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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 12, 2013. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA 
FOXX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

Though having returned so recently, 
the House prepares to leave for a long 
weekend. Many of its Members prepare 
to observe Yom Kippur—the Day of 
Atonement. 

At a time of great international ten-
sions, many others will take pause to 
acknowledge past failures and renew 
efforts at peaceful and productive reso-
lutions to ongoing difficulties. 

On this day, give the Members of this 
assembly listening hearts and a will-
ingness to give to each other time and 
attention. May they be ready to re-
spond to Your Spirit living in each of 
their colleagues. 

And may all that is done within the 
people’s House this day be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. TONKO) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. TONKO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

LACK OF LEADERSHIP 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam 
Speaker, we’re living in a dangerous 
world abroad, with challenging eco-
nomic times at home, but America has 
been here before. 

On Tuesday, Americans witnessed 
the embarrassing and dangerous re-
sults of this administration’s lack of a 
coherent foreign policy: Vladimir 
Putin filled the global leadership void. 
What happens next with Syria and that 
region is anyone’s guess, but it’s clear 
that America is not in the driver’s 
seat. 

The President failed to convince 
me—and most of the American people— 
that military action in Syria is in our 
best interests. This debate was not con-
ducted from a position of foreign policy 
strength because Syria was allowed to 
fester. Flawed attempts at coalition 
building failed. 

Iran is ever closer to a nuclear bomb. 
Iran funds terrorist organizations. 
Iran’s influence in the region is signifi-
cant. And a Middle Eastern arms race 
would likely follow, the results of 
which could be catastrophic. 

The world is looking to America for 
leadership. The American people are 
looking to this President for leader-
ship. Mr. President, it’s time for you to 
step up to the plate. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, recent 
superstorms like Hurricane Sandy, 
Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm 
Lee have tested the resiliency of our 
infrastructure. During these severe 
weather events, bridges failed, black-
outs occurred, and communities were 
devastated by flooding at the same 
time that our water supply systems 
failed. It took weeks to restore these 
vital services. Our electricity, potable 
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