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help build a more peaceful North Carolina, a
more peaceful America, and even a more
peaceful world.

Again, | commend them on their Peace Day
celebration.

————

HONORING PROFESSOR RICHARD
M. MURRAY

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, it is with great admi-
ration and respect that | rise today to speak of
the contributions Professor Murray has made
in the field of engineering. This month, a fac-
ulty member of the California Institute of Tech-
nology in Pasadena, California was inducted
into the National Academy of Engineering’s
Class of 2013. Professor Richard M. Murray,
the Thomas E. and Doris Everhart Professor
of Control and Dynamical Systems and Bio-
engineering, was inducted for his contributions
in control theory and networked control sys-
tems with applications to aerospace engineer-
ing, robotics, and autonomy.

Election to membership at the National
Academy of Engineering (NAE) is one of the
highest professional honors accorded an engi-
neer. While members are elected into the NAE
by their peers and colleagues, only a handful
of engineers are inducted each year. Richard’s
accomplishments and research have allowed
him to distinguish himself among his peers.

As the Chair of the Engineering and Applied
Sciences Division from 2000-2005, Director of
the Information Science and Technology
Council from 2006-2009, and Interim Chair of
the Engineering and Applied Sciences Division
from 2008-2009, Richard has distinguished
himself not only as a university faculty, but
also as an effective academic administrator.

| am proud to represent such a distinguish
scholar and engineer and could not be more
proud of the achievements he has made at
the California Institute of Technology. | sin-
cerely thank Professor Murray for his dedica-
tion to scientific innovation and research as
well as teaching and mentoring future engi-
neers. | urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Professor Murray for his service,
contribution, and ongoing commitment to sci-
entific progress.

———

HONORING THE MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a pillar of the commu-
nity, the Mount Zion Baptist Church.

The Mount Zion Baptist Church was found-
ed in 1899 in Cary, MS. The Church has had
several great leaders: Rev. Threadgill, Rev.
James Merrill and Rev. Jack Wilson to name
a few.

In the 60’s the church elected Rev. C.B.
Smith. Rev. Smith was a visionary leader and
believed in pushing the church forward. In
1992 Rev Smith led the Church into a new ed-
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ifice. Rev. Smith nurtured the church through
Christian education. Rev Smith was the long-
est serving Pastor.

After Rev. C.B. Smith’s tenure the con-
gregation elected Rev. Henry Wilson who
served the church faithfully until his health
began to fail. Under his leadership the church
continued to labor in the ministry.

In 2009 the church elected Dr. Peter Jack-
son and he served for nearly three years be-
fore he resigned.

After much prayer the church elected Rev.
Travis J. Gully to serve as the Pastor. He
began to preach and teach the word of God
and things began to change. The church has
recently decided to build the C.B. Smith Fam-
ily Life Center. The church has begun to press
forward in the new season. Rev. Gully’s goal
is to have the church to do ministry in a dy-
namic way.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Mount Zion Baptist Church
as they celebrate 114 years of standing firmly
on the word of God.

—————

CONGRATULATING BEN’S CHILI
BOWL ON ITS 55TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in congratulating Ben’s Chili Bowl on its 55th
anniversary of service to the residents of the
District of Columbia and its thousands of visi-
tors, who have carried its reputation far and
wide.

Ben’s was founded in 1958 by newlyweds
Ben and Virginia Ali, who converted an old
pool hall on U Street into today’s Ben’s Chili
Bowl, a virtual DC institution. The Ali’'s made
Ben’s into a prominent family business that
their sons Kamal and Nizam later joined.
Ben’s has expanded from its signature U
Street location to Ben’s Next Door, Nationals
Park, and FedEx Field, and will soon open lo-
cations on H Street NE and in Arlington, Vir-
ginia. From the beginning, Ben’s Chili Bowl
was frequented by the neighborhood, then the
city, and soon celebrities, entertainers, actors,
and political figures as they visited DC’s his-
toric U Street, also known as “Black Broad-
way.” After the assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and the riots that soon
followed, Ben’s Chili Bowl was given special
police permission to remain open to provide
food and shelter for all who were trying to re-
store peace in the city.

The popular restaurant saw a surge in cus-
tomers during the 1970s but also big-city prob-
lems. In 1987, the expansion of DC’s Metro
rail to the U Street corridor made U Street a
construction site, drastically reducing customer
traffic and threatening Ben’s survival. But
Ben’s survived while many U Street busi-
nesses died. Five years later, when the Green
Line was completed, Ben’s Chili Bow! returned
to full business. Its core strength, which en-
sured the loyalty of its customers, had taken
Ben’s through civil disturbances that destroyed
the old U Street and construction that took
much of what was left.

Today, Ben’s Chili Bowl flourishes as a DC
destination that tourists visit the way they tour
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the official historic sites. Its regulars include
celebrities like Bill Cosby and Dick Gregory,
politicians like President Obama, and visitors
from throughout the world. Ben’s famous half-
smokes continue to tantalize the tastes of
regulars and newcomers alike.

Ben’s Chili Bowl has given the District of
Columbia its own fun cuisine beginning with its
half-smokes. Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of
Representatives to join me in celebrating the
55th anniversary of Ben’s Chili Bowl and in
wishing the Ali family continued success.

HONORING JOHN BRADLEY THARP
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize John Bradley
Tharp. John is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 249, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

John has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years John has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, John
has earned the rank of Foxman in the Tribe of
Mic-O-Say and led his troop as Senior Patrol
Leader. John has also contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. John
installed erosion breaks and provided needed
trail maintenance on a three-mile walking trail
in Weston Bend State Park in Weston, Mis-
souri. This trail is used by 25,000 people an-
nually and is a major attraction in Platte Coun-
ty

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending John Bradley Tharp for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

SENSELESS VIOLENCE AT THE
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to express my deepest condolences to
those whose lives changed forever as a result
of the senseless violence at the Washington
Navy Yard.

As a military chaplain who served in a com-
bat zone, | have counseled many soldiers and
families in times of loss.

While we are aware of the danger of casual-
ties during overseas deployments, we certainly
do not expect to lose members of our military
on our own soil.

| want the friends and family of the active
duty and civilian Navy employees who lost
their lives in service to their country on Mon-
day to know their sacrifice will be remem-
bered.

| also want these individuals to know that |
join with all Americans in my commitment to
see justice done.
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