before taking
any termination action described in para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall provide written
notice of such action to the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate.

“(d) LAND ENROLLED IN CONSERVATION RE-
SERVE PROGRAM.—The Secretary may termi-
nate or modify a contract entered into under
section 1231(a) if eligible land that is subject
to such contract is transferred into the pro-
gram.

‘“(e) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL LAND EASEMENTS.—Of the funds made
available under section 1241 to carry out the
program for a fiscal year, the Secretary
shall, to the extent practicable, use for agri-
cultural land easements—

‘(1) no less than 40 percent in each of fiscal
years 2014 through 2017; and

‘“(2) no less than 50 percent in fiscal year
2018.7".

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Before an eligible entity or owner of
eligible land may receive assistance under
subtitle H of title XII of the Food Security
Act of 1985, the eligible entity or person shall
agree, during the crop year for which the as-
sistance is provided and in exchange for the
assistance—

(1) to comply with applicable conservation
requirements under subtitle B of title XII of
that Act (16 U.S.C. 3811 et seq.); and

(2) to comply with applicable wetland pro-
tection requirements under subtitle C of
title XII of that Act (16 U.S.C. 3821 et seq.).

(c) CROSS REFERENCE; CALCULATION.—Sec-
tion 1244 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3844) is amended—

(1) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘“‘and’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (A);

(ii) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of sub-
paragraph (B); and

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C);

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(2) the agricultural conservation ease-
ment program established under subtitle H;
and’’; and

(2) in subsection (f)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘pro-
grams administered under subchapters B and
C of chapter 1 of subtitle D’ and inserting
‘“‘conservation reserve program established
under subchapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D
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and wetland easements under section 1265C"’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘“‘an
easement acquired under subchapter C of
chapter 1 of subtitle D” and inserting ‘‘a
wetland easement under section 1265C’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(6) CALCULATION.—In calculating the per-
centages described in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall include any acreage that was in-
cluded in calculations of percentages made
under such paragraph, as in effect on Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and that remains enrolled
when the calculation is made after that date
under paragraph (1).”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013.

Subtitle E—Regional Conservation
Partnership Program
SEC. 2401. REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNER-
SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XII of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 is amended by inserting
after subtitle H, as added by section 2301, the
following new subtitle:

“Subtitle I—Regional Conservation
Partnership Program
“SEC. 1271. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.

‘“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a regional conservation partnership
program to implement eligible activities on
eligible land through—

‘(1) partnership agreements with eligible
partners; and

‘“(2) contracts with producers.

‘“(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pro-
gram are as follows:

‘(1) To use covered programs to accom-
plish purposes and functions similar to those
of the following programs, as in effect on
September 30, 2013:

‘“(A) The agricultural water enhancement
program established under section 12401.

‘(B) The Chesapeake Bay watershed pro-
gram established under section 1240Q.

““(C) The cooperative conservation partner-
ship initiative established under section 1243.

‘(D) The Great Lakes basin program for
soil erosion and sediment control established
under section 1240P.

‘“(2) To further the conservation, restora-
tion, and sustainable use of soil, water, wild-
life, and related natural resources on eligible
land on a regional or watershed scale.

“(3) To encourage eligible partners to co-
operate with producers in—

“(A) meeting or avoiding the need for na-
tional, State, and local natural resource reg-
ulatory requirements related to production
on eligible land; and

“(B) implementing projects that will result
in the carrying out of eligible activities that
affect multiple agricultural or nonindustrial
private forest operations on a local, regional,
State, or multistate basis.

“SEC. 1271A. DEFINITIONS.

“In this subtitle:

‘(1) COVERED PROGRAM.—The term ‘covered
program’ means the following:

‘“(A) The agricultural conservation ease-
ment program.

‘(B) The environmental quality incentives
program.

‘“(C) The conservation stewardship pro-
gram.

‘(D) The healthy forests reserve program
established under section 501 of the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C.
6571).

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITY.—The term ‘eligible
activity’ means any of the following con-
servation activities:

“(A) Water quality or quantity conserva-
tion, restoration, or enhancement projects
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relating to surface water and groundwater
resources, including—

‘‘(i) the conversion of irrigated cropland to
the production of less water-intensive agri-
cultural commodities or dryland farming; or

‘‘(ii) irrigation system improvement and
irrigation efficiency enhancement.

‘(B) Drought mitigation.

“(C) Flood prevention.

‘(D) Water retention.

‘““(E) Air quality improvement.

‘“(F') Habitat conservation, restoration, and
enhancement.

‘(G) Erosion control and sediment reduc-
tion.

‘“‘(H) Other related activities that the Sec-
retary determines will help achieve con-
servation benefits.

““(3) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘eligible
land’ means land on which agricultural com-
modities, livestock, or forest-related prod-
ucts are produced, including—

‘“(A) cropland;

‘(B) grassland;

“(C) rangeland;

‘(D) pastureland;

‘“‘(E) nonindustrial private forest land; and

‘““(F) other land incidental to agricultural
production (including wetlands and riparian
buffers) on which significant natural re-
source issues could be addressed under the
program.

