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build and strength democracy and freedom for
all Egyptians.

AMERICAN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE IN EGYPT,
July 7, 2013.

As Americans celebrated their Independ-
ence Day and reminded the world of the val-
ues of democracy based on the principles of
inclusiveness, respect for the rights of mi-
norities and equality for all, millions of
Egyptians went to the streets, throughout
the country, to demand their own democracy
and the right to a better life and a better
Egypt.

The historic developments that began June
30 included widespread demonstrations
across Egypt’s governorates involving more
than 25 million Egyptians. The protests vast-
ly exceeded the numbers that ignited the
January 25th Revolution in 2011, and is be-
lieved to have been the largest peaceful dem-
onstration in world history. This citizen-led
‘“‘coup for democracy’ was a genuine reflec-
tion of the fact that the peoples’ desire for
real democratic change remained unfulfilled.

The popular demonstrations, according to
many Egyptians, stemmed from flagrant vio-
lations of democratic principles, starting
with then President Mohamed Morsi’s con-
stitutional declaration in November 2012, in
which he effectively declared himself above
the law. Egypt’s first democratically-elected
president, whom we genuinely hoped would
be a president for all Egyptians, wantonly
expanded his powers and focused on imple-
menting an ideological agenda rather than
addressing the serious economic crisis facing
the country. He deliberately blocked the cre-
ation of a constitution that guaranteed
checks and balances and provided equality
for all. The president’s refusal to com-
promise and his gross mismanagement of
government affairs jeopardized the stability
of the region’s most populous nation and di-
rectly affected its crucial strategic role.

It is important to note that it was not eco-
nomic failures that precipitated the dem-
onstrations of June 30, but rather, the vast
majority of demonstrators saw a blatant at-
tempt by the government to reshape Egypt’s
complex, multi-variant, pluralistic culture
by dismantling the judiciary, suppressing
the independent media, repressing freedom
of speech and dissent and refusing to recog-
nize the rights of minorities and women. The
Egyptian people demanded these rights and
values following the January 25 revolution,
but they were dismissed and ignored by the
government that came to power.

The American Chamber of Commerce in
Egypt is the leading business association in
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Egypt and the Middle East with over 1,800
members. For over 35 years, we have pro-
moted business relations between the United
States and Egypt, during which time we
have built a strong network of business lead-
ers, Members of Congress and their staffs, ex-
ecutive branch officials, and other decision
and policy makers in Egypt and the United
States. Today, AmCham is communicating a
message to its network of friends and busi-
ness partners.

All of AmCham’s members share a commit-
ment to a strong U.S.-Egypt relationship at
all levels and an Egyptian economy based on
a free market, opportunities for youth, job
creation, better education, entrepreneurship
and active participation in the global econ-
omy. At this critical juncture, we believe
that Egypt’s relationship with the United
States is critical to the long-term success of
Egypt’s revolutionary process and beyond.
We therefore believe it is imperative that
the United States:

acknowledge that June 30 was a ‘‘people’s
revolution” and nothing else;

support the transitional plan for new, free,
transparent multi-party elections;

provide leadership in the international
community to mobilize the economic assist-
ance that Egypt requires in the short-term
to stabilize its economy;

initiate a sustained high-level economic
dialogue with Egypt designed to create the
conditions for long term, private-sector led
growth;

encourage U.S. businesses to
Egypt.

A strong, stable, moderate and truly demo-
cratic Egypt is in the best interest of both
countries, and those interests would be ad-
versely affected if current U.S. policymakers
elect to disengage from Egypt and its people
in their quest for true democracy or reduce
current levels of support for the Egyptian
military. Over the past two years, many of
the largest U.S. multinationals who are ac-
tive members of AmCham (including many
Fortune 500 companies) have remained en-
gaged in and committed to Egypt. They are
bullish on Egypt’s future and its future pros-
pects. They are confident that the Egyptian
people will settle for nothing less than a real
democracy and an economy that offers op-
portunity for all.

In that spirit, and during this difficult pe-
riod in Egypt’s history, AmCham appreciates
the support you have offered Egypt over
many years and looks forward to stronger
business ties between Egypt and the United
States that are based on mutual respect and
understanding. Most importantly, we appre-
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ciate your continuous and invaluable sup-
port to Egypt and the Egyptian people.
Sincerely,
BOARD OF GOVERNORS,
The American Chamber
of Commerce in Egypt.

HONORING MAX DORIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Max Doria of Vallejo,
California.

Mr. Doria has been a dedicated community
volunteer for two decades. For the last 16
years, he has served as the Vice President of
the Filipino Community of Solano County, Inc.
(FCSC). The FCSC is one of the oldest Fili-
pino organizations in Vallejo, and provides nu-
merous services to its members and the com-
munity-at-large. He was also the past presi-
dent of Sekder Day Pangasinan, another im-
portant local Filipino organization serving
former residents of that Philippine Province.

Mr. Doria is a veteran who faithfully served
our country in the United States Navy. After
his retirement, he continued to work with other
Navy and military retirees as a board member
of the Filipino American Retired U.S. Armed
Forces Association (FARASUFU).

Together with his son Mel, Mr. Doria oper-
ated Doria Protective Services. He often do-
nated his time and resources to provide secu-
rity for community events. Doria Protective
Services is the official security company for
the very popular Pista sa Nayon Filipino Fes-
tival on the Vallejo Waterfront each June. He
and his staff were responsible for the safety of
over 30,000 festival attendees.

Mr. Doria is the building manager for the
new Filipino Community Center in Vallejo,
which just celebrated its grand opening last
May. He is married to Dolly Doria. They have
one son Mel, and three grandchildren, Andy,
Alexis and Alex.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rise and cele-
brate the accomplishments of Max Doria and
to offer him and his family our appreciation for
his many years of community service.
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