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In 1971, Ms. Nelson graduated from
Presentation College in Aberdeen, SD,
and began her career at Dakota Mid-
land Hospital. In 1975, Ms. Nelson
joined Sioux Valley Hospital & Health
System, which would later become
Sanford Health. Starting as a critical
care staff nurse, Ms. Nelson’s skill and
intellect launched her into clinical
leadership positions.

Today, Ms. Nelson is Sanford
Health’s senior vice president & chief
operating officer, overseeing all pa-
tient care services provided by Sanford
Health’s northern and southern re-
gions, encompassing parts of South Da-
kota, North Dakota, and Minnesota.

In addition to her outstanding work
at Sanford Health, Ms. Nelson remains
an active leader in the community. She
has served on the First National Bank
board of directors as well as the Boards
of the University of Sioux Falls, San-
ford Research/USD, Washington Pavil-
ion of Arts and Science, and the Sioux
Falls Development Foundation.

Ms. Nelson’s devotion to exceptional
care will continue to benefit South Da-
kotans and Midwesterners long after
her retirement. She is an exceptional
role model who has a positive impact
on those who cross her path. For exam-
ple, her soon-to-be successor, Nate
White, whom she is currently men-
toring, commented, ‘‘There isn’t a day
that goes by when there isn’t some-
thing I grasp onto and say, I have to re-
member that.” ‘‘ Clearly, her excellent
example resonates with her peers.

I thank Ms. Nelson for her incalcu-
lable contributions to our community
and wish her and her husband, Dave, all
the best in retirement.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

TRANSMITTING THE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC ON
SOCIAL SECURITY, CONSISTING
OF A PRINCIPAL AGREEMENT
AND AN ADMINISTRATIVE
AGREEMENT—PM 19

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the
Social Security Act, as amended by the
Social Security Amendments of 1977
(Public Law 95-216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1))
(the ‘““‘Social Security Act”), I transmit
herewith an Agreement on Social Secu-
rity between the United States of
America and the Slovak Republic (the
“United States-Slovak Republic Total-
ization Agreement’). The Agreement
consists of two separate instruments: a
principal agreement and an adminis-
trative arrangement. The Agreement
was signed in Bratislava on December
10, 2012.

The United States-Slovak Republic
Totalization Agreement is similar in
objective to the social security total-
ization agreements already in force
with most European Union countries,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, Nor-
way, and the Republic of Korea. Such
bilateral agreements provide for lim-
ited coordination between the United
States and foreign social security sys-
tems to eliminate dual social security
coverage and taxation and to help pre-
vent the lost benefit protection that
can occur when workers divide their
careers between two countries. The
United States-Slovak Republic Total-
ization Agreement contains all provi-
sions mandated by section 233 of the
Social Security Act and other provi-
sions that I deem appropriate to carry
out the purposes of section 233, pursu-
ant to section 233(c)(4) of the Social Se-
curity Act.

I also transmit for the information of
the Congress a report prepared by the
Social Security Administration ex-
plaining the key points of the United
States-Slovak Republic Totalization
Agreement, along with a paragraph-by-
paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the principal agreement and
administrative arrangement. Annexed
to this report is another report re-
quired by section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act on the effect of the
United States-Slovak Republic Total-
ization Agreement on income and ex-
penditures of the U.S. Social Security
program and the number of individuals
affected by the United States-Slovak
Republic Totalization Agreement.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 17, 2013.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

H.R. 2009. An act to prohibit the Secretary
of the Treasury from enforcing the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act and the
Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act of 2010.

H.R. 2775. An act to condition the provision
of premium and cost-sharing subsidies under
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act upon a certification that a program to
verify household income and other qualifica-
tions for such subsidies is operational, and
for other purposes.

S. 15613. A bill to amend the Helium Act to
complete the privatization of the Federal he-
lium reserve in a competitive market fash-
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ion that ensures stability in the helium mar-
kets while protecting the interests of Amer-
ican taxpayers, and for other purposes.

S. 1514. A bill to save coal jobs, and for
other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-2861. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an annual report
relative to the activities of the Office of the
Medicare Ombudsman; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-2862. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs, Department of State, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an addendum to a
certification, transmittal number: DDTC
2013-1056, of the proposed sale or export of
defense articles and/or defense services to a
Middle East country regarding any possible
affects such a sale might have relating to
Israel’s Qualitative Military Edge over mili-
tary threats to Israel; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-2863. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs, Department of State, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an addendum to a
certification, transmittal number: DDTC
2013-1288, of the proposed sale or export of
defense articles and/or defense services to a
Middle East country regarding any possible
affects such a sale might have relating to
Israel’s Qualitative Military Edge over mili-
tary threats to Israel; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-2864. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report consistent with the Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force Against Iraq
Resolution of 1002 (P.L. 107-243) and the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against Iraq
Resolution (P.L. 102-1) for the April 21, 2013—
June 19, 2013 reporting period; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2865. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to amendment to part
126 of the International Traffic in Arms Reg-
ulations (ITAR); to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC-2866. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary of State, Legislative Af-
fairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
relative to the interdiction of aircraft en-
gaged in illicit drug trafficking; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2867. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2013-0142-2013-0149); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2868. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2013-0136-2013-0141); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2869. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
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