‘“(4) ELIGIBLE PARTNER.—The term ‘eligible
partner’ means any of the following:

““(A) An agricultural or silvicultural pro-
ducer association or other group of pro-
ducers.

‘“(B) A State or unit of local government.

‘(C) An Indian tribe.

‘(D) A farmer cooperative.

‘“(E) A water district, irrigation district,
rural water district or association, or other
organization with specific water delivery au-
thority to producers on agricultural land.

‘(F) An institution of higher education.

‘(&) An organization or entity with an es-
tablished history of working cooperatively
with producers on agricultural land, as de-
termined by the Secretary, to address—

‘“(i) local conservation priorities related to
agricultural production, wildlife habitat de-
velopment, or nonindustrial private forest
land management; or

‘“(ii) critical watershed-scale soil erosion,
water quality, sediment reduction, or other
natural resource issues.

‘“(5) PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT.—The term
‘partnership agreement’ means an agreement
entered into under section 1271B between the
Secretary and an eligible partner.

‘“(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means
the regional conservation partnership pro-
gram established by this subtitle.

“SEC. 1271B. REGIONAL CONSERVATION PART-
NERSHIPS.

‘(a) PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS AUTHOR-
1ZED.—The Secretary may enter into a part-
nership agreement with an eligible partner
to implement a project that will assist pro-
ducers with installing and maintaining an el-
igible activity on eligible land.

‘“(b) LENGTH.—A Dpartnership agreement
shall be for a period not to exceed 5 years,
except that the Secretary may extend the
agreement one time for up to 12 months
when an extension is necessary to meet the
objectives of the program.

““(c) DUTIES OF PARTNERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Under a partnership
agreement, the eligible partner shall—

““(A) define the scope of a project, includ-
ing—

‘(i) the eligible activities to be imple-
mented;

‘(ii) the potential agricultural or non-
industrial private forest land operations af-
fected;
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¢(iii) the local, State, multistate, or other
geographic area covered; and

‘‘(iv) the planning, outreach, implementa-
tion, and assessment to be conducted;

‘(B) conduct outreach to producers for po-
tential participation in the project;

“(C) at the request of a producer, act on
behalf of a producer participating in the
project in applying for assistance under sec-
tion 1271C;

‘(D) leverage financial or technical assist-
ance provided by the Secretary with addi-
tional funds to help achieve the project ob-
jectives;

‘“(E) conduct an assessment of the project’s
effects; and

‘“(F) at the conclusion of the project, re-
port to the Secretary on its results and funds
leveraged.

‘“(2) CONTRIBUTION.—An eligible partner
shall provide a significant portion of the
overall costs of the scope of the project that
is the subject of the agreement entered into
under subsection (a), as determined by the
Secretary.

“(d) APPLICATIONS.—

‘(1) COMPETITIVE PROCESS.—The Secretary
shall conduct a competitive process to select
applications for partnership agreements and
may assess and rank applications with simi-
lar conservation purposes as a group.

‘“(2) CRITERIA USED.—In carrying out the
process described in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall make public the criteria used in
evaluating applications.

‘“(3) CONTENT.—An application to the Sec-
retary shall include a description of—

‘“(A) the scope of the project, as described
in subsection (¢)(1)(A);

‘“(B) the plan for monitoring, evaluating,
and reporting on progress made toward
achieving the project’s objectives;

‘(C) the program resources requested for
the project, including the covered programs
to be used and estimated funding needed
from the Secretary;

‘(D) eligible partners collaborating to
achieve project objectives, including their
roles, responsibilities, capabilities, and fi-
nancial contribution; and

‘“(E) any other elements the Secretary con-
siders necessary to adequately evaluate and
competitively select applications for funding
under the program.

“(4) PRIORITY TO CERTAIN APPLICATIONS.—
The Secretary may give a higher priority to
applications that—

“‘(A) assist producers in meeting or avoid-
ing the need for a natural resource regu-
latory requirement;

“(B) have a high percentage of eligible pro-
ducers in the area to be covered by the
agreement;

‘(C) significantly leverage non-Federal fi-
nancial and technical resources and coordi-
nate with other local, State, or national ef-
forts;

‘(D) deliver high percentages of applied
conservation to address conservation prior-
ities or regional, State, or national conserva-
tion initiatives;

‘“(BE) provide innovation in conservation
methods and delivery, including outcome-
based performance measures and methods; or

‘“(F) meet other factors that are important
for achieving the purposes of the program, as
determined by the Secretary.

“SEC. 1271C. ASSISTANCE TO PRODUCERS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
enter into contracts with producers to pro-
vide financial and technical assistance to—

‘(1) producers participating in a project
with an eligible partner, as described in sec-
tion 1271B; or

‘(2) producers that fit within the scope of
a project described in section 1271B or a crit-
ical conservation area designated under sec-
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tion 1271F, but who are seeking to imple-
ment an eligible activity on eligible land
independent of a partner.

