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of the purist in the world, and our oil
and gas drilling plays a key role in the
current energy boom that the country
is experiencing.

There is a very long history between
potash and drilling operators in the re-
gion, and the secretarial order helped
to clarify some of those issues. I've
spent the better part of my career in
Congress working to facilitate an
agreement between these two indus-
tries to ensure both are able to thrive
simultaneously. While some have criti-
cisms of the secretarial order, it is an
important step in the process of assur-
ing the safe extraction of mineral re-
sources.

My amendment simply clarifies that
the text of the bill cannot be used by
the Bureau of Land Management to
show favoritism for either potash or oil
and gas leases within the area laid out
in the secretarial order. It does not af-
fect the underlying bill, and it does not
cost the American taxpayers a single
dime. It brings economic stability to
the Permian Basin and ensures that
these two mineral resources can be
safely and properly developed side by
side.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
claim the time that is allotted to the
opposition to this amendment, al-
though I do not intend to oppose it.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from New Jersey is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to have the opportunity to
speak on this amendment because it
makes a point very well that I was
making earlier today.

We have criticized this bill because,
while it is being sold as necessary for
critical and strategic minerals, the def-
inition is so broad that it would cover
virtually all mining on public lands.
Mr. PEARCE shares our concern. The
gentleman is worried that, if H.R. 761 is
enacted, the definition is broad enough
that it would cover even potash.

Now, potash is important as fertilizer
for crops and for other purposes, but
let’s be clear—it is not used very much
in high-tech manufacturing; it is not
used in manufacturing items that are
important for our national defense; and
it is not scarce. It is one of a long list
of minerals that produces money for
miners, but it should not be covered
under this very broad definition in the
underlying bill.

I agree with Mr. PEARCE that potash
could be covered under this legislation,
and we agree that elevating mining for
potash on public lands under this bill
could impact other uses of those lands,
including the development of oil and
gas, so I am happy to support this
amendment to clarify this overly broad
definition.

I would like to note that we had an
amendment a few moments ago, offered
by our colleague Mr. LOWENTHAL,
which would fix the definition in this
bill by limiting the bill to truly stra-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tegic and critical minerals determined
to be, as the gentleman Mr. LOWENTHAL
described, a really thorough and, let’s
say, academic definition of those min-
erals. It would address not only Mr.
PEARCE’s concerns, but it would solve
one of the overall problems of this bill.

I am happy to support the amend-
ment, and I thank the gentleman for
making our case for us.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Chairman, I would
like to differ with the gentleman from
New Jersey, my friend.

He said that potash is not very high-
tech. When you use a scoop shovel to
follow the cows around and use the by-
product from the cattle to fertilize
with, potash is extremely high-tech.

So, with that one exception, I yield
30 seconds to the chairman of the sub-
committee, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. LAMBORN).

Mr. LAMBORN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, nothing in this bill
impacts the important multiple use
mission of our Nation’s public lands.
One of the great stories of America is
that our Nation recognizes the impor-
tance of balancing our land use for
many different needs, including min-
eral and oil and gas development, re-
newable energy projects, grazing, tim-
ber harvests, hunting, fishing, recre-
ation, and other important activities
that bring economic vitality to our
public lands.

This legislation doesn’t change that.
It simply addresses the long bureau-
cratic and burdensome permitting
timelines required for mineral explo-
ration and mine development by build-
ing on executive orders requiring co-
ordination by regulatory agencies to
process permits for infrastructure
projects in a timely manner and with-
out compromising environmental safe-
guards.

Mr. HOLT. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Chairman, I have
no other comments, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE).

The amendment was agreed to.
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Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
LAMALFA) having assumed the chair,
Mr. FORTENBERRY, Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 761) to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to more effi-
ciently develop domestic sources of the
minerals and mineral materials of stra-
tegic and critical importance to United
States economic and national security
and manufacturing competitiveness,
had come to no resolution thereon.

September 18, 2013

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

A further message in writing from
the President of the United States was
communicated to the House by Mr.
Brian Pate, one of his secretaries.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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———

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio) at 4
o’clock and 31 minutes p.m.

———

NATIONAL STRATEGIC AND CRIT-
ICAL MINERALS PRODUCTION
ACT OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 347 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 761.

Will the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) Kindly take the chair.

O 1631
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
761) to require the Secretary of the In-
terior and the Secretary of Agriculture
to more efficiently develop domestic
sources of the minerals and mineral
materials of strategic and critical im-
portance to United States economic
and national security and manufac-
turing competitiveness.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 5 printed in House Re-
port 113-214 offered by the gentleman
from New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) had
been disposed of.

Pursuant to clause 6 of rule XVIII,
proceedings will now resume on those
amendments printed in House Report
113-214 on which further proceedings
were postponed, in the following order:

Amendment No. 1 by Mr. LOWENTHAL
of California.

Amendment No. 2 by Mr. VEASEY of
Texas.

Amendment No. 3 by Mr. CONNOLLY
of Virginia.

Amendment No. 4 by Mr. HASTINGS of
Florida.

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes
the minimum time for any electronic
vote after the first vote in this series.
AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. LOWENTHAL

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
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