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the principles of what it means to be
an American. I am proud to join the
President in the official recognition of
the citizenship process and all it rep-
resents.

Last week, as Americans remembered
and reflected upon the tragedy of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, I was reminded of how
I recognized that terrible day on its 1-
year anniversary. With Judge William
Sessions, on September 11, 2002, we
convened a naturalization ceremony in
Vermont’s historic State House. I was
honored to speak at that ceremony and
at others in the years following. These
celebrations, in which we welcome new
Americans, reflect America’s resiliency
and ongoing renewal. They also serve
as an emotional reminder to me what
it means to be part of this country.
When we say to those who aspire to be
Americans that we welcome you re-
gardless of religion, ethnicity, native
language, or culture, we honor the
principles upon which America was
founded, and which Americans span-
ning generations have given so much to
defend.

This August, I was privileged to be
invited to participate in a naturaliza-
tion ceremony by the Chief Judge of
the Federal District Court for the Dis-
trict of Vermont, Christina Reiss. I was
moved then, as I am at every natu-
ralization ceremony I attend, by how
uplifting and hopeful this process is for
those who have earned it and for those
including myself who witness it.

In June, 68 Senators voted to pass a
comprehensive immigration reform
bill. The Senate and so many Ameri-
cans—and aspiring Americans—wait
with optimism and hopefulness for the
House of Representatives to act. The
core of the Senate’s legislation was the
opportunity for many millions of un-
documented people living in the United
States to enter the lawful immigration
system, and to one day become citi-
zens. The Senate recognized that the
time for action is now and in acting,
upheld the sacred values we celebrate
today.

————

CONSTITUTION DAY

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, espe-
cially in times of crisis but also in
times of ease, Americans have reason
to reflect on the foundation of the life
we enjoy as a Nation. More than the
citizens of any other country, when
Americans think of their collective
lives or their individual liberties, we
think of a document. On this day, 226
years ago, a group of America’s Found-
ers signed the Constitution of the
United States.

In May of 1787, 55 of the 70 delegates
chosen by 12 of the 13 States gathered
in the Pennsylvania Statehouse, where
both the Articles of Confederation and
the Declaration of Independence had
been signed. Just 115 days later, 39 of
those delegates signed the Constitution
and within 18 months it had been rati-
fied and was the supreme law of the
land.
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The Constitution is special both for
whose it is and for what it does. The
Constitution’s first three words iden-
tify its ownership when it says ‘‘we the
people.” The Constitution belongs to
the people. The Constitution is also
special for what it does. It both empow-
ers and limits government. The Con-
stitution gives powers to government
by delegating enumerated powers to
the Federal Government and reserving
the others to the States and the people.
And the Constitution limits those pow-
ers in multiple ways, including the
very fact of being written down. As the
Supreme Court put it in Marbury v.
Madison, the Constitution was written
so that the limits on government
would be neither mistaken nor forgot-
ten.

Put these two principles together and
we see that the Constitution is the pri-
mary tool for the people to control
their government. That is both the ge-
nius of its design and the source of its
vitality. The Constitution lives be-
cause of whose it is and what it does.
Departing from that design Kkills the
Constitution.

President George Washington said in
his farewell address that the very basis
of our political system is the people’s
right to control their Constitution.
Take away that right, undermine that
control, strikes at the heart of the sys-
tem of government that has given us
liberty unparalleled in human history.
That is why, for example, we contend
over the appointment of Federal
judges, many of whom appear willing
or even determined to control the Con-
stitution rather than to be controlled
by it.

In times of crisis, we often look to
the powers of government and in times
of ease, we may emphasize more the
limits on those powers. But let us
never mistake or forget whose the Con-
stitution is and what it does so that it
may continue to fulfill the purposes
stated in its preamble: to form a more
perfect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of lib-
erty to ourselves and our posterity.

———

REMEMBERING DEREK JOHNSON

Mr. HATCH. Madam President. I ap-
preciate the opportunity today to
honor a true Utah hero—Sergeant
Derek Johnson. Sadly, Sergeant John-
son lost his life in Draper, UT on the
morning of September 1, 2013 in the
line of duty.

From a very young age, Johnson al-
ways knew he wanted to be a police of-
ficer. His childhood aspirations became
reality as he worked in various aspects
of law enforcement. While he was still
in high school he was an Explorer
Scout for the Sandy City Police De-
partment; followed by time as a police
dispatcher, and then completion of po-
lice academy training. He has worked
for the Draper City Police Department
for the past 8 years, first as a reserve
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officer and then a full-time officer, and
recently as Sergeant.

In 2012, Johnson was presented with
the Distinguished Service Medal for his
role in the investigation and prosecu-
tion of a child abuse homicide in 2012.
He also received the Life Saving
Award, and the 2012 Community Polic-
ing Officer of the Year.

Those who knew Johnson said he
loved his family, and he loved his work
as a police officer. Johnson has been
described as someone with a good na-
ture and a sense of humor that could
light up any room; and the ability to
make anyone his friend.

Draper City Mayor Darrell Smith
stated: ‘I have known Derek for many
years. He is one of the best and most
qualified sergeants on our force.”

Johnson leaves behind his childhood
sweetheart and wife Shante’ Sidwell
Johnson, their 7-year-old son, Bensen
who he called his ‘little buddy,” his
parents Randy and Laura Johnson, and
many other family and friends.

I have the highest personal regard for
those who not only enter law enforce-
ment but put their lives on the line
each day to protect and serve our fel-
low men, women and children in com-
munities across America. Sergeant
Johnson did just that—he sacrificed to
keep his community safe and we owe a
debt of gratitude to him for his courage
and selfless service.

It is my sincere hope that Shante’
and Bensen and the many family mem-
bers and friends who love Sergeant
Johnson will find peace and hope in the
life he lived and the example he set for
so many to follow.

REMEMBERING MARREEN CASPER

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President. I am
grateful for this opportunity today to
pay tribute to a truly extraordinary
woman—Marreen Casper. Sadly,
Marreen passed away on September 14,
2013, while she was serving a mission
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints with her husband Ron
Casper in Tennessee.

I had the wonderful opportunity of
working with Marreen while she served
on my staff for 13 years. She retired at
the end of last year to pursue new op-
portunities in life, and to spend time
with her family whom she greatly
loved. Throughout her years of service
in my Senate Office, she distinguished
herself as someone who truly cared
about our great State and its citizens.
For many years she worked as my
Southern Utah Field Director and be-
came immersed in the many commu-
nities she served. She had a dogged de-
termination and a great compassion for
the citizens of southern Utah and had a
ready smile and helping hand for all.
She literally had friends in every cor-
ner of Utah through associations she
has made and help she has rendered.

There has been no assignment ever
given to Marreen that she did not ful-
fill willingly and with enthusiasm. She
was a world-class volunteer for schools,
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