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HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
HAROLD FRITZ

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
talk about Lieutenant Colonel Harold Fritz of
Peoria, lllinois, who is one of only three living
Medal of Honor recipients in lllinois today. The
Medal of Honor is our Nation’s highest military
honor and is awarded for personal acts of
valor that go well above and beyond the call
of duty.

Lieutenant Colonel Fritz, who went by “Hal,”
was born in Chicago and currently lives in Pe-
oria. He was awarded the Medal of Honor due
to his brave service in Vietham.

During a jungle firefight, then First Lieuten-
ant Fritz displayed exemplary leadership de-
spite suffering serious wounds. Lieutenant
Colonel Fritz was leading his 7-vehicle ar-
mored column to meet and escort a truck con-
voy when they suddenly came under intense
fire from enemy combatants. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Fritz’ vehicle was hit, and he was seriously
wounded. Realizing that his men were com-
pletely surrounded and outnumbered, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Fritz leaped to the top of his burn-
ing vehicle and directed the positioning of his
remaining vehicles and men.

Without thinking of his own safety, he ran
from vehicle to vehicle in complete view of the
enemy gunners in order to help his men.
Armed only with a pistol and bayonet, he led
a small group of his men in a charge which in-
flicted heavy casualties on the enemy. Despite
being wounded, Lieutenant Colonel Fritz as-
sisted his men and refused medical attention
until all of his wounded soldiers had been
treated.

Lieutenant Colonel Fritz is currently the
President of the Congressional Medal of
Honor Society and resides in Peoria. | wish
him all the best and want to thank him again
for his brave and dedicated service to our Na-
tion.

———

NATIONAL STRATEGIC AND CRIT-
ICAL MINERALS PRODUCTION
ACT OF 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 18, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 761) to require
the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to more efficiently de-
velop domestic sources of the minerals and
mineral materials of strategic and critical
importance to United States economic and
national security and manufacturing com-
petitiveness:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, | rise in oppo-
sition to the so-called “National Strategic and
Critical Minerals Protection Act,” a bill that has
very little to do with development of rare earth
elements or minerals that are vulnerable to
supply disruption.

The bill before us today is so broadly draft-
ed that it would reduce or eliminate environ-
mental review for almost all type of mines on
public land, including common materials like
sand, clay, and gravel. It needlessly limits judi-
cial review of mining activities. And it arbitrarily
prioritizes mining over every other use of pub-
lic lands, including hunting, fishing, grazing,
and conservation.

If the majority would like to encourage pro-
duction of truly strategic and critical minerals
on public lands, we should work together on a
targeted solution that develops our natural re-
sources while protecting our environment. To-
day’s bill is not that solution. | urge a no vote.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF KAISER
PERMANENTE’S SOUTHERN CALI-
FORNIA PHYSICIANS MEDICAL
GROUP

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Kaiser Permanente’s Southern Cali-
fornia Physicians Medical Group (SCPMG) on
their 60th Anniversary. As a leading provider
of health care services for more than 500,000
San Diegans this is truly an historic occasion
for their organization. Since its modest begin-
nings in 1953, SCPMG has grown to become
the nation’s second largest private multi-spe-
cialty group practice. In 1967, Kaiser
Permanente introduced the “integrated” model
of healthcare to San Diego with the opening of
its first hospital and medical center.

With over 1,100 SCPMG physicians in the
San Diego service area, they provide care at
two medical centers and 24 outpatient offices
and annually see more than 2.9 million pa-
tients. They have established San Diego Med-
ical Center as a premier destination for the
treatment of strokes as well as having been
certified a “baby-friendly” hospital. SCPMG
sites also serve as academic institutions
where SCPMG physicians help mentor Kaiser
Foundation graduate medical residents and
fellows.

SCPMG is helping to shape the future of
health care in our nation through the use of
advanced technology and the creation of inno-
vative solutions that will have a lasting impact.
| would like to commend SCPMG on their 60th
Anniversary and thank them for their contribu-
tions to the community.

PROCLAIMING NATIONAL GEAR UP
WEEK IN EL PASO, TX

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to recognize the week of September 23, 2013
as National GEAR UP Week at Socorro Inde-
pendent School District and Ysleta Inde-
pendent School District in El Paso, TX.

The Gaining Early Awareness and Readi-
ness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP)
is a federally funded, competitive grant pro-
gram designed to increase the number of low-
income students who are prepared to enter
and succeed in postsecondary education.
GEAR UP serves low-income, minority and
disadvantaged students and their families from
underserved communities who might be the
first person in their family to go to college. The
program provides multi-year grants to states to
deliver resources to students and their fami-
lies, starting in middle school and onward, to
help them achieve their dreams of attaining a
postsecondary education.

GEAR UP includes interventions such as tu-
toring, mentoring, rigorous academic prepara-
tion, financial education and college scholar-
ships to improve access to higher education
for low income, minority and disadvantaged
first-generation students and their families.
The program is built around public-private
partnerships, enlisting resources from govern-
ment, business and community groups to sup-
port low-income students as they prepare to
enter and succeed in college.

The GEAR UP-SOAR (Solutions for Optimal
Academic Readiness) and GEAR UP-Proyecto
MAS is a partnership of the Socorro Inde-
pendent School District, Ysleta Independent
School District and the University of Texas at
El Paso. Over 8,000 El Paso students have
benefited from their participation in these
GEAR UP Projects focused on college readi-
ness.

The program helps the University of Texas
at El Paso, Socorro Independent School Dis-
trict and Ysleta Independent School District
fulfill their missions to provide a quality edu-
cation for all students, helping them achieve
their highest potential. | thank GEAR UP for
increasing the number of low-income and mi-
nority El Paso students who are college ready,
and helping these students enter and succeed
in higher education.

CELEBRATING THE 70TH BIRTH-
DAY OF CLAUDIA TERENCIA
NESBITT WALKER

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 19, 2013
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the birthday of Pastor Clau-
dia Terencia Nesbitt Walker who turned 70
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