“(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—

‘(1) CONSISTENCY WITH PROGRAM RULES.—
Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary shall ensure that the terms and condi-
tions of a contract under this section are
consistent with the applicable rules of the
covered programs to be used as part of the
project, as described in the application under
section 1271B(d)(3)(C).

‘(2) ADJUSTMENTS.—Except with respect to
statutory program requirements governing
appeals, payment limitations, and conserva-
tion compliance, the Secretary may adjust
the discretionary program rules of a covered
program—

“(A) to provide a simplified application
and evaluation process; and

‘(B) to better reflect unique local cir-
cumstances and purposes if the Secretary de-
termines such adjustments are necessary to
achieve the purposes of the program.

“(c) PAYMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with stat-
utory requirements of the covered programs
involved, the Secretary may make payments
to a producer in an amount determined by
the Secretary to be necessary to achieve the
purposes of the program.

“(2) PAYMENTS TO PRODUCERS IN STATES
WITH WATER QUANTITY CONCERNS.—The Sec-
retary may provide payments to producers
participating in a project that addresses
water quantity concerns for a period of five
years in an amount sufficient to encourage
conversion from irrigated farming to dryland
farming.

‘“(3) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—To assist in the
implementation of the program, the Sec-
retary may waive the applicability of the
limitation in section 1001D(b)(2) of this Act
for participating producers if the Secretary
determines that the waiver is necessary to
fulfill the objectives of the program.

“SEC. 1271D. FUNDING.

‘“(a) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—The Sec-
retary shall use $100,000,000 of the funds of
the Commodity Credit Corporation for each
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018 to carry out
the program.

“(b) DURATION OF AVAILABILITY.—Funds
made available under subsection (a) shall re-
main available until expended.

“‘(c) ADDITIONAL FUNDING AND ACRES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the funds
made available under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall reserve 6 percent of the funds
and acres made available for a covered pro-
gram for each of fiscal years 2014 through
2018 in order to ensure additional resources
are available to carry out this program.

““(2) UNUSED FUNDS AND ACRES.—Any funds
or acres reserved under paragraph (1) for a
fiscal year from a covered program that are
not obligated under this program by April 1
of that fiscal year shall be returned for use
under the covered program.

¢(d) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING.—Of the funds
and acres made available for the program
under subsections (a) and (c), the Secretary
shall allocate—

‘(1) 25 percent of the funds and acres to
projects based on a State competitive proc-
ess administered by the State Conserva-
tionist, with the advice of the State tech-
nical committee established under subtitle
G;

‘“(2) 50 percent of the funds and acres to
projects based on a national competitive
process to be established by the Secretary;
and

‘“(3) 256 percent of the funds and acres to
projects for the critical conservation areas
designated under section 1271F.

‘“‘(e) LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.—None of the funds made available
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under the program may be used to pay for
the administrative expenses of eligible part-
ners.

“SEC. 1271E. ADMINISTRATION.

‘‘(a) DISCLOSURE.—In addition to the cri-
teria used in evaluating applications as de-
scribed in section 1271B(d)(2), the Secretary
shall make publicly available information on
projects selected through the competitive
process described in section 1271B(d)(1).

“‘(b) REPORTING.—Not later than December
31, 2014, and every two years thereafter, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report on
the status of projects funded under the pro-
gram, including—

‘(1) the number and types of eligible part-
ners and producers participating in the part-
nership agreements selected;

‘(2) the number of producers receiving as-
sistance; and

““(3) total funding committed to projects,
including from Federal and non-Federal re-
sources.

“SEC. 1271F. CRITICAL CONSERVATION AREAS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In administering funds
under section 1271D(d)(3), the Secretary shall
select applications for partnership agree-
ments and producer contracts within critical
conservation areas designated under this sec-
tion.

“(b) CRITICAL CONSERVATION AREA DES-
IGNATIONS.—

‘(1) PRIORITY.—In designating critical con-
servation areas under this section, the Sec-
retary shall give priority to geographical
areas based on the degree to which the geo-
graphical area—

““(A) includes multiple States with signifi-
cant agricultural production;

‘“(B) is covered by an existing regional,
State, binational, or multistate agreement
or plan that has established objectives,
goals, and work plans and is adopted by a
Federal, State, or regional authority;

¢“(C) would benefit from water quality im-
provement, including through reducing ero-
sion, promoting sediment control, and ad-
dressing nutrient management activities af-
fecting large bodies of water of regional, na-
tional, or international significance;

‘(D) would benefit from water quantity
improvement, including improvement relat-
ing to—

‘(i) groundwater, surface water, aquifer, or
other water sources; or

‘“(ii) a need to promote water retention and
flood prevention; or

‘““(E) contains producers that need assist-
ance in meeting or avoiding the need for a
natural resource regulatory requirement
that could have a negative economic impact
on agricultural operations within the area.

‘(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not
designate more than 8 geographical areas as
critical conservation areas under this sec-
tion.

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall administer
any partnership agreement or producer con-
tract under this section in a manner that is
consistent with the terms of the program.

*(2) RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ACTIVITY.—
The Secretary shall, to