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The Ammonoosuc River provided a 

natural source of power for mills and 
factories that bolstered Lisbon’s indus-
try and helped it grow into a bustling 
town. At one time, Lisbon’s Parker 
Young Company was the largest manu-
facturer of piano sounding boards in 
the world. Lisbon was also the first site 
in New Hampshire to have a ski rope 
tow. 

Many of Lisbon’s residents are de-
scended from the town’s original set-
tlers and feel a strong commitment to 
preserving their town’s history. Lisbon 
proudly honors New Hampshire’s State 
flower during its annual Lilac Festival, 
held every Memorial Day weekend. Lis-
bon is also known for its public library, 
which houses nearly 10,000 volumes and 
serves neighboring towns Lyman and 
Landaff. On August 10, 2013, Lisbon 
residents and friends will come to-
gether to commemorate their 250th an-
niversary with music and community 
events to celebrate their past, present 
and future. 

I wish the town of Lisbon a wonderful 
celebration and congratulate its citi-
zens on this milestone in New Hamp-
shire history.∑ 

f 

NEW BOSTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish today to honor the town of New 
Boston, NH, which celebrates its 250th 
anniversary this year. As its name sug-
gests, New Boston’s long and admirable 
history bridges that of New Hampshire 
and our neighbor Massachusetts. 

New Boston’s first settlers came 
north in search of new opportunity. 
The land was originally granted in 1736 
by the regional governor of Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire, Jonathan 
Belcher. Records show that locals had 
originally planned to christen the town 
‘‘Lanestown,’’ but over time referred to 
the property as New Boston in honor of 
their former home. From 1736 until 
1763, New Boston was legally part of 
Massachusetts; but during the course 
of those 30 years, the original grantees 
failed to establish a proper claim. In 
1763, New Boston was formally incor-
porated and recognized as part of New 
Hampshire by Governor Benning Went-
worth. 

From its first census, we know that 
New Boston’s residents quickly estab-
lished a bustling community, building 
a lumber mill and clearing 200 acres of 
land. By the early 19th century, New 
Boston boasted 16 school houses, a bark 
mill, clothing mills, over 25 saw mills 
and even a tavern to host both trav-
elers and townsfolk after a long day. 
Unfortunately, many documents de-
picting New Boston’s origins were de-
stroyed by the Great Village Fire of 
1887, which ravaged the town and set 
over 40 of its buildings ablaze. New 
Boston’s residents were undeterred by 
this tragedy, taking stock and quickly 
rebuilding their industrial center. 

By 1893, New Boston had a railroad 
station, allowing merchants to move 
goods and services through their town 

into Massachusetts and further north-
east. In the 1940s, New Boston became 
the proud home of two military insti-
tutions: the Gravity Research Founda-
tion, which conducted research in 
hopes of creating a gravitational 
shielding system, and the New Boston 
Air Force Station, which tracks mili-
tary satellites. 

New Boston continues to inspire our 
State with its industrious and creative 
spirit. There is much to celebrate in 
New Boston’s 250 years, and I am sure 
that the next 250 years will be equally 
or even more successful.∑ 
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PLYMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish to congratulate the town of Plym-
outh, NH on their 250th anniversary. 

Plymouth sits at the geographic cen-
ter of New Hampshire on the west bank 
of the Pemigewasset River. Gov. 
Benning Wentworth granted this plot 
of land to returning soldiers from the 
French and Indian War and named it 
New Plymouth, after the original 
Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts. 
Plymouth’s unparalleled views of 
mountains, fields and forests provide a 
stunning backdrop to a bustling town 
noted for its focus on industry and edu-
cation, as well as its historical signifi-
cance. 

Plymouth’s educational commitment 
began with its earliest settlers, whose 
children were predominantly literate. 
This devotion to education continues 
today through Plymouth State Univer-
sity, one of the area’s oldest and finest 
institutions that counts Poet Laureate 
Robert Frost as a former faculty mem-
ber. Every September, the Plymouth 
population doubles from 4,000 to 8,000 
as students return to campus to take 
advantage of the rich opportunities of-
fered at this university. 

Plymouth was originally an indus-
trial center known for its buck glove 
industry, its farming and its logging 
industry. It was also home to Draper 
and Maynard, a renowned sporting 
goods purveyor that supplied baseball 
gloves to Babe Ruth and his Boston 
Red Sox teammates. 

Plymouth’s strong tourism and ski-
ing tradition dates back to the 1930s, 
when the once ubiquitous snow trains 
brought hundreds of skiers from Bos-
ton and other cities to the slopes of the 
White Mountains. Plymouth has taken 
great strides to preserve this history 
and heritage through the recently 
opened Museum of the White Moun-
tains, which houses treasured art and 
artifacts from more than a century 
ago. The town continues to attract 
tourists hoping to see a quintessential 
New England town in action and re-
mains a popular year-round destination 
for camping, hiking and winter sports. 

I congratulate Plymouth on its 250th 
anniversary and wish all its citizens a 
joyous year of celebration of their 
proud history.∑ 

SANDWISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish to honor the town of Sandwich, 
NH, on the occasion of its 250th anni-
versary. 

Sandwich is a quintessential New 
England village between the foothills 
of the White Mountains and breath-
taking Squam Lake. Sandwich was 
chartered in 1763 by Governor Benning 
Wentworth and named for John 
Montagu, the 4th Earl of Sandwich. 
Lord Sandwich held various distin-
guished positions in British politics 
and its military, but is perhaps best 
known for his purported invention of a 
slice of meat between two slices of 
bread to sustain him while playing 
cards. 

Sandwich’s land would later double 
in size due to many concerns that the 
original grant was too inaccessible for 
a permanent settlement. In fact, from 
this expansion, Sandwich remains one 
of the largest towns in New Hampshire 
today. The first settlers arrived 4 years 
later, and by the early 19th Century 
the town of Sandwich had grown from 
uncharted wilderness into a bustling 
community of farms, schools, churches, 
traders, and artisans. 

Sandwich’s local fair is a wonderful 
New Hampshire tradition that cele-
brated its 100th anniversary last year. 
The Sandwich Fair has origins as far 
back as 1886, when local farmers gath-
ered together to show off their live-
stock in hopes of drawing a crowd to 
trade and sell their goods. The event 
quickly grew to include community 
events such as band performances, 
beautiful baby contests, and, in the 
21st Century, carnival rides. Sand-
wich’s vibrant community, natural 
beauty, outdoor activities and historic 
and cultural events continue to draw 
visitors year-round. 

I congratulate Sandwich on this im-
portant milestone and wish all citizens 
of Sandwich the best for their next 250 
years.∑ 

f 

THORNTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize of the 250th anniver-
sary of Thornton, NH. Nestled in the 
beautiful Pemigewasset River Valley 
in the White Mountains, the land that 
became Thornton was originally grant-
ed to a small group of settlers on July 
6, 1763 and subsequently incorporated 
in 1781. Thornton is named for one of 
those original settlers, Matthew 
Thornton, who would later become the 
first speaker of the New Hampshire 
House of Representatives and New 
Hampshire’s delegate to the Conti-
nental Congress. Thornton, who signed 
Declaration of Independence, was an 
early and vocal advocate for compete 
independence from England. 

Thornton was also the birthplace of 
Moses Cheney, an abolitionist and con-
ductor on the Underground Railroad. 
Cheney founded and oversaw the print-
ing of the Morning Star, an aboli-
tionist Freewill Baptist newspaper dis-
tributed in New England from 1833 to 
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