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changing the world for the better through his
or her students. Too often a teaching career is
viewed by too many as an option taken by
those who cannot excel elsewhere. But those
of us who know better know that it is the great
teacher that makes it possible for us to suc-
ceed anywhere and in any pursuit.

Dr. Freeman was and is such a teacher. But
as he lived a full and complete life rooted in
excellence, virtue, and service, he also was a
minister of the gospel, community leader, hus-
band, father, mentor, and a friend to thou-
sands. It can truly be said of Dr. Freeman that
his has been a consequential life.

That is why Dr. Freeman is legendary and
deserving of the fitting tribute of being honored
at the 2013 Founder's Day Convocation at
Texas Southern University.

Congratulations Dr. Freeman and thank you
for your service to TSU, to America, and to
humanity.

————
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand today to
recognize Costanzo’s Bakery, Inc. and the
Costanzo family, as they receive the Special
Presentation Award from the Cheektowaga
Chamber of Commerce. The company is an
outstanding employer and well-run company
that showcases the endless possibilities of
growth for businesses today in Western New
York.

In 1933, Angelo Costanzo started a small
business along the Niagara River known as
Costanzo’s Bread. His Italian breads became
a household name in supermarkets and gro-
cery stores around Buffalo. In the 1970’s An-
gelo Sr. realized the growth in sub and pizza
shops around the area, and expanded his
business to sell to local food service establish-
ments.

In 1977, Angelo Jr. and his brother took
over the bakery and moved into a new loca-
tion on Union Road in Cheektowaga. It was
here that Costanzo’s grew to serve a national
marketplace by developing a line of frozen,
fully baked sub rolls and round rolls. This was
the beginning of Costanzo’s Bakery, Inc.

Costanzo’s now represents the last remain-
ing member of a once vibrant baking industry
locally. The industry has faced many issues
over the last several years. Customer de-
mands, compliance costs and increased com-
modity prices have negatively impacted many
bakeries. But Costanzo’s has continued to
grow, due to its “recipe for success” that it
has maintained for eight decades.

The company’s products are delivered fresh
up to five days a week to dozens of local
delis, convenience stores, specialty markets,
and supermarkets throughout the region. It
has also launched many new products includ-
ing brioche rolls, artisan style sandwich rolls,
rustic-style sub rolls, whole wheat rolls and
spicy Buffalo rolls.

While the recipes have stayed the same,
Costanzo’s has been innovative in developing
strategies to meet modern challenges. With
the goal of selling its bread to all people re-
gardless of location, it has recently established
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a national sales team comprised of a director
of national accounts and a corporate chef to
work directly with multi-unit retail and food
service accounts nationwide. The company
has also partnered with a Canadian food dis-
tributor to represent the brand in Ontario and
Quebec. Costanzo’s is also pursuing a British
Retail Consortium certification, which is the
highest level of quality and food safety certifi-
cation in the industry.

The bakery employs over 120 full and part-
time employees, many of whom reside in
Cheektowaga and the surrounding areas of
the Buffalo-Niagara Region. In addition,
Costanzo’s gives back to the community pro-
viding donations to over 40 non-profit organi-
zations and community groups throughout Erie
County.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to recognize Costanzo’s Bakery
and the Costanzo family as they receive their
Special Presentation Award from the
Cheektowaga Chamber of Commerce. For the
past 80 years, they have demonstrated im-
pressive commitment to our community, their
customers, and employees. Their quality serv-
ice and history is known throughout Western
New York, and we are proud to have such
reputable small businesses filled with hard-
working employees in our region.

—
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Greenwood Chapel
United Methodist Church Carthage, Mis-
sissippi. The Word: “The State of Mississippi,
Leake County, and The Indenture made this
31 day of January 1872 between Bennett E.
Charthan and Catherine Charthan, his wife, of
the first part deed to the Colored People of the
south end of said property in Beat 37, was
taken from the deed which deeded to at that
time, land for the church and school.

The church building most remembered
would be the one that faced the road with the
tall steps. On May 5, 1944 one acre of land
was sold to the Trustees of Greenwood Chap-
el Colored Church, the land located behind the
present day church by Susie Truesdale. In
1960, the church was rebuilt under the leader-
ship for Reverend Russell. The trustees at that
time were: Presley (Jack) Smith, Grant
Matlock, Edward W. (Ed) Merchant, Willie
(Bill) Smith, and Jefferson (Jeff) Smith, Sr.

In 1975, Dorothy Peterson, Douglas Peter-
son, and Gwen Peterson sold additional land
to Greenwood Chapel Methodist Church. The
trustees at that time were: Clarence Smith,
Bennett Smith, Cogan Matlock, Melvin Carson,
Presley (Jack) Smith, and Clytie Coleman.

The church was rebuilt in 1960 under the
contractor, Presley (Jack) Smith, Sr. In 1978
the church was remodeled again with Presley
(Jack) Smith being the primary contractor.
This occurred under the leadership of Rev-
erend John Cornelius.

In 1995, construction was started on a Fel-
lowship Hall under the leadership of Reverend
James Morris. In June of 1996, Reverend
Marlon King was assigned as pastor and
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under his leadership the Fellowship Hall was
completed. Clytie Coleman, Herman Hall,
Robert Lee Harris, and James Matlock served
as builders. Reverend Marlon King was reas-
signed as pastor for four years. In June of
2000, Reverend Willie Handy was appointed
to serve as pastor.

Services are conducted on the first and third
Sunday of each month, with the first Sunday
in August serving as the churches Home-
coming.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Greenwood Chapel United
Methodist Church.

———————
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer the District of Columbia Government
Shutdown Avoidance Act of 2013 to eliminate
the prospect of a District of Columbia govern-
ment shutdown on September 30, 2013, or
ever again. This bill is essential because a
new fiscal year is upon us and D.C.’s local,
balanced budget, which has been approved by
the House and Senate Appropriations commit-
tees, has not reached the floor in either
house. Frequent shutdown threats to the local
D.C. government have been costly and disrup-
tive to the city government, its employees and
its residents, including many federal officials
and employees who reside in the District. This
bill would add to existing authorities the city
has long had to spend its local funds by per-
manently authorizing the District government
to spend its local funds in the event of a Fed-
eral Government shutdown and therefore re-
main open.

Because of the uncertainty and adverse ef-
fects on the city caused by increasingly fre-
quent shutdown threats, | am taking several
actions to try to prevent a D.C. government
shutdown at the end of the month. | begin by
introducing this bill. | must take action now be-
cause some Republicans are threatening to
block a new spending bill when the current bill
expires on September 30 unless the new bill
defunds the Affordable Care Act, which could
lead to a shutdown of both the Federal and
District governments, and because the House
is scheduled to be in session for only five
days before September 30. In case my bill is
not enacted in time, | will also offer an amend-
ment to the fiscal year 2014 short-term con-
tinuing resolution (CR) (H.J. Res. 59) to au-
thorize the District government to spend its
local funds for all of fiscal year 2014, and not
only until the expiration of the CR on Decem-
ber 15, 2013, so that the city does not face a
shutdown threat again when the CR expires in
December.

The D.C. government should never have to
wonder whether it will be shut down. | do not
believe any Member wants to shut down the
D.C. government and bring a large, com-
plicated city to its knees because of a purely
federal matter. Indeed, there is bicameral, bi-
partisan support for preventing D.C. govern-
ment shutdowns. In July, both the Republican-
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